
AGENDA
6OO NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE

TEL 503 797 1542
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MEETING
DATE:
DAY:
TIME:
PLACE:

M erno
Agenda

METRO COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
September 30,2004
Thursday
2:00 PM
Metro Council Chamber

2.

3.

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

1. INTRODUCTIONS

CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS

DETAILS ON LEADERSHIP IN ENVIRONMENTAL
AND ENERGY DESIGN (LEEDS) CERTIFICATION OF
OREGON CONVENTION CENTER

5.

Blosser/
Williams

6.

4. NEWAREAPLANNING Benner/
Valone

5.t

CONSENT AGENDA

Consideration of Minutes for the September 23,2004 Metro Council Regular Meeting

ORDINANCES - SECOND READING

6.1 Ordinance No. 04-1059, For the Purpose of Amending Metro park
Code Title IV Oregon Zoo Regulations, Metro Code Section 4.01.020
Definitions; Metro Code Section 4.01.050 Admission Fees and Policies,
and Metro Code Section 4.01 .070 Parking Regulations, Effective
January 1,2005-

RESOLUTIONS

7.t Resolution No. 04-3494, For the Purpose of Adopting a Policy for Park
Establishing a process and criteria for proposed investments from the
new Metro Tourism Opportunity and Competitiveness Account (MTOCA).
(Discussion and Public Hearing - no final action)

8. CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER COMMUNICATION



9, COUNCILOR COMMUNICATION

ADJOURN
Television schedule for September 30. 2004 Metro Council meetins

Clackamas, Multnomah and Washington counties,
Vancouver, Wash.
Channel I I -- Community Access Network
www.yourh,tv.org -- (503) 629-8534
Thursday, September 30 at 2 p.m. (live)

Washington County
Channel 30 - TVTV
www.yourtvtv.org -- (503) 629-8534
Saturday, October 2 al ll p.m.
Sunday, October 3 at I I p.m.
Tuesday, October 5 at 6 a.m.
Wednesday, October 6 at 4 p.m.

Oregon City, Gladstone
Channel 28 - Willamette Falls Television
www.wftvaccess.corn -- (503) 650-027 5
Call or visit website for program times. '

West Linn
Channel 30 -- Willamette Falls Television
www.wftvaccess.com -- (503) 650-0275
Call or visit website for program times.

Portland
Channel 30 (CityNet 30) - Portland Community Media
www.pcatv.org -- (503) 288-1515
Sunday, October 3 at 8:30 p.m.
Monday, October 4 al2p.m.

PLEASE NOTE: Show times are tentative and in some cases the entire meeting may not be shown due to
length. Call or check your community access station web site to confirm program times.

Agenda items may not be considered in the exact order. For questions about the agenda, call Clerk of the Council,
Chris Billington, (503) 797-1542. Public Hearings are held on all ordinances second read and on resolutions upon
request of the public. Documents for the record must be submitted to the Clerk of the Council to be considered
included in the decision record. Documents can be submitted by e-mail, fax or mail or in person to the Clerk of the
Council. For additional information about testifring before the Metro Council please go to the Metro website
www.rnetro-region.org and click on public comment opportunities. For assistance per the American Disabilities Act
(ADA), dial TDD 797-1804 or 797-1540 (Council Office).
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Agenda Item Number 6.1

Ordinance No. 04-1059, For the Purpose of Amending Metro Code
Title rv - oregon Zoo Regulations, Metro code Section 4.01.020 Definitions;

Metro Code Section 4.01.050 Admission Fees and Policies; and Metro Code
Section 4.01.070 Parking Regulations, Effective January l, 2005.

Second Reading

Metro Council Meeting
Thursday, September 30, 2004

Metro Council Chamber



BEFORE THE METRO COUNCIL

FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING METRO
CODE TITLE IV - OREGON ZOO
REGULATIONS, METRO CODE SECTION
4.01.020 DEFINITIONS; METRO CODE
SECTION 4.OI.O5O ADMISSION FEES AND
POLICIES;AND METRO CODE SECTION
4.0 I .07 O PARKING REGULATIONS,
EFFECTIVE JANUARY I, 2OO5

ORDINANCE NO. 04-I059

Introduced by Chief Operating Officer Michael J
Jordan, with the concurrence of Council
President David Bragdon

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

WHEREAS, the Oregon Zoo periodically needs to increase admission charges to keep pace with
increased operating costs; and

WHEREAS, Oregon Zoo admission fees have not been increased since January 1,2004; and

WHEREAS, the Oregon Zoo desires to operate the Zoo parking lot in an entrepreneurial manner
that generates revenue for the Zoo while encouraging Zoo patrons to gain access to the Zoo in a manner
that promotes public transit alternatives to private motor vehicles, consistent with Metro's Facility
Related Parking Policy, set forth in Chapter 2.14 of the Metro Code; now therefore,

THE METRO COUNCIL ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS

l. That Metro Code Section 4.01 .020 is amended to read as follows:

"4.01.020 Definitions

For the purposes ofthis chapter unless the context requires otherwise the
following terms shall have the meaning indicated:

(a) "Director" or "Zoo Director" means the Director of the Zoo, and
also includes such subordinate employees of the Zoo or other Metro employees
to the extent the Zoo Director or Chief Operating Officer has delegated specific
duties in writing.

(b) "Parking lot" means that portion of the Zoo outside of the
premises including the paved parking lot area adjacent to the Zoo leased from the
City of Portland, but not the public right-of-way located therein, and also
includes the adjacent sidewalks, landscaped areas, and plaza outside ofthe Zoo
gates.

. (c) "Premises" means the property, buildings, and grounds within
the perimeter fence surtuunding the Zoo, the admission and exit gates, all Zoo
buildings including but not limited to the administrative, commissary, haybarn,
and shop buildings, the employee parking lot, the Zoo vehicular storage area, and
the Zoo Railroad right-of-way from the Zoo to and including the Metro
Washington Park Station.
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(d) "Public" means any person other than a Zoo employee.

(.e) "Shuttle Ptuking Lot" nreans any facility located c,utsicle the Zoo
and the Parking l.ot and designated by the Zoo for overllow narking.

(fe) "Special event" means any event or occasion held on the
premises other than during normal operating hours as specifically authorized by
the Zoo Director and Chief Operating Officer.

(g0 "Zoo" means the Oregon Zoo and includes the parking lot and
the premises.

GS) "Zoo employee" means any paid employees of the Zoo, any
other paid employees of Metro performing tasks or functions at the Zoo at the
request or direction of either the zoo Director, the Metro council, or the chief
Operating Officer, volunteers performing functions and duties assigned or
authorized by the Zoo Director, and any contractors or agents of the Zoo carrying
out their duties or obligations to the Zoo.

(ih) "Zoo Railroad" means the equipment, rails, and right-of-way
extending from within the zoo premises through the city of portland park
adjacent to the Zoo to a location near the Rose Test Gardens, also known as the
Washington Park and Zoo Railway.l

2. That Metro Code Section 4.01.050 is amended to read as follows

"4.01.050 Admissi s

(a) Regular Fee Schedule

Adult (12 years and over) $e$s$gl0

$s0$6._s0

Free

$-Ho$!.0a

Youth (3 years through I I years)

Child (2 years and younger)

Senior Citizen (65 years and over)

(b) Free and Reduced Admission

( I ) The Director may set free or reduced price admission
rates for groups, special events, or as otherwise in
accordance with this Chapter.

(2) A flee admission pass will entitle the holder only to
enter the Zoo without paying an admission fee.
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(3) A reduced admission pass will entitle the holder only to
enter the Zooby paying a reduced admission fee.

(4) Free or reduced admission passes may be issued to the
following groups or individuals and shall be
administered as follows:

(A) Metro employees shall be entitled to free regular
Zoo admission upon presentation of a current
Metro employee identification card.

(B) Metro elected officials shall be entitled to free
admission.

(c) Free admission passes in the form of volunteer
identification cards may, at the Director's
discretion, be issued to persons who perform
volunteer work at the Zoo. Cards shall bear the
name of the volunteer, shall be signed by the
Director, shall be non-transferable, and shall
terminate at the end of each calendar yezu or
upon termination of volunteer duty, whichever
date occurs first. New identification cards may
be issued at the beginning ofeach new calendar
year for active Zoo volunteers.

(D) The Zoo Director may issue reduced price
admission passes to individuals using a'friMet
btrs or the N'ft)tro Arca ExDrcss (MAX) for travel
tq theZoq-upqn presentatien of acceptable
p-r-o-s,-[.-41.!iu-e-paymetr@
passes. MAX tickets and bus transfer receipts
validate<l@.

(s) Admission to the Zoo shall be at a reduced rate for all
persons during a portion of a day each month, as
determined by the Director.

(c) Special Events . The Zoo, or portions thereof, may be utilized for
special events designed to enhance Zoo revenues during hours that the Zoo is not
normally open to the public. The number, nature of, and admission fees for such
events shall be determined by the Zoo Director.

(d) Parkins Fce. The Zoo recfor mav esfahlish charse and collecf
a parking t'ee frorn Zoo patrons for parking in the Zoo Parking Lot and Shuttle
Lot and may adjust said parking fee annually."
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3. That Metro Code Section 4.01.070 (a) is amended to read as follows:

"4.01.070 Parkine R

The following rules shall govern all vehicles operated within the area of the Zoo
parking lot and Zoo premises:

(a) It shall be a violation of this Code for the driver of any motor
vehicle or bus !o lail ttl pay fur rrarking wherr recluired unclertlris Clode. orto
violate any legend or direction contained in a any sign, signal, or marking now
installed or hereafter installed upon any portion of the Zoo premises or parking
lot areas. Dlivers of all vehicles shall drive in a careful and safe manner at all
times, and shall comply with the signals and directions of the police or security
officers and all posted traffic signs. Blocking of entrances, driveways, walks,
loading platforms, fire lanes, or fire hydrants is prohibited. Parking without
authority, or parking in unauthorized locations or in locations reserved for other
persons or contrary to the directions of posted signs, is prohibited.

(b) Security personnel designated by the Chief Operating Officer as
serving as aZoo parking patrol shall have the authority and duty to issue parking
citations in accordance with subsection (c) of this section for a violation specified
by subsection (a) ofthis section. The Zoo parking patrol shall have no other
policy authority or duty. Persons appointed asZoo parking patrol shall be special
police officers of Metro. As special police officers, the Zoo parking patrol
personnel and the Zoo parking patrol supervisor shall have authority to issue
citations for violations of parking or non-moving traffic violations occurring on
Zoo property or property adjacent to the Zoo leased from the City of Portland by
Metro for Zoo parking purposes, and particularly they shall have authority to
issue citations. To the extent of the power and authority granted in this section,
such personnel and their supervisor shall exercise full police power and authority.

(c) Parking Citations

(l) Form of Citations. Allparking citation forms used by
the Zoo parking patrol shall be in a form approved by
the Metro Attorney and as issued by the Circuit Court
for the State of Oregon for Multnomah County. Such
parking citations shall, at a minimum, clearly state:

(A)

(B)

The date, place, and nature ofthe charge;

Time and place for the defendant's appearance in
court;

(c)

(D)

Name of the issuing officer;

License number of the vehicle
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(2) Procedure for Issuing Citations. Any citation form
issued pursuant to this Code section shall either be
delivered to the defendant or placed in a conspicuous
place upon the vehicle involved in the violation. A
duplicate original ofthe notice shall serve as the
complaint in the case when it is filed with the court. In
all other aspects, the procedure now provided by law in
such cases shall be followed, but ORS 810.365 does not
apply. The officer need not have observed the act of
parking, but need only observe that the car was parked in
violation of Metro Code.

(3) Use of Parkins Citation as Complaint. The original of
the traffic citation form when completed to meet the
minimum requirements of ORS 221.333 may serve as a
complaint; other forms of parking complaints are
prohibited.

(4) Citation Form Books Issued by circuit court. Citation
form books for parking violations shall be provided by
the circuit court and upon request distributed to the Zoo
parking patrol officers who issue them.

(5) List of Parkine Citations. A list of the parking citations
issued by Zoo parking patrol officers shall be forwarded
to the circuit court within 24 hours.

(d) Person Responsible for Violation Charged by the Citation. The
registered owner of the vehicle is prima facie responsible for the violation
charged by the citation."

4.

5

That all other provisions of Metro Code Title IV Chapter 4.01 - Oregon Zoo Regulations
remain the same.

That the Admission Fees and Policies of Metro Code Section 4.01.050 and Parking
Regulations of Metro Code Section 4.01.070 (a) take effect January I, 2005.
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ADOPTED by the Metro Councilthis

Attest:

David Bragdon, Council President

Approved as to Form:

day of 2004.

Christina Billington, Recording Secretary Daniel B. Cooper, Metro Attorney
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STAFF REPORT

IN CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE NO. O4-I059 FOR THE
PURPOSE OF AMENDING METRO CODE TITLE IV - OREGON
ZOO REGULATIONS, METRO CODE SECTION 4.OI,O2O
DEFINITIONS, METRO CODE SECTION 4.OI.O5O ADMISSION
FEES AND POLICIES AND METRO CODE SECTION 4.OI.O7O
PARKING REGULATIONS, EFFECTIVE JANUARY I, 2OO5

Date: September 7,2004 Prepared by; Sarah Chisholm

BACKGROUND

The purpose of this ordinance is to amend Metro code sections 4.0 I .050 and 4.0 I .070 in order to increase
the admission fee by $.50, to grant authority to charge for parking at the Zoo, and to grant authority to
provide reduced admission to guests using public transit. The changes would take effect January l, 2005.

In conjunction with the increase in the gate admission charge for all customers, the Zoo will begin
charging an additional fee to those customers who use the automobile parking lot. The Zoo will institute
a paid parking system where a flat parking fee per car will be collected at the Zoo admission gates. This
will be an honor system payment method. Additionally, guests using public transit will be entitled to
reduced priced admission to the Zoo.

ANALYSIS/INFORMATION

l. Known Opposition: None known.

2, Legal Antecedents: Metro Code Section 4.01 .050 Admission Fees and Policies identifies
policies on Zoo admission fees, and requires the Zoo to request an amendment to increase fees.
Metro Code Section 4.01 .070 Parking Reeulations sets forth the rules governing vehicles
operated within the Zoo parking lot and Zoo premises. Metro Code Section 2.l4.OlO Facilitv
Related Parking Policy and Regulations provides policy direction as to the use and regulation of
parking lots at Metro regional facilities.

3. Anticipated Effects: The proposed fee increase of $.50 would take effect January 1,2005. The
$.50 fee increase proposal would bring the adult admission rate to $9.50. This rate is still the
lowest of comparable facilities on the west coast and considerably lower than the other two AZA
accredited facilities in Oregon. The anticipated effect of charging for parking and providing
transit incentive is an increase in public transit ridership to the Zoo.

Budget Impacts: The fee increase of $.50 was part of the Zoo's proposed FY 04-05 budget, with
an expected increase to revenue atthe Zoo of$120,595 this fiscal year.

RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Chief Operating Officer recommends adoption of this ordinance.

StaffReport to Ordinance No. 04-1059
M:koucil\prcjccE\Lrgi!lationu004\04- I 059stfrpr.doc
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Agenda Item Number 7.1

Resolution No. 04-3494, For the Purpose of Adopting a policy for
Establishing a Process and Criteria for Proposed lnvestments from

the New Metro Tourism Opportunity and Competitiveness Account (MTOCA).

Metro Council Meeting
Thursday, September 30, 2004

Metro Council Chamber



BEFORE THE METRO COT'NCIL

FOR THE PURPOSE OF ADOPTING A POLICY
FOR ESTABLISHING A PROCESS AND
CRITERIA FOR PROPOSED INVESTMENTS
FROM THE NEW METRO TOURISM
OPPORTUNITY AND COMPETITIVENESS
ACCOUNT (MTOCA)

RESOLUTION NO. 04-3494

Introduced by Councilor Rod park

)
)
)

WHEREAS, on May 20,2004, the Metro Council passed Ordinance No. 04-1052, increasing the
excise tax on solid waste by $.50 per ton; and

WHEREAS, proceeds from this tax are allocated to the Metro Tourism Opportunity and
Competitiveness Account (MTOCA); and

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Metro Tourism Opportunity and Competitiveness Account
(MTOCA) is to maximize the competitiveness, financial viability, economic impact, and continued
success of the Oregon Convention Center; and

WHEREAS, it is desirable to have a policy establishing a process and criteria for proposed
investments from the new Metro Tourism Opportunity and Competitiveness Account (MTOCA); and

WHEREAS, under Chapter 6 of the Metro Code, MERC is authorized and directed by the Metro
Council to make recommendations to the Council regarding convention, trade and spectator facilities; and

WHEREAS, on August 25,2004, the MERC Commission unanimously passed MERC
Resolution Number 04-15 recommending that the Metro Council adopt a policy bstablishing a process
and criteria for proposed investments from the new Metro Tourism Opportunity and Compelitiveness
Account (MTOCA); and

WHEREAS, the policy recommended by the MERC Commission provides that the Metro
Council, as MERC's budget authority, must make all final decisions on recommended expenditures from
the fund; and

WHEREAS, the Council wishes to ensure that the decisions made on recommended expenditures
from the fund are subject to a thorough and clear process that is set out separately from the overall Metro
budgeting process.

