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Metro 
People places • open spaces 
 
Clean air and clean water do not stop at city limits or county lines. Neither does the need for jobs, a 
thriving economy and good transportation choices for people and businesses in our region. Voters have 
asked Metro to help with the challenges that cross those lines and affect the 25 cities and three counties 
in the Portland metropolitan area. 
 
A regional approach simply makes sense when it comes to protecting open space, caring for parks, 
planning for the best use of land, managing garbage disposal and increasing recycling. Metro oversees 
world-class facilities such as the Oregon Zoo, which contributes to conservation and education, and the 
Oregon Convention Center, which benefits the region’s economy. 
 
Your Metro representatives 
 
Metro Council President – David Bragdon 
Metro Councilors – Rod Park, District 1; Carlotta Collette, District 2; Carl Hosticka, District 3; Kathryn 
Harrington, District 4; Rex Burkholder, District 5; Robert Liberty, District 6.  
Auditor – Suzanne Flynn 
 
Metro’s web site: www.metro-region.org 
 
Project web site: www.metro-region.org/rtp 

 
The preparation of this report was financed in part by the U.S. Department of Transportation, 
Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration. The opinions, findings 
and conclusions expressed in this report are not necessarily those of the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration. 
 

NONDISCRIMINATION NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 
Metro hereby gives public notice that it is the policy of the Metro Council to assure full 
compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987, 
Executive Order 12898 on Environmental Justice and related statutes and regulations in all 
programs and activities. Title VI* requires that no person in the United States of America shall, 
on the grounds of race, color, sex, or national origin, be excluded from the participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity 
for which Metro receives federal financial assistance. Any person who believes they have been 
aggrieved by an unlawful discriminatory practice under Title Vi has a right to file a formal 
complaint with Metro. Any such complaint must be in writing and filed the Metro’s Title VI 
Coordinator within one hundred eighty (180) days following the date of the alleged 
discriminatory occurrence.  For more information, or to obtain a Title VI Discrimination 
Complaint Form, see the web site at www.metro-region.org or call (503) 797-1536. 
 

Metro 
600 NE Grand Ave. 

Portland, OR 97232-2736 
(503) 797-1700 

 
Printed on 100 percent recycled paper, 

30 percent post-consumer fiber 
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Section 1:  Summary of  Comments 



Introduction 

In Fall 2005, Metro began the 2035 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) update. The 
federal component of the 2035 RTP was developed to meet new federal SAFETEA-LU 
planning requirements. This report presents a summary of outreach activities employed 
during the federal component of the update and a compilation of comments received 
from October 15 through November 15, 2007, on a public review draft of the 2035 RTP. 
This draft focuses on meeting federal compliance elements of the RTP. The Oregon 
Transportation Planning Rule (TPR) and other regional requirements will be the focus of 
the state component update in 2008. The state component will be combined with the 
federal component to create a final 2035 RTP. Additional opportunities for public 
comment on the state component and final RTP will be provided in 2008. 

Metro's transportation planning responsibilities and the RTP 
Metro is the regional government responsible for regional land use and transportation 
planning under state law and the federally designated metropolitan planning organization 
(MPO) for the Portland metropolitan area. As the federally designated MPO, Metro is 
responsible for updating the RTP every four years, which includes updating goals and 
policies to guide transportation investments, and compiling a financially constrained list 
of projects and programs to meet requirements for federal funding.  

Metro leads this process in consultation and coordination with federal, state, regional 
and local governments, resource agencies and other stakeholders. Metro facilitates this 
consultation, coordination and decision-making through four advisory committees–the 
Joint Policy Advisory Committee on Transportation (JPACT), the Metro Policy Advisory 
Committee (MPAC), the Transportation Policy Alternatives Committee (TPAC) and the 
Metro Technical Advisory Committee (MTAC). In addition, the Bi-State Coordination 
Committee advises the Metro Council and JPACT on issues of significance to both 
Oregon and Washington. Staff coordinated with the Regional Travel Options 
Subcommittee to TPAC and the Regional Trails Working Group throughout the update 
process. The Metro Committee for Citizen Involvement (MCCI) provided advice to the 
Metro Council on public engagement activities.  

