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The Honorable Frank I v a n c i e  
Mayor o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  P o r t l a n d  
C i t y  H a l l  
1220 S. W. 5 t h  Avenue 
P o r t l a n d ,  Oregon 97204 

Dear Frank: 

I would l i k e  to  endorse  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  Commissioner 
Cha r l e s  Jo rdan  i n  t e rmina t i ng  t h e  employment o f  t h e  two 
P o r t l a n d  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  as a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  now infamous 
opossum i n c i d e n t .  

The Po r t l and  p o l i c e  are charged w i th  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  s a f e t y ,  
a s  such,  good judgment and m a t u r i t y  are b a s i c  and 
e s s e n t i a l  e lements  o f  a p o l i c e  o f f i c e r ' s  c h a r a c t e r .  
Levelheaded t h i n k i n g  under stress must be mainta ined i f  
t h e  p u b l i c ' s  w e l f a r e  is to  be kep t .  A judgmental error i n  
a c r i s i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  an  inexper ienced  
o f f i c e r ,  is unders tandab le ;  b u t ,  f o r  exper ienced o f f i c e r s  
t o  t a k e  a  p remedi ta ted  a c t i o n  t h a t  c l e a r l y  demonstra tes  a  
t o t a l  l a c k  o f  mature judgment is inexcusable .  The 
Commissioner and t h e  Chief o f  P o l i c e  had no a l t e r n a t i v e  
b u t  to d i smi s s  t h e  o f f i c e r s .  I t  was obvious ly  a tough and 
d i f f i c u l t  d e c i s i o n ,  b u t  one which s a i d  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  
P o r t l a n d  p o l i c e  are p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and cannot  t o l e r a t e  
t h o s e  who would t a r n i s h  t h e  badge. 

I f e e l  comfor tab le  i n  knowing t h a t  Commissioner Jo rdan  is 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p o l i c e  department.  Your cho ice  o f  him 
a s  Commissioner was e x c e l l e n t  and I look forward t o  h i s  
con t inued  tenure .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

Mike Bur ton /' 
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cc: Commissioner Cha r l e s  Jo rdan  
bc: Chief o f  P o l i c e  Bruce Baker 