BE IT RESOLVED as follows:

l. That the Metro Council adopts the policies for establishing a process and criteria for
recommending expenditures by Metro from the new Tourism opportunity and
Competitiveness Account as shown on the attached Exhibit A, with the proviso that the
Council directs that Goal Number One and the Strategies listed under Goal Number One shall
have the highest priority for funding.

2. That the MERC Commission is directed to submit proposals for funding Goals Numb er 2 and
3 and the Strategies listed under those goals only after the Commission finds that Goal
Number I has been fully funded.



3. That it is the desire of the Council that annual requests for appropriations from this Account
be set out for discussion, consideration, and action in a manner separate and discrete from
general budget procedures.

ADOPTED by the Metro Council this 30th day of September,2004

David Bragdon, Council President

Approved as to Form:

baniel B. Cooper, Metro Attorney



Resolution No.04-3494
Exhibit A

METRO TOURISM OPPORTUNITY AND COMPETTIVENESS ACCOUNT

POLICY AND GUIDELINES

Purpose: The purpose of Metro's Tourism Opportunity and Competitiveness Account (MTOCA) is
to maximize the competitiveness, financial viaUility, ecbnomic impact, and continued success of the
Oregon Convention Center.

Background: In fiscal year 2002-03, the $l l6 million expansion of the Oregon Convention
Center came in on time and under budget. The expansion almost doubled the size of the center,
positioning Portland to compete for a much larger share of the national and international
convention market, and add jobs to the region's economy. At the time the funding package was
assembled for the facility's expansion, operating funds were identified to sustain the facility in
the short term, with the recognition that the Metro Council, along with public and private sector
stakeholders, would develop a longer term solution.

A recent study performed by a national consultant confirmed that the Oregon Convention Center
is under funded. The study by C. H. Johnson and Associates shows that the Convention Center is
operating at a fraction of the average subsidy that its competitors enjoy. The lack of additional
funding to help pay for the operation and maintenance of the expanded Convention Center has
resulted in MERC being required to operate a facility which has been doubled in size with only 5
additional staff persons. Staffing levels now are insuflicient to meeting the building's operational
and maintenance needs, and no funds are available to contribute to renewal and replacement-
thus putting this important public asset at risk for the future.

Since the events of September ll,200l and the downtum in the national travel and meeting
industries, competition for scarce visitor dollars has become intense. Now, the Metro region must
compete with much larger "Tier One" locations such as Las Vegas or San Francisco--parts of the
country that never used to compete for the smaller events that typically consider the Portland
metro region. These factors led the Council to create the Metro Oregon Convention Center
Advisory Committee last year, with representatives from the local hospitality community and
civic leaders. That Committee advised Metro to examine the possibility of dedicated excise tax
dollars to help fund the Center, so as to keep it competitive with other, better funded jurisdictions.

On May 20,2004, the Metro Councilpassed Ordinance No.04-1052. This ordinance increased
the excise tax on solid waste by $.50 per ton. Proceeds from the tax are allocated to the Metro
Tourism Opportunity and Competitiveness Account, and are intended to contribute to the long
term viability and competitiveness of the Oregon Convention Center, helping to enable the center
to achieve its intended economic benefits for the region. The Tourism Opportunity and
Competitiveness Account will create a fund that will assist the Convention Center in maintaining
its competitive position in an increasingly difficult convention and meeting business. The funds
generated from the proposed excise tax will be available for specific proposals that will assist
with Convention Center operation, maintenance, and marketing.

Process: Proposed expenditures from the MTOCA will take place in accordance with the Metro
Code and State Budget Law, which require formal supplementary budget proceedings. The



MERC Commission will be required at the outset to conduct public proceedings of its Budget
Committee, with proper notice and opportunity for public testimony, in order to determine initial
proposals for expenditures from the fund. Any proposals will then be subject to a formal MERC
Commission resolution recqmmending such expenditures to the Metro Council. The Metro
Council is the ultimate budget authority and final decisions on the recommendations received
from MERC will be made as Supplementary Budget actions by the Council with the required
notice, public hearings, and opportunity for public testimony and input.

Priorities: The top priority of the MTOCA is to ensure that OCC is successful in order to preserve the
public investment in the facility, generate the maximum economic return for the community, and
maintain OCC in first class condition.

Goals and Strategies: The following goals and strategies are identified as major priorities to ensure the
greatest returns on investment and success of OCC. Actual ranking of priorities and specific funding
proposals for particular years will be made on an annual basis through public meetings of the MERC
Budget Committee, the full MERC Commission, and the Metro Council:

Goal #1: Targeted capital investments in the Oregon Conyention Center's physical plant that yield
demonstrable marketing advantages.

Strategy A: Green Building (LEEDS) Certification.
Funds could be expended to obtain official LEEDS certification for OCC.
This certification could be used to enhance OCC's marketing advantages,
particularly in conjunction with the Portland oregon visitor's Association
(POVA's) "It's Not Easy Being Green" marketing plan for portland.
Such certification would enhance OCC and Portland's distinctive
reputation for environmental quality and build on the State's ..Brand Oregon,'
campaign.

Strategy B: Oregon Convention Center Operational Advantages.
Funds could be expended for targeted capital investments that enhance the visitor
experience at occ, permit occ to differentiate or brand itself in the national
marketplace, or otherwise enhance marketability. Examples could include
remodeling old OCC office space into a high tech meeting center desirable for many
new potential clients, or creating additional Oregon branded sales points consistent
with the State's "Brand Oregon" campaign.

Strategy C: Headquarters Hotel Related Investments

Given the anticipated costs of Headquarters Hotel development, MTocA funds
will be insufficient to make a major contribution. However, certain targeted
Improvements in oCC itself will be necessary in the event of successful hotel
development, i.e., pedestrian connections, signage changes, security related
issues, etc. Funds could be expended to assist with some of these projects.

Assist the Visitor Development Fund with Oregon Convention
Center facility costs.

Goal#2:



Strategy A: MTOCA could provide the ability to offset all or a portion of the Oregon Convention
Center facility costs in order to secure business in years in which the Visitor
Development Fund does not receive its full allocation of funding from the Visitor
Development Initiative. MTOCA is insufficient for and should not be used as a
wholesale substitute for the VDF. It can however provide some needed help for this
purpose in years in which VDF receives less than a full allocation. In order to qualiff
for this strategy the OCC Director and POVA Executive Director should certifo to
the MERC General Manager that the proposed use of funds meets the Return on
Investment criteria ordinarily utilized by the VDF board and also constitutes
significant usage of OCC exhibit space, or otherwise presents adequate return to both
the community and the facility.

Goal #3: Maintain the Oregon Convention Center in First Class Condition

Strategy A: Ensure suflicient funds for basic OCC cleaning, maintenance, and event service.

MTOCA could be used to support basic OCC cleaning, maintenance, and event service.
Lack of sufficient operational support has forced OCC to cut basic programs beyond a
level which is prudent or sustainable in the long term. Adding back some of these
programs will keep OCC competitive in the long run by avoiding additional deferred
maintenance and keeping the building clean, attractive, marketable and events well
serviced.



STAFF REPORT

IN CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTON NO. 04-3494 FOR THE PURPOSE OF ADOPTING
A POLICY FOR ESTABLISHING A PROCESS AND CRITERIA FOR PROPOSED
INVESTMENTS FROM THE NEW METRO TOURISM OPPORTUNITY AND
CoMPETTTTVENESS ACCOUNT (MTOCA)

Date: September 16,2004

BACKGROUND

Prepared by: Mark B. Williams

On May 20,2004, the Metro Council passed Ordinance No. 04-1052. This ordinance increased the excise
tax on solid waste by $.50 per ton. Proceeds from the tax are allocated to the Metro Tourism Opportunity
and Competitiveness Account, and are intended to contribute to the long term viability and
competitiveness of the Oregon Convention Center, helping to enable the center to achieve its intended
economic benefits for the region. The Tourism Opportunity and Competitiveness Account will create a
fund that will assist the Convention Center in maintaining its competitive position in an increasingly
difficult convention and meeting business. The funds generated from the proposed excise tax will be
available for specific proposals that will assist with Convention Center operation, maintenance, and
marketing.

ANALYSISiINFORMATION

Known Opposition. Hospitality industry stakeholders supported MERC Resolution 04- 15, which
recommended Council adoption of goals and strategies for proposed expenditures from the fund.
Level ofstakeholder support for or opposition to the current Council resolution is not clear.

2. Legal Antecedents. Metro Council Ordinance No. 04-1052.

3. Anticipated Effects. If the resolution passes it will provide direction and guidance to the MERC
Commission as it considers specific recommendations to the Council for expenditures from the fund.
Any such expenditures proposed by MERC in this or future budget years will be sent to the Council
as recommendations, as the Council must by separate actions authorize such expenditures by
ordinance.

4. Budget Impacts. Council has already passed legislation creating the fund and authorizing a level of
expenditure fiom the fund (leaving specific expenditure decisions to future actions). An ordinance
amending the budget will be required to transfer the funds from General Fund Contingency to the
MERC Operating Fund.

RECOMMENDED ACTION

The MERC Commission in Resolution 04-15 recommended that the Council approval the goals and
strategies contained in the recommended policy.



c/
MINUTES OF THE METRO COTJNCIL MBETING

Thursday, September 23, 2004
Metro Council Chamber

Councilors Present David Bragdon (Council President), Susan Mclain, Rod Monroe, Rex
Burkholder, Carl Hosticka, Rod Park, Brian Newman

Councilors Absent:

Council President Bragdon convened the Regular Council Meeting at2:02p.m.

1. INTRODUCTIONS

Councilor Newman reported on the 1Oft Annual Railvolution Conference. Metro was one of the
sponsors of this conference. He noted many of the cities that were talking about the land use
connection and transportation. Council President Bragdon talked about several sessions he had
attended including measuring success of the transit oriented development and bus rapid transit.

2. CITIZEN COMMTJNICATIONS

There were none.

3. PORTLAI{D REGION: HOW ARB WE DOING - DRAFT 2004 PERFORMANCE
MEAST]RES REPORT

Dr. Gerry llba, Planning Department, presented a power point presentation on Performance
Measures (a copy of which is included in the public record). He said this was a presentation of the
2004 report. This was an update of the report presented to Council last year. They had additional
information to share with the Council. They were working on making the report more precise. He
spoke to why they were conducting performance measures: l) to look at the success of the
policies, 2) to assess implementation of the 2040 Plan and measure progress towards achieving
Growth Concept goals and 3) to use the results to initiate discussions about other issues that
should be considered in the policy revision process.

He noted the policies that were being measured and spoke to how we were doing in achieving
those policies. He said some of the policies in the region were doing very well and some areas
still needed work. Councilors asked questions about performance measurements and successes.
They talked about the attributes for a sense of place and how these were unique to each
community. Measurements were much more subjective. Dr. [Jba spoke to cost of housing, rentals,
and vacancy rates, parks and green spaces, and public involvement. He concluded by saying that
this report was an update but there was a need for more resources to provide additional data.
Councilor Burkholder reminded Council about the Strategic Planning process and if this fit into
regional indicators. Councilor Newman thanked Dr. Uba and Scott Weddle for their work. He felt
this was very helpful to be able to understand what was going on in the region. He asked about
the presentation at Metro Policy Advisory Committee (MPAC) and the local jurisdictions'
reaction to the report. Dr. Uba said that some jurisdictions were surprised at the results. Councilor
Mclain added her accolades to the work that staff had done. She asked, as they were doing the
process did they find any gaps in information they might need? Dr. Uba gave some examples and
talked about the need for additional resources.



Metro Council Meeting
09t23t04
Page2
Council President Bragdon asked if he had compared Metro to other regions. Dr. Uba said they
had limited resources but that was one of their goals. They intended to do this in the next set of
performance measures. Councilor Burkholder asked the Council, how do we use this
information? He noted one concept, efficient use of land and type of housing being built. The
policy question was, was the market actually meeting the needs of the demographics? He asked,
where do we start debating this? Was it matching the needs of the citizens? He suggested looking
at what was happening and where do we go with this information. Councilor Mclain suggested
having a joint meeting of MPAC and the Council to look at how the region was growing and
discuss where the region wanted to go with some of this information. Council President Bragdon
concurred with Councilor Mclain's remarks and suggested this information could reinforce
policy direction.

4. TELECOMMI.]NICATIONS JOINT PROJECT

Alexis Dow, Metro Auditor, presented her report on Telecommunications Joint Project (a copy of
this report is included in the meeting packet). She said this was an interesting joint project. She
introduced Bill Stringer, Chief Financial Officer, who had worked with her on this audit. Mr.
Stringer said they leamed a lot from the project. He appreciated the opportunity to participate in
the joint audit.

5. CONSENT AGENDA

5.1 Consideration of minutes of the September 16,2004 Regular Council Meetings.

5.2 Resolution No. 04-3495, For the Purpose of Confirming the Appointment
Of Angela Rysdam and David Posalski to the Metro Committee for Citizen
Involvement (MCCI).

Councilor Hosticka asked that separate votes be taken for each of these items.

Motion: Councilor Monroe moved to adopt the meeting minutes of the September
Metro Council.1

Vote: Councilors Burkholder, Mclain, Monroe, Park, Newman and Council
President Bragdon voted in support of the motion. The vote was 6 ayell
abstain, the motion passed with Councilor Hosticka abstaining from the
vote.

Motion: Councilor Monroe moved to Resolution No. 04-3495

Vote: Councilors Burkholder, Mclain, Monroe, Park, Newman, Hosticka and
Council President Bragdon voted in support of the motion. The vote was 7

the motion

6. ORDINANCES -FIRST READING

Ordinance No.04-1036, For the Purpose of Amending Metro Code Chapter
5.02 to Establish the Initial Disposal Charge for Compostable Organic Waste
at Metro Transfer Stations.

6.1
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Council President Bragdon assigned Ordinance No. 04-1036 to Council.

7. CHIEF OPBRATING OFFICER COMMI.]NICATION

Michael Jordan, Chief Operating Officer, announced that BeeJaye Jones would be joining the
Council team October 1,2004. He said he received by email several stories about employees. He
talked about the quality of human beings that were employed at Metro.

8. COI.TNCILOR COMMfINICATION

Council President Bragdon announced a coffee talk this was coming up Monday at Metro. The
Planning Director of State of Melborne, Australia would provide the presentation.

Councilor Mclain talked about the Fork It Over food donation program. They now had l3 new
businesses, which were participating. She felt it was a great program and they had gotten
wonderful media coverage.

Councilor Park said this morning they met with Jenna Dom from the Federal Transportation
Authority. He said both Washington State and this region participated in the meeting. People
continued to come to Metro to look at how we were doing it differently. He spoke to regional
discussions and how unique our region's collaborative relationships were.

9. ADJOURN

There being no further business to come before the Metro Council, Council President Bragdon
adjourned the meeting at 3:40 p.m.

Prepared by

Chris Billington
Clerk of the Council
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ATTACHMENTS TO THE PUBLIC RECORD FOR THE MEETING OF SEPTEMBER

23.2004

Item Topic Doc Date Document Description Doc. Number
5.1 Minutes 9lt6t04 Minutes of the Metro Council Meeting

of September 16,2004
092304c-01

J Power Point
Presentation

9t23t04 To: Metro Council From: Gerry [Iba,
Planning Department Re: Portland

Region: How are we doing - draft 2004
Performance Measures

092304c-02
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September 21,2004

MERC Commission
Mark B. Williams

FROM: Jeffrey A. Blosser

LEED'S Rating Certification for the Oregon Convention Center

I wanted to update you on the progress for achieving a LEED'S certification for
the Oregon Convention Center. I will put the items into categories for easy
references.

1) Process: with the US Green Building council national meeting here in
November, we have put together a plan in two stages.

A. stage one: Include the hiring of zGF and US Green Building
Services, a sub of ZGF, to manage the process.

B. Stage Two: The LEED certiflcation will be in two phases, first will
be a new building rating for the expansion because it can get done
before November and secondly, with the excise tax funding, retrofit
of the existing building to achieve an Existing Building LEED
ceftification for the entire facility once the improvements have
been made.

c. Applications for new building certification has been sent in and
approved as a part of the project.

D. currently, groups involved are occ staff (Jeff Blosser, Bob spier,
Sara Bernhard) ZGF staff, project staff who worked on the
expansion (Karl schulz) and other contractors, GBG, and Hoffman
Construction as well.

RE

TO:
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z)

Cost: $870,000

Cost: 9130,000

Cost: $ 60,000

Cost: $ 28,000

(198 in total) including electricar, hardware & labor installation.
Cost: $125,000

restrooms and closets
Cost: $ 10,000

management
Cost: $ 30,000

Cost: $125,000

Total cost of the projects will be estimated at $1,378,000. Costs could vary
depending upon the bid climate to complete this work.

3) Financing options: we are looking at using the excise tax funds being
rebated back to MERC/occ as the major funding source. Funds can be
borrowed from the State to put this project in motion and then be paid
back over time with the excise tax monies.

Funds available - $595,000 per year - from the excise tax rebate.

The options for funding are a 3 and a 5 year.

3-year option: project would be completed in about 6 months and would
be paid off in 2.4 years if all funds are dedicated.

S-year option: Project would be completed in about 6 months and
funding could be allocated at 9285,000 per year to pay it off and there
would be $310,000 per year for other projects.
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The region's emerging smart energy sector promises cutting-edge etliciency technologies and alternatives to top-down energy distribution

Energy technology gets smart
From fuel ce!!s to software, NW innovators create efficiency industry

((

S
mart energy" has become a buzz term. Rolled
offthe tongue and written on the page with the
same ease and ambrguity as "sustainability"

greater reliance on renewable resonrces; the application
of advanced technology to the electicity system; and
more contolled distribution of energy.

