
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

METRO COUNCIL MEETING  
Meeting Summary 

Jan. 24, 2013 
Metro, Council Chamber  

 
Councilors Present: Council President Tom Hughes and Councilors Shirley Craddick,  

Craig Dirksen, Carlotta Collette, Kathryn Harrington, Sam Chase,  
and Bob Stacey 

 
Councilors Excused: None  
 
Deputy Council President Shirley Craddick called the regular council meeting to order at 2:03 p.m.    
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS 
  
There were none.  
 
2. CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS 

 
Ellen Ino, 5769 N. Vancouver Ave., Portland: Ms. Ino addressed the Council as a resident in 
Portland, but also noted that she was a small business owner and an employee of Metro. She spoke 
on behalf of temporary admission workers and temporary seasonal ticket sellers at the Oregon Zoo. 
She stated that her colleagues were not present for fear that speaking up and helping the union 
organize would lead to termination. She discussed the responsibilities and expectations of a lead 
temporary admission worker and the responsibilities of a receptionist at the Oregon Zoo.  
 
Council President Hughes stated that since he first met Ms. Ino in 2010, she has been an active 
union member and that Metro has continued to hire her as a temporary employee. Ms. Ino stated 
that she enjoys serving in a temporary role, but did not enjoy watching her coworkers be refused 
the pleasure of being called permanent employees.  
 
3. RISK MANAGEMENT PROGRAM AUDIT  
 
Metro Auditor Suzanne Flynn, with assistance from Mr. Michael Anderson, provided a presentation 
on the recent risk management program audit. The risk management program is designed to 
ensure Metro’s property, visitors and employees remain safe and cared for if an accident occurs.  
The purpose of the audit, included in the FY12-13 audit schedule, was to determine if risk 
management was effective at using its data resources to reduce worker incident reports and 
compensation claims.  Ms. Flynn overviewed the audit’s results and findings and highlighted that 
Metro could save an estimated $6,500 to $23,000 in workers’ compensation claim costs per year by 
reducing the total number of claims by 3 to 4.  The audit recommended that:  
 

(1) Metro continue to work with departments to strengthen the design and management of 
safety programs; and  

(2) The risk management program do more extensive analysis around the incident reports and 
compensation claims, and help managers identify risk areas and develop strategies to 
improve safety and prevent future accidents.  
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Mr. Tim Collier of Metro thanked the Auditor for her report and provided management’s response. 
Mr. Collier stated that he believed Metro had a strong risk management program, but that 
improvements could be made and addressed each of the audit’s recommendations. He stated that 
Metro is already in the process of completing department trainings, and plans to complete an audit 
of the trainings in December 2013 to provide more information on the trainings’ impact and how to 
adjust the programs. Additionally, he agreed that Metro should strengthen the way the data is used 
and better target its programs. He stated that risk management will continue to work with 
departments to analyze claims and improve overall safety. He stated that Metro is currently moving 
from its current database to PeopleSoft to provide better reporting. Once more information is 
available and analyzed, the agency can determine which safety programs need to be established.  
 
Council thanked the Auditor for her work and emphasized the importance of an independent, third 
party look at Metro’s operations. Council asked clarifying questions about possible performance 
measures for departments to use to determine if they successfully – or did not successfully – 
improved safety. Auditor Flynn stated that there was not one specific performance measure but 
offered that departments could review incident reports and observe how they were addressed and 
determine if there was an improvement, or departments could review their statistics to see if the 
number of claims was reduced. Councilors concluded that the performance measures may differ 
between departments or programs. Councilors also looked forward the potential cost savings in 
addition to employee safety.  
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Motion: Councilor Kathryn Harrington moved to approve the Jan. 24 consent agenda 
which consisted of:  
 

• Consideration of the Minutes for Jan. 17, 2013;  
• Resolution No. 13-4407, For the Purpose of Metro Council's 

Acceptance of the Results of the Independent Audit Report for Financial 
Activity During Fiscal Year 2011-2012;  

• Resolution No. 13-4409, For the Purpose of Approving the 
Expenditure of Additional Natural Areas Bond Measure Funds for Trail 
Construction at Blue Lake Regional Park; and  

• Resolution No. 13-4411, For the Purpose of Amending Exhibit A to 
Resolution No. 12-4398, Referring to the Voters of the Metro Area a 
Local Option Levy for the Purpose of Preserving Water Quality, Fish and 
Wildlife Habitat and Maintaining Metro's Parks and Natural Areas for 
the Public. 