Purpose of the 2035 RTP 
The 2035 RTP provides an updated blueprint to guide transportation planning and 
investments in the tri-county Portland metropolitan region to year 2035. By 2035, the 
region is expected to have grown by more than 1 million people and added more than 
500,000 jobs, doubling trips on the transportation system. By 2035, emergency services, 
freight and goods that use the region's airspace, bridges, roads, water and rails are 
expected to have more than doubled.  

For the federal component of the RTP update, cities, counties, the Oregon Department 
of Transportation (ODOT), and regional transit agencies submitted a total of 1,025 
projects and programs totaling $16.12 billion. The proposed projects and programs were 
required to come from local, regional or state plans or studies that had been adopted 
through a public process. More than half of the projects submitted came from the current 
RTP. The financially constrained list can total only $9.16 billion—the funding that can 
reasonably be expected to be available from 2008 through 2035. Of the 1,025 proposed 
investments submitted, 596 were recommended as investments priorities within the 
financial constraints of the federal component of the RTP.  
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The proposed financially constrained list includes projects to plan or improve boulevards, 
bike and trails systems, freight routes, vehicle routes, bridges, sidewalks, and transit 
facilities, as well as regional programs such as those promoting transit oriented 
developments and travel options or improving the efficiency of the existing system.  
 
Summary of public information, notification, and participation 
The public participation plan for the 2035 RTP update was designed to gather input from 
stakeholders and the general public, provide essential information on key elements of 
the RTP update, and meet regional and federal requirements for public participation in 
transportation planning and decision-making.  

Methods for engaging public agencies and targeted public and private sector 
stakeholder groups included regional public forums; mayors'/chair's forums; stakeholder, 
task force, and advisory committee workshops; and meetings with County Coordinating 
committees. County Coordinating Committees are a forum for staff and elected officials 
from the counties to coordinate work with their counterparts from the cities within their 
boundaries.  

Community and stakeholder engagement 
In Fall 2006, Metro held nine stakeholder workshops to help update the 2035 RTP policy 
framework. The workshops engaged 127 individuals and 50 different community 
organizations and government entities. Four of the workshops were held with Metro’s 
existing advisory committees. The other five workshops were held with business and 
community groups that represented specific public interests, public responsibilities, or 
groups historically underrepresented in the Portland metropolitan region's transportation 
planning and decision-making processes.1 

In Fall 2006, Metro staff also conducted workshops on regional trends, current research, 
system barriers and policy gaps with the Regional Trails working group, local bicycle and 
pedestrian planners, advisory groups, and community-based advocates.  

Public input was sought throughout that fall via informal paper-and web-based surveys 
of public priorities and transportation needs. In January 2007, Moore Information 
conducted a scientific public opinion survey to complement and supplement information 
from prior public input and engagement activities.2 

A Metro Council-appointed task force on Regional Freight and Goods Movement, 
composed of multi-modal public-and private-sector freight interests, developed a 
Regional Freight and Goods Movement Plan for the RTP update. A Regional Freight 
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), composed of staff from local, regional, and state 
agencies operating within Metro's jurisdictional boundaries, reviewed technical work 
products and provided recommendations to the task force. 

Public information presentation and distribution 
Information on RTP developments was provided throughout the update process in media 
briefings of reporters and editorial boards, press releases, media packets, civic 

                                                 
1
 2035 Regional Transportation Plan Update Stakeholder Engagement Report from the Metropolitan Group 

available through the 2035 RTP Update Publications page: www.metro-
region.org/index.cfm/go/by.web/id=25036 
2
  

Draft 2035 RTP Comment Report Section 1 Page 2



journalism, electronic newsletters, and fact sheets available through the Metro website 
and distributed at meetings and events. 

Metro staff and Councilors made presentations to community groups, business 
organizations, local governments, the TriMet Board, the Oregon Transportation 
Commission, the Land Conservation and Development Commission, the Bi-State 
Coordination Committee and other interested advisory committees in the region. 

The RTP project website also posted information about the update process, with a 
timeline indicating key decision points and public comment opportunities. A 
transportation information telephone line presented information about key decision 
points and directed callers to sources of more information.  

Federal SAFETEA-LU provisions for additional consultation with state and federal 
resource agencies and tribal groups that were not already part of Metro's existing 
committee structure were met through a consultation meeting held on October 16, 2007, 
with the collaborative Environmental Transportation Agreement for Streamlining 
(CETAS) work group. That group consisted of representatives from ODOT and 10 state 
and federal transportation, natural resource, cultural resource and land-use planning 
agencies. 