"It's the only way we are going to get out of the
predicament we're in of surging fossil fuel prices,
dependence on foreign sources and not to mention the
degradation of the environment," said Marc Krasnowsky,
communications director for Northwest Energy
Coalition, a regional consortium advocating for

p nort of The hlbs
and "environmentally friendly," its nature is ieopardized
by overexposure and overuse.

A few values for smart energy, however, can be
agreed on: a premium placed upon energy efficiency
and conservation; less dependence on fossil fuels and awww. portofthedal les. com

I
Sustainable Industries Journal
3941 SE Hawthorne Blvd,

Portland,0R 97214

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

I pRsRr rtR
CLASS MAIL
U,S, Postage

PA IO

Portland,0R
Permit No,816

Auricultural plastics seek recycling profits
BY APRIL STREETER

and her daughter starting picking up the plastic twine
from nearby farms, and eventually it grew into a
business taking back and recyding nearly every type of
plastic used on farms and at nurseries. The fon

dairy-farm background helped
them imagine

Alan Jongsma.

readies

h8aps ol
shrink wrap
tor recycling.
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l\ | o huge profit has been generated yet by collecting

l\l *,. used baling twine, nursery pots and empty
I I pesticide containers in piles behind comgated tin

walls at the egi-elas Inc. recyding company in Keizer,
Ore. But there's potential - potentid 611 Rgri-Plas
owners Dari and Alan )ongsma said spurred them
tl"orgh a decadeJong slog to make plastic recyding a
profitable business.

Dari fongsma started the business when her young
daughter came home from school on an Earth Day and
asked her where used baling twine ended up. fongsma
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Renewable and'Smart Eneruy' Companies

EDITORIAL BY TOM KOEHLER

An obscure state administra-
tive rule in Oregon mandates
that ethanol, a renewable
biofuel, be blended with
gasoline sold in the Portland
metro area during the fotu
months of winter.

Blending biofuel with
gasoline has a number of environmental benefits,
induding reduced emissions of cancer-causing air
toxics, carbon monoxide and most importantly,
climate change-causing gases. The fact that it's
produced in the United States means ethanol also
reduces our heavy reliance on foreign oil. And
over the last five years, the price ofethanol has
averaged 30 cents per gallon less than gasoline.

The national ethanol industry has grown
steadily in recent years, and Oregon is poised to
caphre some of the gowth. Several companies
have proposed building plaats in rural Oregon to
produce ethanol from agricultual products. An
852-acre facility in Clarkaaie, Ore., proposed by
Cascade Grain, would produce 100 million
gdlons annually. Refening to the proiect, Sen.

Gordon Smi*r (R-Ore.) said: 'At a time when bo&
the national economy and Oregon's economy are

struggling, it's good to see the commitrnent and
desire to add new lobs and industry..." Other
plants, planned in Eastem Oregon near Ontario
and La Grande, could bring millions of dollars of
investrnent to nual parts of the state (see
"Reaping biofuel's rewards" chart on page 4).

One wouldn't expect the state's environmental
watchdog, the Departrnent of Environmental
Quality (DEQ), to care so much about the price of
gas, energy security, or even economic develop
ment. But even though use of biofuels in gas has
proven environmental benefits, DEQ staffare
recommending the state do away with its biofuel-
blending requirement in 2005. This is especially
bizarre because DEQ's own intemal analysis
claims keeping the fuel mle in place would
reduce emissions of carbon monoxide, carbon
dioxide and other toxins over the next 15 years.

Who's in favor of keeping the biofuel mle the
way it is) Republican and Democratic legislators
from urban and rural Oregon, state agencies like
the Oregon Office of Energy and the Departrnent
of Agnculture, the City of Portland and the City of
Beaverton, the Oregon Farm Bureau and the
Oregon Environmental Council.

Who's opposed) Lobbyists for Western States
Petroleum Marketers and British Petoleum,
otherwise known as BP (l guess we're not quite
yet "Beyond Petroleum"). Apparently they have a

lot ofpull, and apparently they aren't as excited
about low-cost fuel and dean air as you and I are.

DEQ's shffhas conduded that ifwe dont need
the nrle to meet a federal emissions standard, it
should be scrapped. There are two maior problems
with this reasoning. First, the ethanol regulation
is not burdensome. It actually saves taxpayers
money while cuttng pollirtion. Even the oil
companies make money on it. Secondly, making
a narrow decision on one pollutant alone is
emblematic of "silo" dision-making. Recently,
the National Academy of Sciences issued a report
urging public agencies to adopt multi-pollutant,
multi-f,redia analyses for regulations. Failure to
do so undercuts other state initiatives and goals.

Gov. lbd Kulongosh is pushing trvo maior
initiatives that would seemingly benefit from
increased use of biofuUs. The fust is his renewable

energy plan, currently in draft formal The second
is his lead role in the West Coast Govemor's Global
Warming Initiative. Kulorngosh has yet to weigh in
on this biofuel issue, and it's high time he did.

Oregon currently impo.tt 100 percent of its
transportation fuel. There will never be an oil
refinery built in Oregon, but with the right
economic development and environmental poli-
cies, the state could build a billon-dollar biofuel
industry with a biorefinery in every county. It
wouldn't require lavish subsidies or tax credits.
All it requires is a market, which the current
biofuel program provides. The biorefineries
would produce renewable fuei, create new fobs,
put agncultural and municipal waste to good use,

and help mitigate environmental woes. This is
called sustainable development, but it could all
amount to unrealized potential and wor*rless
words if the Portland biofuel program is ended.

DEQ is holding hearings and accepting public
comment on the nrle in October (comments can
be emailed to nordberg.dave@ dr4.stnte.or.us). The
state Environmental Quality Commission plans to
take up the issue Dec. 9-10. a

lon Koehler (ton@celilo.net) has been in he biotuel
industry for the last I 5 years and is a co-owner of
Celilo Eroup filedia.
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spothChting 25 GREEN BUILDING
LEADERS IN THE NORTHWEST;
aa in-depth look at what makes
the U.S. GREEN BUILDING
COUNCIL tick, and more!
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Energy information management, load forecasting, worklorce automation2 Itron, 2818 N Sullivan Rd., Spokane, WA 99216
www.itron.com, 509-924-9900

Digital protective relaysSchweitser Engineering [abs, 2350 NE Hopkins Ct., Pullman, WA 99163
www.selinc.com, 509-332- I 890

Advanced power electronics for use in solar, wind and renewable energy

systems
4 Xantrex Technologr

8999 Nelson Way, Burnaby, BC V5A 485, 604-422-8595
5916 195th St. NE, Arlingon, WA 98223, 360-435-8826
www.xantrex.com

Silicon lor photovoltaic cells6 Shell Solar/Siemens Solar. 12016 NE 95th St., Vancouver, WA 98682
www.earthsolar.com, 360-944-925 1

3 AREVA T & D (Last year was Alstom Esca Corp.)
11120 NE 33rd Pl., Bellevue, WA

www.arevatd.com, 425-822-6800

Energy transmission and distribution

Advanced meteringPower Measurement
2195 Keating Cmss Road, Saanichton, BC V8M 245
rvww.pwrm.com, 250-652-7 100

Vestas American Wind Technologlr
lll SW Columbia, Suite 480, Portland, 0R 97201
www.vestas-awt.com. 503-327-2000

Wind turbines5

Systems integrator that designs, installs and services building automation
and contml systems

Conrol Contractors lnc., 1 128 Poplar Pl S, Seattle, WA 98144
www.conholcontractors.com, 206-328-1 730

TIR Systems tH., 3350 Bridgeway St., Vancouver, BC V5K lH9
www.tirsys.com, 604-294-Ui 7

Manulacturer of next generation lighting using semi+onductor-based
technology using Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs)

Compact and efficient fuel processors incorporating a patented

two-stage purification process and integrated PEM fuel cell systems for
portable and stationary applications

7 ldalech, 63160 Britta St., Bend, 0R 97701
www.idatech.com, 541-383-3390

9 0u$ack Power Systems, 19009 62nd Ave NE, Arlin$on, WA 98223

www.outbackpower.com, 360-435-6030
Power systems equipment

Cader Electronics, 22000 Frasenvood Way, Richmond, BC V6W 1J6

www.cadex,com, 604-23 1-7755
Designer and manufacturer of advanced battery chargers and analyzers

Manufacturer and distributor of intelligent building automation systemsCircon Systems Corp.,
i10-6651 Fraserwood Pl., Richmand, BC V6W IJ3
www.circon.com, 604-232-4700

Battery monitoring and management systems, dissolved gas analyzers, and

remote on-line monitoring services for power utilities
8 Serveron G0rp.,3305 NWAloclek Drive, Hillsboro,0R 9i124

503-924-3200, www.serveron.com

Soltek Powersource Energr [td.
2-745 Vanalman Ave., Victoria, BC V8Z 386
wwwsoltek.ca, 250-1 27 -2135

Design and distributes solar PV systems

l0 Canyon lndusfies lnc., 5500 Blue Heron Ln., Deming, WA 98244
www.canyonindustries.com, 360-592-5552

Hydroeleckic generation

lnnovaTek, 350 Hills St. Suite 104, Richland, WA 99351
www.tekkie.com, 509-375- 1093

Developer ol a luel processing system that provides a clean hydrogen

stream to luel cells

1l Enerlvaste lnternational Corporation, P0 Box I 194, Belfingham, WA 98227

wwweco-web.com, 360-i38-1254
Waste{o-energy incineration systems

Systems West Enginners, 4l I High St., Eugene, 0R 97401
www.systemswestengineers.com, 541-342-7 210

Engineering service provider for energy-efficient systems lor public agencies

and private lacilities

11 AquaEnergy Group [td., P0 Box 1276, Mercer lsland, WA 98040
www.aquaenergygroup.com, 425-430-7924

0cean energy systems, offshore wave energy converters

11 Edtek, lnc., 7082 S 220th, Kent, WA 98032
www.th inkenerglr.com, 253-395-8084

Photovoltaic cell manulacturer

Manufacturer of fuel cell technologies0elta 0 lechnologies
5250 Grimmer St., Suite 3, Burbaby, BC V5H 2H2

www.delta-q.com, 604-321 -8244

legend Power System
408-l0o Park Royal, Wbst Vancouver, BC V7T lA2
www.legendpower.com, 604-913-8 158

Manufacturer and distributor ol voltage optimizers and power factor
conectors

l4 VirUal Technologies Ltd., 3815 S. Union Rd., Spokane, WA 99206
www.virturaltechnologiesltd.com, 509-244-3252

Engineering and manufacturing oi custom power products and

alternative energr electronics
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SUEvents Calendar 0cT0BER 2004 0cT0BER 2004

Quick Picks
@ooouertS-2t
"Solar Power 21il14," San francisco
The ilyatt Regenry welcomes what's being as
billed as the largest+ver "business-to-busi-
ness and business-toronsumei' solar event
in the United States. All the big players are
mobilizing for this one.
Ittlo: wuw.solarpouer20ll4.com

Y0ctober19
"Eetter Eusimss llrough Erean Pwor,"
Seattle lhe confeence and trade show at
Seahawks Stadium aims to show how green
power purchases can contribute to business-
es' bottom lines. Nationally recognized speak-
ers detail financial advantages, describe
options (including on-site electricity genera-
tior), and show successJul applications. Cost
is $60. lnlo: nwv.rnp.org

{VJ0ctober 19-20
"Ewironmentel Conlorence ol
lYashingbn," Seatde The Association ol
Washington Business partners with the
Northwest Envirofl mental Business Council
for this expanded conference at the
Washington State Convention & Trade Center
lnle wu.neIc.org/t0lY.asp

i[Vr0ctober 21-23
"l{orth lrprican Gonlerance on
Sustainability and Higher Education"
Portland ihe University o{ Portland plays host
to this Education ior Sustainability l/Vestem

Ithtwork gathering aimed at advancing sus-
tainability at college and university campuses
throughout the United States and Canada.
I nto: uw.efsurcstorg/conf erence/inderfi tml

{V/0ctober25
"Cradlg t0 8radlo lhsf,in: Dasigniq lor

Reuse," Se,at{e The workshop teaches design
pmfessionals, owners and developers hou to
assess a building for its dconshuction poten-
tial, write dmonstruction into specifications,
overcome challenges to deconstruction and
salvage, design a building to be easily decon-
structed and use deconstruction to achieve
LEEDTM cmdits.
lnlo: wuw.resourcevenEre.org/calendar.htn

September 30-0ctober 2
"Engineers lor a Sushinable World Annual
Conlerence," Stanlord, Calif. The theme of the
conference, "Solutions lor a Shrinking Planet:
Sustainable Engineering and Enterprise for
Human Development."
lnlo: httpy'/esw.shnlord.edu/conlll4/

0ctober 2
"Solar lour," Washington A statewide tour
sponsored by the Solar Washington ksociation
in conjunction with the American Solar Energy
Society. lnfo: Email Chris at chris@
wintersundesign.com.

0ctober 3
"Re-envisioning Rainwater: 02 Eco-oesign
Event" PorUand. This $5 outdoor event at lrft.
Tabor Park begins at 3 p.m. with a brief
description of opportunities for rainwater use,
followed by an activity in which participants
generate new rainwater collection schemes.
lnfo: Email oebbie 0riscoll at
dadrisco@yahoo.com.

0ctober 7
"[EE0 Intermediate Training Workshop,"
Vancouver B.C.
lnlo: Email emayer@cagbc.org.

0ctober 7
"Position Your Company to Win llational
lnstitute of Health Awards," Seattle The
Washingon Technology Center organized this
one-day, $150 event at the Hilton to help com-
panies tap into federal grant programs to fund
research and development projects. lnfo:
Contact Rusell Paez at 206-616-3102 or
rpaez@vatec hcenler.org.

0ctober 12
"Creating a fuccess{ul Sustainability
lnitiatiye in Your 0rganization," Portland
0ct. 12 is the first day of this four-session
workshop series facilitated by Duke Castle.
ldo; tmw.orhs.org

0ctober 12
"Crime Prevention Ihrough Environmental
Design," Tacoma, Wash. A new appmach to an
age-old concem about security. lnlo:
vfirw.obrisnandco.com

()ctober 13-14
"Wind Power Project Siting Workshop,"
Portland The American Wind Energy
Association presents a program addressing
proiect siting (wildlife surveys, community
relations, etc.).
I nlo: *rw.awea.org/seminarVsitingl.htnl

0ctober 14-15
"Taking Your llatural leadership Step trom
lnspiration to Accomplishment" PorUand
lnlo: wuw.orhs.org

()ctober 15
"Strategies lor Zero Waste," Eugene, 0re.
Presented by the Sustainability Leadership
Academy at the University ol 0regon, the one-
day semrnar focuses on the principles and
practices ol strategies to reduce and eliminate
all lorms of waste. Cost is $200.
lnlo: htuy'/center.uoregon.eddsustain

0ctober 15-10
"20114 Environment Education Association of
0regon Conference," 0regon City, 0re.
EEA0 is again focusing on "sustainability" for
its annual shindig, held this year at Clackamas
Community College.
I nlo: www.eeao.org/eC0t{tll4.htm

0ctober 15-17
"lSth Annual Bioneers Conference," San
Rafael, Calil.
lnlo: www.bioneers.org/conlerence

0ctober 16
"Aligning Your Career Witr Sushinabilig,"
Portland. lnlo: www.ortns.org

()ctober 18
"Make Recycling Work lor You: How llew
Recycling Trends and Regulations Aflect Your
Properties," Seatte Half-day workshop lor
property managers, covering paper recpling,
computer recycling and much more. Sponsored
by the Building 0wners and Managers
Association and King County. lnfo: Email lom
Wabon at tom.wabon@metrokc gov.

0ctober 18-22
"Compost tacility operator Training,"
Puyallup, lYash.
lnlo: www.compostlvachingon.org

0ctober 21-24
"llorfiwest EcoBuilding Guild Annual
Retreat" P0rt 0rchard, Wash. An opportunity
to for NEBC members to networi and leam.
lnf o: www.ecobuilding.orycal

0ctober 25
"llational Charetle lnstitution Certilication,"
Portland The all-day course prepares students
to plan, prepare and host a chanette.
lnlo: wrw.charretteinstihfie.org

0ctober 26
"Retink Demolition: llow lo Deconsfuct a
Building lrom Start to Finish," SeatUe Ihis
workshop teaches general contractors and
demolition contractors how to assess a build-
ing lor its deconstruction potential, control
costs, and more.
lnlo: tnrw.resourceyenture.org/calendar.htm

0ctober 27
"llet Zero Energy House," Seatte An evening
opportunity t0 learn about the design, tech-
nologies and feasibility of building a net zero

energy house in the Pacific Northwest. lnfo:
Contact Marni Eyans at 206-291 4568 or
marnilade@hotmail.com.

0ctober 28
"People and Profihbility: Human Resources
lor Ue Triple Bottom line," Portland
hlo: http//center.u0regon.edu/sushin

0ctober 31
"Bio-based Plant l{utrient Products: 0uality
Asurance, Marketing, and Regulations,"
Seattle
I nJo: wwwasa-cssa-ssa.org/anmeeV

Send your Slt Calendar event to
ca I e n d a r@s ij o u r na l. c o m.

