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OPINION 

T h e r e  are times when t h e  Columbia R i v e r  between P o r t l a n d  and  

Vancouver looms a s  wide a s  t h e  P a c i f i c  Ocean. C o o p e r a t i v e  e f f o r t s  

on one  p a r t  o f  government  and b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  P o r t l a n d  and Vancouver  

m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a  is o f t e n ,  a t  b e s t ,  a n  a f t e r t h o u g h t .  Y e t  b o t h  

" s i d e s n  of t h e  r i v e r  are i n e v i t a b l y  l i n k e d  and  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  one  

r e g i o n a l  area which must  b e g i n  t o  f i n d  ways t o  a d d r e s s  common 

problems.  I r e c e n t l y  comple ted  c h a i r i n g  a  B i - S t a t e  Task  F o r c e  t o  

examine c o n g e s t i o n  problems on I n t e r s t a t e  5 between P o r t l a n d  and 

Vancouver and t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  t h i r d  b r i d g e  

i n  t h e  c o r r i d o r .  The Task F o r c e  was made up o f  e l e c t e d  and 

a p p o i n t e d  o f f i c i a l s  f rom Oregon and Washington a p p o i n t e d  by t h e i r  

r e s p e c t i v e  Governor s .  The t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m  (1-5 and  1-205) i s  

t h e  most o b v i o u s  l i n k  between t h e  t w o  s i d e s  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  But  i t  

became e v i d e n t  f rom t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  work o f  t h e  Task  F o r c e  t h a t  

t h e r e  were o t h e r  common i n t e r e s t s  and c o n c e r n s .  

A s  t h e  Task  F o r c e  began t o  examine t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  problem 

t h e y  a l s o  had t o  l o o k  a t  p o p u l a t i o n  growth  p a t t e r n s ,  p o t e n t i a l  

economic development  and commerc ia l  g rowth .  T h i s  i n  t u r n  f o r c e s  

c o n s i d e r a -  t i o n  of l and -use  r e g u l a t i o n s  and z o n i n g ,  e f f e c t s  on a i r  

q u a l i t y ,  and t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  d e l i v e r y  o f  u rban  se rv i ces - -wh ich  i n  

t u r n  r a i s e s  t h e  i s s u e  o f  f i n a n c i n g  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t s  t o  p r o v i d e  

t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s e r v i c e s .  

Out  of  t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s  s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  became e v i d e n t :  

- Vancouver and C l a r k  County w i l l  e x p e r i e n c e  h i g h  growth  

o v e r  t h e  n e x t  decade .  I n  s p i t e  o f  Mount S t .  H e l e n s ,  



available land for both residential growth and economic 

expansion places the Vancouver/Clark County area in a 

positive growth situation. 

- The area with the greatest potential for economic and 

residential growth on the Portland side is in East 

Multnomah County. This will place pressure for greater 

interstate cooperation for services (transit systems and 

others) along the 1-205 corridor. 

- Because of the growth, almost as many people will 

eventually travel from Portland to Vancouver to work as 

now travel from Vancouver to Portland to work. 

This is not especially new information. Planners and 

government officials on either side have long been aware of these 

potentials. Unfortunately, in spite of this basic knowledge, the 

two sides operate more in a competitive mode than a cooperative 

one. For example: 

- Each "side" has its own Metropolitan Planning Organiza- 

tion; thus, competing for much of the federal funds 

available to the area. 

- We have the odd experience of two, essentially competing 

ports (Port of Portland, Port of Vancouver) within a home 

run hit distance of one another. (Some might argue that 

this competition is healthy, but with the real competition 

being Seattle, wouldn't the people of this region be 

better served through cooperation?) 

The situation also creates inequities: 



- The r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  a l o n g  d i s t a n c e  t o l l  c a l l  between 

P o r t l a n d  and Vancouver--a s h o r t e r  d i s t a n c e  t h a n  between 

P o r t l a n d  and H i l l s b o r o  which is n o t  a l o n g  d i s t a n c e  c a l l ,  

- P e o p l e  who l i v e  i n  Washington b u t  work i n  Oregon must  pay  

Oregon income t a x .  Oregon r e s i d e n t s  who s h o p  i n  

Washington d o  n o t  have t o  pay  Washington s a l e s  t a x  o n  

c e r t a i n  items purchased  t h e r e .  Oregon r e s i d e n t s  work ing  

i n  and e a r n i n g  income i n  Vancouver mus t  s t i l l  pay  Oregon 

income t a x .  