Public comment period notification and comment opportunities 
On October 15, 2007, the review draft of the 2035 RTP was posted on Metro's website 
for viewing or downloading. Printed copies were sent to all regional jurisdictions and 
agencies, Metro advisory committee members, and to the general public on request. 
This marked the start of a formal 30-day public comment period, scheduled to end on 
November 15, 2007. 

Forty-five days prior to the October 15 opening of the public comment period, electronic 
notices were posted on the Metro website and distributed to all neighborhood 
associations, citizen participation organizations (CPOs) and interested parties who had 
asked to be included in Metro's RTP notification list. The notices included information on 
how to access the review draft online, where to call to request a hard copy, how to 
submit comments—by email, through an online web comment form, by US post, or in 
person at any of four open houses and public hearings. This information was also 
distributed via Metro's information telephone line, in articles included in a transportation 
planning e-newsletter and in each Metro Councilor's monthly newsletter. 

Four public open houses and public hearings were held during the comment period: 
October 25 in Oregon City, Clackamas county; November 1 in Portland, Multnomah 
County; November 8 in Hillsboro, Washington County; and November 15 in Portland, 
Multnomah county. The open houses and hearings were held in conjunction with regular 
Metro Council meetings. Two of the open houses and hearings were scheduled to start 
in the early afternoon, and two in the early evening. 

Thirty days before the first open house, a news advisory was sent to all major and 
community newspapers in the region. The advisory included information about the open 
houses, public hearings and comment period. The week before each open house, a 
newspaper advertisement was placed n the major, ethnic and community newspapers 
that serve the part of the region in which the open house was being held. More details 
and examples of the outreach and notification connected with this public comment 
opportunity are presented in an appendix to this report.  

Draft 2035 RTP Comment Report Section 1 Page 3



Summary of comments  

The public comment period the draft federal component of the 2035 RTP was held from 
October 15 through November 15, 2007. Metro received a total of 125 comments via the 
web, as oral testimony, comment forms, faxes, letters, petitions and emails. 

Fifty-two individuals attended four public open houses. The Metro Council heard 37 oral 
testimonies during public hearings held as part of regular Council meetings scheduled to 
follow each of the open houses. 

Comments fell into five general categories:  
• Administrative changes, language changes and technical corrections  
• Specific RTP policies, goals, performance measures or analyses  
• Projects and programs recommended for inclusion in the financially constrained list  
• The general direction or emphasis of the RTP.  
• Issues to be addressed during the state component of the RTP update. 

Comments suggesting minor corrections and administrative changes will be made as 
needed. Comments suggesting substantive changes or changes to the project list will be 
included in a separate document with a response from staff for consideration before 
producing the final version of the federal component of the RTP. Copies of this 
document are available upon request. 

Most of the public's comments on the general direction of this RTP supported the 
policies and goals on promoting transportation choices, equity, environmental health, 
and human health and active living. Some called for adding performance measures to 
measure progress toward achieving these broad goals. A significant comment 
suggested that the RTP more aggressively address climate change by adopting the 
state carbon-reduction targets.   

A total of 12 emails were received from individuals, jurisdictions and organizations 
commenting on a variety of issues. Fifteen pre-printed postcards supported retaining 
the North Portland Greenway in the financially constrained list, as it is now. An 
additional 24 web-based comments—of 54 total—also supported this project.  
Twenty-seven letters were received, mostly from advocacy organizations, jurisdictions in 
the Metro region, and transportation agencies detailing specific concerns and requesting 
specific changes.  

This comment period focused primarily on the proposed goals and policies for the RTP 
and on the proposed financially constrained list of projects and programs, although 
comments could be provided on any element of the draft plan. All comments received 
during the comment period will be presented to the Metro Council and JPACT to guide 
refinements and adjustments before the federal component of the RTP is considered for 
approval.  

All transportation-related actions, including federal MPO actions such as this RTP 
update, are recommended by JPACT to the Metro Council. The Metro Council can 
approve the recommendations or refer them back to JPACT with a specific concern for 
reconsideration. Consideration for approval by JPACT and the Metro Council is 
scheduled for December 13, 2007, pending the federal air-quality conformity 
determination. JPACT and the Metro Council must concur to approve the RTP. 
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