
 

Meeting:  Metro Solid Waste Advisory Committee 

Date:  Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Time:  9:00 to 11:00 a.m. 

Place:  Room 401, Metro Regional Center 
 

TIME  AGENDA ITEM  PRESENTER 

9:00 a.m.  1. Welcome and review of today’s agenda  Matt Korot 

9:05 a.m. 

2. Food Waste Recovery Policies Discussion Paper 

Objectives: (1) Review and discuss refined policies based on last 
month’s discussion; (2) determine whether the policies reflect 
SWAC’s intent; and (3) determine which policy options to forward 
to Council. 

All 

10:05 a.m.  3. Public Comment on Food Waste Recovery Policies   

10:15 a.m. 

4. Food Rescue Policy Discussion Paper 

Objectives: (1) Discuss content of paper; (2) determine whether the 
policy, as described in the paper, reflects SWAC’s intent; and (3) 
identify any additional information needed before SWAC can 
determine whether to forward this policy option to Council. 

All 

10:50 a.m.  5. Public Comment on Food Rescue Policy   

10:55 a.m.  6. Next steps  Matt Korot 

11:00 a.m.  Adjourn   
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Options Derived from
November Discussion

Metro should provide financial assistance to local governments to 
help them implement organics collection programs Funding

Metro should Implement a disposal ban on organics if collection programs 
are not implemented region-wide by a date certain

or

Metro should initiate discussions with local governments about 
implementing a disposal ban if [commercial or commercial/residential] 

collection programs are not in place region-wide by 201?

Metro should require private transfer stations to accept

Metro should not require local governments to 
provide organics collection programs

g
Metro should provide financial assistance to local 
governments to help them pay for staff needed to implement 
organics collection programs

Metro Facilities
- Metro should increase capacity at its transfer stations

- Metro should identify its long-term position in the market 
(capacity, tip fee, end-markets)

Food Waste Recovery Policies
Refined from discussion at 11/18/10 SWAC meeting 

Potential Policies Pres d
at November Meeti

Metro should require private transfer stations to accept 
organics as a condition of their franchises

Metro should set a long term organics tip fee at 
Metro Central Transfer Station

Disposal Ban
Metro should establish specific goals for reload and 
processing capacity in place or under development by 
December 31, 2012. If goals are not met, Metro should declare 
its intent to ban the disposal of food waste effective January 
1, 2015 and begin working with local governments.



Implications

Funding
Metro should provide financial assistance to local governments to 
help them pay for staff needed to implement organics collection 
programs

Metro Facilities
- Metro should increase capacity at its transfer stations

- Metro should make clear its long-term position in the market 
(capacity, tip fee, end-markets)

1.Budgetary approval by Metro Council

2. Local government commitment through intergovernmental 
agreement with Metro

1. Structural and operational changes at Metro Central

2. Issuance of Request for Proposal in 2011 for transport and 
processing of food waste from Metro Central

3. Decision to discontinue either self-haul services or dry 

1. Additional assistaince to local governments would increase 
the regional system fee  by approximately 8-10 cents per 
$100,000 of funding

1. Doubling Metro Central's commercial food waste capacity 
would require one year to complete and cost approximately 
$500,000.

2. Alternatives would need to be identified to replace Metro 
South's self-haul services or dry waste recovery operation

Food Waste Recovery Policies
Refined from discussion at 11/18/10 SWAC meeting 

Options Derived from Short-term
November Discussion Actions

Disposal Ban
Metro should establish specific goals for collection programs and 
reload and processing capacity in place or under development by 
December 31, 2012. If goals are not met, Metro should declare its 
intent to ban the disposal of food waste, effective January 1, 2015, 
and begin working with local governments (dates are 
placeholders).

( p y, p , ) y
waste recovery at Metro South

1. Establishment of goals (quantity and proximity) against 
which progress would be measured to determine whether to 
declare intent to ban.

2. Communication with local governments and facility 
operators

South s self-haul services or dry waste recovery operation

1. Substantial outreach and planning work would need to be 
done with local governments, industry and DEQ if the decision 
were made to declare an intent to ban. 

2. A ban may be strongly opposed by some local governments 
and industry representatives
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