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House I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  A f f a i r s  C o r ~ n i t t e e  

March 1 6 ,  1979 

Yy name i s  Michael  Burton and I am Chairman of t h e  M e t r o p a l i t a n  

S e r v i c e  D i s t r i c t  i n  P o r t l a n d .  I want t o  thznk  you f o r  t h e  

s u p p o r t  you have g i v e n  MSD i n  t h e  p a s t  and t a k e  t h i s  c p p o r t u n i t y  
Rick Gustdfson. 

Executive Officer 
t o  s h a r e  w i t h  you a  b r i e f  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  on o a r  f i r s t  days  ..is 

t h e  n a t i o n ' s  most un ique  f o r n  of  r e g i o n a l  government.  Rick 
M S D  Council 

MikeBurton, Gusta f son  w i l l  f o l l o w  t o  t a k e  you s e c t i o n  by s e c t i o n  throuyh 
Pres~d~ng O f f ~ c e r  
Distr~ct IL IIouse B i l l  2 3 2 8 ,  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  been proposed ay t h c  

Donna Stu:,r. 
Deputy Presiding MSD CO d n c i  1 . 
Officer 
Distrlcr : 

Charles Williamson 
District 2 A s  you know, we began o p e r a t i o n  on J a n u a r y  1, a mere 74 d . ~ ~ , s  

Craig Bcrkrnan 
District 3 ago. Among our  f i r s t  c h a l l e n g e s  was t o  b r i n ~  t h e  s t  ... ; f f  of 

Corky Kirkpatrick 
Districr ; t h e  o l d  h l e t r o 2 o l i t a n  S e r v i c e  D i s t r i c - t  and of the Coiil;r:bia 

Jack Detnes 
District 5 Region Assoc ia  t i o n  of  Governments t o g e t h e r  i n t o  a  caozdin-  L?d 

Jane Rhodes 
District 6 working u n i t .  T h i s  h a s  been accompl ished,  I b e l i e v e ,  d e s p i t e  

t h e  p h y s i c a l  o b s t a c l e  of  then1 n o t  be ing under  one r o o f .  District 7 

Caroline M ~ l l e r  
Distr~ct o 

CindyBanzer i'_ second c h a l l e n g e ,  and one t h a t  h a s  been g i v e n  t o p  p i : ior i ty ,  
District 9 

GenePeterson was how w e  shou ld  o r g a n i z e  t o  conduc t  our  b u s i n e s s ;  t o  k e ~ ~  
District 10 

MargeKafoury UP w i t h  t h e  demand of  t h e  agency work program and ,  a t  the 
D.strict 11 

same time, c o o r d i n a t e  o u r  e f f o r t s  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  our  c o n s t i t u e n t  

c i t i e s  and c o u n t i e s  and be  a c c e s s a b l e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  2 u b l i ~ .  

A t  our  l a s t  meet ing  foll-owir..; weeks of  a n a l y s i s  and sLudy ( 8 :  

v a r i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r ~ c t u r e s  , t h e  C o d i ; ~ l l  adoptzti  a n  

o v e r a l l  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  Counci l  Con.riJiJi2 c t e e s  a Loc'i- 

Government Advisory Committee and a  s s r i e s  0 5  P o l i c y  A l t e r n a t i v e  

Comrni t t c e s  kcycd t o  v a r i o u s  work c1cmc:nLs ., 'l'ilc lat-1-c~. 

con1111ittccs w i l l  i n c l u d e  c i t i z c n s  an6 r c ; ) r c s c n t a t i v c s  of 10~x1 
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and s t a t e  government a g e n c i e s .  I m e t  w i t h  t h e  Counci l  Com- 

m i t t e e  c h a i r p e r s o n s  l a s t  might  and am happy t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  

t h e y  a r e  a l l  e n t h u s i a s t i c  t o  s t a r t  t a c k l i n g  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  

i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e  b e f o r e  u s .  