@octonerzg -"Accountlng fu r Sustainability," Porfland
Presenled by the Sustainability Leadership
kademy at the Univenity of 0regon, the one-
day seminar locuses on the principles and
practrces ol accounting and reporting envimn-
mental, social, and economic assets and liabil-
ities. Cost is $200.
I nlo: tfiSy'/cerbr.uoregorueddsustain

The recently revamped 0regon Convention Center is chasing IEEll certilication, and a "green" hotel could soon accompany it.

Portland rolls out green carpet
TPORTLAND]

0
regon may soon be able to put another
notch in its green building belt for
becoming the second state in the United

States to have a LEED-certified convention center.
And to rouad out its potential as a "green
conference" focal point, a hotel could follow suit.

The only other LEED<ertified convention
center in the nation is Pittsburgh's David L.
Lawrence Center, which in 2003 hosted the U.S.
Green Building Council's wildly successfirl annual
GreenBuild conference. The Oregon Convention
Center is scheduled to host the Nov. 10-12
GreenBuild 2004 confab.

"Pordand is considered leading edge when it
comes to sustainabiJity," said |effBlossea OCC
executive director. Blosser said he thinks certiSing
OCC will encourage more people to hold events
in the Northwest. "It shows that we walk the talk
and we protect what is valuable to us."

Blosser also said the Portland Development
Commission is issuing a request for proposals
in September for construction of a hotel with
environmentally innovative design requirements
across the steet fiom OCC. ExEa consideration
will be given for LEED certification, he said.

The 800-room Headquarters Hotel, as the
project is informally known, is expected to cost
$160 million and generate as many as 2,500 jobs
(see "Convention hotel passes go on green," S,l"/,

fuly 2003). The project's estimated completion
date is 2007 or 2008.

The convention center, meanwhile, gained
positive exposure for its 2003 expansion (see
"Convention center gugles for fanfare," SIJ,
April 2003), particularly the addition ofa rain
garden with nahual settling ponds and landscape
features that fllter pollutants in runoffbound for
the Willamette fuver.

OCC decided to pursue certification in |une,
and the estimated $1.3 million project is expected
to be completed by Dec. l To achieve LEED the
building must change out four cooling units and
add a variable-speed drive to air handling.

The level of LEED certi-fication it will achieve is
currently unclear, according to Blosser. Although
it could be the second LEED convention center in
the U.S., it would be the fust to certify under
LEED's new Existing Building standards.

Another city to position itself as a green-
themed convention destination is Vancouver B.C.
While not yet LEED certified, the Vancouver
Convention Cente is an approved "go-green"
building of the Building Owners and Managers
Association (BOMA) of British Columbia. Cente
planners are now constructing the largest ecoroof
in Canada, estimated to be the size of four city
blocks, and set for completion in 2008.

"The Pacific Northwest is leading the nation in
green building," said Taryn Holowka, communi-
cations and fund development director of the U.S.
Green Bui.lding Council. "l fiink it is a great
additional benefit for convention centers to certify
because it gets the publicity.... People want to be
in a green building Missy Somers

Equlp Your Orgonlzttlon
For lhe 2lgt Century

Aclion Leorning Seminors
for lhe Forword Thinking Professionol

October ond November Seminors:. Strotegies lor Zero Woste, Ociober l5 (Eugene)
. Humon Resources for lhe Triple Botlom Line,

October 28 (Portlond)
. Accounting for Sustoinobility, October 29

(Portlond)
. Sustoinobility Chonge Monogement.

November I 8-1 9, (Portlond)

Regisler todoy! For complete 2004-2005 seminor
schedule visil us on the web ot:

ccnlcauorcgcll.Gdu/ructcln
sustoin@conlinue.uoregon.edu

(8001 824-2714
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SUlYews
Two states tackle
climate strategies
tOLYMPIA, WASH.]

group of stakeholders assembled by the
Puget Sound Clean Air Agency is polishing
a list of plans that will one day morph intoA

Washington's statewide dimate change shategy.
And in October, an Oregon advisory group

plans to release for public comment a draft report
of recommendations to Gov. Ted Kulongoski on
how to combat dimate change.

Decreasing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
from all different human endeavors is the overar,
ching goal, and the starting point appears daunt-
ing. Oregon has said it wants to reduce GHG
emissions to below 1990 levels, but the latest data
show the state at 18 percent above such levels.

"We've creeped upward instead of downward,"
said Angus Duncan, president of the Bonneville
Environment Foundation, and draft report author.

Angus 1luncan

Dulcan considers 1990
levels "aspirational" but more
than achievable within a longer
time frame. The group report
will recommend that by 2020
or 2025 the state dip to 10
percent below 1990 levels.
Also, in order to recover what
scientists refer to as climate

stability levels, the advisory group will likely rec-
ommend cuts 75 to 80 percent below 1990 levels.
"These are daunting tasks, but if youve got no
choice you figure out how to do it," Duncan said.

The Conference Board, a global business
advisory group based in New York and Brussels, in
September gathered a group of scientists that con-
duded the corporate world must wgently consider
risks and costs associated with GHG mitigation.

The Oregon advisory group, which indudes
industry representatives such as NW Natural CEO
Mark Dodson, will likely tackle GHG mitigation
plans for the auto and utility indusries - initia-
tives Duncan calls the "big-ticket items."

The group will recommend an automobile
uilpip" standard, similar to Califomia's, to reduce
carbon dioxide emissions, and mandatory reduc-
tions in GHG emissions for each hlowatt-hour of
energy produced. Both could create costs and
opportunities if tumed into law by the 2007
legislanre. "We're abundantly aware of the
difficulties," Duncan noted. "But a 40- to 50-year
planning horizon creates flexibility even someone
like Pacific Power can fi.rnction with."

Oregon's draft report is due in mid-October
while Washington's stakeholders report to the
Puget Sound Clean Air Agency in November.
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Beaping biofuel's rewards
Several companies have proposed building plants to produce ethanol from agriculhual

products in rural pockets of Oregon. The facilities are expected to bring millions of dollars of
investrnent to rural parts of *re state. In spite of the apparent environmental and economic
benefie, the Oregon Departrnent of Environmentat Quality is recommending scrapping a state

rule that mandates ethanol be blended with gasoline sold in the Portland area dwing the winter.
Scrapping the rule, according to this month s SIJ Editorial on page 2, could potentially wipe out
the state's emerging biofuel indrxtry. Below is a snapshot of the projected economic benefits of
four proposed biofuel plants in Oregon.

T0TAL 200 million i300 million 3,479

SOURCES, lndustry representatives; Capital investment and iob creati0n numbers are extrapolati0ns based on industry standards lrom "Ethanol

and Local Economy," a 2002 report by AUS Consultants.

Jobs createdCapital investment
throughoul economy

Location0eveloper Annual production
(gallons)

100 million $150 million 1,734Cascade Grain St. Helens

$60 millionLa Grande 40 million

$60 million40 million

20 million $30 million

694

694Board ma nUndisclosed

3570ntario

a

Sushinable Energy
DeYelopment lnc.

Treasure Valley
Renewable Resources

.ltaq.r-. r.. 4!_!!FFr.
I

SUlfews 0cr0BER 2004 0cT0BER 2004

PDX Port pursues
low-hanging fruit
TPORTLANDI

J\ refuing the Columbia tuver to increase

I t cargocontainer taffic has long been a

lJ contentious environmental issue, as has

the air pollution caused by commercid airplane
emissions. But in recent years, the Port of
Portland has appeared to rise above some of
the fray.

The Port, which oversees both the city's
shippurg facilities and the Portland Intemational
Airport, released its annual environmental report
in September. The detailed and candid report
outlines successes in recyding over 200,000
pounds offood waste and achieving a 73 percent
usage of environmentally preferable 

f anitorial
products.

Out of 13 environmental targets set for FY
2003-04, the Port met or exceeded 10. Highlights
for the agenry indude: buying 80,000 gallons of
biodiesel, appreciably bolstering the fuells local
market acceptance; instal ling lighting controls
and implementing LED technology; adding drip
irrigation projects projected to save nearly
333,000 gallons ofwater per year; and drafting
a "Designing for the Environment" toolkit to
educate employees about efficient energy and
nahral resowce use, hedthy building materials
and pollution prevention.

Like the Port of Seattle, the Port of Portland is
unique in that it stiil relies heavily on the export
ofagricultural and mineral goods. Recent studies
suggest that Portland exports more than the city

tects, designers, developers, pmject man-
agen, and building owners and operaton to
help them make sustainable design deci-

sions based on ener6r consumption and

costs. ln five clicks, lmplement ranks strate-
gies for increasing the energ and water efli-
ciency of various building types.
Recommendations are based on the regional

climate. More information at wwwZ.ci.seat-
tle.wa.udlmpIement/.

Washington Stah UniverciU fner$t Program
The WSU Extension Enerry Pmgram web site
pmvides research, information and solntions.
Visitors can also subscribe to GreenClips and

other mailing lists. More information at
www.energl.wsu.edu.

Energy ilodeling Engineer, Blumac. Location,
Portland. Glumac seeks a mechanical engi-
neer wrth 3+ years expenence as an energy
modeler. Expenence with 00E2, BDL, energy

analysis, and spreadsheets required.
Candidate needs a good understanding of
building, mechanical, and electrical systems

and energr conservation. lncentive program

knowledge is desirable. Email resume and
cover letter to carers@glumac.com.

Energy Program Analyst Oregon Deparhent
ol Energr. Location: Salem, Ore. The depart-
ment seeks an analyst to assist in the devel-

opment, administration, and evaluation of
policies and programs related to renewable

energr, industrial efficiency, and the trans-
portation sector. Salary range is $38,496 to

$53,712. More information at
www. e n e rg/. st a t e. o r. u s.

Enyironmenlal Cleanup Section ilanage6
0regon Departnent ol Environmenhl
lluality. Location' Portland. DEQ seeks a

manager to supervise stafl in cleanup pro-
grams. Salary ranges lrom $4,099 to $6,048
per month. More rnformation at
www. d eq. st ate. u. u {m sd/h r/jobs. a s p.

Environmental ProEam Manager, Iillamook
Estnries Partnership (IEP). Locationr

Garibaldi, 0re. TEP is dedicated to the con-
servation and restoration of f ive l'illammk
County estuaries and their watersheds. The

EPM acts as TEPs lead scientist, identifying,
developing and managing natural resource

enhancement and research projects. More

inlormation al www.tbnep.wg.

lnside Sales Rep, Sun lighl and Power.
Location: Eerkeley, Calif. Sun Light and
Power designs and installs solar electric
(photovoltaic) and solar hot water systems
lor commercial and residential use. Jlree
pan sales uperience and love of the envi-
ronment required. More information at
www. su n I i ght a n d power.co m.

lnterns, Cascadia 6reen Building Council.
Location, Portland and Seattle. The Cascadia
Green Building Council seeks volunteer
interns lor four- to nine-month terms in its
Portland and Seattle offices. ln exchange for
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general oflice assistance, the intemships will
offer uperience and lree registration to edu-
cational events. For more information, email
Brandon Smith at
bra ndon @ca sca d i a g bc. w g.

Program Asislant 0regon Environmental
Council (0EC). Location, Portland.
Ihe program assistant will urtrfi closely with
OEC stafl on a variety ol pmjects and tasks

- lrom helping companies and individuals
take voluntary steps to reduce pollution to
policy work and lobbying campaigns. lt'lost ol
the successlul candidates time over the next

two years will be focused on reducing diesel
emissions, which pollute the air of every

Oregon county, causing cancer and childhood
asthma. Starting salary range is $9 to $12
per hour wrth hnefits. More information at
www.orcouncil.org.

Prolect ltlanager, Shrdent Conseryation
Association (SCA). Location: Seattle. SCA,

the nation s leading provider ot high school
and college-aged volunteers lor the conser-
vation of public lands, seeks a pmgram

manager for its Native Plant Prqect. Position

requires extensive travel - particularly in

summer, More inJormation at
www.thesca.org.

Proiect ilanager, Raln Co. Location, Bellevue,
Wash. Rafn Co. has a psition open lor a
project manager ol mixed-use pro1ects. Email
r6sumd and cover letter t0 hr@ratn.com.

Sales/Proiect ilanager, Environmental
Building Supplies (EBS). Location: Portland

and Bend, 0re. Envimnmental Butlding
Supplies (EBS) in Bend seeks an outgoing,
persistent individual with a strong under-

standing of the construction/prqect man-
agement field to fill the Iull{ime position of
the saleVpmject manager. The position will
be working in many different areas such as
retail sales, warehouse management, and

Be sure to check out the
2004 Green and Solar

Homes Oregon magazine.
For more info contact

(s41) 617-9013

on-site supervising. Portland's EBS also
seeks a full-time sales assistant with a

background in design or construction. More

information at www.tohaus.com.

Senior Marteting Coordinator, Parametk.
Location, Portland. Northwest engineenng,

environmental sciences and architectural
consulting firm seeks a full{ime senior mar-
keting coordinator. More information at
www-parametrix.com.

Showroom Sales, Environmenhl Home Genter
(EHC). Location, Seattle. EHC recently lost its
showroom, offices and main warehouse in a

fire, but the company is setting-up a new

temporary location. Cunently, EHC is search-
ing ior a salesperson to help build and
organize a healthy carpet pmgram. More

information al www.envinnmentalhotwen-
ter.com.

Iea Account iianager, Transtair USI Location,
0akland, Calif. Nonprofit seeks a tea account
manager, responsible lor managing all of
TransFair's cunent and potential tea part-
ners. Hdshe helps cunently licensed tea

companies grow their Fair Trade Certilied
(FIC) sales by providing relationship man-
agement and by connecting them to sales
tools and marketing opportunities created by

TransFair USA. For more information, email
pe rco n ne I @t ra n sf a i ru s a. o r g.

Various Pmitions, Ihe 6reen Chemisty
lnstiUte. The Green Chemistry lnstitute
seeks individuals wrth knowledge and enthu-
siasm for advancing green chemistry and
engineering. A variety of positions are under

consideration, including sabbatical assign-
ments, lntergovemmental Personnel Act (lPA)

assignments, intemships-for+redit, fellow-
ships, contractors and consultants. More

inlormation al hft py'/chemi stry.org/gan-
chenistryinstitute.

ENBOTLING NOW!

Professional
Gertificate In
lrnplernenting
Sustainalr-tity
Registration also available

for individual classes:
Understsnding Sunainability.......... oct 1

Buildiqthe Brsiness CEso........,..Oct 15

SraEgies lor Getting Startod . . . . . . . . . oct E
Systefirs lor Managing Sustainability. .Nov. '12

Ecologically Susrainable Oecign . . . . ..Nov. l9
Sldaimbilityard Marketing..........Dec. 3

EneqySraegies....................Dec. 10

Sustainabilig in Govemmed......... Dec. 17

To register or tor more infomaton comact
Jenniler Allen, ihallen@pdx.edu, 58-725-8546.

PornexoSrnrn
LINIVERSTTY

www..u.t.ln.pdx.cdq/r.gl.t.r.php
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SU Leads
Yolunteers, Zenger tarm. lncalion: Portand.

Zenger Farm (www.nn geia rn.ug) seks
volunteers for a lundraiser barbecue at all
I,lew Seasons markets in Portland on 0ct. 9-
10. I}e nonprofit works to shorraase sustain-
able urban agriculture, and pmvide educa-

tional and green business oppodunities t0
youth and adults. New Seasons is donating
fmd, equipment and parking lot space at
this public event. Volunteen will help pre-
pare and serve food, keep the area clean,

and tell people about Zenger Farm. For more

information, contact Wisteria Loeffler at ns-
teri a @zen geia rn.org or 503-2824245.

BA[t (Busines Alliance lor Local living
Economies) BALLE has changed its named
to Sustainable Business Network of Portland.
The group is still focusing on local

.economies. More information al ww.sbn'
portland.org.

Call lor Papers: 2005 Solar World Congles
Ihe Aug. 6-12, 2005 lntemational Solar

Energ Conference is a ways out, but paper

proposals in all areas of renewable energy

and energ efficiency are sought now.

Deadline lor abstracts is 0ct. 15. More infor
fiation al www. a s m e. org/d ivi s io n s/so I a r/.

Joel ltlakower Blog Joel Makower of
GreenBiz.com fame has launched a new

weblog. litled "Two Steps Fonrard," the site
features regular postings on sustainable
business, clean technolog, and the green

marketplace. Itilore information at
h tt p y'/ m a kower.W p a d. co m.

City Club of Portand's Business & Technology
lsue Committee Meets first V'lednesdays of
the month. More information al www.pdxcity-
cl u b. org/com m ift *!bu s i ness. p h p.
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SUL
Leads provides tinely infornation on
su sta inab I e h u si n ess -th e ne d :. Erants, tax credits and funding
oppoftunities
. Contracts and RfPs
. Awards
o Free resources
. tob openings
Yle welcome your leedback and
subn issions at I ea ds@sijournal.com

U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency
Brownlields Grants The Brownf ields

Revitalization Act pmvides new tools for the
public and private sector to pmmote sustain-
able browniields cleanup and reuse.

Brownfields grants will continue to serve as
the foundation of EPA's brownlields program.
More information at www.epa. gov/browns-
fields.pilot.htm.

