
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting: Metro Policy Advisory Committee (MPAC)      
Date: Wednesday, April 13, 2016 
Time: 5 to 7 p.m.  
Place: Metro Regional Center, Council Chamber 
 

5:00 PM 1. 
 
 

 
 
* 

 

CALL TO ORDER, SELF INTRODUCTIONS, CHAIR 
COMMUNICATIONS 

• Regional Leadership Forum #1 Update 

Tim Clark, Chair 

5:10 PM 2.  CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS 
 

 

5:15PM 
 

3.  COUNCIL UPDATE 
 

Metro Council 

5:20 PM 4.  MPAC MEMBER COMMUNICATIONS  

5:25 PM 5. 
 

 
* 
* 
 
 
 
 
 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
• Appointment of 2016 MTAC Members 
• Consideration of March 09, 2016 Minutes 

 

 

 6.  INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ITEMS  
5:30 PM 
 

6.1 
 

* Sherwood West Preliminary Concept Plan – 

 
INFORMATION/DISCUSSION 

Brad Kilby, City of Sherwood 
Kirstin Greene,  
Cogan Owens Greene 
 

6:15 PM 
 
 

6.2 
 
 

* Ordinance No. 16-1371 Growth Distribution Update – Jeff Frkonja, Metro 
INFORMATION/DISCUSSION Rebecca Hamilton, Metro 

 
6:35 PM 6.3 * Solid Waste Roadmap: Food Scraps Project – Matt Korot, Metro 

INFORMATION/DISCUSSION Jennifer Erickson, Metro 
 

7:00 PM 7.  ADJOURN  
     * Material included in the packet 

# Material will be provided at the meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For agenda and schedule information, please contact Alexandra Eldridge:  
503-797-1916 or Alexandra.Eldridge@oregonmetro.gov. 

To check on closure or cancellations during inclement weather please call 503-797-1700. 

Upcoming MPAC Meetings:  
• April 27, 2016 
• May 11, 2016 
• May 25, 2016 (at Port of Portland) 
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   November 2014 

Metro respects civil rights 

Metro fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes that ban discrimination.  If any person believes they have been discriminated against 
regarding the receipt of benefits or services because of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability, they have the right to file a complaint with Metro. For information 
on Metro’s civil rights program, or to obtain a discrimination complaint form, visit www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights or call 503-797-1536. Metro provides services or 
accommodations upon request to persons with disabilities and people who need an interpreter at public meetings. If you need a sign language interpreter, communication 
aid or language assistance, call 503-797-1890 or TDD/TTY 503-797-1804 (8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays) 5 business days before the meeting. All Metro meetings are wheelchair 
accessible. For up-to-date public transportation information, visit TriMet’s website at www.trimet.org. 
 

Thông báo về sự Metro không kỳ thị của  
Metro tôn trọng dân quyền. Muốn biết thêm thông tin về chương trình dân quyền 
của Metro, hoặc muốn lấy đơn khiếu nại về sự kỳ thị, xin xem trong 
www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights. Nếu quý vị cần thông dịch viên ra dấu bằng tay, 
trợ giúp về tiếp xúc hay ngôn ngữ, xin gọi số 503-797-1890 (từ 8 giờ sáng đến 5 giờ 
chiều vào những ngày thường) trước buổi họp 5 ngày làm việc. 

Повідомлення Metro про заборону дискримінації  
Metro з повагою ставиться до громадянських прав. Для отримання інформації 
про програму Metro із захисту громадянських прав або форми скарги про 
дискримінацію відвідайте сайт www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights. або Якщо вам 
потрібен перекладач на зборах, для задоволення вашого запиту зателефонуйте 
за номером 503-797-1890 з 8.00 до 17.00 у робочі дні за п'ять робочих днів до 
зборів. 

Metro 的不歧視公告 
尊重民權。欲瞭解Metro民權計畫的詳情，或獲取歧視投訴表，請瀏覽網站 
www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights。如果您需要口譯方可參加公共會議，請在會

議召開前5個營業日撥打503-797-
1890（工作日上午8點至下午5點），以便我們滿足您的要求。 

Ogeysiiska takooris la’aanta ee Metro 
Metro waxay ixtiraamtaa xuquuqda madaniga. Si aad u heshid macluumaad ku 
saabsan barnaamijka xuquuqda madaniga ee Metro, ama aad u heshid warqadda ka 
cabashada takoorista, booqo www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights. Haddii aad u baahan 
tahay turjubaan si aad uga  qaybqaadatid kullan dadweyne, wac 503-797-1890 (8 
gallinka hore illaa 5 gallinka dambe maalmaha shaqada) shan maalmo shaqo ka hor 
kullanka si loo tixgaliyo codsashadaada. 

 Metro의 차별 금지 관련 통지서   
Metro의 시민권 프로그램에 대한 정보 또는 차별 항의서 양식을 얻으려면, 또는 
차별에 대한 불만을 신고 할 수www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights. 당신의 언어 
지원이 필요한 경우, 회의에 앞서 5 영업일 (오후 5시 주중에 오전 8시) 503-797-
1890를 호출합니다.  

Metroの差別禁止通知 
Metroでは公民権を尊重しています。Metroの公民権プログラムに関する情報

について、または差別苦情フォームを入手するには、www.oregonmetro.gov/ 
civilrights。までお電話ください公開会議で言語通訳を必要とされる方は、 
Metroがご要請に対応できるよう、公開会議の5営業日前までに503-797-
1890（平日午前8時～午後5時）までお電話ください。 

េសចកត ីជូនដំណឹងអំពីការមិនេរសីេអើងរបស់ Metro 
ការេគារពសិទិធពលរដឋរបស់ ។ សំរាប់ព័ត៌មានអំពីកមម វធិីសិទិធពលរដឋរបស់ Metro 

ឬេដើមបីទទួលពាកយបណត ឹងេរសីេអើងសូមចូលទសសនាេគហទំព័រ 
 ។www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights

េបើេលាកអនករតវូការអនកបកែរបភាសាេនៅេពលអងគ 
របជំុសាធារណៈ សូមទូរស័ពទមកេលខ 503-797-1890 (េម៉ាង 8 រពឹកដល់េម៉ាង 5 លាង ច 

ៃថងេធវ ើការ) របាំពីរៃថង 
ៃថងេធវ ើការ មុនៃថងរបជុំេដើមបីអាចឲយេគសរមួលតាមសំេណើរបស់េលាកអនក ។ 

 
 

 

 
 Metroإشعار بعدم التمييز من 

للحقوق المدنية أو لإيداع شكوى  Metroللمزيد من المعلومات حول برنامج . الحقوق المدنية Metroتحترم 
إن كنت بحاجة . www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrightsضد التمييز، يُرجى زيارة الموقع الإلكتروني 

صباحاً حتى  8من الساعة (  1890-797-503إلى مساعدة في اللغة، يجب عليك الاتصال مقدماً برقم الھاتف
 .أيام عمل من موعد الاجتماع) 5(قبل خمسة ) مساءاً، أيام الاثنين إلى الجمعة 5الساعة 

 

Paunawa ng Metro sa kawalan ng diskriminasyon   
Iginagalang ng Metro ang mga karapatang sibil. Para sa impormasyon tungkol sa 
programa ng Metro sa mga karapatang sibil, o upang makakuha ng porma ng 
reklamo sa diskriminasyon, bisitahin ang www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights.  Kung 
kailangan ninyo ng interpreter ng wika sa isang pampublikong pulong, tumawag sa 
503-797-1890 (8 a.m. hanggang 5 p.m. Lunes hanggang Biyernes) lima araw ng 
trabaho bago ang pulong upang mapagbigyan ang inyong kahilingan.Notificación de 
no discriminación de Metro. 
 
Notificación de no discriminación de Metro  
Metro respeta los derechos civiles. Para obtener información sobre el programa de 
derechos civiles de Metro o para obtener un formulario de reclamo por 
discriminación, ingrese a www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights . Si necesita asistencia 
con el idioma, llame al 503-797-1890 (de 8:00 a. m. a 5:00 p. m. los días de semana) 
5 días laborales antes de la asamblea. 

Уведомление о недопущении дискриминации от Metro  
Metro уважает гражданские права. Узнать о программе Metro по соблюдению 
гражданских прав и получить форму жалобы о дискриминации можно на веб-
сайте www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights. Если вам нужен переводчик на 
общественном собрании, оставьте свой запрос, позвонив по номеру 503-797-
1890 в рабочие дни с 8:00 до 17:00 и за пять рабочих дней до даты собрания. 

Avizul Metro privind nediscriminarea  
Metro respectă drepturile civile. Pentru informații cu privire la programul Metro 
pentru drepturi civile sau pentru a obține un formular de reclamație împotriva 
discriminării, vizitați www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights. Dacă aveți nevoie de un 
interpret de limbă la o ședință publică, sunați la 503-797-1890 (între orele 8 și 5, în 
timpul zilelor lucrătoare) cu cinci zile lucrătoare înainte de ședință, pentru a putea să 
vă răspunde în mod favorabil la cerere. 

Metro txoj kev ntxub ntxaug daim ntawv ceeb toom  
Metro tributes cai. Rau cov lus qhia txog Metro txoj cai kev pab, los yog kom sau ib 
daim ntawv tsis txaus siab, mus saib www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights.  Yog hais tias 
koj xav tau lus kev pab, hu rau 503-797-1890 (8 teev sawv ntxov txog 5 teev tsaus 
ntuj weekdays) 5 hnub ua hauj lwm ua ntej ntawm lub rooj sib tham.     