And, t h e y  a r e  many. I n  t h e  a r e a  of  s o l i d  w a s t e ,  f o r  cxample, 

upon t a k i n g  o f f i c e  we were a l r e a d y  behind s c h c d u l e  i n  o b t a i n i n g  

a  new s a n i t a r y  l a n d f i l l  s i t e  f o r  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  annua l  accumulat-  

i o n  of  750,000 t o n s  o f  s o l i d  was te .  The p o l i t i c s  o f  l a n d f i l l  

s i t i n g  a r e  ex t remely  s e n s i t i v e ,  a s  I am s u r e  you a r e  aware. 

Peop le  and ga rbage  s imply  do n o t  mix. Because of  t h i s ,  F1S.G 

i s  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  o t h e r  s o l u t i o n s  t o  maximize t h e  l i f e  of our  

l a n d f i l l s  -- such measures a s  t h e  r e s o u r c e   recover^,^ f a c i l i t y  

proposed f o r  Oregon C i t y  which would Lurn ga rbage  i n t o  s team 

producing f u e l .  

Next week t h e  Counc i l  i s  schedu led  t o  c o n s i d e r  a d o p t i o n  of an  

a rcawlde  p l a n  t o  e q u i t a b l y  d i s t r i b u t e  f e d e r a l  housing a s s i s t -  

ance  r e s o u r c e s  t o  c i t i e s  and c o u n t i e s  t l x o u g h o u t  t h e  SMSA. 

And I ' m  happy t o  r e p o r t  t h a t ,  a s  of y e s t e r d a y ,  t h e  p i a n  h a s  

been s u p p o r t e d  by 24 j u r i s d i c t i o n s ,  c o v e r i n g  955 of t h e  a r e a ' s  

p o p u l a t i o n  - which w i l l  i n s u r e  HUD c e r t i f i c a t i o n  and make t h e  

a r e a  e l i g i b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  a d d i t i o n a l  (bonus)  f u n d s  from t h e  

f e d e r a l  government.  

W e  w i l l  soon be d e c i d i n g  on a methodology f o r  d i s t r i b u t i n g  

20 m.i. l l ion c l o l l a r s  i n  1-505 .t.rausfc:r funds  t o  a  numbc~: of 

proposed t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  around t h e  r e g i o n .  

Also  up f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  t h e  m a t t e r  of d e v e l o p i n g  a  p l a n  

t o  c o n t a i n  f l o o d i n g  i n  t h e  Johnson Creek a r e a  and f u r t h e r  
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d e f i n i n g  o u r  r o l e  i n  l and  u s e  p lann ing .  Before  June  30, 

w e  a r e  e x p e c t i n g  t o  r ev iew 20 l o c a l  p l a n s  f o r  LCDC compl iance .  

Beyond t h a t  i s  t h e  i s s u e  of  con t inued  fund ing  of  t h e  Washington 

P a r k  Zoo a f t e r  t h e  s e r i a l  l e v y  e x p i r e s  a t  t h e  end o f  F Y  1980. 

There  i s  no d o u b t  t h a t  w e  t w e l v e  p a r t - t i m e  p o l i c y  makers 

have  a  busy t i m e  ahead of u s  managing t h e  i s s u e s  which were 

a u t h o r i z e d  i n  t h e  MSD l e g i s l a t i o n .  For t h a t  r e a s o n ,  we have 

agreed  t o  s e e k  no expans ion  of our  a u t h o r i t y  a t  t h i s  t i m e  b u t  

o n l y  wish  t o  c l a r i f y  i t e m s  addressed  i n  t h e  e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o i , .  

I want t o  thank you a g a i n  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  speak t o  you 

today .  I n  c l o s i n g ,  I want t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

f o r  t h e  i n s i g h t  you showed i n  1977 w i t h  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of t h i s  

un ique  r e g i o n a l  government- R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  O t t o  was Chairman 

of  t h e  Committee which produced House B i l l  2070, and he was 

t h e  l e a d e r  i n  g e t t i n g  it approved.  The MSD Counci l  i s  

c o m q i t t e d  t o  making your c o n c e p t  work. 