Editorial lntern Wanted
Sustainable lndustries Joumal, a nonlhly
Northwest business trade publication by

Celilo Group Media, seeks an editonal
intern for the winter/spring ol 2005. The
position can be tailored to fit the intem's
availability over one academic quarter,

semester or similar period of time. A typi-
cal time commitment is 10 to 20 hours per
week both in the Portland oflice and in the
field. The intemship is unpaid and offers
no benefits, though the chosen candidate
will be offered necessary training and
hands+n journalism experience at a
small, upstart publication. Activities
include conducting research; compiling
ideas and content tor some of the joumal's
regular inside segments; organizing files
and other office work; and assisting the
editor and associate editor where needed.
The intemship can be partially customized
to fit the intern's speci{rc areas ol interest.
lntems will also be given the opportunity
to contribute news briefs, articles and
photography for possible publication.
Joumalism, business or environmental
studies students with a stmng interest in
writing will be given preference. S//is an
equal-opportunity enterprise. lnterested
individuals should contact Sl/editor Erian
J. Back at 503-225-7798 or
brian@celilo.net

for more information about SU,

sa www.sijournal.con.

GBANTS & FU1{OING

Ihe EPA has also introduced a web-based
tool to give the public unprecedented access
to intenelated information about local
brownfrelds propertres. Locate bmwnlields in
pur area and find regularly updated,
detailed information about individual bmwn-
fields grants. The tool combines interactive
maps and aerial photography to locate, dis-
play, and query brownfields grant types by

the areaVjurisdictions of city, county, state,
and tribe. The tool can h accessed at
www.e pa. gov/b rownf i e I d s/bf m a p per. ht m.

Eruironmenhlly Prelerable Purchasing
ProEam Environmentally Preferable
Purchasing (EPP) is a lederal-wide program

that encourages and assists executive agen-
cies in the purchasing ol environmentally
preferable pmducts and services, Benefits of
EPP include reduced health and dispsal
costs, reduced liabilities, and impmved work-
er safeg and health. More information at:
www. e pa. gov/o p pt i nt r/e p p.

Ford Motor Co. Fund lhe lund, separate from
the Ford Foundation, supports nonprofits in
four areas, including "Sustainable Results."
Under Sustainable Results, grants focus on

addressing manufacturing and product

effects on the environment. Grant requests
accepted throughout the par. More informa-
tion at
www. f o r d. co m/e n/ g oo d llb rl< lf u n d i n gA n d G ra
nts/ford Moto rCo m p a nyf u n d/d ef a u lt. ht n.

lfesge Foundation Green Building lnitiative
With its Green Building lnitiative, the Kresge

Foundation encourages nonprofit leaden to
examine their planning and design pmcesses

to assess environmental impact, and the
foundation is adding the incentive of plan-
ning and bonus grants, available on a limit-
ed basis. Certain schools, hospitals and
other govemment and religious organizations
may also be eligible. Typical grant awards
are $50,000 to $100,000. Bonus grants exist
Ior green building projects certified by the
U.S. Green Building Council s LEED program.
More inJormation al www.kresge.org/initia-
tives/gren_ini.htm.

Mercy Corps ilorthwest
Matched Savings Accounts and loans Mercy

Corps offers two ways for entrepreneurs, who
lack access to capital thmugh traditional
means, to finance their small business ven-
tures: matched savings accounts and loans.
1. With a matched saving account, you can
save your earned income and receive addi-
tional {unds to purchase assets for your

business. Mercy Corps Northwest has cunent
openings lor low-income, Portland-metro res-

idents and refugees. No cost to enmll.
2. Unbankable individuals who have an
entrepreneurial spint and viable business
ideas are good candidates for the Mercy

Enterprise Corporation Loan Fund (MECLF).

MECLF provides loans to a range of busi-
nesses including those that are less than
two pan old, have credit blemishes, or lack
surplus collateral. Loans range from $500 up
to $25,000, based on capability and capaci-
ty. More information on both programs at
www. m e rcyt 0 r p s n w. 0 rg.

2005 Programmes ol Purpose Amrd The

Programmes of Purpose (P0P) Award, spon-
sored by Louise Hall Reidel is open to any
company running a corporate social respon-
sibilrty program or who runs an element of
socral responsibility within a meetings or
incentive travel pmgram. Applicants must
demonstrate achievements under three cate-
gones: suitability, creativity and sustainabili-
ty. Critena for the POP award also include
"The Power of 0ne" - a chance to upress
how one small idea, one person or one com-
munity made a diflerence to the overall suc-
cess ol the pmgram. Deadline is Jan.

31, 2005. More inlormation al www.ina-
f ra n kf u rt. co n/awa rd - a p ply. ph p.

AWABDS

C2C Home 0esign And Construction
Compe,lition The C2C Home Design and
Construction Competition offers the design
and construction industries their first oppor-
tunity to strive together toward excellence in
building the highest quality affordable and
marlet rate housing designs for a local com-
munity. The competition, sponsored by the
Roanoke Regional Housing Network, the
GreenBlue lnstitute and Envi ron nenta I
Design + Construction magazine, and
endorsed by the Amencan lnstitute of
Architects, will require that the designs be

developed around Cradle to Cradle princi-
ples. More information al www.c2c-home.org.

I{AHB l{ational Green Building Awards
The National Association of Home Builders
(NAHB) invites home builden, remodelers,
developen, nonprolits, academics, industry
uperts and othen inrrolved in green building
eflorts to submit entries for the 2005
National Green Building Awards. The awards
recognize individuals, companies and organ-
izations that demonshate a commitment to
the ideals of green home building. Entries
must be received by Dec. 15. A $250 fee is
required for entries in all categories except
Green Advocate ol the Year and Green

Program of the Year (new pmgram). More

information al www.na h b.org/gr*nbuil d in-
gawards.

Sustainable leadership Awards
Nominations lor the 4th annual Sustainable
leadership Awards for design and develop-
ment opened Aug. I and close 0ct. 1. The

awards recognize those who lead by example,
making sustainable design and development
a comerstone of their business practices.

Awards recognize design professionals, non-
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pmfit (NG0)/government sector and for-pmfit
companies. Tle awards are sponsored by:

The lntemational lnterior Design Association
(llDA), CoreNet Global, The American lnstitute
of Architects' (AlA) - Committees on the
Environment and lnterior Architecture, and
co-sponsors Tandus, Johnson Contmls,
Haworth and Unicco. More information at:
www. iid a.org; www. a ia.org; or www.corenet-
global.org

Alliance to Save Energy lhe Alliance to Save

Energy's 2002-2003 0reen Schools Green

Communities Programs were implemented in
the Pacific Gas and Electric Co. and the
Southern Califomia Edison Co. service areas.
The pmgrams reached a total of l6 districts
and 52 schools. The evaluation entailed both
a process review and basic impact assess-
ment, including a review of the method used
to report school savings attributable to the
program. Results show that the program was
implemented to its intended design and met
its intended goals and objectives. Teachers
and custodians report upenencing an
increase in knowledge and awareness of
energlr efficiency. The report can be lound at:
www. c a I m a c. org/p u b I ic at i on d0 2 -
0 3_ASE_f i n a I _R eport_f n I 3. pdf .

0cT0BER 2004

gas vehicles.
Obfectives for next year indude installing

recyding collection containers for airport
passengers; plotting new wildlife habitat proiects;
buying more energy from wind-generated
sotuces; and replacing or upgrading engines in
the navigation fleet.

One day after the release ofits annual
environmental report, the Port also announced it
is tripling its purchase of Pacific Power's Blue Sky
renewable energy to nearly 1.2 million h.lowatt
hours per month, or 3 percent of its total montlrly
usage (thereby qualifying the agency as a Green
Power Parbrer with the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency).

Also in September, and for the third straight
year, the American Association of Port Authorities
granted an environmental award to the Port of
Portland. The 2004 award recogrizes the Port for
the sbategizing behind its Environmental
Management System.

During a visit to Portland in Nov. 2003,
longUme port researcher and Fordham University
professor Rosemary Wakeman described the U.S.
port system as lacking in regional cooperation
and impotent in placing environmental demands
on fickle shippers. But, she said, the Port of
Portland can influence other ports with its "amaz-
ingly innovative" and "principled" approaches.

ance to target
p mill efficiency

A
pul
TSEATTLE]

T h" Northwest Energy Efficiency Alliance
| 1Nf fe1 is launching a new $11 million
I venture to promote energy efficiency (read:

cost savkrgs) among the region's hodgepodge of
industrial facilities, many of which were found to
have efficiency awareness gaps between the cor-
porate office and the faciJity.

The campaign is focused on the food
processing and pulp and paper and sectors, but
NEEA also hopes flrms that supply industrial
equipment and services will take note. A key
objective is to improve the economic competitive-
ness ofthe region's struggling industrial sector,
which through the initiative could save nearly
130 average megawatts of electicity by 2015.

At its fnJy 2l-22board meeting in Seattle,
NEEA also allocated $2.2 million for efficiency
information projects and $925,000 to improve
the efficiency of computer power-supply products.
MoreffirmationatwmA).nwolliance.org. O

Send your Sll llews tip to brian@celilo.net.

ilative bees line fie Port's $40 million loyota redevelopment

ofChicago (see "Ports bridge gap berveen global,
local," SU, Dec, 2003).

In the past year, the Port finished its part ofa
$40 million Toyota redevelopment proiect at
Terminal 4. The project indudes energy-efficient
lighting and a stormwater management system
that indudes restoring 1,700 linear feet along the
Willamette River and planting more than 11,000
native shrubs and tees.

Despite its successes, the Port fell markedly
short ofits goal to reduce the overall waste it
sends to landfills. The agency also drooped below
a 32-percent target for altemative fuel or hybrid-
vehide use. The reason: a safety issue prompted
the Port to stop using some compressed nahral

Advanced Case Studies in Canadian
Sustainable Design A web site highlighting
sustainable design in Canada is available
with dozens of diverse case studies. More

rniormation al www.fes. uwateloo.ca/a rchi-
t ect u rilf a c u I ty- p n j xtdte n i/6 M _s u st. h t m l.

Constsuction Waste Management Guide The
guide is for architects, designers, developers,
facility managers, owners, property man-
agen and specification writers. Download it
at the Resource Venture s web site,
www. re so u rc ev e n t u re. o r g.

Ereen Building Resources For the construction
specifier, resources available at ARCOM and
Construction Science Research Foundation
provide specif ications for better understand-
ing sustainable design. ARC0M's guide spec-
if ications and evaluations provide guidelines

lor documenting LEED and other related
requirements in project manuals. Visit the
AlAs MasterSpec 01352 LEED Requirements
and 01524-Construction Waste Management
at ww.arcomnet.com. CSRF publishes the
master guide specifications called Spectext
(www.spect*.conl. lts sections on envimn-
mental requirements with overall project
goals, product requirements, and documen-
tati0n t0 support LEED certification.

Breen Matrir The architectural planning and
interiors firm Ractliff has created the Green

Mahix, a web-based tool to assist in the
pmcess ol green building design and con-
struction. The site provides an application of
LEED guidelines. More information at
www.greenmatrix.net.

lmplement The City of Seattle recently launched
lmplement, a web site designed for archi-
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Tilth's SOth
Anniversary
Conference
Novembet 1-2-14,2OO4

I(eynote Speakers:
Vandana Shiva & Jim Hightower

Columbia River Doubletree Hotel
Portland, Oregon

www. tilthproducers. org
206-442-762C-

U.S. Depaftment of Agriculture
Yalue Added Producer Sranb (YAPG) and

Agriculture lnnovation Centen USDA has
released a final rule forthe VAPG Program
and Agriculture lnnovation Centers. 0ne
highlight is the inclusion of wind and
hydropower produced on larmland. Some $15
million in competitive grants are available.
More information at
www. ru rdev. u sd a. govhb s/cm ps/va d g. ht m.

Energy Trust of Oregon
lncentives for Energy Star homes The nonpmt

it organization helps homebuilders receive
financial incentives in building Energy Star
homes, along with technical support and
training. Portland General Electric, Pacilic
Power and NW Natural provide incentives lor
homes that qualify. lncentives range from

$450 lor a home with a gas fumace to $700
tor a home with arr conditioning. Find more

information al www.energytrust.org.
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David Braqdon
Title: Uetro Council President

Business: Metro plans for the
region s future. We also provide
specific services such as facilities
and solid waste.

Location: Portland

Education: B.A. in Government,
Haward University. I'm takurg
literature and history dasses at Reed
College...at the rate I'm going in five
years t'll have a master's degree.

Four words that best describe you:
Cerebral, creative, origrnal, quirlcy.

Why you are in the Northwest:
After college, having been around
the world, I felt this was the place
with the most opporhrnity.

What you do on an average day: I
don't really have an average day. I
have wide variety in every day. It can
start with a brealdast with the
Oregon Zoo Foundation and go on
to a tour of a recyding center to a

meeting with the Homebuilders'
Association and then lunch with the
Mayor of Gresham, and a meeting
with my other Councilors here at
Meto. Here and there there might
be neighborhood meetings...but
then the next day would be totally
different.

Environmental or social issue you
are most interested in: urban
i-pacs - how human beings
occupy the urban environment, how
you blend thatwith the naturd
environment. I think that's the
biggest challenge we have.

Definition of sustainahility: I think
it's a word that's been overused.
A lot of people use it to mean
whatever they want it to mean. For
me it means are you engaging in an

activity that could be continued over
time or are you in an end game
where you are depleting resources
faster than you are replacing them.

Sources of inspiration: In terms of
personal figures, Abraham Lincoln

[for] being able to be politically
practical day by day while adheri.ng

to larger universal principles. More
contemporarily, Vadav Havel,
former president of Czechoslovakia,
for being able to use a sort of wit
and artistic insight in support of
public policy, that's inspiring.

for American cargo planes in what
was then the Soviet Union. That was
very gratifying.

Recent technology or innovation
you've embraced: I obtained a PaIm
HIot about a year and a halfago and
it's still sithng in my desk because I'm
afraid of it So in terms of recent
technology, I thirk it would be
Venetian blinds. I can do up and
down.

Your next career: Itwould
probably be something to do with
intemational hade, or writing.

Book titles on your desk: I iust
finished "Blue Latitudes" by Anthony
Horviz. Now I'm reading "America's
tongest War" by George Herring.

Establishments you frequent:
Laughing Planet Burrito, Forest
Park, The Ararat Nightdub, the Zoo.

Plastic
cOxTltUEo FROITI COvER

potentid in agricultural wastes, but Agri-Plas'
business path has induded economic and
brueaucratic as well as cultural struggles.

"There were no options for ag recyding, and
we created options," Dari |ongsma said. "But
we've had to convince farmers to make a differ-
ence. And it hasn't been financially rewarding."

In its most recent report to the Oregon
Departrnent of Environmental Quality (DEQ),
Agri-Plas cited an annual payroll of $350,000 and
gross receipts of $1 million, but Dari fongsma
said the company continues to only break even.

This month Agri-Plas is scheduled to open a

new 32,000-square-foot faciJity a few miles nodh
of the original Oregon recyding operation, which
was squeezed between a pumpkin patch and a

Christrnas tree farm. The new location grves Agn-
Plas expanded room to pile up incoming plastics.

It will also facilitate the 24how operation of a

"pelletizer" that for lad< of permits has mostly sat
idle since Agri-Plas purchased it over a year ago.

"The pelletizer is key," Dari Jongsma said.
"You have to do more volume to get your edge,
but you also have a temendous amount of
additional profit possible with the pellets."

Many of the 1.2 million pounds of plastics
Agri-Plas said it collects each month are
airdeaned, then chopped into regrind that might
evenhrally end up in a new nlrsery pot or piece of
plastic lumber. But while regnnd fetches around
12 cents per pound on the open market, plastics
molded by the pelletizer can get upwards of 35

cents per pound.

Burned on the back 40
At Agri-Plas' Keizer location, the reality of

modem agriculture's penchant for plastic is
abundantly dear. Overllowing pallets of baling
twine are iammed next to empty plastic grass

seed sacks whjle heaps ofwhite buckets *tat once
held berries tower over piles of dirty plastic liner
that once covered greenhouses. In an adioining
room, a cirde of mostly Hispanic agncr:lhual
workers regularly gathers with wooden sticla to
separate bla& stad<s ofnursery pots.

The agriculttue and nursery industries depend
on these plastics but have never had financial
incentive or collective motivation to find a swtain-
able method ofdisposal. The practice ofdumping
plastic waste on the "back 40" acres, or periodically
buming it, are still common practice. A 2002
Comell University report estimated that more than
50 percent of agricultual plastics in New York
state are disposed of by on-farm buming. But no
agency has quantified exactly how much plastic
waste is in circulation. fongsma said Agri-Plas

Dari Jongsma inspects straw that must be hand-sorted from baling twine belore it is reused or recycled.

Biggest pet peeve: People who say,

"We've always done it that way."

Favorite success story: I was
working for Evergreen Intemational
Aviation and we set up the first stop

Favorite vacation destination: I
haven't been there for about l0 years,

but it would be lndia. Bombay is one
of the most interesting places in the
entire world for ethnic variety. O

could ramp up to around 3 million pounds per
month by the end of 2005. tocal officials may not
believe there's that much waste to gather, but they
can't refute fongsma's forecasb wifi hard data.

"l'd say Agri-Plas is makrrg a significant dent in
the steam of what's out there, and what's left to
collect is not exponentially greater," said David
Allaway, DEQ solid waste policy and program direc-
tor. "But good numbers are very hard to come by."

