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BEFORE THE METRO COUNCIL 
 
 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF AUTHORIZING AND 
APPROVING THE CANEMAH PARK MASTER 
PLAN AND AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO 
THE CANEMAH PARK PROPERTY 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH THE 
CITY OF OREGON CITY 

)
)
)
)
)
)

RESOLUTION NO. 04-3501 
 
 
Introduced by Chief Operating Officer 
Michael J. Jordan, with the concurrence of 
Council President David Bragdon 

 
 
 WHEREAS, on July 23, 1992, via Resolution No. 92-1637 (For the Purpose of Considering 
Adoption of the Metropolitan Greenspaces Master Plan), Metro Council adopted the Metropolitan 
Greenspaces Master Plan which identified a desired system of natural areas interconnected with 
greenways and trails (“Metro Greenspaces Master Plan”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Canemah Bluff portion of the Willamette River Greenway Natural Area was 
identified as a regionally significant open space by the Metro Greenspaces Master Plan (“Canemah 
Bluff”); and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Metro Open Spaces, Parks and Streams 1995 Ballot Measure 26-26 
(“Metro Open Spaces Bond Measure”), Metro acquired over 100 acres in Canemah Bluff (the “Canemah 
Bluff Natural Area”), a large portion of which is located in the City of Oregon City (“Oregon City”), 
immediately adjacent to the neighborhood park known as Canemah Children’s Park (“Canemah Park”), 
which is owned by the City of Oregon City and currently improved with a picnic shelter, swing sets and 
similar park improvements; and 
 

WHEREAS, in March of 2003, Metro entered into the Canemah Park Property Intergovernmental 
Agreement, Metro Contract No. 924863 (“IGA”), with Oregon City providing for master planning by 
Oregon City of the one-acre portion of the Canemah Bluff Natural Area nearest Canemah Park (the 
“Canemah Park Property”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the IGA provides that, upon approval by the Metro Council of a resource 
management plan for the Canemah Park Property, Oregon City will assume development, management, 
maintenance and operation responsibility for the Canemah Park Property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the IGA requires, and Oregon City has now prepared, a resource management plan 
that sets forth both the term of Oregon City’s control and responsibility for the Canemah Park Property 
and the guidelines and standards governing Oregon City’s development, management, maintenance, and 
operation of the Canemah Park Property (the “Canemah Neighborhood Park Master Plan”); and 
 

WHEREAS, the Canemah Neighborhood Park Master Plan has been reviewed by Metro Parks 
and Greenspaces staff and it meets or exceeds all requirements of the IGA and the Metro Greenspaces 
Master Plan, now therefore  
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STAFF REPORT 
 
IN CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. 04-3501 FOR THE PURPOSE OF AUTHORIZING 
AND APPROVING THE CANEMAH PARK MASTER PLAN AND AUTHORIZING AN 
AMENDMENT TO THE CANEMAH PARK PROPERTY INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT 
WITH THE CITY OF OREGON CITY 
 
Date: September 23, 2004      Prepared by:  Patricia Sullivan 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On July 23, 1992 Metro Council approved Resolution No. 92-1637 (“For the Purpose of Considering 
Adoption of the Metropolitan Greenspaces Master Plan”) which adopted the Metro Greenspaces Master 
Plan identifying a desired system of natural areas interconnected with greenways and trails.  The 
Canemah Bluff portion of the Willamette River Greenway Natural Area was identified as a regionally 
significant open space by the Metro Greenspaces Master Plan. 
  
Metro has acquired over 100 acres in Canemah Bluff, a large portion of which is located in Oregon City 
adjacent to Canemah Park, which is owned by Oregon City.  Park improvements currently include a 
picnic shelter, swing sets and other similar park improvements. 
 
Metro entered into the Canemah Parks Property Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) with Oregon City 
on March 19, 2003.  The agreement provides for master planning by Oregon City of the 1-acre portion of 
Metro’s Canemah Bluff Natural Area immediately adjacent to Canemah Park.  The IGA provides that, 
upon approval by the Metro Council of a resource management plan for the Camemah Park property, 
Oregon City will assume its responsibility for development, management, maintenance and operation of 
that property.   
 
Oregon City has now prepared a resource management plan (The Canemah Neighborhood Park Master 
Plan), which suggests improvements for a 1.5-acre open space in the Canemah neighborhood of Oregon 
City.  The 1.5 acres include an existing neighborhood park and the 1-acre parcel owned by Metro.  The 
goal of the master plan is to create a small multi-use neighborhood park that provides a transition to 
Metro’s 38-acre natural area. 
 
The public involvement portion of the master plan included information-sharing between the 
neighborhood park users and master plan designers, Lango Hansen, Landscape Architects.  Canemah 
residents participated in two workshops and attended a draft master plan presentation to Oregon City’s 
Park and Recreation Advisory Committee.  In these venues, residents voiced their suggestions and 
concerns, which were considered and incorporated into the process. 
 
Metro Parks and Greenspaces staff, having reviewed the Canemah Neighborhood Park Master Plan, 
found it meets requirements of the Intergovernmental Agreement and the Metro Greenspaces Master Plan. 
Staff also recommends authorization of an amendment to the Intergovernmental Agreement to provide for 
a perpetual term of management. 
 
ANALYSIS/INFORMATION 
 
1. Known opposition: 
 

None. 
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2. Legal Antecedents: 
 

• Metro Council Resolution 92-1637 adopted the Metro Greenspaces Master Plan 
identifying a desired system of natural areas interconnected with greenways and trails.   

 
• A March 2003 Intergovernmental Agreement between Metro and the City of Oregon City 

provided for master planning by Oregon City of the 1-acre portion of the Canemah Bluff 
Natural Agreement nearest Canemah Park 

 
3. Anticipated Effects 
 

Implementation of the Canemah Neighborhood Park Master Plan will produce a small multi-use 
neighborhood park that provides a transition to Metro’s adjacent 38-acre natural area. 

 
4. Budget Impacts 
 

None. 
- 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  
Michael J. Jordan, Chief Operating Officer, with the concurrence of David Bragdon, Council President, 
recommends approval of Resolution No. 04-3501. 
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