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Metro Council expands waste reduction education to
outdoor immersion programs

Waste reduction education will be made available to sixth grade
students throughout the region in collaboration with outdoor school
immersion programs starting spring 2009. By integrating waste
reduction practices and curriculum into the formative experience of
outdoor school, the decision-makers of tomorrow will learn how they
can protect the environment, laying the foundation for a sustainable
future for our region.

The Metro Council voted in 2008 to make a small increase in solid waste disposal fees to

pay for a day of waste reduction education at outdoor school in order to achieve the waste
reduction and recycling goals adopted by the region in the Regional Solid Waste Master Plan.
Metro waste reduction educators worked with a team of sixth grade teachers and outdoor
school immersion program providers to develop curriculum that aligns with and supports state
science and social studies benchmarks and standards. The content will include 6.5 hours of
waste reduction education that will be integrated into the outdoor school learning experience.

Why outdoor school? Studies have found that immersion experiences, such as outdoor school,
increase the amount of information retained by the students. When students leave outdoor
school they are then able to relate their hands on experiences to everyday life, creating a
greater impact on them and the environment. Lack of funding is one of the primary reasons
that schools either currently don’t participate in outdoor immersion programs or participate

in a shortened program. One of the goals of this program is to enable every sixth grader in the
region to attend outdoor school, where they will be able to learn about waste reduction and
the environmental impacts of everyday choices.

Schools located within the Metro boundary that participate in outdoor immersion programs
can request a credit from approved outdoor school providers. For more information, contact
Freda Sherburne at 503-797-1522 or send e-mail to Freda.sherburne@oregonmetro.gov.
Information is also available on Metro’s website at www.oregonmetro.gov/outdoorschool.

Final chance to weigh in on the 2010-13 regional flexible funding
recommendation

On January 30, 2009, the Transportation Policy Alternatives Committee (TPAC), which provides
technical advice to the Joint Policy Advisory Committee on Transportation (JPACT), released a
draft final recommendation for Metro’s 2010-13 regional flexible funding allocation. Release of the
draft recommendation kicked off an informal public comment opportunity that ends with a formal
joint JPACT/Metro Council public hearing at 4 p.m. on February 12, 2009.

The public is urged to first review the proposed programs, projects and recommendations by
visiting the project web site at www.oregonmetro.gov/regionalflexiblefund and then submit
comments in one of the following ways:
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¢ online through the project web site

e email trans@oregonmetro.gov (regional
flexible funding in the subject line)

e fax 503-797-1930 (regional flexible funding
in the subject line)

¢ mail to Regional flexible funding allocation,
Metro Planning and Development Center,
600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232

e in person at the public hearing on February
12, 2009. To ensure the accuracy of the
public record, please also submit a written
version of your testimony. Make sure your
name is on all written material.

The hearing is scheduled to begin at 4 p.m. in
the Metro Council Chamber, 600 NE Grand
Avenue, Portland.

Metro is ADA accessible. Listening devices

for the hearing impaired are available upon
request at the hearing. Interpreter services for
limited English speakers or the hearing impaired
may be arranged with a 48-hour notice. To
request these services, call Pat Emmerson at
503-797-1551 or T.D.D. (503) 797-1804.

Visitors flock to zoo in record
numbers despite rain, snow,
recession

A yearlong recession? One of the coldest,
wettest springs in recent memory? The biggest
batch of snow in 50 years? It all sounds like bad
news for a mostly outdoor, fee-based attraction,
right? Maybe not for the Oregon Zoo.

For the third year in a row, and the fourth
time in the past five years, the zoo broke its
all-time calendar-year attendance record, with
1,593,907 visitors in 2008. This marks the
second time zoo attendance has topped 1.5
million in a calendar year. The previous record,
set in 2007, was 1,503,565 visitors.

Holidays in general were huge for the zoo

in 2008, with record turnouts during the

long weekends around Presidents Day (more
than 27,000 visitors), Labor Day (more than
30,000) and Thanksgiving (more than 40,000).
Attendance on Thanksgiving Day was the
second-highest of any single day in the zoo’s
history: More than 15,000 visitors braved the
rain, taking advantage of a free “open house”
held in appreciation of the public’s support
for a $125 million bond measure to improve
outdated exhibits and make the zoo more
sustainable.

Summer, characteristically, was also a busy

time for the zoo. “Dinosaurs!” -- featuring a
fearsome life-size animatronic T. rex and more
than 20 other prehistoric creatures -- proved
the most popular temporary exhibit in the zoo’s
121-year history, attracting 221,226 visitors
from May 17 through Labor Day. The summer
concert series was a big draw too, with capacity
crowds taking in shows by the Indigo Girls, Los
Lobos, Matisyahu and more. July, with 238,984
visitors, and August, with 231,195 visitors, were
the zoo’s two busiest months ever.

Toward summer’s end, the baby elephant
Samudra inspired the public, drawing big
crowds after he joined his mother on exhibit
Aug. 30. During September, 159,351 visitors
passed through the gates, a record for the
month.

After such a successful 2008, the zoo’s director
anticipates an even better 2009. The Oregon
Zoo continues to have the highest attendance of
any fee-based tourist attraction in Oregon.

The zoo is a service of Metro and is dedicated
to its mission to inspire the community to
create a better future for wildlife. Committed
to conservation, the zoo is currently working
to save endangered California condors,
Washington’s pygmy rabbits, Oregon silverspot
butterflies, western pond turtles, and Oregon
spotted frogs. Other projects include studies on
black rhinos, Asian elephants, polar bears and
bats.

For additional information on the Oregon
Z00, visit www.oregonzoo.org or by call
503-226-1561.
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About Metro

Clean air and clean water
do not stop at city limits

or county lines. Neither
does the need for jobs, a
thriving economy and good
transportation choices for
people and businesses in our
region. Voters have asked
Metro to help with the
challenges that cross those
lines and affect the 25 cities
and three counties in the

Portland metropolitan area.

A regional approach simply
makes sense when it comes
to protecting open space,
caring for parks, planning
for the best use of land,
managing garbage disposal
and increasing recycling.
Metro oversees world-class
facilities such as the Oregon
Zoo, which contributes to
conservation and education,
and the Oregon Convention
Center, which benefits the

region’s economy.
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