DEQ, Marion County Solid Waste aad a raft of
other agencies and organizations all applaud what
Agri-Plas is doing.

"lf we can get rid of the back 40 [plastics] we'll
be doing pretty well," said Cam Sivesind,
spokesperson for the Oregon Association of
Nurseries in lake Oswego, Ore. "Our members
that use Agri-Plas are more than happy to put in
the labor to get containers ready for pick-up."

Sivesind said companies such as Woodbum
Nursery and Azaleas in woodbum, Ore., which

gives plastic refuse to Agri-Plas, simply need to
make sorting and collection part of their normal
processes. Dari fongsma speaks highly of farmers
who have done this, but said Agri-Plas can't
sustain collection costs in the long run, even with
a $l per mile pick-up charge the company
implemented. An Oregon tax credit that awarded
companies for wing recyded plastics in new
products helped spur some collection, but it
expired in 2001, much to the fongsmas'chagrin.

In spite of the setbacks, both fongsmas are
perpehrally optimistic. Alan |ongsma said it
generally takes betrreen one to four years to
develop a market for an individual waste, such as

the new shrink-wrap collection and recyding he
recently began with Office Depot Inc. (NYSE:
ODP) in Portland. But the quest seems to inspire
him. "We're always loohng, we never stop look'
ing for new markets," Alan Jongsma said. "This
industry is a sleeping giant." O

HrlprNc PUT MoNEY To \uoRK FoR
YOUR BUSINESS, OUR COMMUNITIES,

AND THE ENVIRONMENT.

We Specialize in Loans For:

. Manufacturers, Distributors, & Seruice Companies
o Creen Buildings & Historic Renovations

. Brownfield Redevelopments & Land Trusts
. Gganic Farms & Local Food Processors

o Sustainable Fishery & Forest Companies
. Energy Efficiency & Waste Recovery Projects

To inquire about a business loan or cash management services
please contact us at 503.916.1552 or visit us online at

ww.ShoreBankPaci{ic.com.

SHoREBITX PACIFIC
BUSINESS. COMMUNITY. ENVIRONMENI.il

S 2u-,.qd,
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Looking for LEED'?
Coastwide has what you need!

COASTWTDE"
LABORATORIES
Sorulrons lot ldustrlal and Coilmarctel Cteanlng

Coastwide offers a complete line of facilities
maintenance products that meet the US

Green Building Council sustainability
criteria to help you get LEED certified.

Coaswvide Laboratories offers the first cleaning
products in the nation to be third-party certified
as meeting all of the stringent environmental
and safety requirements of the Sustainable Earth@

standard.

LEED accredited professional on staff.

For more information contact our
Corporate Director of Sustainability, Rick Woodward
@ (503) 4165397 or log on to Coastwidelabs.com.

'Businesses l0r an Environmentally Sustainable Tom0tr0w, presented by City of Portland,
LIS Green Building Council, 0reg0n Environment C0uncil and Earth Share 0regon

2003

BEST
Award Winner

Serving the Pacific Northwest since 1937,

Your business saves money and resources by encouraging transit, walking and
cycling, but...

Sometimes you just need a car.

FleXGor

Drive one of ours for a few bucks an hour.

Check out Flexcar for Y0UR business.
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Xantrex Sine
Wave Plus

lnverter/ Chargers
What it is: Gadget to convert renew-
able energy to household power

Who makes it: Xantrex lnc.

Where it's made: Bumaby, B.C

For more information:
wwu)-xantf ex-cnm

Xantrex'new line of Sine Vave
Plus inverter/chargers, aimed at the
oflgrid residential and small com-
mercial market, sport a lower dollar-
per-watt cost than previous genera-
tions of the producl PIus models
also have a raft ofnew product
features and are available in higher-
powered versions - 4,000 and
5,500 watts - than predecessors.

Made to provide residential oS
grid homes with an independent
power supply, the Sine Wave Plus
inverters are not designed for net

S

.....
lii;,.;*--,. **,*.*a

metering, which allows a user to
sell excess power bac-k to a utility.
Xanhex product manager Scott
MacFarland said Sine Wave grid-tie
products specifically for that
purpose will debut later this fall.

Dan Healy, systems engineer at
Oasis Montana Inc., a renewable
energy consultant and distributor
in Stevensville, Mont., gave the
Sine Wave PIus line a thorough
write-up in the company's latest
customer newsletter. But Hedy,
who said he's historically favored
inverters from Xantrex competitor
Outback Systems, is still taking a

wait-and-see attitude.
" Price-wise, Xantrex and

Outback are right togethea" Hedy
said. "Xaatex just needs a little bit
more time out there in the field so
we can see how it does." a

Hundreds of Oregon businesses are discovering ways to lower

operating costs with help from the EnergyTrust of Oregon. ln

Medford,Timber Products Company bagged $15,000 in annual

energy cost savings by investing in high-efficiency equipment. With
cash incentives from the EnergyTrust and State of Oregon energy

tax credits, their investment will pay for itself in less than five years.

This year,we'll invest more than $20 million in incentives to help

Oregon companies make capital investments, manage energy

payments and become more competitive.
Will yours be one of them?

EnergyTrust
putustowortcCoili46&ENTRUST(36g-7g78) 

oforegon'lnc

or log onto wwv.encrgltru&.otg,

Encrgyltust P.ogroms orc ovoilobl. to oll Or.gon commerciol ond induntiol customa6
of Poaift< Po||q ond PGE ond to Ot.gon <ofrmetciol cuttomers of NW Notutol

"ENERGY TRUST INCENTIVES
ALLOW US TO INVEST IN
IHPROVEI{ENTS THAT HELP US

CO}.TPETE IN A GLOBAL MARKET.'
Brad Bervers.
Regional Process Control Mrnager
Timber Producrs Company

The Oregon Department
of Energy offers financial
incentives to businesses

o Alternative fuels
o Less-polluting

transporration fuels
. Telecommuting
. Recycling

o New products from
recycled material

,} oRECONC iE'iiTH.e1t
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Powerdown
Options and Actions for a Post-Carbon World
Richard Heinberg
$16.95

"... a fearless, no-holds-barred view of our prospects in
the post fossil fuel world. Courageous, clear ... essential
reading. "

- David Orr, author of Earth in Mind,
The Nature of Design and The Last Refuge

Photovoltales
Design and lnstallation Manual
Solar Energy lnternational
$59.95

"SEl offers the most comprehensive, intensive and
practical PV training available in the country.

- Richard Perez, Publishers, Home Power magazine

illerohydro
Clean Power from Water
Scott Davis
$22.95

"At long last, a book about small, residential-scale hydro-
electric. Our industry has been looking for this book for
over ten years! "

-Doug Pratt, Technical Editor, Real Goods

The Enerlg Savlngl House
Thierry Salomon & Stephane Bedel
$12.95

Can you save money and save the planet?

Yes, it is possible to do both. The Energy Saving House
covers every aspect of energy in the house, from designing
and building to choosing household appliances.

The Party'g OYer
Oil, War and the Fate of lndustrial Societies
Richard Heinberg
$17.95

"lf societies a century from now have managed to learn
how to live peacefully, modestly, and sustainably, it may
be at least partly because the advice in this timely book
was heeded."

- Thom Hartman, author of
The LastHours of Ancient Sunlight

available at your local bookstore
or direct at www.newsociety.com

1-800-567-5772
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Oregon had the first
solar-powered
Capitol in the country
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in mining, his unsuccessfi.rl work to
find materials to create reefs had
alerted him to magnetic properties
in metals. He also knew small-scale
mining had altered little over the
centuries, wi*r sluicing and panning
sdll the norm to sift out precious
metals from sand and sludge. He
evenhrally built a prototype sluice
that uses gravity and magnetization
to trap tiny microns of gold.

Initially Plath didn't realLe the
sluice's potential to reduce vast
amounts of mercury pollution
caused by approximately 10 million
small-scale miners. These subsis-
tence miners extract about 800 tons
ofgold dust and nuggets each year
from alluvial sources, wing nearly
an equal amount ofcheap mercury
to amalgamate with the gold.

The extent of the mercury
pollution and the tenuous existence
of small-scale miners led Plath to
seek a patent for the sluice and
eventually form a company,
Cleangold, with two other parbrers.

"Finding out about small-scale
mining gave me a good reason to go
on," he said. "Gold is a limited
resource, but if husbanded properly
it can be sustainable for generations
of small miners."

Mthout outside financing, the
company has grown slowly, but the
United Nation's Intemational
Development Organization and the
World Wildlite Fund have both
shown interest in promoting the
sluice for mercury reduction.

Plath said wide-scale manufachrr-
ing could bring the $40 starting
price for the sluice even lower. A
Cleangold parher is dso working
on scaling the technology for larger
mines, and Plath is working on a

study of how deanly mined gold
could be certified using a model
similar to the Fair Trade program.

Local mollusks
seek brand identity
loLYMPrA, WASH.I

Board, but organic designation of
any open-water sea products
remains elusive. "lt's problematic
for people from the terrestrial world
to believe this can be done,"
Downing said. But the nonprofit
World Wildlife Fund (WWF) is
looking to develop an eco-label for
farmed shrimp, and Downing said
PCSGA efforts might dovetail at
some point with WWF's.

"l see that as a bit ahead," she
said. "We're still in defining what
the brand is, what we will call it and
how we can advertise and explain it
to consumers."

0rganic boosts sales
at loca! eatery
ISEATTLE]

AquaEnergy Group
Ltd.

FirstPoint Energy
Corp.

Neah Power Systems
BothelH/ash.

for reducing power dernand and
conholling eners/ costs fot
tommerciel and industrial
faciiities. Powerit biils its products
as enabling companies to achiere
irnmediate, sustained cost savirlgs.

uww.p at erit-sdutions. com

Quantum Leap

Multitude 0f NW companies considered'smart'
The criteria is loose, we told P,S. Reiliy executive vice president of the Redmond, Wash.-based Center for Smart Energy. |ust pick a handfirl of smart

energy companies that "sbnd out," we said, from the dozens of companies your organization recently listed in iE 'lnventory of Smart Energy
Companies in British Colombia, Oregou and Washington."

Below is Reilly's short-list of companies, accornpanied by brief descriptions. The firli company directory can lrc downloaded alongwith repore detailing
the sector's opporhrnities al wutw.unterfo,smarkwry.conl. For SI/s annual ranking of *re region s top 25 snurt energy 6rms, tums to page 23.

-

Seattle, Wash. k*land,0re. Foundedin 1999, Neah Power
Systems is a rnicro fuel cell
development company. Products of
Neah Power allow irsers to extend
*re operating time of small, portable
devices (such as laptopsl beyond
that of conlentional batteries.

tnw.neahpower.com

Surfer-inventor
mines for Cleanoold
lLrNcoLN crTY, oRE.l

A decade ago, chemist David Plath
tinkered in his spare time with cre-
ating artificial reefs to improve shore
waves for surfing. While that idea
tanked, Plath's puttering led him to
devise a sluice that eliminates mer-
cury from smdl-scale gold mining.

"lf I wasn't a surfer as well as a
microscopist, I never would have
figured this out," Plath said. "lt
was one ofthose serendipitous
discoveries that happen in science."

Surfing in winter along Oregon's
coasts, Plath noticed large swaths of
beach were scraped down by the
tides to blacker sands, which he
remembered from a gold panning
trip in his youth as the conduit for
micron-sized gold dusr

Whi]e Plath had no real interest

Accordiag to AquaEnergr Group
Ltd. it's a1l about the motion of the
ocean. The company produces
renewable energv by using devices
to generate dean electricig from
the energy ofocean waves.

vtww. aquaerwr gw oalp.@tn

Areva TD
Bellevue, IYash.

Formerly kuown as Alstom Esca,
Arela TD offers products and
services for elecrical transmis-
sion and distribution applications.
After 100 years of service, Arwa
TD has over 25,000 employees in
more than 30 countries.

www.areva-ld.bm

Dennis T Wilson founded FirstPoint
Energy* in 1999. FirstPoint creates
energy infonnation services for
larger companies.

wwr.f RLpaint.cowl

ldaTech
Bend,0re. l,lxtPhase Corp,

Technologies
Hillsboro, Ore.

Quanhrm leap Technologies
(QLT) was cyeated in 2@0 to
develop a new fuel celi tedrnology
ri.ith unique proprietary materials

There's no such thing as an organic
oyster. But fighti"C lower-cost
i-ports fiom places such as South
Korea, U.S. oyster, dam, and mussel
harvesters on the Pacific Coast are
seeking to brand their products as
sustainably raised.

A group of members
ofthe Pacific Coast

Shellfish Growers

futurs wt0r ilother llature.

Association
(PCSGA) is now
using a federal
grant to estab-
lish qudity

standards for a braading program.
"We have a lot of shellfish com-

ing from other countries that don't
have to comply with environmental
and other regulations we do," said
Robin Downing, executive director
of PCSGA. "lt costs us more to grow
our product, and we're at a
disadvantage in the marketplace."

PCSGA has already esablished
environmental and best-management
practices to be used by members.
The new grant money will be spent
to define exacdy what quality daims
can be made for members' shellfish,
as well as how they will be certified.
The Marine Stewardship Council
(MSC) handles only wild fisheries,
and PCSGA members are generally
considered to be in the aquaculture
industy. Downing has worked for
years with the U.S. Departrnent of
Agnculture's National Organics

In the weeks after Seattle's Sterling
Caf6 received organic certification
from the Washington State
Deparhnent of Agriculture (WS DA)
in August, it shattered all previous
sales records.

"We had two record weel<s and a
record month," Wilson said. 'We
had write-ups in the Seattle Trmes
and the Seattle We*ly about organic
certification, and thafs really making
people aware that we are here."

Restatuants and retailers
purveying organic fare are exempt
from certification under the U.S.
Departrnent of Agriculture's
National Organic Standards pro
gram. But Wilson said he sought
certification and is willing to pay the
hundreds ofdollars in yearly fees
because of the marketing benefits.

"We wanted to differentiate
ourselves from everybody else doing
organic here or there," Wilson said.
"Our goal is 100 percent."

WSDA organic certification
doesn't require a restawant to use
100% organic food or ingredients.
Instead, a restaurant or ysteil6l must
be able to prove that items daimed
to be organic achrally are.

Sterling CaI6 is WSDA's first
restaurant to be certified. Book said
she's not sure if others will follow
or nol Iongtime certifier Oregon
Tilth also has only one restaurant -Nora's in Washington D.C. - that
has chosen certifi cation.

OriguaXy founded in 1996 under
the name Northwest Power
Sptems, IdaTech is a developer
of fuel processors and fuel cell
sysEms. The company's fuel pro-
cessing technology is capable of
converting multiple fuels into high-
purity hy&ogen.

vtww.dakch.com

Itron is a developer and manufachu-
er of advanced metering technologlr
for gas, water and electric utilities.
Ongrnally a "spin-out" from a

company known as Avista Corp
(NYSE:AVA).

uww.itron.@m

Vancouver, B.C.

NxtPhase was established in 1993 as
a manufacfiuer and developer of
advanced technologies for rnonitor-
ing and managing the eiectrical grid.

and systems to support stationary
fuel celi devices. QLT has also
developed an "All Fuel" micro
reformer that is soon to be
released.

twvo.quantwilzop Wh. cow

XantrexTechnology
lnc.
Arlington, Wash.

Esablished in 1983, Xantrex
Technology develops and markets
advanced power electronics.
Xantex products convert raw
electrical povrer into high-quality

wuw.xantrex.com

IB products measure tansmission
level elecfic power.

Electricity Storage
Association

www.nrtphase.com

Power Measurement provides
advanced meters and enterprise
energy management systems. Tte
company is currently celebrating its
20th year.

www.wm.com

Power Measurement
Saanichton, B,C.

ESA is a tade association
established to develop and com-
mercialize energy storage tech.
nologies. The organization was
established in 1991, and grew out
of a need to provide an informa-
tion erchange forum for the users
of battery energy storage.

www.el eartcitystn rage. o r g

inlluencing regional energy codes and programs
with its research; assisting throughout the 90s in
development of the most energy-efficient
manufachred homes in ttre country; and through
research and expertise worked to point out
problems with proposed construction of nudear
power plants in Washington by the Washingon
Public Power Supply System.

With research grants from the U.S.

PoweritSolutions il[ffi1d1,:1,;]ectronicand
Seattle, Wash.

Powerit Solutions delivers systems

Departrnent of Energy, Bonneville Power
Adminisuation and National Center for
Appropriate Technology, Ecotope chums out a

number of papers and publications eadr year on
energy-efficient desigrrs and complex mechanical
systems.

Ecotope is currently designing a water.source
heating and cooling system for the Northwest
Maritime Heritage Center in Pod Townsend,

Wash. A decision to forgo a raditiona.l air-source
system was based on Ecotope's "simplification
and elimination" approadr, expected to cut the
Heritage Center's energy use for heating and
cooling in half.

For more infornation:
Ecotope : www. e c oto p e. c o n
Becky Erun contributed to this afticle.

a

PAcnro C0Ayt
SIIEt.t.]tsil Gto$lilLs

0rganic's tlngoing upswing
Suny-six percent of consumers reported Lring "users of organic" in
2003, and the numbet of daily, weekly and monthly users has increased
since 2000. Organi4still represents 3 to 5 percent ofoverall food and
beverage retail sales, however, because many users limit their buys to
an occasionai basis. Nonetheless, coltsumers who were using organics
"occasionally" in 2000 appear to be upping their fiequency.

