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January l s t g a r k e d  t h e  o f f i c i a l  beginning of t h e  Met ropol i t an  

S e r v i c e  D i s t r i c t  (MSD), t h e  f i r s t  d i r e c t l y  e l e c t e d  r e g i o n a l  govern- 

ment i n  t h e  na t ion .  The people  e l e c t e d  twelve Counci lo rs  and an 

Execut ive  O f f i c e r  t o  r e p r e s e n t  them on t h i s  r e g i o n a l  body and over-  

s e e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  assumed from t h e  o l d  MSD and t h e  Columbia 

Region Assoc i a t i on  of Governments ( C R A G ) ,  such a s  s o l i d  waste  manage- 

ment, l and  use  p lanning ,  r e g i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and o p e r a t i o n  of 

t h e  Washington Park Zoo. 

I was e l e c t e d  a s  a Councilor  from D i s t r i c t  12 ,  which encompasses 

a l l  of North Po r t l and ,  Hayden I s l a n d ,  Linnton,  t h e  Northwest i n d u s t -  

r i a l  a r e a ,  a  p o r t i o n  of t h e  Northwest neighborhood a r e a ,  and most 

of F o r e s t  Park,  which has  a  popu la t ion  of about  7 0 , 0 0 0 .  Once t h e  

Council  met, I was a l s o  g iven  t h e  honor of being s e l e c t e d  Chair-  

person of  t h e  Council  f o r  a  one-year t e r m .  

The i s s u e s  MSD must d e c i d e  have an impact on t h e  r e g i o n  and on 

D i s t r i c t  1 2 ,  a s  we l l .  While t h e  immediate bus ines s  of t h e  Council  

has been t o  e s t a b l i s h  o p e r a t i n g  procedures  and r u l e s ,  we have 

a l r e a d y  begun t o  d e a l  w i th  i s s u e s  of c r i t i c a l  concern.  For D i s t r i c t  

1 2 ,  perhaps  t h e  most impor tan t  m a t t e r s  d e a l  w i th  t h e  S t .  Johns 
1 

L a n d f i l l ,  and t h e  1 - 5 0 5  t r a n s f e r  p r o j e c t s .  



I n  s o l i d  waste, MSD has t h e  t a s k  of f ind ing  a s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  

garbage d i sposa l  problems, and t h e  S t .  Johns L a n d f i l l  p lays  a key 

r o l e  i n  t h e  process .  The L a n d f i l l  w i l l  c l o s e  under t h e  p resen t  

permit sometime i n  1981 and no a l t e r n a t i v e  l a n d f i l l  s i t e  has  been 

found. The Ci ty  of Port land has requested a permit from t h e  f e d e r a l  

Environmental P ro tec t ion  Agency t o  extend t h e  l i f e  of t h e  land- 

f i l l  f o r  f i v e  yea r s  and MSD has e s t ab l i shed  a procedure f o r  s i t i n g  

s a n i t a r y  l a n d f i l l s  t h a t  o u t l i n e s  a s p e c i f i c  course of a c t i o n  f o r  a l l  

f u t u r e  s i t i n g  work. This procedure w i l l  al low l o c a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  

t o  work i n  conjunct ion with MSD i n  f inding  a l t e r n a t i v e  l a n d f i l l  

s i t e s .  

Other methods of s o l i d  waste d i s p o s a l  a r e  a l s o  being sought,  with 

MSD c u r r e n t l y  exploring t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of bui ld ing  a resource  

recovery p l a n t  t h a t  w i l l  s e p a r a t e  and reuse  a hea l thy  por t ion  of t h e  

s o l i d  waste generated.  This w i l l  no t ,  however, preclude t h e  need f o r  

f ind ing  a new l a n d f i l l ,  a s  l a n d f i l l i n g  i s  a necessary p a r t  of t h e  

s o l i d  waste management plan.  

The 1-505 t r a n s f e r  p r o j e c t s  a r e  i n  t h e  works, and most of t h e  money 

w i l l  be spent  £or work i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a  of t h e  Northwest 

t o  r e l i e v e  t r a f f i c  problems t h e r e .  Some $50 m i l l i o n  i n  a d d i t i o n a l  

monies a r e  being reserved by t h e  C i ty  of Port land f o r  p r o j e c t s  

wi th in  t h e  c i t y  and MSD w i l l  r e se rve  about $20 m i l l i o n  f o r  r eg iona l  

p r o j e c t s  t o  be determined a t  a l a t e r  da te .  

These and o t h e r  i s s u e s  w i l l  be before  t h e  MSD i n  t h e  coming year .  

I t  i s  my hope t h a t  each of you w i l l  t ake  a personal  i n t e r e s t  i n  

t h e s e  ma t t e r s  and l e t  me know your opinions.  I w i l l  cont inue t o  keep 

you informed, and w i l l  t r y  t o  a t t e n d  neighborhood meetings a s  o f t e n  

a s  poss ib le .  I can be reached through t h e  MSD o f f i c e s ;  l eave  

messages a t  221-1646 o r  a t  my home number 283-5798. 