 



 
 

 
 

2016 MPAC Work Program 
As of 04/13/16 

 

Items in italics are tentative; bold denotes required items 

• West Sherwood Update (Brad Kilby, City of 
Sherwood; Kirsten Greene, Cogan Owens 
Greene; 45 min) 

Wednesday, April 13, 2016 

• Population and Employment Growth Forecast 
Distributions (Jeff Frkonja, John Williams, 
Metro; 20 min) 

• Solid Waste Roadmap: Food Scraps Project 
(Matt Korot, Jennifer Erickson, Metro; 25 min) 

 

 

April 22, 2016: RTP Regional Leadership Forum #1 
(Exploring Big Ideas for Our Transportation Future) 

• Regional Solutions Team Update (Bobby Lee, 
State of Oregon; 45 min) 

Wednesday, April 27, 2016 

• Metro’s Strategic Plan to Advance Racial Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion – Information/discussion

• HOLD for Ordinance No. 16-1371 Growth 
Distribution Update (Jeff Frkonja, John Williams, 
Metro; 15 min) 

 
(Patty Unfred & staff TBD, Metro; 45 min)  

 

Wednesday, May 11, 2016 

Hosted by Port of Portland 

Wednesday, May 25, 2016 

PDX Conference Center (Room TBD) 

 

Wednesday, June 8, 2016 

 

Wednesday, June 22, 2016 

 

Wednesday, July 13, 2016 

 

 

 

• 2018 RTP Update: Project Update (Kim Ellis, 
Metro; 30 min) 

Wednesday, July 27, 2016 

 

 

Wednesday, August 10, 2016 Wednesday, August 24, 2016

 

 - cancelled 



• 2018 RTP Update: Background for Regional 
Leadership Forum #2 and Draft RTP Revenue 
Forecast (Kim Ellis, Ted Leybold, Ken Lobeck, 
Metro; 45 min) 

Wednesday, September 14, 2016 

• 2018 RTP Update: Draft Regional Transit Vision 
(Jamie Snook, Metro; Stephan Lashbrook, 
SMART; Eric Hesse, TriMet; 45 min) 

 
Sept. 23: RTP Regional Leadership Forum #2 (Navigating 
Our Transportation Funding Landscape) 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016

 

 - cancelled 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, October 12, 2016 

• 2018 RTP Update: Project Update (Kim Ellis, 
Metro; 30 min) 

Wednesday, October 26, 2016 

 

• 2018 RTP Update: Background for Regional 
Leadership Forum #3 (Transforming Our Vision 
into Regional Priorities) (Kim Ellis, Metro; 30 
min) 

Wednesday, November 9, 2016 

• 2018 RTP Update: Safety Strategies and Actions 
(Lake McTighe, Metro; 25 min) 

Wednesday, November 23, 2016

 

 - cancelled 

 

 

 
Dec. 2: RTP Regional Leadership Forum #3 (Transforming 
Our Vision into Regional Priorities) 

Wednesday, December 14, 2016 Wednesday, December 28, 2016 – cancelled  

 

• October 2017: RTP Regional Leadership Forum #4 (Drafting Our Shared Plan for the Region) 
Upcoming events: 

• June 2018: RTP Regional Leadership Forum #5 (Finalizing Our Shared Plan for the Region) 
 
 

• Presentation on health & land use featuring local projects from around the region 
Parking Lot:  

• Greater Portland, Inc. update 
• “Unsettling Profiles” presentation by Coalition of Communities of Color  
• Washington County Transportation Futures Study  
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2018	REGIONAL	TRANSPORTATION	PLAN	UPDATE		

Regional	Leadership	Forum	Series	
The	Metro	Council	will	convene	MPAC,	JPACT	and	invited	community	and	
business	leaders	in	a	series	of	discussions	to	foster	regional	leadership	and	
collaboration	to	address	regional	transportation	challenges.		

Working	together	across	interests	and	communities	can	help	ensure	every	
person	and	business	in	the	Portland	metropolitan	region	has	access	to	safe,	
reliable	and	affordable	ways	to	get	around.	Find	out	more	at	
oregonmetro.gov/rtp.	

	
	

		

	

1	

Exploring	Big	Ideas	for	Our	Transportation	Future	
Explore	challenges,	trends	and	solutions	for	the	future	of	transportation	

Outcome:	Identify	possible	Big	Solutions	to	consider	through	the	2018	RTP	update	
	

2	

Navigating	Our	Transportation	Funding	Landscape	
Explore	solutions	for	securing	adequate	transportation	funding		
	
Outcome:	Direction	on	RTP	investment	levels	and	possible	funding	solutions	

3	

Transforming	Our	Vision	into	Regional	Priorities	
Define	our	regional	priorities		

Outcome:	Direction	on	regional	priorities	to	guide	updating	policies,	projects	
and	strategies	

4	

Drafting	Our	Shared	Plan	for	the	Region	
Refine	our	regional	transportation	plan	for	public	review	

Outcome:	Direction	on	refinements	to	policies,	projects	and	strategies	to	
prepare	draft	2018	RTP	for	public	review	

5	

Finalizing	Our	Shared	Plan	for	the	Region	
Finalize	2018	Regional	Transportation	Plan	for	approval	

Outcome:	Preliminary	action	on	recommended	2018	RTP	for	consideration	
by	JPACT	and	the	Metro	Council	

Apri
l	22,	

	201
6	

Sept
.	23	

	201
6	

Dec.
	2,		

2016
	

Oct.	

	201
7	

June
	

	201
8	



 2018 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN UPDATE 

REGIONAL LEADERSHIP FORUM 1  

Exploring Big Ideas for our 
transportation future 
8 to 11 a.m., Friday, April 22, 2016 
Oregon Convention Center, Rooms F149-152 

 

THREE REASONS  
TO ATTEND 

Decision 
makers, and 
community and 
business leaders 
– all at the same 
table  
Our success 
hinges on how 
well we work 
together.  

The place for 
bold thinking 
National, state 
and local leaders 
bring their 
insights to the 
discussion. 

Opportunity to 
help create the 
future you want 
Five forums over 
two years to 
shape, direct and 
lead change. 

7:30 a.m. Registration, light breakfast and networking  

8 a.m. 
 

Welcome and morning overview  
o Stories from our communities (video) 

 

John Williams, Metro Deputy 
Planning Director 

Wood Village Council President 
Timothy Clark, MPAC Chair 

Metro Councilor Craig Dirksen, 
JPACT Chair 

Mychal Tetteh, CEO 
Community Cycling Center 

 
8:20 a.m. 

Featured speaker  
More than just Point A to Point B 
Followed by Q&A 

 
R.T. Rybak  
Three-term mayor  
of Minneapolis 

9:10 a.m. Big Issues 
o What is the one Big Issue around 

transportation that you hear about most 
from your constituents or community? 

Big Trends 
o Picture the region 10 years from now, 

what Big Trends will affect future travel 
and how? 

 
Small group discussion 

9:50 a.m. BREAK  

10:05 a.m. Big Solutions 
o Regional Transportation Plan – The Movie 

(video) 
o Viewing the RTP as a tool for change, what Big 

Solutions should be considered in the 2018 RTP 
update? 

 
Small group discussion and 
Shark Tank© report out (pitch 
your Big Solution) 

10:50 a.m. Next steps  John Williams 

11 a.m. Adjourn  

040516            Continued on reverse side   



Featured speaker 

R.T. Rybak, former three-term mayor of Minneapolis, served 
from 2002 to 2013. During his time in office, Rybak led efforts 
in economic development, affordable housing, transportation 
and youth violence prevention. Rybak will share his experiences 
leading a diverse metropolitan area and responding to the 
collapse of the I-35W Mississippi River Bridge that was rebuilt 
to expand travel options in his community. 

When he left office, Minneapolis had restored its AAA bond 
rating, enjoyed the lowest unemployment in the country and 
put 20,000 young people through the STEP-UP summer jobs 
program he founded. 

He is currently serves as executive director of Generation Next, a coalition of civic, business and 
school leaders focused on closing the racial achievement gap in Minneapolis and Saint Paul. His 
goal through this work is to make Minneapolis and St. Paul a national leader in innovative, 
cradle-to-career approaches to youth development, and to highlight the crisis of our region’s 
achievement gap and advance effective strategies for ending it. 

Rybak is the author of the just released "Pothole Confidential" about his 12 years as mayor of 
Minneapolis. Rybak also serves as a Vice Chair of the Democratic National Committee and as a 
Senior Advisor for Municipal Practice at Living Cities.  

A Minneapolis native, R.T. Rybak spent almost 30 years working in journalism, the commercial 
real estate business, publishing and the Internet before being elected mayor in his first run for 
public office. He and his wife Megan O’Hara, have two grown children. 

 

 

Metro respects civil rights 

Metro hereby gives public notice that it is the policy of the Metro Council to assure full compliance with Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987, Executive Order 12898 on Environmental 
Justice and related statutes and regulations in all programs and activities. Title VI requires that no person in the 
United States of America shall, on the grounds of race, color or national origin, be excluded from the participation 
in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity for which 
Metro receives federal financial assistance. Any person who believes they have been aggrieved by an unlawful 
discriminatory practice under Title VI has a right to file a formal complaint with Metro. Any such complaint must be 
in writing and filed with Metro’s Title VI Coordinator within one hundred eighty (180) days following the date of 
the alleged discriminatory occurrence. For more information, or to obtain a Title VI Discrimination Complaint Form, 
see the website at oregonmetro.gov or call 503-797-1536. 

2 



~ Metro I Memo 

Date: 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Monday, March 28, 2016 

Metro Policy Advisory Com 

John Williams, MTAC Chair 

We have received a new nomination-.£ 

600 NE Grand Ave. 
Portland, OR 97232-2736 

www.oregonmetro.gov 

eWashington County Citizen position .on MTAC. 

Washington County has nominated Raymond Eck to be the primary member and Bruce 
Bartlett will become the alternate. 

Please consider this nomination for MTAC membership at your next meeting. Per MPAC's 
bylaws, MPAC may approve or reject any nomination submitted. 

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Thank you. 



   

 

 

  
METRO POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE (MPAC) 

Meeting Minutes 
March 09, 2016 

Metro Regional Center, Council Chamber 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT AFFILIATION 
Sam Chase 
Tim Clark 
Betty Dominguez 
Mark Gamba, 1st Vice Chair 
Jeff Gudman 
John Hayes 
Jerry Hinton 
Dick Jones 
Ty Stober 
Gordon Hovies 
Loretta Smith 
Tootie Smith 
Bob Stacey 

Metro Council 
City of Wood Village, Multnomah Co. Other Cities 
Citizen of Clackamas County 
City of Milwaukie, Clackamas Co. Other Cities 
City of Lake Oswego, Clackamas Co. Largest City 
Forest Grove School District 
City of Gresham, Multnomah Co. 2nd Largest City 
Oak Lodge Water District, Clackamas Co. Special Districts 
City of Vancouver 
Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue, Washington Co. Special Districts 
Multnomah County 
Clackamas County 
Metro Council 

MEMBERS EXCUSED AFFILIATION 
Denny Doyle 
 
ALTERNATES PRESENT 

City of Beaverton, Washington Co. 2nd Largest City 
 
AFFILIATION 

Emerald Bogue 
Jennifer Donnelly 
Craig Prosser 
Marc San Soucie 

Port of Portland 
Department of Land Conservation and Development 
TriMet 
City of Beaverton, Washington Co. 2nd Largest City 

  
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Adam Barber, Dan Chandler, Eric Hesse, Jon Kloor, Chris Merz, Zoe Monahan,  
 
STAFF: Roger Alfred, Alexandra Eldridge, Martha Fritze, Megan Gibb, Shaina Hobbs, Ramona 
Perrault, John Williams, Jon Williams, Ina Zucker 

1. CALL TO ORDER, SELF INTRODUCTIONS, CHAIR COMMUNICATIONS 

MPAC Chair Tim Clark called the meeting to order at 5:10 p.m. and noted that there were not yet 
enough MPAC members to call a quorum. All attendees introduced themselves.  

Chair Clark introduced Mr. John Williams, who then gave a summary of the 2015 Compliance 
Report. He informed committee members that the Chief Operating Officer of Metro is required to 
inform the Metro Council, JPACT, and MPAC of the status of regional city and county compliance 
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with regional requirements as outlined in the Urban Growth Management Functional Plan and the 
Regional Transportation Functional Plan. Mr. Williams informed MPAC members that all 
jurisdictions, aside from the City of Damascus, were in compliance.  

2. CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS 

There were none. 

3. COUNCIL UPDATE 

• Councilor Bob Stacey encouraged MPAC members to read Metro’s Draft Plan to Advance 
Racial Equity, Diversity and Inclusion, and to complete the corresponding feedback survey. 
He added that the plan was a result of participation from multiple partners in the region, 
including communities of color. Councilor Stacey noted that Metro was proposing to 
accomplish a set of actions, objectives, and goals to remove existing barriers for 
communities of color in the region.  

• Councilor Stacey informed MPAC members that the next round of Nature in Neighborhoods 
grants was open for applications. He added that letters of interest for capital grants would 
be accepted through April. 

• Councilor Stacey noted that the Metro Council adopted revised findings for the Urban and 
Rural Reserves in February, which put Metro in compliance with the remand of the original 
reserves plan. He added that the revised findings were transmitted to Multnomah County 
and Clackamas County for their approval in order to move forward. 

4. MPAC MEMBER COMMUNICATION 

• Mayor Gamba informed MPAC members that there would be an upcoming E-Bike expo in 
Portland and added that an E-Bike tour would be an informative trip for MPAC and JPACT 
members. Mayor Gamba explained that electric bikes may be a possible transportation 
solution in some jurisdictions.  

• Chair Clark informed committee members that MPAC had been invited to the Port of 
Portland for a tour that would take the place of MPAC’s May 25th meeting. Ms. Emerald 
Bogue explained that the tour would discuss the future of PDX International Airport and 
would give MPAC members a behind-the-scenes look at the port’s operations. 

5. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
5.1 Consideration of January 13, 2016 Minutes 

At 5:28pm, Chair Clark announced that a quorum was present and that the committee would vote 
to adopt the consent agenda. 

MOTION: Councilor Jeff Gudman moved and Commissioner Tootie Smith seconded, to adopt the 
January 13, 2016 minutes. 

ACTION: With all in favor, the motion passed. Mr. Craig Prosser abstained. 
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6. INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

6.1 Transit Oriented Development Program Update 
 

Chair Clark informed committee members that Mr. Jon Williams and Ms. Megan Gibb would be 
giving a presentation on Metro’s Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Program and its changes to 
advance equitable housing goals in the region. 
 
Mr. Jon Williams informed MPAC members that the TOD Program, which is aligned with Metro’s 
2040 Growth Plan, has supported approximately 3,300 units of housing, and has induced over 
800,000 additional TriMet trips per year. He informed committee members that the TOD Program 
is funded by Regional Flexible Funds and that the majority of TOD’s projects were in collaboration 
with developers who desired higher density.  

 
Mr. Williams noted that there have been improvements in TriMet service further east, which has 
resulted in higher market strength. He and added that the most dramatic changes are in North 
Portland and between Cesar E. Chavez Blvd. and the I-205. Mr. Williams explained that land costs 
were too high for affordable developers, which reduced the amount of applications for TOD projects 
by developers. In order to address these constraints, the program’s updated work plan will 
recognize land cost premiums associated with building affordable housing in a high-cost area and 
utilize newer data that lower income households ride transit more in order to expand funding 
eligibility.  
 
Ms. Megan Gibb informed MPAC members that the TOD Program was looking for a developer for a 
TOD site located at SE 82nd and Division. Ms. Gibb noted that the TOD project team was working on 
an intergovernmental agreement with the City of Milwaukie on a downtown site, as well as with the 
City of Beaverton on a Westgate location. Ms. Gibb added that the TOD team was also looking 
toward more land acquisition. 

 
Member discussion included: 

 
• Ms. Loretta Smith inquired about the average award for the program’s grants. Mr. Williams 

answered that typical grants were between $200,000 and $500,000.   
• Ms. Emerald Bogue asked how inclusionary zoning is expected to affect the TOD Program. 

Mr. Williams explained that they have been looking into collaboration with City of 
Portland’s Multiple-Unit Limited Tax Exemption (MULTE) Program, and the results 
ultimately depend on the financial incentives offered by the City of Portland. 

• Ms. Dominguez noted her concern over the “10 year cliff” of the MULTE Program, and 
recommended a discussion about strategies to extend that period. Ms. Dominguez also 
recommended collaboration with other jurisdictions about creating similar projects for 
existing buildings, rather than focusing solely on new construction. She asked whether the 
TOD Program formula could be altered to be more inclusive, given the housing crisis the 
region is experiencing.  Mr. Williams noted that the TOD work program’s new formula was 
anticipated to increase affordability. 
 

Note: Chair Clark requested that MPAC move to agenda item 6.3 before agenda item 6.2. 
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6.2 Urban Growth Management Program Update 

Chair Clark introduced Councilor Sam Chase, Mr. John Williams, and Mr. Ted Reid to give an update 
on the Urban Growth Management Program. 

Key elements of the update included: 

Councilor Chase informed MPAC members that Metro would be looking to improve its urban 
growth management processes in order to utilize the best information and to continue to support 
ongoing dialogue. He noted that Metro staff plans to have a draft report for the Urban Growth 
Management Program by July of 2018, which would leave sufficient time to look at possible changes 
before the next UGM decision. 

Councilor Chase explained the Council President Hughes would be appointing members to a 
taskforce, which would include mayors, Metro councilors, and key stakeholders. He added that 
President Hughes and Councilor Collette would be representing the Metro Council on that 
taskforce. 

Councilor Chase discussed several guiding principles in Metro’s UGM process, and added that it 
would be a possibility to request more authority from the state legislature to work in line with the 
principles, but that would be discussed in the convened taskforce. 

Mr. Ted Reid explained that this is building on work that the region has done on urban reserves and 
this can lead to a more practical discussion about when it is appropriate to bring in the urban and 
rural reserves. He noted that representation from the Homebuilders Association and 1000 Friends 
of Oregon would be included in the taskforce discussions. Mr. Reid added that as the taskforce 
agreed upon recommendations, they would be shared with MPAC. 

Member discussion included: 

• Ms. Jennifer Donnelly noted that the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and 
Development (DLCD) intends to be involved in the process. She recommended considering 
making changes to Goal 14 and other rulemaking before Metro seeks a change in authority 
from the Oregon State Legislature.  

• Commissioner Tootie Smith asked if the UGM Program problem statement was open to 
changes, and emphasized that the focus on land for housing did not adequately address 
Clackamas County’s need for employment lands. She added that Clackamas County staff 
would write some additions for the UGM Program problem statement. 

• Councilor Stacey added that there was a provision in Metro Code which allows an applicant 
to come forward and make the case there is a need for industrial land in order to amend the 
existing UGB.  

• Mayor Gamba asked about the makeup of the taskforce. Mr. Williams added that the 
taskforce would be made of approximately 8 mayors, representatives from each county in 
the metro region, as well as representatives from DLCD and other key stakeholders.  

6.3 2018 RTP Update: 2016 Activities and Regional Leadership Forum #1 

Key elements of the presentation included: 

Councilor Bob Stacey informed MPAC members that the region is currently preparing for the 2018 
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) update.  He explained that the Regional Leadership Forum on 
April 22nd would be an effort between committees such as MPAC, TPAC, JPACT and MTAC. Councilor 
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Stacey explained that the work would be similar to what was done for Climate Smart, but this time, 
a group of community and business leaders would be invited to participate in the forum discussions 
with committee members. 

Councilor Stacey informed committee members that a lot of background work was underway for 
the RTP update, and that related activities would include a speaker series, best practices tours, and 
discussions about safety, design, driverless vehicles, and other topics.  

Councilor Stacey explained that the keynote speaker of the first RTP Leadership Forum would be 
The Honorable R.T. Rybak, former three-term mayor of Minneapolis. He added that Councilor Craig 
Dirksen would be one of the conveners of the discussion, along with one of the invited community 
leaders. Councilor Stacey explained that members would receive an invitation and agenda in early 
April, and the event would take place on Friday, April 22nd, at the Oregon Convention Center. 

Mr. John Williams explained that several staff members were working on technical aspects of the 
RTP, then highlighted that the leadership forums are an important opportunity for regional 
policymakers to “steer the ship,” and added that he hopes to have 5 forums over the next 3 years. 
He added that staff will work with MPAC officers to design presentations which are of interest to 
the committee members. 

Member discussion included: 

• Chair Clark recommended that MPAC members stay informed by subscribing to a quarterly 
electronic news update through Metro’s RTP web page. 

• Councilor Jeff Gudman asked what assumptions are being made, if any, about driverless 
cars. Councilor Sam Chase explained that a lot of work is being done to become more 
informed about the issue and there has been work done to organize a speaker to discuss the 
topic of driverless cars. Councilor Gudman explained that the automobile system would be 
autonomous by 2050, and the region should contemplate what it could mean for the 
region’s transportation system, as whatever assumption is made about driverless cars may 
influence which investments are made by the region.  

• Councilor Stacey explained that congestion pricing is a tool that may be considered as a way 
to control congestion, and added that the Portland metropolitan area would require a 
different congestion pricing scheme than those in other cities around the world. 

• Councilor Marc San Soucie informed MPAC members that certain studies being conducted 
in Washington County have shown a possibility of achieving better congestion control 
outcomes through investment in technology, rather than increasing physical capacity. 

ADJOURN 

MPAC Chair Tim Clark adjourned the meeting at 6:34 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  
Shaina Hobbs  
Recording Secretary 
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ATTACHMENTS TO THE PUBLIC RECORD FOR THE MEETING OF MARCH 09, 2016 
 

 

 

ITEM 
DOCUMENT 

TYPE 
DOC 

DATE DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION DOCUMENT NO. 

1.0 Report March 2016 2015 Compliance Report (distributed online 
only) 

030916m-01 

N/A Handout March 2016 March 2016 Metro Hotsheet 030916m-02 



 

MPAC Worksheet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Purpose/Objective  
The City of Sherwood is one of the first communities in the Metro area to prepare a preliminary 
concept plan for one of the urban reserve areas outside of the Urban Growth Boundary. Sherwood 
West is the city’s largest urban reserve outside of the Urban Growth Boundary. In January, the 
Sherwood City Council accepted the plan. The purpose of this presentation is to provide an 
overview of the project, process, and the lessons learned over the course of the 14-month planning 
process. 
 
 
Action Requested/Outcome  
It is not necessary for MPAC to take any action on this item.  
 
 
What has changed since MPAC last considered this issue/item? 
N/A 
 
 
What packet material do you plan to include?  
No materials provided.  There will be a PowerPoint presentation and discussion with City staff and 
their consultants.  
 
 

Agenda Item Title: Sherwood West Preliminary Concept Plan  

Presenter: Brad Kilby, AICP - Planning Manager, City of Sherwood 

Contact for this worksheet/presentation:  Brad Kilby 

 

 



 

MPAC Worksheet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Purpose/Objective  
(what do you expect to accomplish by having the item on this meeting’s agenda):(e.g. to discuss 
policy issues identified to date and provide direction to staff on these issues) 
 
To update MPAC on the recent growth distribution update. 
 