Frequency of0rganic Use Year 2000 Year 2003
Daily n%
Weekly 9% 16/"

Monthly lo/J/o t0%

0ccasionally 347. 28%

Jlever =wff/ 
34%

S0IIRCES: Healthy Living (Aug. 2000), "0rganic Trends Study," (Oec. 2003), Ile Hartman Group tnc.
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only boast 100-percent on-site energy production
for his house, but more importantly, to repair
inverters, sell custom2ed PV systems and make
his 12-volt Goidstar Comet and Standard
fluorescent lights.

Costich derives heat from buming wood,
provides fuel for his trucl< from homemade
batches ofbiodiesel and generates elecbicity
from two wind turbines, an old TV satellite dish
donated by a farmea and over 200 batteries
powered by a 50-panel PV system.

"lt's a labor oflove, a labor ofindependence, of
iru:ovation," Costich said ofhis business.

Though his Goldstar lights - which consume
less than an amp at 12 volts, making them far
more efficient than traditional lights - and PV
systems help tum a profit, it's the inverter repairs
where he makes the most money. But C.ostich
seems generally unconcerned about the products'
market power or generating profit through
cutting edge innovation. His business is more a

lifestyle than, well, a business.
Costich Renewable Energy's approach and

concept are offbeat. After all, Costich is iust a man
in the country with one less button and a lot of
iunk. But he seems to know exactly what to do
wi*r it all.

For more inlormation:
Costich Renewable Energy: www.costichco.com

Ecotope's Seattle office near the University ol Washington.

Ecotope
Ecotope, a small, 30-year-old consultant and

desigSr practice, sells ideas.
From its flagship office on the fringes of the

University of Washington, plus a satellite office in
Portland, the nine-employee flrm consults on
energy efficiency in buildings and its mechanical
systems; performs research on energy conserva-
tion and policy; and develops progmms for vari-
ous organizations around the Pacific Northwest.

"We have a bit of a different niche," said
Ecotope mechanical engineer fonathan Heller
said. 'And we have the advantage of intimate
dealings."

0cT0BER 2004

Clients, who mosdy indude architects and
small commercial and residential developers,
approach Ecotope with a schematic desrgn of a

building, Heller said. Ideally, Ecotope is involved
from the earliest stages ofthe proiect so that'
energy efficiency is maximized, he said. Some
proiects, however, are further along by the time
Ecotope gets a look.

Ecotope attempts an integrated approach,
working with each element of the building to
ensure optimum energy efficiency. After the
company inspects the building's mechanical
systems - the heating, ventilation and air
conditioning (HVAC) and plumbing, for instance

- it maps out what it believes to be the most
efficient design. Said Heller: "Even if I don t get
what I try to talk them into, the proiect will still be
better [because] I was involved."

Heller keeps a level head on the topic ofrising
oil prices, an occurrence that in the past has
spiked interest in energy conservation and
efficiency.

"We've gone through energy crises, but I guess
I'm not one to cry wolf anymore because it seems
every five years or so there is a crash," he said,
regarding the momenhrm of efficiency and
renewable energy. "l look at it as more of a slow
fiing."

Still, Ecotope has made an impact by

Index charts clean
energy's pr()mise
lsAN DTEGO, CALrF,l

A new index is charting the fortunes
of companies poised to profit from
dean energy and energy efEciency.

The WilderHill Clean Energy
Index debuted in August on the
American Stock Exchange as ECO,
with nearly 40 companies in the
renewable energy universe, indud-
ing Vancouver, B.C.'s Ballard Power
Systems Inc. (Nasdaq: BLDP) and
Glpine Power Corp. (NYSE: CPN).

WilderHill parhers Rob Wilder
and Elias Azrak have licensed the
index to a fund management firm,
which plans to create an exchange
haded fi:nd (ETF) to offer investors.

"l see socially responsible funds
as a fust generation, and this index
as part ofa second generation,' Rob
Wilder said. "We're not filtering for
things like progressive employment
policies, we're reflecting the
forhrnes ofthe dean energy field."

Wilder, who's also managed a fuel
cell technology index for four years,
said the planned ETF would fall into
the "moderate rislC' category.
WilderHill reformulates the index
quarterly, and Wilder said PacifiCorp.
(owned by Scottish Power) is a com-
pany he favors for indusion.

0reuon PUC ponders
purchasing rules
IRUFUS, ORE.I

Wheat farmer Don Coates would
like to see Oregon implement a

renewable porfolio standard (RPS).
While he waits, though, Coates is
hoping for change at a less-visible
Ievel that he said impacts the future
of small wind proiect generation.

In late October, the Oregon
Public Utility Commission (PUC)
will hear testimony on investor-
owned utilities' policies for purchas-
ing new energy generation. Small-

scale developers such as Coates, who
is working with Sherman County
and a Rufus neighbor to build a

I.5-megawatt wind turbine, wants
utilities required to negotiate long-
term contracts at favorabie prices to
offset upfront costs ofrenewable
development. Utilities tlpicaliy want
continued flexibiJity.

"From my perspective a change is
fundamental, without it we probably
wont see community wind proiects
making a go in Oregon," Coates said.

Coalition urues BPA
to define its'share'
I SEATTLE]

There's nothing cheaper than energy
that doesn't need to be produced,
whidr is why the NW Energy
Coalition (I.I\VEC) said it wans the
Borureville Power Administration
(BPA) to minutely detail ir future
energy efEciency plans.

BPA said in a recently released
&aft of its post-2006 plans that it is
committed to getting its "share" of
power from efficiency. BPA also
preliminarily pledged $21 million a

yeu to faciliate Northwest renew-
able energy development.

But a spokesperson for Seatde-

based NWEC said BPAs draft
transfers responsibility for renew-
ables and efficiency ba& to utilities.
NWEC wants BPA to define its share
and continue to advance contract
negotiations with utilities. BPA has
responded to public comment by
forming a conservation goup with
regional stakeholders, induding
utilities and Native tribes.

ETC.
Maria Eitel, vice president for corporate respon-
sibility at Nike (NYSE: Nl(D. is among promi-
nent 0regonians that have agreed to serve on a
revamped Portland General Electric board,
should buyoul lirm Texas Pacific Group succeed
in its controversial plan to purchase the utility
from bankrupt Enron (see "Texas execs tap into
Oregon's pension funds," 54 Jan. 2004).

FORUM@
BUSINESS
@ENVs[lJ,fl,ilT

Ilris Fo/r series highlttrts tim€|, businsro
topics crercd in thc ncw 0€C rupott
"Growing prli1t & o Heolthy Emironrffirt:
Top Busincsr 0pportraitice for c Strcagr
Orqm Economy." Spccific emots rill
GOVen

o Building 0regon's renewable energr
sector, credting vitol new jobs for
0regonions

. llarketing sustainable products ond
services to the mainstream

. lnvesting public and private dollars
i n'eco - e ntrepre neu rs' and sustain -
able industry development

The 2004-2005 forum
series runs from November
2004 through Moy 2005.
First two events:

! l{ovcmbcr 9, 2OO1(Portlond
& Eugene) Coryorcte Leadtnhip on
Climat. Chang.: Prcpadng for a
Ca6on - Coretmincd ll o rld
Feoturing keynote speokers Joel
Swisher, Ph.D., Principol of Inergy &

Resources Services for the Rocky Mt.
lnstitute ond Louro Kosloff, Senior
Vice President for Trexler Climote *
€nergy Services.

I Deccmbcr 15, 2OO4 (Portlona)

" Eco - E ntnprcncun" : Public I
Pfiyola tny.,,tment in Sustdinabiliy
Feoturing keynote speokers CA Stote
Treosurer Phil Angelides ond.iomes
Wolsh, Senior Vice President for
Broodmork Venture Copitol.

M4lon Bexemcrorc

;n*.evl,3,,*.. ($ ax,:-
La./' r! no.tornort*to

Energy Efficiency works
As the economy recovers and restless consumer
demand begins to drive hiring, purchasing and
production, the demand for energy increases. But
conservation and efficiency efforts have reduced
pressures on demand when compared to historical
trends.

Despite what you might believe about the scourge
ofthe road - the SUV - today's cars use 60 per-
cent of the gasoline they did in 7972. ln 1.972 my

father was driving an Oldsmobile 442 that got 13 miles per gallon. Now
he's in a Honda Accord that doubles that. Meaawhile, household appli-
ances such as new refiigerators require just one-third ofthe electricity

Fun Fact of the Month:

while

tion

U.S. economyhas grown 126 percent since 971,
and

The
Nor

ofthe

they did three decades ago.
use,total

usage or
cost

Collin Whitehead

PORTIJNITY
Can SIJ help your company sell products, services 0r ideas?

Contact us t0 see how we can help your business succeed in the new economy, Upcoming issues include:

Reach the most targeted list of sustainable business executives through Sustainable

SIJ lssue Focuses in 2005

2005 Farming Sourcebook

Sustainable Farming:
Special Tilth Producers
30th Anniversary lssue

December 2004

AD DEADLINE: 0CT0BER l3
> Min. print run: 2,500 2005 Sustainable

lndustries 0verview
Containing business trends and over two

dozen lists of the leading c0mpanies in green

building, recycled markets, energ] and natu-

ral resources in the Northwest

AD [)EA0LIi{E: 0CT0BER l8
> Min. print run: 3,500

0ur annual guide to certified and sustain-
able agriculture in the Pacific Northwest

AD DEADLINE: [)CT0BER l0
> Min. print run: 5,000

503-222-1400
eric@celilo.net

Lindsey Morse
503-226-7798

lindsey@celilo.net
www.siiournal.com

Contact,

Eric Loehel

O rego n Environmental
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July: Eraming
August; Foresl Produch

uncil

To llegirter: , \tv{w.orcouncil.org or 503.222.1963 ext.l00



B li'eeGI tl uik n

SU Sector Briefs 0cT0BER 2004 0cT08ER 2004 SUlYews

Sweepin0 the nation:
LEED accreditation
ISEATTLE]

Seattle's Boxwood Architecture, a
4-year-old, winery-focused design
6rm now working on the $17.4
million |oint Tiarmng Facility for the
City of Seattle, recently announced
that 100 percent ofits ll-person
staffis now LEED accredited.

The move, while certainly kudos-
wor*ry, is not exactly unusual (nearly
a year ago Vancouver, B.C.-based
Keen Engineering announced its
l0oth employee has been accredited).
Nor is the move typical of the
Northwest alone (Washington, D.C.-
based Envision Design recently
achieved firmwide accreditation for
its 17-person staff). Boxwood's

accomplishment is simply
emblematic of an escalating tend
among design and engineering pro-
fessionals. In August, overwhelming
demand to take the LEED 2.0
Accredited Professional Exam
tapped out the U.S. Green Building
Council's (USGBC) test delivery sys-
tem, and the deadline was extended.

Even trade organizations are

iurnping into the fray. The C,ascadia
Green Building Council (CCBC)
recently added LEED credentials for
its firll three-person staff. CGBC is
also capirrlizing on the trend by
selling "flash cards" containing over
280 exam preparation questions.

According to data compiled by
USGBC in |une, Seattle is home to
about 383 LEED-acqedited profes-
sionals - and growing. The Seattle
tally is higher than in any other city

in the United States and Canada -and 100 above San Francisco, its
closest competitor. Vancouver, B.C.,
and Pordand were ranked No. 5 and
6 with 215 and21,4 accredited
professionals, respectively.

Governattlr plugs
stllar incentive plan
ISACRAMENTO, CALIF.]

Following ttoough on comments
made during his |anuary State of
the Sate address - and perhaps
somewhat shaming his Democratic
counterparts to the north -Califomia Gov. Amold
Schwarzenegger on Aug. 20
unveiled his Million Homes Plan, a
program to encourage installation of
solar panel systems in 1 million
homes during the next 13 years.
Once implemented,
Schwarzenegger said, the legislation
will esablish Glifornia as a "world
leader in solar technology."

incentives. The 6rst $200 million of
flmding, previouly approved by the
Califomia tegislahre for renewable
technologies, will be ftmneled into
the program. Another $30 million
will come from the existng Public
Goods Charge established in famury
2001.

The Republican govemols plan
serves as a departure from tenets of
the Bush adminisfations energy poli-
cy, whidr hinges largely on increased
incentives and limited liabilities for the
coal and nudear industies, as well as

inseased domestic drilling for oil and
gas. Glifomia's overall energy plan
aims to derive 20 percent of the state's
power from renewables W 2017.

Largest ectlrtltlf
arrives 0n campus
IPORTLAND]

Portland State University's (PSU)
$49 million Broadway Building, a

two-towered, 1 0-story development
offering student apartrnents, dass-
rooms, and ret:il, was opened Sept.
18 amidst a hearty degree offanfare.

The building's 15,200-square foot
ecoroof is billed as Multromah
County's la:gesr Goals of the ecoroof
indude providrng irsulation and
temperahrre contol, absorbing and
slowing stormwater runofl and
offering an educationd experience for
shrdenb in dnrge ofmonitoring it.

Project leaders are hoping to
achieve silver LEED certification for
the complex, which was built in
rurder two years. Additional features
of the 230,000-square-foot complex
indude conference rooms, a
24-hour computer lab, deparunental
offices, and 383 residential units.

Cathy Dyck, interim vice presi
dent for PSU's fnance and adminis-
tration departrnent, said prior to the
Broadway Building, PSU maintained
only i,240 residential units for its
24,000 students. 'The Broadway is a
huge step in a team eIIort to make
Portland State more competitive in
athacting the state's - and rution's

- brightest minds," she said.
The project's development team

induded Gerding/Edlen
Development Co., Otak Inc. and
Hofftnan Constuction Co.

pays no energy bills. Drawing power from over
200 PV panels, eight Outback inverters and
charge controllers convert the sun's energy to
usable electicity, as well as store it for future use.
It's a testament to large-scale renewable energy
proiects and proofthat anyone anywhere can rely
solely on dean power.

"lt is by far the hardest industry to satisfy,"
Robin Gudgel said of the renewable energy
market.

As opposed to companies that use inverters
only as safeguards against outages, renewable
energy companies plug everything and anything

- 24 horus a day, seven days a week - into the
systems. But, he said, serving the renewable
energy industy is "what we do."

For more inlornation:
0utback Powe r Systens: www.outbackpower.c on

New Path Benewables !nc,
When Sonia and Gbryal Wisehart launched

New Path Renewables Inc. (NPR), they were only
one of four similar fi.rms in Oregon offering
renewable energy consulting, desrgn and
installation services.

Competition has since blossomed, thanks in
part to Oregon's 1999 restructuring law which
has spurred attractive subsidies for renewable
energy development and conservation projects.
What sets Bend, Ore.-based NPR apart, however,
is its ability to make renewable energy accessible
to almost anyone, regardless of income.

"We're a business that runs like a nonprofit,"
said Gbryal Wisehart. Through proiects with
companies like Costco (Nasdaq: COST), FedEx
(NYSE: FDX), Harley-Davidson (NYSE: HDI), and
Kettle Chips, NPR can offset fees to residential
and educational dients.

Commercial dients generally receive a

five-year retum on their investrnent in alternative
energy systems because of tax incentives and
govemment subsidies, said Gbryai Msehart.
He can't always promise such a rapid retum to
residential clients, so he lowers the price tag to
meet their needs.

Pushing renewable energy education, NPR has
infiltated the Bend community with working
models, induding a large solar panel instdlation
at Ray's Food Place, a locally owned grocery store.
After helping the store tansition 10 percent of its
utility load to solar power, NPR mounted an
educationa-I, touch-screen hosk in the store to
teach customers the benefis ofsolar and other
renewable technologies.

The company, which is expected to gross $5.6
million in 200a *rough its projects in Oregon,
recently installed a 50-hlowatt (kW) solar system
at the University of Oregon. NPR is also currently

0ale Costich's conbolled clutter at Costich Renewable Energy.

at work on the planning of a 25-kW pilot project
at Portland State University. And in a prolect with
the Bonneville Environmental Foundation's Solar
4 Schools program, NPR has installed small solar
systems ofan average size ofbetween one to
five hlowatts in elementary and high schools
throughout the state.

While most of the company's projects are
located in Cental Oregon - where the sun
shines 220 days a year - NPR has completed
projects in Glifomia, Montana, Washington,
Idaho, and Hawaii. The couple also co-owns
Solect Systems, a solar electric systems provider,
with business parher Dan Stone. Solect
customers receive help choosing the right PV
system for their home or bushess and then have
it professionally installed.

Most NPR profects use solar energy, yet the
company also implements geothermal energy,
fuel cell technology, wind and wave energy,
biodiesel, and other renewabie sources into their
systems,

Whenever possible, NPR buys locally produced
products to decrease consumption of fossil fuels,
said Gbryal Wisehart, who also serves on the
boud of directors for the Bend Biofuel Co-Op.
Perhaps it's no coincidence, then, that NPR's
entire fleet of vehides mns on biodiesel. "We are

exampies of how renewable energy can be
cosleffective," he said.

For more information:
llew Path Renewahles lnc.: www.newearthworks.con
So I e ct Syste m s: www. so I e ct - syste n s. c o m
Bonneville Environnental Foundation:
www. b - e -1. o rg/a c c o m p I i s h m e nts/p roj e cts.s htm

Costich Benewable Energy
As DaIe Costich walked back into his shop -or depending how you look at it, his basement -

a button fell offhis short-sleeved shirt. That's OK,
though. Costich can fix it. He can fix anythrrg.