And, t h e r e  are many o t h e r  examples .  

Many o f  t h e s e  i s s u e s  c o u l d  be  r e s o l v e d  i f  o f f i c i a l s  on b o t h  

s i d e s  would b e g i n  to  a d d r e s s  them as common i s s u e s ,  An example may 

b e  c i t e d  i n  s o l i d  waste. P r e s e n t l y  b o t h  t h e  Vancouver a r e a  and 

P o r t l a n d  area are f a c e d  w i t h  a crisis: The r a p i d l y  d e m i n i s h i n g  

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  l a n d f i l l  f o r  s o l i d  waste. A p r o p o s e d  r e s o u r c e  

r e c o v e r y  p l a n  ( to  p roduce  e n e r g y )  is on  t h e  drawing  boa rd  f o r  t h e  

P o r t l a n d  a r e a .  B u t ,  t h e  amount of  w a s t e  t o  make t h e  p l a n t  

e c o n o m i c a l l y  f e a s i b l e  is a b o u t  150 ,000  t o n s  p e r  annum s h o r t .  A 

r e s o u r c e  r e c o v e r y  p l a n t  f o r  t h e  Vancouver a r e a  i s  some y e a r s  i n  t h e  

f u t u r e ,  y e t  t h a t  a r e a  c r e a t e s  a b o u t  150 ,000  t o n s  p e r  y e a r .  The 

p o t e n t i a l  f o r  c o o p e r a t i o n  h e r e  is  e v i d e n t .  

But  j u s t  a s  no  one  wants  anyone e lse ' s  g a r b a g e ,  no  o n e  seems 

w i l l i n g  t o  s h a r e  anyone elses p o t e n t i a l  economic growth .  S t i l l ,  i t  

is e v i d e n t  t o  anyone t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Vancouver /Clark  County and 

t h e  P o r t l a n d  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a  are p e o p l e  o f  one  r e g i o n .  They s h a r e  - 
a common economic b a s e ,  l a b o r  p o o l ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  l i n k a g e ,  r e c r e a -  

t i o n a l  a r e a s ,  a i r s h e d  and many o t h e r  c o n c e r n s .  C o o p e r a t i o n  is 



o c c u r r i n g  i n  some a r e a s :  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  Columbia Gorge q u e s t i o n  and  

t r a n s p o r t t i o n  i s s u e s  a r e  examples .  

Many problems,  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  of  which are t w o  sets of l a w s ,  

must be a d d r e s s e d  b e f o r e  t o t a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  c a n  be ach ieved .  But 

many examples of  such c o o p e r a t i o n  e x i s t  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  and much c a n  

be l e a r n e d  by such  examples .  

The f a c t  is t h a t  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  Vancouver/Clark County and t h e  

P o r t l a n d  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a  would be b e t t e r  s e r v e d  i f  t h e i r  e l e c t e d  

and a p p o i n t e d  o f f i c i a l s  worked on a much more c o o p e r a t i v e  b a s i s .  I 

am n o t  s u g g e s t i n g  w e  p lunge  i n  and b e g i n  d i s m a n t l i n g  e x i s t i n g  laws 

and s t r u c t u r e s ,  b u t  I f e e l  we must  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  w e  a r e  i n e x o r a b l y  

t i e d  t o  one a n o t h e r s  a p r o n  s t r i n g s .  W e  s h a r e  a common d e s t i n y  and 

must  b e g i n  t o  f i n d  ways t o  a d d r e s s  t h o s e  i s s u e s  which a f f e c t  a l l  o f  

US.  

M i k e  B u r t o n ,  C o u n c i l o r  
Dis t r ic t  1 2  (North-Northwest  P o r t l a n d )  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  S e r v i c e  D i s t r i c t  