 
Action Requested/Outcome  
(What action do you want MPAC to take at this meeting? State the policy questions that need to be 
answered.) 
 
Make a recommendation to Metro Council on the adoption of the 2015 growth distribution update. 
 
 
 
What has changed since MPAC last considered this issue/item? 
 
This will be the first time the issue has been presented to MPAC. 
 
 
 
What packet material do you plan to include?  
(Must be provided 10 calendar days prior to the actual meeting for distribution) 
 
A copy of the Draft Ordinance No. 16-1371, including Staff Report, Attachments, and Exhibit. 
 
 

Agenda Item Title: Ordinance No. 16-1371 Growth Distribution Update 

Presenter: Jeff Frkonja, Metro; Rebecca Hamilton, Metro 

Contact for this worksheet/presentation: Rebecca Hamilton x1721 

 

 



Ordinance No. 16-1371 - Page 1 

BEFORE THE METRO COUNCIL 
 
 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF ADOPTING THE 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE POPULATION 
AND EMPLOYMENT GROWTH TO YEAR 
2040 TO TRAFFIC ANALYSIS ZONES IN 
THE REGION CONSISTENT WITH THE 
FORECAST ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE 
NO. 15-1361 IN FULFILLMENT OF 
METRO'S POPULATION COORDINATION 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER ORS 195.036 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
 

  
Ordinance No. 16-1371 
 
Introduced by Chief Operating Officer 
Martha Bennett in concurrence with 
Council President Tom Hughes 

 
WHEREAS, ORS 195.025 designates Metro as the local government responsible for 

coordination of planning activities within the Metro district; and  
 

WHEREAS, ORS 195.036 requires the designated local government responsible for 
coordination of planning activities in a region to establish and maintain a population forecast for 
the area within its boundary and to coordinate the forecast with the other local governments 
within the boundary; and 
 

WHEREAS, on November 12, 2015 the Metro Council adopted a population and 
employment forecast for the region by Ordinance No. 15-1361 (“For the Purpose of Adopting 
the 2014 Urban Growth Report and Complying with Regional Growth Management 
Requirements Under ORS 197.299 and Statewide Planning Goal 14"); and 

 
WHEREAS, Metro planning staff have begun work on a required update to the Regional 

Transportation Plan (RTP), which is scheduled for adoption in 2018 and will need to rely on the 
most current data regarding the distribution of the forecasted population and employment growth 
for the region; and 
 

WHEREAS, Metro began the process of distribution of the forecasted population and 
employment in July 2015 by coordinating with the 25 cities and three counties within the Metro 
district regarding the proposed distribution, including a series of meetings and a review and 
comment period designed to improve the accuracy of the distributions; and 
 

WHEREAS, Metro staff made presentations to its advisory committees (MPAC, MTAC, 
TPAC and JPACT) regarding the distribution and coordination with local governments; and 

 
WHEREAS, Metro incorporated comments and suggestions from the cities and counties 

to refine the distribution and published a final distribution on March 24, 2016; and  
 
WHEREAS, the population forecast distributions shown on the attached Exhibit A are 

expressed in terms of employment and households, and the household estimates are the basis for 
Metro’s capacity analysis; and  



Ordinance No. 16-1371 - Page 2 

WHEREAS, the household figures are converted to population in Attachment 4 to the 
Staff Report dated March 30, 2016; now, therefore,  
 

THE METRO COUNCIL ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
1.  The distribution made to traffic analysis zones, described in Exhibits A and B to this 

Ordinance and in the Staff Report dated March 30, 2016, of the regional population and 
employment forecast adopted by the Council in Ordinance No. 15-1361, is accepted and 
adopted as fulfillment of Metro's responsibilities regarding coordination of population 
forecasts under ORS 195.025 and 195.036 and is endorsed for use by the 25 cities and 
three counties as their own population and employment forecasts for their planning 
activities. 

 
2.  The Metro Chief Operating Officer shall make the distribution of population and 

employment available to each city and county in the district. 
 
3. The Metro Council adopts the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law set forth in 

Exhibit C to this Ordinance regarding compliance with relevant Statewide Planning 
Goals. 

ADOPTED by the Metro Council this ____ day of April, 2016. 

 
  

 
       
Tom Hughes, Council President 
 

Approved as to form: 
 
 
       
Alison R. Kean, Metro Attorney 

 

 



Exhibit A

2040 HOUSEHOLD FORECAST DISTRIBUTION
Release: November 6, 2015
REVISED: January 22, 2016 (jurisdiction review and accepted by Research Center)

2015 
House-
holds

FINAL 2040 
Household 

Forecast
INSIDE Metro UGB

Clackamas County
Damascus 3,711 11,734
Gladstone 4,209 4,584
Happy Valley 5,391 10,358
Johnson City 1,444 1,493
Lake Oswego 16,428 18,484
Milwaukie 8,292 9,689
Oregon City 12,618 16,201
Rivergrove 677 734
West Linn 10,185 11,538
Wilsonville 9,259 11,400
Uninc.  Clackamas County 33889 43727

Multnomah County
Fairview 3,655 4,132
Gresham 39,128 46,861
Maywood Park 832 890
Portland 265,262 388,800
Troutdale 5,898 6,855
Wood Village 1,530 1,751
Uninc.  Multnomah County 2188 4790

Washington County
Beaverton 41,727 47,693
Cornelius 3,581 5,472
Durham 341 377
Forest Grove 7,779 12,239
Hillsboro 36,462 50,197
King City 874 915
Sherwood 6,784 7,653
Tigard 19,178 27,835
Tualatin 10,752 11,523
Uninc.  Washington County 74640 112,311

TOTAL in Metro UGB 626,714 870,236

OUTSIDE Metro UGB
Rural Cities 17,225 24,950
Uninc.  Clackamas County 29,597 36,699
Uninc.  Multnomah County 3,922 5,216
Uninc.  Washington County 9,678 24,218

TOTAL outside Metro UGB 60,422 91,083
Tri-county TOTAL 687,136 961,318

Cities in multiple counties are tabulated to the county of majority.

Note: TAZ's do not align with jurisdictional 
boundaries. Therefore, the jurisdiction-level 
estimates are approximate and will differ 
from Census figures.



Exhibit A

2040 EMPLOYMENT FORECAST DISTRIBUTION
Release: November 6, 2015
REVISED: January 22, 2016 (jurisdiction review and accepted by Research Center)

2015 
Employ-

ment

FINAL 2040 
Employment 

Forecast
INSIDE Metro UGB

Clackamas County
Damascus 1,430 5,063
Gladstone 2,524 3,863
Happy Valley 1,906 6,598
Johnson City 278 435
Lake Oswego 20,434 25,433
Milwaukie 12,769 16,606
Oregon City 14,775 22,545
Rivergrove 78 110
West Linn 4,761 6,206
Wilsonville 19,031 25,708
Uninc.  Clackamas County 50,692 76,079

Multnomah County
Fairview 2,838 5,921
Gresham 38,118 55,092
Maywood Park 190 234
Portland 441,369 560,220
Troutdale 5,771 10,286
Wood Village 2,329 4,319
Uninc.  Multnomah County 617 4,340

Washington County
Beaverton 58,022 79,973
Cornelius 2,739 4,716
Durham 1,023 1,266
Forest Grove 6,156 8,906
Hillsboro 73,895 112,822
King City 552 804
Sherwood 5,499 8,430
Tigard 46,010 63,561
Tualatin 28,109 39,484
Uninc.  Washington County 47,036 78,404

TOTAL in Metro UGB 888,951 1,227,424

OUTSIDE Metro UGB
Rural Cities 15,230 25,171
Uninc.  Clackamas County 14,881 19,893
Uninc.  Multnomah County 2,509 4,211
Uninc.  Washington County 7,341 12,353

TOTAL outside Metro UGB 39,961 61,628
Tri-county TOTAL 928,912 1,289,052

Cities in multiple counties are tabulated to the county of majority.

Note: TAZ's do not align with jurisdictional 
boundaries. Therefore, the jurisdiction-level 
estimates are approximate and will differ 
from state / federal employment figures.



Exhibit A

2040 POPULATION FORECAST DISTRIBUTION
Created: February 10, 2016

2015 
Population 
Estimate

FINAL 2040 
Population 

Forecast
INSIDE Metro UGB

Clackamas County
Damascus 10,685 31,925
Gladstone 10,976 11,296
Happy Valley 17,506 31,788
Johnson City 3,140 3,068
Lake Oswego 38,975 41,436
Milwaukie 19,989 22,071
Oregon City 34,571 41,944
Rivergrove 1,633 1,656
West Linn 27,653 29,601
Wilsonville 23,667 27,534
Uninc.  Clackamas County 90,274 110,066

Multnomah County
Fairview 9,722 10,283
Gresham 112,820 126,394
Maywood Park 2,204 2,206
Portland 658,489 902,850
Troutdale 17,548 19,077
Wood Village 5,128 5,489
Uninc.  Multnomah County 5,807 11,892

Washington County
Beaverton 103,379 110,535
Cornelius 13,068 18,681
Durham 868 898
Forest Grove 22,800 33,558
Hillsboro 103,021 132,680
King City 1,609 1,576
Sherwood 20,065 21,173
Tigard 49,373 67,030
Tualatin 28,761 28,834
Uninc.  Washington County 198,121 278,878

TOTAL in Metro UGB 1,631,852 2,124,419

OUTSIDE Metro UGB
Rural Cities 48,622 66,619
Uninc.  Clackamas County 78,847 92,376
Uninc.  Multnomah County 10,407 12,948
Uninc.  Washington County 25,687 60,133

TOTAL outside Metro UGB 163,563 232,076
Tri-county TOTAL 1,795,415 2,356,495

Cities in multiple counties are tabulated to the county of majority.

Note: TAZ's do not align with jurisdictional 
boundaries. Therefore, the jurisdiction-level 
estimates are approximate and will differ 
from Census figures.



 

MPAC Worksheet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Purpose/Objective  
 
The purpose of the discussion is to: 

1. Give local elected officials more information about Metro’s food scraps recovery program, 
why it is important, progress the region has made to date and follow-up on previous Solid 
Waste Roadmap presentations to MPAC where it expressed interest about the food scraps 
work. 

2. Ensure that MPAC members are aware that the Metro Council will eventually make policy 
direction recommendations to staff and the potential impacts of that direction. 

3. Inform MPAC members of Metro’s ongoing work and future coordination with their staff as 
the project moves forward. 

 
 
Action Requested/Outcome  
This is an informational item only.  The desired outcome is to inform and engage MPAC members in 
the considerations around removing food scraps from the region’s waste stream. Metro staff may 
return to MPAC at a later date to discuss specific policy recommendations. 
 