His house, built with assistance from his wife,
dad and two sons, sits in the middle of the
organized chaos of machinery clutter l0 or so
miles north of Pordand, in Brush Prairie, Wash.
The home also serves as world headquarters for
Costich Renewable Energy.

With a worldorce of one, Costich and his com-
pany represent a quirky segment in the private
sector of the burgeoning smart and renewable
energy industry. He is a man in the counbry, away
from the bureaucratic cirdes of Portland and
Seattle, away from the conferences, seminars and
glad-handing with fellows in the field. Yet he
makes energy efficient fuhting systems and PV
systems for 800 customers, most of whom he
gets from word of mouth.

Costich has acquired 25 years worth of
discarded technology from specielized junkyards.
A giant customized wood splitter rests l0 yards
from the house in front of a pile ofwood ('They
don't sell this at Sears," he said). Wires, coils,
gears, screws, nuts, bolts, circuit boards, lights,
hoses, sprockets, wheels, various metals, batteries
and elecronics all sit in deceivingly sorted piles
and dusters, given the jaw-&opping mass and
maze of invention scattered and tucked all about
the 10-acre property'.

All ofit the cheerfirl 56-year-old uses to not

Schwarzenegger's proposal offers
several incentives, induding a rebate
from the Glifornia Energy
Commission. Homeowners would
be able to finance solar systems as
part of their mortgage (annul
electricity savings can exceed mort-
gage payments on the system). The
state Public Utilities Commission
wou.ld also craft "time-of-we"
pricing plans allowing customers to
sell electricity back to the gnd.

Senate Bill 199, the legislation to
implement Schwarzenegger's plan,
was innoduced by Sen. Kevin
Murray (D-tos Angeles). Glifomia's
building industy has opposed solar
power quotas.

Begrrning in 2008, builders
would be required to offer a solar
energy system option for homes in
every suMivision with 25 or more
homes. Affordable housrng develop
ment would be eligible for additional

a

C reen Ij u i|dine 5 ilclc.qies

Successful green buildings start with the right team.

Since 1994. That's how long we'oe been

working with deoelopment teams on
high performance green buildings. Successful

projects alwoys include a high degree of design

integration and nllaboration among architects,
contractors, deoelopers, mgineers and building
owners. We're sustainabili$ consultatts and
we knsw how to do that - ask our clients.

Cmtr,
The Seattle lushce Cznter
Targeting LEEDTM Siloa

Let us put our awaril-winning
architects and mgineers to work for
you. We oflw tedmical and dcsign
assistance to create integrated
design solutions that meet
sustainability goals and achieae

LEEDTM certifcntion,

P aladino I Company, Inc.
7t) 7D 7D . p al a d i n o a n d c o . c o m

206-522-7600
LEED k t registoed tradcmark of thz U.S. Gtm Buikling Council.

2.0 Silaer

o Social Marketing Research
. Program Evaluation

o Qualitative & Survey Research
o Market Assessment & Evaluation

ENERGY EFFICIENCY GREEN POI,YER

Jane S. Peters, PhD, President 503 I 281-9136

research /into /action -.

END-USE RENEWABLES
www.researchintoaction. com
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0utback Power Systems

The MX60 charge conEoller, a device that
takes energy fiom a source such as the sun and
makes it safe and usable, is not something most
people would describe as "the coolest looking
charge controller in the universe." But in his plain
and low-spoken voice, Robin Gudgel, CEO of
Outback Power Systems, says just that.

Along with the MX60 - which does look like
a gadget from *re Bat Gve - the Arlington,
Wash.-based company designs, manufachrres and
sells heavy-duty inverters. Inverters, put simply,
draw DC power from batteries and convert it to
usable AC power. Inverters also allow the user to
sell any excess power back to the utility or to store
it for future use - in case, as the Eastem United
States experienced in the suruner of2003, a

large-scale bla&out causes eight states and 50
million people to go for days without power.

Outback's FX sealed inverter and vented VFX
inverter, according to Robin Gudgel and his
brother Bob Gudgel, are the best in the world.
Buyers of the products indude the U.S. military
and DaimlerChrysler (NYSE: DCX), the latter of
which is currently using Outback's inverters in a

secret competition taking place in the deseru of
Arizona (Robin Gudgel speculates it's for a

next-generation military vehide to replace the

Robin Gudgel and Greg Ihomas ol 0ufrack Power Systems.

Humvee). But the big players don't account for
the majority of Outback's production. According
to Bob Gudgel, off-grid and renewable energy
users represent 80 percent ofthe business.

The inverters and charge controllers Outback
sells are not, in and of themselves, renewable
energy products. Only when the batteries are
hooked up to draw energy from a renewable
source, such as a photovoitaic (PV) system or
micro-hydro turbine, do they become agents of
renewable energy. But according to Robin Gudgel
and his colleagues, Outback's inverters are the
best ofthe best.

"We're going to be big," Bob Gudgel said.
Casually speaking of "perfect sine waves" and

E
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"integrated systems" in the language of an
engineer, Bob and his brother Robin say what
diJlerentiates their inverters from their
competitors' is reliability and durability; rue to
the name, the inverters were tested in the
Australian Outback two years ago.

Outback has been in business for three years.
Robin Gudgel and colleagues Greg Thomas and
Christopher Frietas were working for Tiace
Engineering when it was purchased by Xantex
But along with the acquisition, Robin Gudgel
said, came poor decisions, poor products aad
power struggles. He and Frietas left unhappy, and
Thomas quickly followed with other engineers,
induding brother Bob Gudgel, in tow Now, with
$1 million in cash, hundreds of thousands of
dollars in borrowed money, houses, livelihoods
and careers on the line, the team at Outba& puts
in up to 15-hour days to make the company
successfi:l. Even Robin Gudgel's wife pitches in
full-time.

"We're not really businessmen, we're
engineeis," Robin Gudgel said. "Our vision is
just to build a better product."

Perhaps Outback's greatest daim to fame is
the Los Angeles Audubon Society. In the middle
of the gliu, concrete and haze of Southern
Glifornia, the building is completely off-grid. In
other words, the Los Angeles Audubon Society

Cartrid0e World
inks in Northwest
IPORTLANO]

opposite," he said. 'And it takes
them three to fow years to design a

new cartridge. Think of how many
times we can refill what's already
out there in that time."

Can recycling be
rebranded?
ISAN FRANCISCO]

Advertising agency DDB Bass &
Howes interviews 3,500 people each
spring to find out just what kind of
consurners they are. But since 1995,
DDB has also asked about recyding
habits - ald the results fiom this
spring's survey could be interpreted
as discouraging.

"Recyders have created a valu-
able brand that's in a bit of dedine,"
said C-andy Cox, DDB managing
partrer who spoke at the National
Recyding Coalition (NRC) annual
meeting in late Augwt

While the DDB survey found
slightly increased worry among its
suweyed consruners about issues
such as food safery concem about
recyding has stagnated, Cox said.
"Sacrifice is out offashion," she
said. "Election year messages
focusing on environment increase
our concern...but not this cyde."

On the bright side, Cox said most
consurners, even those who don't
recyde, still view the practice as
positive.

To revive the recyding brand,
Cox's prescription is a campaign,
which could be undertaken by NRC
for the benefit of its member
organizations and companies.
Recyding's future rebranding
campaign should stop preaching to
the choir of consumers that already
recyde, she said, and instead reach
out to the larger mass of "sorta,
kinda" people who don't do it but
might if they were appealed to at an
emotional level.

"Otherwise, recyding will only
make incremental improvements at
the margins," Cox said.

[)ell, HP diverge on
e-waste approaches
IOLYMPIA WASH,]

Computer manufachrrers Dell
(NSYE: DELL) and Hewlett-Packard
(NYSE: HPQ) together sell half of
the new computers in the United
States. But each one takes an individ-
ual approach to e-waste collection.

In late August, Dell announced
20 new $10,000 grant winners for
computer recyding events around
the country. Since February Dell
has funded 12 other entities, mostly
agencies and nonprofits, with
$10,000 grants to collect a total
of850 tons ofe-waste.

HP worked with retailer Office
Depot on a sumner e-waste drop-off
that was scheduled to end in early
September. Office Depot (NYSE:
ODP) colleaed equipment and HP
demolished it at Nashville, Tenn.,
and Roseville, Calif , recydLng plants.

Dell's sustainable business
director Pat Nathan said the grant
model isn't a longterm solution to

e-waste, but in the short term has
proved more e{Iective than directly
hosting collection events.

A spokesperson for HP said its
effort with OfEce Depot resulted in
far more e-waste collected than HP
expected. The company was still
analyzingthe data to decide whether
to continue and possibly expand the
program to Canada.

Meanwhile, David Nightingale
of Washington's Deparfrnent of
Ecology said the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency will likely fund
the state's idea for a pilot to design a

multiple- stakeholdea third-party
collection system for the Northwest.
Nightingale said Ecology looked at
the Rechargeable Battery Recyding
Corp. as a possible model for how a
Northwest program could be
organized.

ETC.
Nov. I is the date Califomia's new e-waste
recycling fee goes into effect. Buprs of new
monitors, flat panels, laptops, and TVs will pay

an extra $6 to $10 to cover end-of-lifu recycling
costs.

hax)l
Ausnalia-headquar-
tered Cartidge
World is arming to
be, ifnot Starbucks,
then perhaps the

UPS of the cartridge-refill universe.
"We have plans to have 100

stores in the next three years in the
Northwest,' said Cartridge World
franchise coordinator Ed Horowiu.

A store is open in Boise, Idaho,
and expansion contilues in Portland
during September and Kennewi&,
Wash., shortly thereafter.

Many cartridge refillers have tra-
ditionally been "Mom & Pop" stores,
or entities sucJr as Wood Vrllage,
Ore.-based Tonerlrx, which shares a

cut of profits with schools or other
groups. Grridge World, however, is
a fasrgrowth multinational franchise
alming to open a store a day.

Horowitz said he is not con-
cemed that original manufachrrers
such as l.e:anark (NYSE: LXK) and
Hewlett-Packard (NSYE: HPQ) wiX
try to squelch the market for refilled
cartridges, which cut into the big
players' profis. "lexrnark first
approached the issue in a combative
way," HorowiE said, referring to
Lernark's attempts to program
cartridges to resist 1gfilli1g. "I don't
think it was what consumers wanted
to hear. HP's public statement has
been that they approve that there are
options for people."

Horowitz said customers could
get seven to 10 or more uses out ofa
single carkidge. Refllls cost between
$13-15, halfthe cost ofpurchasing
new. This extended cartridge life is
an environmental message that
Horowitz said Grtridge World can
help communicate for *re benefit of
original equipment manufacturers.
"Manufacttuers haven't been gorng
to designs where the cartridges
contain more ink - in fact, the

Recycled Markets
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lnverters lrom Arlinglon, Wash.-based 0utback Power Systems turn solar rays into power at the los Angeles Audubon Society.

Eneroy technology
mandates the Norttrwest Power and C-onservation
Act of 1980 placed upon the Bonneville Power
Adminiskation to seek efficiency and renewable-
energy solutions, the Northwest is making signifi-
cant strides in developing a lively smart energy
sector. It's a sector that drases cutting-edge techno-
logical solutions, compler grid efficiencies, and an
overall democratic approach to the current top-
down model of energy distibution - all described
in words the layperson rarely understands.

It appears the Northwest is a prime candidate
to lead the United States in smart energy
solutions. Proponents say the region has three
&ings gorng for it world-class research
institutions, sophisticated energy infrastructure
and generation facfities, and several companies
already working in the business.

In the following feature, SI-/ profiles four
companies in Oregon and Washington most
readers probably haven t heard ofyet. The firms
represent the scope of this emerging sector, fiom
the small and quirky (Costich Co.) to the rising
stars (Outback Power Systems). Immediately
following the piece is an arurotated list ofeven
more companies hand-picked by P.S. Reilly,
exeortive vice president of the Center for Smart
Energy in Redmond' *^:l;-,.r., 
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THEY'VE RELIED ON THE WIND FOR EONS.
WE THINK THEY'RE ON TO SOMETHING.

Wind has always helped butterflies move from place to.place. Now that same wind is moving us toward a sustainable energy future. Stoel Rives
is proud to play a vital role in that wolution - permitting the world s largest single wind-generation hciliry was lust the first step. By derrcloping

innor.ztive legal and policy solutions for wind and other renewable resources, wete commifted to helping the industry reach new heighs.

TICER SWAIOMAIL

MORPHO BLITTEX,FLY

COMMON GROUND. UNCOMMON THINKIn-C

SPANEH MOON MOTH

TAILDSAIURT.-nD

rcSTMAN EUNBFLY

AIlORNEY5 AI LAW

BLI'E MORPHO BUTTEf,FLY

BIRDDlNC SS.ALLOW

GhNT SWALLOWIAIL

TELEPHONE: 800.88.STOEL wwW.STOEL.COM

OWI'SEYE BUTTERIY

renewable energy, efficiency and consumer
protection, as well as fish and wildlife
preservation in the Columbia River Basin.

The movement toward smart and renewable
energy solutiors, while picking up momenhm,
has a long way to go. One of the major problems,
IGasnowsky said, is the tansition from old to new.

"lt's hard for most utilities to grasp how they
can make more money selling less energy," he
said. 'An energy-efficient project could take many
years to pay for itself, and many institutions shy
away from that and need help financially."

Jonathan Heller of Ecotope, a frrm profiled in
the followrng feature, said the low cost ofenergy
has hampered widespread appeal for efficiency.
"The number one reason is energy is cheap in
this part ofthe world - cheaper than it should
be," Heller said, referring to the tangential social
and environmental costs of inefficient energy.

It has become a question of will more than a

question of feasibility, according to Krasnowsky.
There are enough available efficiency resources to
reduce the region s energy needs by over 3,000
megawatts, which amounts to the consumption of
three Seattle-sized cities, he said.

Due to its environmental ethic, as well as
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www. swinertongreen. c om
www.sw'inerton.com

Offices in Portland, Seattle, San
Francisco, Sacramento, Los Angeles
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Green
Solutions

Concrete Floors
with reol closs.

Polished concrele provides lile slriking beouly
of polished gronile 0r morble ot oboul lhe
s0me iniliol cost 0s Vinyl Composition Tile.
Where il reolly shines lhough, is in signifi-
conlly lower moinlenonce cosls. Wilh n0
woxs, seolers, slripping or VoC's, polished
concrele is lodoy's mosl economicol ond
eco-friendly lloor solulion. Coll us lodoy lor o
free, no-hossle quole.

CONCRETE RESTORATION

360.910.9209
27603 NE l0lh Ave. . Ridgelield, WA 98642

Ucensed ond bonded in Orcgon ond Woshington
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BEFORE TI]E METRO COUNCIL

FOR TTIE PURPOSE OF ADOPTING A POLICY
FOR ESTABLISHTNG A PROCESS AND
CRITERIA FOR PROPOSED INVESTMENTS
FROM THE NEW METRO TOURISM
OPPORTLTNITY AND COMPETITIVENESS
ACCOUNT (MTOCA)

RESOLUTION NO. 04-3494 A

Introduced by Councilor Rod Park

)
)
)

WHEREAS, on May 20,2004, the Metro Council passed Ordinance No. 04-1052, increasing the
excise tax on solid waste by $.50 per ton; and

WHEREAS, proceeds from this tax are allocated to the Metro Tourism Opportunity and
Competitiveness Account (MTOCA); and

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Metro Tourism Opportunity and Competitiveness Account
(MTOCA) is to maximize the competitiveness, financial viability, economic impact, and continued
success of the Oregon Convention Center; and

WHEREAS, it is desirable to have a policy establishing a process and criteria for proposed
investments from the new Metro Tourism Opportunity and Competitiveness Account (MTOCA); and

WHEREAS, under Chapter 6 of the Metro Code, MERC is authorized and directed by the Metro
Council to make recommendations to the Council regarding convention, trade and spectator facilities; and

WHEREAS, on August 25,2004, the MERC Commission unanimously passed MERC
Resolution Number 04-15 recommending that the Metro Council adopt a policy establishing a process
and criteria for proposed investments from the new Metro Tourism Opportunity and Competitiveness
Account (MTOCA);and

WHEREAS, the policy recommended by the MERC Commission provides that the Metro
Council, as MERC's budget authority, must make all final decisions on recommended expenditures from
the fund; and

WHEREAS, the Council wishes to ensure that the decisions made on recommended expenditures
from the fund are subject to a thorough and clear process that is set out separately from the overall Metro
budgeting process.

BE IT RESOLVED as follows

1. That the Metro Council adopts the policies for establishing a process and criteria for
recommending expenditures by Metro from the new Tourism Opportunity and
Competitiveness Account as shown on the attached Exhibit A, with the proviso that the
Council directs that Goal Number One and the Strategies listed under Goal Number One shall
have the highest priority for funding.

2. That the MERC Commission is directed to submit proposals for funding the Goals Nuntber 2
ttn4&and theStrategies listed



3. That it is the desire of the Council that annual requests for appropriations from this Account
be set out for discussion, consideration, and action in a manner separate and discrete from
general budget procedures.

ADOPTED by the Metro Council this 30tr' day of September, 2004

David Bragdon, Council President

Approved as to Form:

Daniel B. Cooper, Metro Attorney