 
Vote: Council President Hughes and Councilors Craddick, Collette, Stacey, Chase, 

Dirksen, and Harrington voted in support of the motion. The vote was 7 ayes, 
the motion passed.  
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5. RESOLUTIONS  

 
5.1 Resolution No. 13-4402, For the Purpose of Endorsing Regional Policy and Funding 

Priorities for 2013 State Transportation Legislation. 
 

Motion: Councilor Carlotta Collette moved to approve Resolution No. 13-4402.  

Second:  Councilor Harrington seconded the motion.  

 
Councilor Collette introduced the resolution. Each year Metro and its regional partners develop and 
adopt a state transportation legislative agenda. Councilor Collette stated that the 2013 state 
transportation agenda is focused on supporting investment in multimodal transportation and jobs 
and economic recovery, and preserving local authority for raising revenues for transportation. The 
2013 regional transportation agenda provided three specific recommendations around the 
Columbia River Crossing (CRC) project, ConnectOregonV and non-roadway funding. Councilor 
Collette stated that the Joint Policy Advisory Committee on Transportation (JPACT) approved 
Resolution No. 13-4402 at its Jan. 10 meeting.  
 
Councilor Bob Stacey thanked Councilor Collette for serving as JPACT chair and for her work to 
ensure a successful transportation strategy during the upcoming state legislative session. He stated 
that while he strongly supported nearly every policy recommendation in the resolution, he did not 
support the CRC project.  He agree with Exhibit A’s specific recommendations for the project – for 
example mitigating the impact on local communities in the project area – but did not agree with the 
resolution’s WHEREAS statement that read, “the Columbia River Crossing represents the most 
important transportation investment in the Portland metropolitan region in a generation, providing 
benefits to the economy, the environment and the safety of the traveling public.”  Councilor Stacey 
stated that despite his strong belief that the resolution’s conditions and recommendations for the 
project were right, he could not support the resolution.  
 

Vote: Council President Hughes and Councilors Craddick, Chase, Harrington, Dirksen, 
and Collette voted in support of the motion.  Councilor Stacey voted in 
opposition to the motion. The vote was 6 ayes, 1 nay, the motion passed.  

 
5.2 Resolution No. 13-4403, For the Purpose of Providing Direction to Metro Concerning Bills 

Before the 2013 Oregon Legislature. 
 

Motion: Councilor Harrington moved to approve Resolution No. 13-4403.  

Second:  Councilor Collette seconded the motion.  

 
Ms. Martha Bennett introduced the resolution, which if approved would direct Metro staff to 
communicate the agency’s position on a variety of legislative proposals to the 2013 Oregon 
Legislature. Ms. Bennett overviewed each of the resolution’s exhibits:  
 

• Exhibit A – the Metro Council’s legislative priorities for the 2013 legislative session;  
• Exhibit B – Resolution No. 13-4402, the companion legislation approved above, regarding 

the Metro Council and JPACT’s state transportation legislative priorities for 2013; and  
• Exhibit C – the Metro Council’s 2013 legislative principles which provide direction and 

guidance to Metro lobby staff on issues that may arise during the session that may directly 
or indirectly affect Metro.  
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Councilor Craddick appreciated staff and Council’s effort to develop the agency’s legislative 
priorities, and stated that the legislation is a communication tool that provides an opportunity to 
reach out and work with local partners. She stated that the priorities listed address a combination 
of Metro and local jurisdiction needs, and that healthy jurisdictions are vital to a healthy region.  
  

Vote: Council President Hughes and Councilors Craddick, Chase, Harrington, Stacey, 
Dirksen, and Collette voted in support of the motion.  The vote was 7 ayes, the 
motion passed.  

 
5.3 Resolution No. 13-4406, For the Purpose of Authorizing Refunding Full Faith and Credit 

Bonds. 
 

Motion: Councilor Collette moved to approve Resolution No. 13-4406.  

Second:  Councilor Craig Dirksen seconded the motion.  