 
What has changed since MPAC last considered this issue/item? 
MPAC has not considered this project by itself, but received two updates (April and October 2015) 
on Metro’s Solid Waste Roadmap, and the Food Scraps Project is one project within the Solid Waste 
Roadmap.  In July 2015, the Metro Council directed its staff to explore a variety of approaches to 
recover as much food scraps as possible.  As much of the food that currently goes to landfills comes 
from the business sector (primarily restaurants, grocery stores and food manufacturers), this 
project is beginning to engage affected sectors of the business community to address the challenges 
and opportunities of keeping food scraps out of the garbage. Metro staff seeks to inform MPAC 
about this project and its goals and begin a discussion about ways that local communities can help 
put food scraps to better use by creating energy and compost. 
 
 
What packet material do you plan to include?  
None. 
 
 
 
 

Agenda Item Title: Solid Waste Roadmap: Food Scraps Project Introduction 

Presenter: Matt Korot & Jennifer Erickson 

Contact for this worksheet/presentation: Jennifer Erickson, 503-797-1647, 
Jennifer.erickson@oregonmetro.gov 

 

 



 
 

Materials following this page were distributed at the meeting. 



MPAC Presentation 
APRIL 13, 2016 



Sherwood West 
Study Area 



Urban Reserve: 
Sherwood West 

Brookman Road Concept Plan 

Tonquin 
Employment 

Area 

Sherwood City Limits 

Urban Growth Boundary 

Context  
• City Limits/Urban 

Growth Boundary 
 

• Annexation Process 
 

• Urban Reserves 



WHY DO THIS NOW? 
• We are running out of land for residential development 
• Sherwood has experienced annual growth rates between 3-8% 

since 1990 
• Sherwood is consistently ranked as one of the top small towns 

in America  



Housing Growth Forecast 
2015-2035 
• Forecast for new housing: 1,156 new dwellings 
• Vacant land capacity: 1,281 new dwellings 
• Conclusions: 
◦ Sherwood can accommodate forecast growth 
◦ Sherwood will need to annex the Brookman area  
◦ Forecast growth (0.7% per year) is considerably below historical growth (3.4% per year) 

• If Sherwood grows: 2% to 4% per year 
◦ City Limits: 2-5 years of growth 
◦ City Limits + Brookman: 4-10 years of growth 
◦ Additional growth depends on availability of development ready land, such as 

Sherwood West 

  



Public Involvement 
GUIDED BY THE COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
(CAC) 



Consistency of messages and understanding of the benefits of concept planning  
Frequency and effectiveness of community engagement opportunities  

Increasing participation over time  
Piloting new techniques  

Community concerns identified and addressed  

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PLAN 



 Project Website 

 E-Newsletter Subscription & Social Media 

 Project Video 

 Property Owner Meetings (March-April) 

 Community Workshop (May) 

 Community Survey – Vision and Values (May-June) 

 Ice Cream Social & Open House June 2015 

 Community Survey – Draft Alternatives (July-August) 

 Music on the Green (July-August) 

 Movies in the Park  (August) 

 Sherwood Charter School 

 Sherwood Rotary 

 Chamber of Commerce 

 Community Survey – Final Preferred Alternative (October) 

 Community Open House (October) 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EVENTS 



Vision Statement 
 “Sherwood West complements the City’s form and small town character  
through an integrated and continued pattern of the community’s most  

valued neighborhoods. Through a range of well-designed housing options  
and protected natural areas, Sherwood West is a great place for families.  

It helps satisfy the City’s need for well-planned growth and other  
community needs. Designed as a complete community, development  
is orderly, attractive and protects views. The area is well administered  

and development contributes to the fiscal health of Sherwood.” 



GOAL EVALUATION CRITERIA 
Growth is well-planned • Neighborhoods are phased adjacent to existing development 

• Well-phased extension of services 
• Connectivity 

Design includes complete community 
attributes 

• Incorporates nature 
• Neighborhood retail 
• Provides amenities that cannot be located in existing Sherwood 

Development respects and recognizes 
Sherwood pattern, heritage, and small-
town feel 

• Walkable 
• Integrates with existing Sherwood 
• View corridors, natural features retained 

Concepts promote health • Walking, bicycling easy to access 
• Access to transportation choice, transit 

Development protects and provides 
access to nature 

• View corridor, other assets protected 
• Walking trails along heritage resources 

Implementation is pragmatic • Options minimize cost of infrastructure 
• Balance of benefits and burdens of development 

High: Outstanding performance. Plan goes above and beyond the evaluation criteria to meet the goal. 
Medium: Good performance. Plan meets the criteria but may need more work to meet the goal. 

GOALS AND EVALUATION CRITERIA 









PLAN ATTRIBUTES 
• 10 minute neighborhood 
• Resource protection 
• Access to nature - trails 
• Schools 
• Neighborhood serving retail 
  



PREFERRED PLAN, Option 1 



PREFERRED PLAN, Option 2 



PHASING & FUNDING 



Transportation 
(Roads, ROW, other traffic elements) 

Storm, Sanitary, Water 

Parks  
(Trails and resource lands) 

Schools 

SHERWOOD WEST INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS 



Conceptual Phasing, Option 1 Conceptual Phasing, Option 2 



  
EFFICIENCY 

FAIRNESS LEGALITY 
POLITICAL 

ACCEPTABILITY CAPACITY TIMING 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

EASE 
STABILITY/ 

PREDICTABILITY FLEXIBILITY 

CI
TY

W
ID

E 
TO

O
LS

 

Property Tax: Government 
Obligation (GO) Bonds + + + + +    

DE
VE

LO
PM

EN
T 

DE
RI

VE
D 

Sole Source SDC  - + -  +  + 
Supplemental SDC + -  - + +   
Local Improvement District (LID)     + +  + 
Urban Renewal + -   +   - 
Construction Excise Tax (CET)  -  - ? + - + 

O
TH

ER
 Utility Fee +  + + +    

Transient Lodging Tax - -    -  + 
Special Service District + +  + + ?  ? 

LEGEND 
GOOD + BAD - 
OK  FATAL FLAW - 
UNKNOWN ? PREFERRED TOOL + 

Evaluation of New 
Funding Tools 



Potential Sherwood West Planning  
and Development Process 2015-
2065 

u u u u Annexation 
Petition 

Annexation  
Vote 

Residential 
Home/Retail 
Commercial 
Construction 

New 
Residents & 
Businesses 

Move In 

Public 
Improvement 
Construction 

Land Use 
Applications 
and Public 
Hearings 

6+ months* (typical) 
1.5 - 3+ years 

(typical) 
Required every 
6 years (min.) 

1 year 
(typical) 

8-12+ months* 
(typical) 

6-12+ months* 
(typical) 

3-12+ months* 
(typical) 

Process  
repeats 

 at least every  
6 years 

u u 

Timing of annexation & development varies based on property owner desires, public support, & market conditions. 

Metro 
Decision  

to Expand 
UGB 

u 

Decision to 
Expand 

Sherwood’s 
UGB 

Refinement 
Planning 

Process and 
Adoption 

Process  
repeats for each 

development 

Sherwood 
West 

Preliminary 
Concept 

Plan 

u u 

Process  
repeats w/ every 

area brought 
into the UGB 

Process  
repeats for every 
property/group 
of properties 



CAC COMMENTS 



THANK YOU 
http://www.sherwoodoregon.gov/sherwoodwest 
 



Growth Distribution Update 
(2015 to 2040) 

April13, 2016 
MPAC 

Metro Council Chambers 



Our Ask  
 

Recommend that Metro Council adopt the 
draft TAZ Forecast Distribution. 
 



Overview  
 

• Metro worked with local jurisdiction planning staff to complete 
an update of the 2012 growth forecast distribution. 
 
• Suggested revisions from jurisdiction staff made during the 
review periods were incorporated. All jurisdictions have 
indicated that they accept the final distribution. 
 
• This updated distribution is now available for your use in local 
planning efforts.  
 



Why was a new forecast needed? 

• The Great Recession lasted longer and deeper than reflected in 
the 2012 forecast distribution. 
 
• Recovery from the Great Recession was slower and weaker 
than expected in the 2012 forecast distribution. 
 
• The City of Damascus appears likely to disincorporate in 2016, 
with implications for long-term development. 
 
• Census data show demographic shifts that have implications 
for slower regional growth. 
 



Process 

• July - Aug 2015: Kickoff meetings for county leads and city 
planning staff. 

• Sept – Oct 2015: Jurisdictions review BLI, 2015 base year 
population and job estimates. 

• Oct. 2015: Metro completes modeling run based on jurisdiction-
reviewed inputs 

• Nov 2015 – Jan 2016: Jurisdictions review draft distributions 
from the model run 

• Feb – March 2016: Metro finalizes draft distribution results 



Process Results 

• County and City jurisdictions have approved the final forecast 
distribution. 
 
• Follow-up survey of partners’ experiences was conducted. 

 100% felt review time was about right 

 Most (60%) felt that Metro was very responsive to questions 

 Respondents felt that roles and responsibilities were either 

very clear or somewhat clear. 

 We can explore other options for transferring secure files 



Technical Steps* in Distribution Process 

• Technical process milestones within overall 
process 

• Jurisdictional review activity summary 
• Questions? 

 
 

* Rebecca covered the coordination & outreach processes 
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Resultant Data Products 

UGR 
 

• Regional 
Forecast 
 

• UGB 
boundary 
 

• TAZ Forecast 
Distribution * 
 

 
 

TAZ 
 

 

* Critical product for RTP update and other transportation planning processes 



TAZ Distribution: Jurisdictional Review 
Process 

Cooperative efforts: 
• County lead coordination 
• Within-jurisdiction adjustments 
• City-city adjustments 
• City-county adjustments 
• County-county adjustments 
• County lead coordination 
 



TAZ Distribution: Jurisdictional Review 
Results 

Metro staff 
– Consulted numerous 

jurisdictions 
– Adjustted per jurisdiction 

requests 

 



Ask  
 

• Recommend to MPAC that Metro Council 
adopt the draft TAZ Forecast Distribution 
 



Questions? 



Adopted Regional Forecast 
Summary 

Source:   Metro. 2014 Urban Growth Report, Appendix 1a (Released 2015). 

Population for 7-county MSA 

Year 
Observed or Forecast 

Population 
2005 2,067,325 
2010 2,226,009 
2015 2,342,500 
2020 2,519,200 
2025 2,671,800 
2030 2,814,100 
2035 2,937,900 
2040 3,052,100 

 



Adopted Regional Forecast 
Summary 

Source:   Metro. 2014 Urban Growth Report, Appendix 1a (Released 2015). 

