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Housing Choices task Force presents draft report on affordable housing

The Housing Choices Task Force (HCTF) 
has drafted a preliminary report that 
discusses affordable work force housing as 
a primary component of regional livability; 
the role of Metro, local jurisdictions and 
other organizations in ensuring housing 
choices; and the status of today’s housing 
market. In 2000, Metro required cities to 
adopt affordable housing production goals 
and consider changes in policies and codes 
to support affordable housing development.

The Metro Council charged the Task 
Force with identifying courses of action 
for increasing the supply while decreasing 
the cost of affordable housing. Examples 

of their recommended solutions include a 
regional fund for housing financed by a 
construction excise tax and either a real 
estate transfer fee or a document recording 
fee, and an easy-to-use housing survey 
that would simplify the way the region 
reports on housing status. The HCTF also 
recommends that Metro convene a similar 
group to work with local jurisdictions 
through a technical assistance program.

Metro advisory committees and the State 
Housing Council will hear a presentation of 
the draft report in February, and the Task 
Force will present its recommendations to 
the Metro Council in March.

A new look: updating the metro region’s long-range plan
The Metro Council is taking a new look at 
the way we carry out the region’s long-range 
vision in order to keep this a great place to 
live in the 21st century. The council will 
invite the public’s views about growth and 
the tools needed to create great communities 
and a great region. Citizens of the metro 
region will help to determine:

• choices about where to live, work and play 
– and about how to get there

• the future of agriculture and other industries
• how the region should invest billions of tax 

dollars on highways, transit, and neighborhood 
streets

• where the main streets, sidewalks, schools and 
parks will go in new communities

• how we protect nature in neighborhoods 
throughout the region

The Portland metropolitan region is 
admired across the nation for its path-
breaking approach to planning for the 
future. One example of this foresight was 
the Metro Council’s adoption of a long-

range plan designed with the participation 
of thousands of Oregonians in the 1990s.

Since the adoption of the long-range plan 
ten years ago, the region’s population has 
increased by 200,000 residents. This rapid 
growth brings jobs and opportunity, but it 
also creates new challenges:

• New forecasts show that within the next 25 
years, about a million more people will live in 
the five-county Portland metropolitan region. 

• Time has exposed some of the shortcomings 
in implementing the long-range plan, as well 
as tensions and tradeoffs between different 
objectives.

Metro has conducted initial public opinion 
research and will continue to talk with the 
region’s residents and leaders to help identify 
the critical choices we face and develop 
policy recommendations. At the end of 2006, 
the Metro Council will adopt updated “New 
Look” policies, which may include proposals 
for the 2007 Oregon Legislature.
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events of note in district 1

Public forums continue on 2006 natural areas bond measure

Construction of the last of three bridges in 
the Springwater Corridor Trail is underway. 
The 200-foot McLoughlin Blvd. bridge is one 
of three in the trail’s Three Bridges Project.

The project includes construction of part 
of the trail and bridges over McLoughlin 
Boulevard, the Union Pacific Railroad and 
Johnson Creek. The Springwater Corridor 

Metro completes springwater Corridor three Bridges Project

Trail, nearly 20 years in the making, extends 
17 miles from SW 4th Ave. and Ivon St. (near 
OMSI) in Portland east to the city of Boring. 

The McLoughlin Blvd. bridge will welcome 
users to the city of Milwaukie, and connect 
the city to Sellwood and neighboring 
communities. The bridges are scheduled to 
open to the public by fall.

The Three Bridges Project cost nearly $4.7 
million, with 90 percent of the money coming 
from federal dollars allocated through Metro’s 
Metropolitan Transportation Improvement 
Program. Portland Parks and Recreation, the 
city of Milwaukie and TriMet supplied the 
remaining 10 percent. The land on which the 
bridges are sited was purchased with funds 
from Metro’s 1995 open spaces bond.

9 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 11
Powell Butte Nature Park trail maintenance
Help repair the trails at Powell Butte Nature 
Park. Bring water and gloves. Meet at the 
parking lot at the top of the hill on Southeast 
162nd Avenue south of Powell Boulevard. To 
register, call (503) 823-6131.

9 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 26
Dirt time at Oxbow Regional Park
“Dirt time” means spending time practicing 
animal tracking. Join a practice session with 
regional expert trackers and gain experience 
identifying and interpreting the subtle and 
complex clues left by wildlife. Please note, this 
is not a class, but an informal practice session. 
Meet at the floodplain parking lot at Oxbow 
Regional Park. All ages and skill levels are 
welcome. Free with a $4 per vehicle entry fee to 
the park. No advance registration required.

With help from scientists, citizens, local 
park providers and community leaders, 
the Metro Council is crafting a bond 
measure to preserve natural areas, 
improve water quality and protect fish 
and wildlife habitat. Public comment at 
these forums and hearings will help the 
council finalize the elements of the bond 
measure before it is referred to voters 
for consideration on the November 2006 
ballot.

The Metro Council invites the public to 
learn more about the bond measure at two 
public forums in February:

7 to 9 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 2
Tualatin Hills Nature Park “Beaver Den,” 
15655 SW Millikan Blvd., Beaverton
(co-hosted by Tualatin Hills Parks and 
Recreation District and Tualatin Riverkeepers)

9 to 11 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 4
Deep Creek School
15600 SE 232nd Drive, Boring

The Metro Council will also hold three 
public hearings to receive public testimony 
on the proposed bond measure:

5 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 23
Hillsboro Civic Center Auditorium
150 E. Main St.

2 p.m. Thursday, March 2
Damascus City Hall
19920 SE Hwy. 212

4 p.m. Thursday, March 9
Metro Regional Center
600 NE Grand Ave., Portland
(final consideration and referral vote)

Call Ken Ray at (503) 797-1508 or send 
e-mail to rayk@metro.dst.or.us for more 
information. 