 
Mr. Tim Collier introduced Resolution No. 13-4406. The purpose of the resolution was to authorize 
Metro to issue full faith and credit taxable bonds to refund the agency’s 2003 full faith and credit 
issue. The bonds cover outstanding commitments for the Metro Regional Center and loans for the 
Oregon Economic and Community Development Department’s Special Public Works fund to the 
Oregon Zoo’s share of the Washington Park light rail station and lot improvements. Per Oregon 
Law, in order to refund a bond an agency must be able to save more than 3 percent. Metro staff 
anticipates that refunding the 2003 bond will save approximately 9 percent or $1.1 million over the 
life of the bond. Mr. Collier stated, however, that refunding will not extend the timeframe for paying 
back the bond. Additionally, the bonds must be issued on a taxable basis since it is 90-days from the 
current bonds being callable.  
 
Councilors thanked staff for being vigilant and routinely reviewing Metro’s debt to determine if 
there is a potential saving. Councilors encouraged staff to continue this work and emphasized the 
importance of being aware of the market and making adjustments that can save taxpayer money.  
 

Vote: Council President Hughes and Councilors Craddick, Chase, Harrington, Stacey, 
Dirksen, and Collette voted in support of the motion.  The vote was 7 ayes, the 
motion passed.  

 
5.4 Resolution No. 13-4410, For the Purpose of Authorizing the Chief Operating Officer to 

Purchase Property in the Willamette Narrows and Canemah Bluff Target Area. 
 

Motion: Councilor Collette moved to approve Resolution No. 13-4410.  

Second:  Councilor Harrington seconded the motion.  

 
Ms. Kathleen Brennan-Hunter of Metro introduced Resolution No. 13-4410, which if approved, 
would authorize the Chief Operating Officer to purchase property in the Willamette Narrows and 
Canemah Bluff target area. The Metro Council recently discussed this property in an executive 
session. Ms. Brennan-Hunter stated that due to the confidential nature of the item, there were no 
additional details to share at this time.  
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Vote: Council President Hughes and Councilors Craddick, Chase, Harrington, Stacey, 
Dirksen, and Collette voted in support of the motion.  The vote was 7 ayes, the 
motion passed.  

 
6. CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER COMMUNICATION 
 
Ms. Martha Bennett provided updates on the following two items:  
 

• The Community Investment Initiative (CII) Regional Infrastructure Enterprise (RIE) work 
group met on Jan. 24.  

• Metro Councilors have begun to receive communication on labor issues. Ms. Bennett stated 
that some of the issues relate to bargaining between labor unions and management and 
others relate to contractual issues that are pending litigation. More information will be 
provided in an upcoming executive session.  
 

7. COUNCILOR COMMUNICATION 
 
Councilor updates included the recent Metro Policy Advisory Committee (MPAC) meeting, and the 
City of Beaverton’s State of the City address. Highlighted upcoming events included the Jan. 26 City 
of Forest Grove Town Hall, Feb. 13 Beaverton Creekside project forum, Feb. 31 City of Forest 
Grove’s State of the City address, and February Royal Rosarian Foundation event. Additional 
updates included the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) process and narrowing 
projects to a 150 percent list – meaning 150 percent of the funding available. Councilors thanked 
Councilor Collette for serving on the STIP committee.  
 
8. ADJOURN 

There being no further business, Council President Hughes adjourned the regular meeting at 2:57 
p.m. The Metro Council will convene the next regular council meeting on Thursday, Feb. 14 at 2 p.m. 
at the Council Chamber.  
 
9. EXECUTIVE SESSION HELD PURSUANT WITH ORS 192.660 2 (e). TO CONDUCT 

DELIBERATIONS WITH PERSONS DESIGNATED BY THE GOVERNING BODY TO 
NEGOTIATE REAL PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS 
 

The Metro Council reconvened in the Council Annex for an executive session held pursuant with 
ORS 192.660 2(e).  
 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
Kelsey Newell, Regional Engagement and Legislative Coordinator   
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ATTACHMENTS TO THE PUBLIC RECORD FOR THE MEETING OF JAN 24, 2013 
 

Item Topic Doc. Date Document Description Doc. 
Number 

 Agenda 1/24/13 Revised council agenda for 
1/24/13 12413c-01 

4.1 Minutes 1/17/13 Council minutes for 1/17/13 12413c-02 

4.2 Legislation  N/A Revised Resolution No. 13-
4407 12413c-03 

4.3 Legislation N/A Resolution No. 13-4409 12413c-04 

4.4 Legislation  N/A Resolution No. 13-4411 12413c-05 

 
 
 
 