Employment for 7-county MSA 

Year 
Observed or Forecast 

Employment 
2005 983,526 
2010 968,800 
2015 1,100,000 
2020 1,228,100 
2025 1,311,600 
2030 1,399,800 
2035 1.484.500 
2040 1,571,300 

 



Draft TAZ Forecast Distribution 
Summary 

Source:  Draft “William” Scenario 1522 TAZ Forecast Distribution 

Clackamas County 

  



Draft TAZ Forecast Distribution 
Summary 

Multnomah County 

  

Source:  Draft “William” Scenario 1522 TAZ Forecast Distribution 



Draft TAZ Forecast Distribution 
Summary 

Washington County 

  

Source:  Draft “William” Scenario 1522 TAZ Forecast Distribution 



Solid Waste Roadmap: 
Food Scraps Recovery 
Project 
 Metro Policy Advisory Committee 
April 13, 2016  
 
Matt Korot and Jennifer Erickson 
Property and Environmental Services 
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Solid Waste Roadmap 

• How best to manage garbage and other 
materials in years ahead 

• How to position the region to make 
better use of discarded materials 

• How the region’s solid waste system can 
best meet the needs of the public 

 

Making the most of what we don’t want 
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It all adds up 
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Reduction 
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Feed Hungry People 



8 

Feed Animals 
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Recover Energy and Make Compost 
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Business Examples 
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Commercial vs. Residential Recovery 
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Supply and Processing Capacity 
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Potential Supply Paths 

• Require certain business types to 
recycle food 

• Provide financial signals or mitigation 

• Direct food through Metro transfer 
stations 
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Next steps 
• Talk to businesses 

• Talk to local governments 

• Review food processing RFQ responses 

• Talk to the Metro Council 
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Questions 

• Who would you recommend we talk 
with in the food industry in your 
jurisdiction? 

• How would you like to be kept informed 
about this project as we move forward? 
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Parks and nature  
Metro's parks and natural areas preserve more than 17,000 acres of 
our region for recreational enjoyment and environmental protection. 
Supported through voter-approved bond measures and a 2013 
property tax levy, Metro's parks and natural areas attract hundreds of 
thousands of visitors from around our region. 
 
Nature in Neighborhoods grants: The next round of Nature in Neighborhoods 
restoration grants is now available. About $200,000 is available for projects that 
restore fish and wildlife habitat, support larger conservation initiatives, connect 
people to nature and more. Basic applications are due May 16. Individuals, 
community groups, businesses, neighborhoods, nonprofits, schools and school 
groups, government agencies, faith groups and service groups with nonprofit or 
other tax-exempt status may apply. Applications and details are available at 
oregonmetro.gov/grants. On March 31, the Metro Council awarded $500,000 in 
Nature in Neighborhoods grants to nine trails projects throughout the region. The 
money will pay for planning, construction, signage, habitat restoration along trails 
and improving access to trails. Contact: Crista Gardner, 503-797-1627 
 
Newell Creek Canyon: The Metro Council on March 31 approved the Newell Creek 
Canyon access master plan, which will allow formal public access to the 240-acre site 
in Oregon City. The plan includes hiking and off-road cycling trails, picnic areas, 
restrooms, parking, scenic overlooks and more. Contact: Tannen Printz, 503-813-
7570 
 
Willamette Falls Legacy Project: The Metro Council on March 31 approved an 
intergovernmental agreement with Oregon City, Clackamas County and the State of 
Oregon that outlines roles and responsibilities through June 2017. Metro is leading 
project management and spearheading the design of a public riverwalk that will 
provide stunning views of Willamette Falls. The riverwalk is intended to spur 
economic redevelopment of the former Blue Heron paper mill site. Metro is also 
investing $1.9 million in the project in the current and next fiscal years. Contact: 
Kathryn Krygier 503-797-1732 
 
North Tualatin Mountains: The Metro Council will consider the North Tualatin 
Mountains access master plan at an upcoming meeting. The plan recommends 
allowing two of Metro’s four sites in the North Tualatin Mountains be opened for 
official public access, including hiking and off-road cycling trails. The 
recommendation would focus public access at the Burlington Creek site and a 
portion of the McCarthy Creek site. There are no planned visitor improvements at 
the Ennis Creek and North Abbey Creek sites, except for a provision for the future 
Pacific Greenway Trail through Ennis. Habitat restoration would continue at all four 
sites. Contact: Olena Turula, 503-813-7542 

Project updates 
April 2016 
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Land use and transportation 
Working together, our region can reduce traffic, improve our economy 
and maintain the qualities that make this region a great place. Metro 
works with 25 cities and 3 counties to protect local community values 
and preserve our region's farms and forests. 
 

On April 21, JPACT is scheduled to adopt policies guiding the 2019-21 Metropolitan 
Transportation Improvement Program and regional flexible funding for 
transportation allocation process. This follows a year of discussion, analysis and 
public engagement. If JPACT adopts the policies, project solicitation will begin this 
summer with JPACT and the Metro Council approving a final list of projects by 
December. Project contact: Dan Kaempff, 503-813-7559.  

Regional Transportation Plan: The Metro Council will convene MPAC, JPACT and 
invited community and business leaders for the first in a series of five regional 
leadership forums on April 22, at the Oregon Convention Center. The first forum will 
discuss trends and challenges impacting the future of travel in the Portland region. 
Guest speaker R.T. Rybak, former mayor of Minneapolis, will set the stage. Project 
contact: Peggy Morell, 503-797-1542. 

The Southwest Corridor Plan staff has recommended light rail for a transit line 
between downtown Portland and Bridgeport Village. It has also recommended 
ending study of light rail tunnel to PCC Sylvania. The plan's steering committee is 
scheduled to discuss and vote on the recommendations May 9. Project contact: 
Noelle Dobson, 503-797-1745. 

The Powell-Division Transit and Development Project held a steering committee 
meeting March 28 to discuss concepts that could provide faster travel times for near-
term bus rapid transit between Portland and Gresham. Project staff will conduct 
analysis and public outreach around these concepts in the coming months. The 
steering committee will decide which are most promising to advance at a meeting in 
early summer. TriMet will also invite people to weigh in on other bus service in the 
corridor in late April. Project contact: Dana Lucero, 503-797-1755. 

Metro’s Equitable Housing Initiative has announced a new planning and 
development grant program to help communities eliminate barriers to equitable 
housing development around the region. Up to $500,000 in grants will be available 
for cities and counties in 2016. Funds come from construction excise tax revenue 
leftover from Cycle 4 of the community planning and development grant program. 
An pre-application meeting will be held May 13. Program contact: Emily Lieb, 503-
797-1921. 

Metro will release a new Regional Snapshot on transportation April 18, featuring 
data/infographics, analysis of key trends and video profiles of people getting around 
the Portland region. The Snapshot will be available at oregonmetro.gov/snapshot. 
Project contact: Craig Beebe, 503-797-1584. 
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Waste reduction and management 
Metro manages the Portland region's garbage, recycling and compost 
systems, and encourages residents and businesses to make the most of 
what they don't want. 
Asbestos: Efforts are underway to notify Metro transfer station customers with 
construction, remodeling and demolition waste about new requirements to verify 
loads are free of asbestos. Several local governments are distributing a Metro 
handout for construction contractors, and building trade associations are including 
the news in updates to members. Residential DIY-remodelers are being alerted by 
neighborhood associations and community newspapers, as well as at Earth Day 
events, tool lending libraries, Metro's neighborhood collection events and other 
outlets. A brochure for residential DIY-remodelers is available through Metro's online 
publication order form. Contact: Bruce Philbrick, 503-797-1684 

On March 31, the Metro Council adopted new rates for Metro Central and Metro 
South transfer stations, effective July 1. Rates are adjusted annually to cover the 
operational costs of Metro’s transfer stations, including costs of processing and 
delivering garbage and food scraps to their various destinations. The 2016-17 rates 
reflect increases in DEQ disposal fees for municipal solid waste, hold rates stable for 
food scraps from businesses, and reduce rates for loads of clean wood and yard 
debris. Transaction fees will be reduced and amounts of waste allowed under 
minimum load charges will increase from 340 to 380 pounds. Contact: Tim Collier, 
503-797-1913 

“Ask Metro” helps people find resources related to waste prevention, recycling and 
disposal, getting around, MetroPaint and healthier homes. These outreach efforts 
promote Metro’s Tools for Living throughout the year with radio, print, digital and 
out-of-home advertising. Coupon pages and green cleaner spray bottles in English 
and Spanish will be distributed through Metro facilities, community events and 
partners beginning late March. Contact: Katie Farwell, 503-799-5567 

Neighborhood collection events: Metro’s household hazardous waste neighborhood 
collection events continue through the summer with events scheduled around the 
region. Metro limits promotion of these events in order to manage the number of 
participants and ensure the safety of staff and participants. Targeted residents are 
notified via mail, and schedules are handed out at the HHW sites and related events 
and published on Metro’s website. Contact: Jim Quinn, 503-797-1662. 
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If you picnic at Blue Lake or take your kids to the Oregon 
Zoo, enjoy symphonies at the Schnitz or auto shows at the 
convention center, put out your trash or drive your car – 
we’ve already crossed paths.

So, hello. We’re Metro – nice to meet you.

In a metropolitan area as big as Portland, we can do a lot of 
things better together. Join us to help the region prepare 
for a happy, healthy future.

Metro Council President
Tom Hughes

Metro Councilors
Shirley Craddick, District 1
Carlotta Collette, District 2
Craig Dirksen, District 3
Kathryn Harrington, District 4
Sam Chase, District 5
Bob Stacey, District 6

Auditor
Brian Evans

If you have a disability and need accommodations, call  

503-220-2781, or call Metro’s TDD line at 503-797-1804. If you 

require a sign language interpreter, call at least 48 hours in 

advance. Activities marked with this symbol are wheelchair 

accessible: 

Bus and MAX information 

503-238-RIDE (7433) or trimet.org

Stay in touch with news, stories and things to do. 

oregonmetro.gov/parksandnaturenews 

facebook.com/oregonmetro 

twitter.com/oregonmetro

Printed on recycled-content paper. 100 percent post-consumer waste. 16031

Like what you see?
Sign up for the print edition of the quarterly 
magazine, change your address or save 
paper by switching to a digital subscription. 
Email ourbigbackyard@oregonmetro.gov or 
call 503-797-1545.

Dogs policy 

To protect plants, wildlife and people, Metro does not allow pets at 

regional parks and natural areas. Pets can damage sensitive habitat 

and threaten wildlife the region has worked to protect. In natural 

areas where dogs are not allowed, people see more wildlife and get 

closer to it. Seeing-eye dogs or other service animals are allowed. 

Please bring cleanup materials. 

WEIGH IN ON PARKS AND NATURE INVESTMENTS
PHOTOGRAPHY BY Joshua Manus

New aluminum docks with fiberglass decking were installed in January at Chinook Landing Marine Park, one of the most popular boat 
ramps in the state. The new docks replace the heavily used docks that were about 25 years old. The replacement project is possible 
thanks to two grants totaling $570,000 from the Oregon State Marine Board. Metro is contributing $120,000 from the parks and 
natural areas levy that voters in the region approved in 2013.

