MEETING: EMERGENCY METRO COUNCIL WORK SESSION

DATE: February 25, 2014

DAY: Tuesday

TIME: 1:00 PM

PLACE: Council Chamber, Metro Regional Center

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

1:00 PM 1. DISCUSSION OF LEGISLATIVE SCHEDULE JUST CREATED FOR
TODAY AFFECTING MATTERS OF METROPOLITAN CONCERN
REGARDING LAND USE

ADJOURN

Metro’s nondiscrimination notice

Metro respects civil rights. Metro fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act f 1964 that bans
discrimination on the basis of race, color or national origin. For more information on Metro’s civil rights
program, or to obtain a Title VI complaint form, visit www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights or call 503-797-1536.

Metro provides services or accommodations upon request to persons with disabilities and people who need an
interpreter at public meetings. All Metro meetings are wheelchair accessible. If you need a sign language
interpreter, communication aid or language assistance, call 503-797-1536 or TDD/TTY 503-797-1804 (8 a.m. to
5 p.m. weekdays) 7 business days in advance of the meeting to accommodate your request. For up-to-date public
transportation information, visit TriMet’s website at www.trimet.org.


http://www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights�
http://www.trimet.org/�

Materials following this page were distributed at the meeting.



Governor Kitzhaber
Speaker Kotek
President Courtney

Re: HB 4078 -__

We, the undersigned representatives of the following
jurisdictions and entities, have participated in discussions to
reach a collaborative resolution of the conflicts concerning
Metro’s pending urban growth boundary and urban and rural
reserves. Recognizing the uncertainty created by the recent
decision of the Oregon Court of Appeals, and the need to move
quickly to provide a stable platform for our agricultural and
urban communities as they plan for or economic future, we
have taken the unusual step of supporting a legislative solution
to this situation. Together, we have worked to reach a |
consensus that upholds the core elements of the region’s UGB
and urban and rural reserve decisions, while resolving the
main issues on appeal concerning Washington County.

This legislation is not intended to affect the pending
litigation (or remand processes) concerning Clackamas and
Multnomah county urban and rural reserves.

- For the foregoing reasons, we are pleased to support HB
4078-__. o -




[maybe mention some of the earlier saga of the bill prior to last Wednesday — original bill, our substitute
language related to deadlines]

Last week, Metro strongly opposed the effort to legislatively establish the UGB and rewrite the map of
urban and rural reserves. That effort violated the Metro Council’s adopted legislative priorities and
principles, which state that while the Legislature is responsible for establishing the process and policy
framework for local land use decisions, specific local land use decisions should be made at the local
level, At the time, we anticipated that the pending Court of Appeals ruling would move us towa rd
resolution and ultimate implementation of both the reserves and the UGB.

However, that is not what happened: The Court’s ruling would send the region back to the drawing
board, creating much greater uncertainty at a time when predictability and progress are needed. The
region needs to have a final map of urban and rural reserves to avoid several mare years of process, and
to avoid going back to the old system based primarily on soil quality, which did not adequately account
for the suitability of land for urbanization and integration into the urban fabric of the region. While
those rules did an admlrable job of protecting our valuable agricultural industry, they also brought us
Damascus. ‘

Moreover, rather than gverriding a local decision, this legislative effort represents the codification of an
agreement between affected local governments, including Metro, and the key parties to the recent
Court ruling. In passing HB 4078, the Legislature will be actlng at the request of local governments rather
than against the will of those governments. .

As Metro Council President Tom Hughes has said, in a perfect world we wouldn’t be doing this, but this
is not a perfect world. Given recent events, HB 4078, as amended, will provide greater protection for
farm and forest land, more predictability for local communities, home builders and industrial
developers, and improvements to the land use planning process going forward. - - - . oo

The Metro Council urges you to support HB 4078.




DRAFT Metro Council Statement
Re: Reserves Settlement
February 25, 2014

Our entire region benefits from an effective, long range plan to protect farms and
forests and provide good jobs now and in the future.

Oregon was founded on the premise that our ] ! the basis for our
livelihoods and therefore warranted strong protectio thoughtful planning.
The proposed agreement reached by the leaders and re ts of our region and

endorsed by our legislature is in keeping with our state’s founding premise.
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