Voter investments are protecting clean water, 
restoring fish and wildlife habitat, and expanding 
opportunities to connect with nature close to 
home across Metro’s 17,000 acres of parks, trails 
and natural areas. The Metro Council is focusing 
on finding the resources to continue this work, 
including the possibility of asking voters in 
November 2016 to renew the current local-option 
levy.

A yes vote would extend the end date of 
levy funding from June 2018 to June 2023. The 
current levy provides money for restoration, park 
improvements, nature programs and more. The 
levy costs $20 for the owner of a typical home with 
$200,000 in assessed value. 

Here’s where you come in: Metro wants your 
ideas about how to fine-tune what could be 
included in another levy. To share your opinions 
about which projects are most important and 
how you like to spend time in nature, visit 
oregonmetro.gov/nature. A formal survey will be 
open through mid-April, and comments will be 
accepted throughout the spring.

New docks for popular Columbia River boat ramp
PHOTOGRAPHY BY Chris Woo
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COMING SOON: MORE REGIONAL DESTINATIONS TO PLAY IN NATURE
STORY BY Yuxing Zheng

Three new regional destinations will soon provide 
opportunities for residents to enjoy hiking, bird-
watching, off-road cycling and more.

Public access projects are in the works for Killin 
Wetlands near Banks, Newell Creek Canyon in 
Oregon City and the North Tualatin Mountains 
near Forest Park. Hundreds of community 
members over the last two years helped shape the 
future improvements at the three sites.

The three upcoming destinations are among the 
first to be paid for with money from the parks and 
natural areas levy that voters approved in 2013.

Plans for the three sites also include 
opportunities for continuing habitat restoration, 
volunteer programs and conservation education.

KILL IN WETLANDS
Birdwatchers can look forward to trails and scenic 

viewpoints at Killin Wetlands as soon as 2017.
For years, devoted birders have headed to Killin 

Wetlands two miles west of Banks in search of the 
prized American bitterns and soras. But with no 
formal public access, birders often parked on the 
side of Northwest Cedar Canyon Road and set up 
their scopes on the roadway. 

The plan, developed with input from dozens of 
community members, calls for 20 parking spots, a 
boardwalk, three viewpoints and other amenities. 

A project will improve safety by providing 
visitors with formal access to a portion of the  
590-acre site, while also restoring habitat and 
allowing farming to continue on another portion.

The Metro Council on Dec. 10 unanimously 
adopted the master plan for the site, and the 
coming months will be spent preparing the 
site for upcoming improvements, applying for 
permits, and finalizing design and engineering. 

NEWELL CREEK CANYON
With no formal public access, Newell Creek 

Canyon’s wildlife and verdant forests of firs, 
maples and Western red cedars have remained 
largely inaccessible for years.

That’s about to change, with public access 
coming as soon as late 2017.

After two years of conversations with the 
community, Metro is recommending hiking and 
off-road cycling trails and other improvements 
to allow visitors views of the canyon, a small 
waterfall, a cedar grove and several ponds 
formed by past landslides. The site will provide 
an opportunity to escape into nature in a 
neighborhood surrounded by homes, businesses 
and bustling Oregon 213.

The trailhead off Warner Milne Road would 
provide car and bus parking. An entry plaza, 
restrooms, picnic and an overlook area are all 
included in the first phase of construction. The 
plan includes space for a nature play area, picnic 
shelter and overlook shelter if money becomes 
available later.

Metro will continue to work with local social 
service agencies and police to transition illegal 
campers found in the canyon to local homes. 
The canyon has experienced illegal camping for 
some time, which also brought litter, dumping, 
unauthorized trails and other impacts that affect 
the habitat. The hope is that officially opening 
Newell Creek Canyon to public access will attract 
a steady flow of visitors and, in the process, help 
discourage illegal camping.

Metro started acquiring land in Newell Creek 
Canyon after voters in the region approved a 
natural areas bond measure in 1995. 

“The fact that we have an open space to enjoy, 
I just think it’s a tribute to a community of 
people who refused to compromise, didn’t want 

development and did everything they could 
to ensure the land would be given to the next 
generation as an open space that they loved,” 
said neighbor Sha Spady, who served on the 
stakeholder committee. “Newell is unique. When 
you step into the canyon, you’re just transported 
into another place, another feeling, another way 
of being that’s really lost to us.”

NORTH TUALATIN MOUNTAINS
After more than a year of engaging community 

members and receiving hundreds of comments, 
Metro is recommending that two of its four sites 
in the North Tualatin Mountains be opened for 
official public access, including trails for hiking 
and off-road cycling.

The recommendation would focus public 
access at the Burlington Creek site and a portion 
of the McCarthy Creek site. Equestrian riders will 
continue to have local access to former logging 
roads at the two sites.

Habitat restoration would continue at all four 
sites. At the Ennis Creek and North Abbey Creek 
sites, existing informal trails and former logging 
roads not needed for maintenance would be 
removed to preserve the two sites as core habitat 
areas. There are no planned visitor improvements 
at these two sites, except for a provision for the 
future Pacific Greenway Trail through Ennis.

“We’ve listened to the community and used 
their input, good science and our own experience 
to develop a recommendation that protects 
wildlife habitat, water quality and provides 
meaningful experiences in nature for visitors,” 
said Dan Moeller, conservation program director 
for Metro Parks and Nature.

To learn more, visit  
oregonmetro.gov/killin,  
oregonmetro.gov/newell and  
oregonmetro.gov/tualatinmountains

Clockwise from left: Visitors will soon be able to enjoy nature at 
Killin Wetlands near Banks, Newell Creek Canyon in Oregon City 
and the North Tualatin Mountains near Forest Park. Thanks to 
voter investments, improvements will soon provide formal public 
access as well as continued restoration at the three sites. 

Newell is unique. When you 
step into the canyon, you’re 
just transported into another 
place, another feeling, another 
way of being that’s really  
lost to us.
–Sha Spady,  
	 Newell Creek Canyon neighbor
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CANEMAH BLUFF IMPROVEMENTS
Visitors to Canemah Bluff Nature Park in Oregon 
City can soon take advantage of a new scenic 
overlook, footbridge and improved trails.

The new overlook will provide a safe, scenic 
vantage point to gaze at the river. And a new 
boardwalk and footbridge will keep your feet a 
little less muddy while reducing the impact on 
natural resources, too.

Before construction began last fall, contractors 
first drilled rock anchors into the face of the 
basalt cliff, knitting the rock together to boost the 
geological stability of the site. 

Wetlands along Oregon 99E in the southern 
portion of the site are once again able to store 
water and support habitat. Crews last fall removed 
135 cubic yards of concrete, asphalt and other 
debris that was dumped in the wetland prior to 
Metro ownership. The debris – the equivalent of 
about 14 dump trucks – was disposed off-site. 

In its place, boulders and down wood provide 
habitat for wildlife. The wetland was seeded with 
native grasses and sedges. Crews last fall planted 
willow stakes and bundles for erosion control.

The improvements were possible thanks to 
voter investments in the parks and natural areas 
levy in 2013.

A RECORD PLANTING SEASON
About 594,000 native plants took root in Metro 

parks and natural areas this winter – a record-
setting planting season that eclipses last year’s 
500,000 plants.

Native plants serve a crucial role in Metro’s 
efforts to restore wetlands, oak woodlands and 
other habitats. The plants provide shelter for fish 
and wildlife as well as an important food source.

Newell Creek Canyon in Oregon City saw the 
largest influx, with about 63,300 plants. Smith 
and Bybee Wetlands Natural Area in North 
Portland received 58,000 plants. 

The contractors who completed the work 
included seven minority-owned, women-owned 
and emerging small businesses that Metro worked 
with for the first time.

Something's 
Different 
Here

Free Metro park(ing) days
Get out and explore nature! Enjoy 
free parking at Oxbow and Blue Lake 
regional parks, Broughton Beach, M. 
James Gleason Memorial Boat Ramp 
and Chinook Landing Marine Park 
on April 22, May 21, June 18, July 7, 
Oct. 14, Nov. 11 and 25, and Dec. 23, 
2016, and Jan. 16, 2017.

STORY BY Yuxing Zheng

PHOTOGRAPHY BY Alex Perove

When voters in the region approved a $227 million bond measure for natural areas in 2006, it 
came with an independent oversight committee to review how Metro invests taxpayer money. 

Drake Butsch, the builder services manager at First American Title, is chairman of the 
oversight committee, which includes finance, real estate and habitat restoration experts. 
Butsch is also the board president of the Home Builders Association of Metropolitan Portland 
and an avid angler. 

Q:	How did you get into fishing? 

A: I grew up on the Oregon Coast. When 
kids played hooky in Newport, you 
borrowed your dad’s boat and you went 
and drifted the river. 

Q:	As the region grows, why are parks and 
nature important? 

A: I think part of what makes Oregon and 
Portland what it is, is our access to nature.  
If anything has worked in our land-use 
system, it’s that we’ve done a good job of 
protecting the areas outside the (urban 
growth) boundary. 

But we still don’t protect them to the 
extent that Metro protects them. Metro 
protects them to a much higher level for 
their natural resource. When it comes 
to the stream corridors, which are the 
priority, we’re truly setting them up for 
success. 

Q:	What role does parks and nature play?	

A: Acquiring a natural area is always 
the best way to protect it. We’re going 
to restore the natural state, create 

better drainage, better water, a better 
environment, even into the (urban growth) 
boundary. 

We’re so lucky to have so many streams 
in Portland. I’m a fisherman, and when I 
tell people I fish for salmon and steelhead 
within the urban growth boundary, they’re 
shocked. I’ve been on a conference call 
with people in Washington, D.C. and 
told them, “Oh, I just saw someone pick 
a steelhead out of the river outside my 
office window,” they can’t believe it. We’re 
talking about a 35-pound fish caught in 
downtown Portland.

Q:	Anything else you’d like to add?

A: Metro spends a lot of time, effort and 
the voters’ money to create these parks. I 
include myself in a list of people who do 
not take advantage of those resources. 
How often do we drive to Mt. Hood to walk 
on a trail when there are some within 
five miles of your home that are just as 
beautiful, with probably better facilities 
than you’re going to have in  
those areas?

4 Questions with Drake Butsch
STORY BY George Winborn  /  PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF Drake Butsch
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Conserving Nature, One Acre at a Time.
STORY BY Kate Holleran /  PHOTOGRAPHY BY Joshua Manus, Elaine Stewart and Kate Holleran

As a Metro natural 

resources scientist, Kate 

Holleran sees nature's 

biggest challenges and 

most glorious surprises 

– and she has the muddy 

boots to prove it. Go behind 

the scenes on her journey 

to restore the region’s  

voter-protected land.

Let’s not plant any trees here. 
That was my first thought as I looked out 

across a 15-acre field of invasive Scotch broom, 
Himalayan blackberries and a few old fruit trees 
at a natural area along Baker Creek in rural 
Washington County. This thought would not have 
occurred to me 10 years ago, because as a forester, 
I was focused on trees in my restoration work. 

Then I began to learn about the decline in 
Pacific Northwest songbirds, which rely on the 
youngest, pre-forest stage of a forest. This stage, 
referred to as the early seral phase, is composed 
of forbs, grasses, shrubs, and abundant standing 
and fallen dead wood. Conifers might be present, 
but they are often small seedlings and isolated 
older trees. This ephemeral habitat exists for a 
relatively short period of time – decades instead of 
centuries – then evolves into complex forests. 

Songbirds forage, breed and shelter in the large 
swathes of open, low-growing grasses and shrubs 
that comprise seral habitat. Some scientists now 
consider seral habitat to be one of the rarest 
in the Pacific Northwest, in part due to forest 
management policies. As a result, some iconic 
songbirds, such as rufous hummingbirds, orange-
crowned warblers and black-headed grosbeaks, 
have seen their numbers decline 2 to 4 percent 
a year. Restoration projects that create seral 
habitats may help our native songbirds make  
a comeback.  

Most habitats experience major disturbances, 
such as wildfires or windstorms, which can create 
the conditions for shrub-dominated landscape 
to take root. Current policies emphasize putting 
out wildfires, which limits one effective way that 
nature uses to create early seral habitat. 

The Oregon Forest Practices Act requires the 
rapid replanting of trees in harvested areas. On 
federal lands, the emphasis is on old-growth 

forests, and most disturbed land is replanted with 
trees. Although there are many good reasons 
to plant trees, this emphasis on planting trees – 
along with development – has reduced the seral 
habitat many songbirds depend on.

Metro manages more than 17,000 acres of 
natural areas, most of which are not in pre-forest 
condition. With songbirds in mind, every time 
we acquire a new site, we look for opportunities 
to start restoration as close to the beginning of 
a forest as possible. That means I choose native 
grasses, forbs and shrubs with just a few conifer 
seedlings in my planting mix to create some of 
the conditions of early forests. In the spring, these 
brushy habitats fill with the chapel-like call and 
response of birdsongs as chats and flycatchers, 
sparrows and hummingbirds stake their 
territories, find mates, breed and feed.  

Along Baker Creek, we’ll remove invasive plants 
and fill in the open ground with native shrubs. By 
picking shrubs that bloom at different times and 
that produce different flower shapes, fruits, seeds 
and nuts, we are creating a cafeteria of variety and 
providing a source of food and shelter for many 
months each year.  

At McCarthy Creek Natural Area, a former tree 
farm near Forest Park, we found a few places 
where the conifer tree planting done by the 
former owner failed. Hooray! In these areas, we 
interplanted with shrubs and thinned some of the 
remaining trees so they wouldn’t shade out the 
native oceanspray, baldhip rose, red-flowering 
currant and Oregon grape. The trees will come, 
establishing slowly from the adjacent forest: 
willows and red alder, black cottonwood, Douglas 
fir and western red cedar. 

What is early seral now won’t stay that way.  
It will be a forest again someday, but I hope not  
too soon. 

PARKS AND NATURE NEWS /  Explore
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40-Mile Loop: Metro to 
move forward on closing 
key trail gap 
STORY BY Ellen Wyoming DeLoy

Barbara Walker might not be a household 
name, but anybody who has biked or walked 
on regional trails or strolled through 
downtown Portland’s Tom McCall Waterfront 
Park has benefited from her work as a trails 
and parks advocate.

This spring, one of Walker’s visionary 
projects – a 140-mile loop of trails around 
Portland – will move a step forward. Metro in 
collaboration with Gresham and Troutdale will 
launch a planning effort to close one of the most 
significant remaining gaps between Troutdale 
and the popular Springwater Corridor Trail. 
The goal is to identify a trail alignment that 
will guide future easement negotiations, land 
acquisitions and grant applications.

Walker, who died 
in October 2014, was 
one of the founding 
members of the 
40-Mile Loop Land 
Trust, a nonprofit 
that works to acquire 
land for the trail. The 

organization name is a reference to the original 
40-Mile Loop that the Olmsted brothers – whose 
father designed Central Park in New York City – 
recommended to the city of Portland in 1903 as 
part of a regional parks plan.

The loop has since expanded beyond Portland 
to Fairview, Wood Village, Gresham and 
Troutdale, though it’s still called the 40-Mile Loop. 
But about eight to 10 gaps still remain, said Bob 
Akers, board president of the land trust. The loop, 
he said, “is designed as a way for walkers, hikers, 
cyclists and equestrians to connect to nature and 
get around the magnificent place we live.”

The upcoming planning effort will be one 
step toward realizing Walker’s vision for the 
loop trail. In honor of her decades of work 
and passion for nature in the greater Portland 
community, the annual regional trails fair has 
been renamed in her honor starting this year. 

Learn more at  
oregonmetro.gov/troutdale-springwater

WED

22
JUN

SIXTH ANNUAL  
BARBARA WALKER  
REGIONAL TRAILS FAIR
Learn more about regional trails 
and recreation opportunities.

WHERE: Metro Regional Center, 
Apotheker Plaza, 600 NE Grand Ave., 
Portland
WHEN: noon to 3p.m. 
oregonmetro.gov/calendar
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Learn the language of birds
STORY BY Dan Daly, Metro naturalist 

Turn to page 12 to find 
information about bird 
language classes and more.

It’s a Sunday, and I’m walking north on the Butler 
Creek trail in Gresham. The day is clear and sunny, 
and soon I come to a small viewpoint that looks 
out over Johnson Creek. In the red alder trees 
that line the bank, a small flock of black-capped 
chickadees feed in the branches above. 

One energetic bird belts out a “CHICKA – DEE 
DEE DEE” at twice the volume of the twittering 
birds around it. “That’s an alarm call,” I think to 
myself. “I wonder if it’s about me?”

Understanding the language of the birds allows 
a person to enter the story of the landscape. 
Birds are the most vocal animals on earth, and 
in 200 million years of evolution their voices 
have developed to communicate a wide range of 
messages. The exciting part is that people can 
understand what the birds are saying.

I pause, listen and look around. In the shadows 
on the far bank of the creek, a ripple moves out 
across the water. I crouch down and lean into the 
grey bark of the alder tree. Moments pass, and 
suddenly a muskrat explodes from a hole in the 
muddy bank. 

Like a small brown cannonball, the muskrat 
hurls itself into the water. Swimming frantically, 
its tail is held in a shallow arc out of the water 
behind it. As it reaches the center of the stream, a 
mink pops out of the hole in hot pursuit. 

By the time the mink is midstream, the muskrat 
reaches the far bank and heads for cover in the 
blackberry bushes. Having lost its advantage, the 
mink turns back and climbs onto a log. Pausing, 
its gorgeous dark fur is struck by the sunlight. 
It scans the bank and stares up at me with an 

intensity that made me glad that it was not much 
bigger than a loaf of French bread. 

The mink follows the log up into the brambles, 
and a spotted towhee begins making alarm 
calls, which sound a lot like a meowing cat. 
The muskrat returns to the creek, and starts 
swimming laps back and forth, staying out in the 
open water. 

Then, I remember. Several months ago, I walked 
up on this same viewpoint and saw a muskrat 
swimming back and forth as the far bank was a 
symphony of song sparrow alarms. It didn’t make 
sense at the time, but now a pattern emerges.  

The song sparrows were likely calling out 
warnings about a mink. When the mink is on 
land, the muskrat’s safety zone is the open water. 

Over time, people learned through observation 
how to interpret these types of bird calls in order 
to gauge where predators were on the landscape. 

On the one hand, this is nothing new. Hunter 
gatherers lived shoulder to shoulder with 
formidable predators, and people were on the 
menu. On the other hand, understanding what 
the birds are saying has largely been forgotten by 
modern people. That may be changing. 

Jon Young, an anthropologist and naturalist, 
has worked with Native American and indigenous 
elders around the world to relearn this language 
and has created a system to interpret what the 
birds are saying. 

With a little practice, it’s easy to learn, because 
bird language can be heard every day in the cities, 
suburbs and right outside your door. 

Is bird language the same thing as what you 
experience when you go on a bird identification 
walk? It’s connected, but the goals of bird 
language are different than bird identification. 

In bird identification, the goal is to walk around 
and see as many different kinds of birds as you 
can. The excitement is in finding a rare bird. 

In bird language, a person finds a spot outside 
and sits down. This allows the birds to return to 
the state of harmony that gets disrupted when a 
person moves around a lot. As the birds return to 
feeding and preening, a bird language observer 
pays close attention to certain birds. 

Which birds? It’s the common songbirds – such 
as the American robin, Bewick’s wren and dark-
eyed juncos – that live here year round and feed 
on the ground that are the most vocal about the 
predators that hunt them.  

The goal is to know these common birds very 
well, learn what they do when the landscape is 
in harmony and hear how they respond when a 
predator moves into their territory. 

Personally, I enjoy both of these approaches 
and think they work really well together. 
Spring is a great time of year to dive into the 
world of birds. Aren’t you curious about what 
the birds are saying? 
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With the help of a $125,000 Metro grant, the North Clackamas Parks & 
Recreation District rerouted a trail out of a wetland, installed a boardwalk and 
an overlook, restored native plants and added large, woody debris to enhance 
fish habitat. “Our hope is that these new elements will focus visitor use on 
these maintained features to conserve natural area habitat,” said Tonia Burns, 
the district’s natural resource coordinator.

Just like people, salmon and steelhead need rest stops 
during long journeys. The Clackamas River Basin 
Council received a $96,000 grant to improve 10 acres of 
riparian and off-channel habitat at Dahl Beach, where the 
Clackamas flows into the Willamette. “Traveling through 
the armored streambanks of Portland in the Willamette River, 
there is very little off-channel habitat for fish, so it’s important 
that the Clackamas Confluence is providing one of those key 
resting places,” said Jenny Dezso, project manager with the council. 
Details: clackamasriver.org

With restored banks and riparian areas at North Clackamas Park, Mount Scott Creek is 
healthier than it has been in a long time. New overlooks reduce heavy foot traffic 
that trampled native plants and eroded creek banks. Clackamas County’s Water 
Environment Services received a $150,000 grant for the project. “Mount 
Scott Creek had all the problems of an urban creek – poor water quality, 
uniform habitat – but we knew there was migratory salmon, so it 
was important to enhance the habitat,” said Gail Shaloum, an 
environmental policy specialist with the county.

A $225,000 Metro grant helped pay for improvements that are enticing residents 
and salmon to linger a little longer. Crews constructed a stone riffle over 
an exposed sewer pipe and log jams where Johnson Creek flows into the 
Willamette River. The new Klein Point overlook creates a scenic space that 
welcomes school field trip groups and local residents.
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Clean water and healthy habitats are the 
hallmarks of parks and nature in the Port-
land metro region. Look no further than 
nearby creeks and rivers, where residents 
can enjoy scenic summer floats, wildlife 
viewing and unrivalled winter fishing.

Thanks to two decades of voter invest-
ments, Metro has been able to acquire 
and restore natural areas along rivers 
as well as provide Nature in Neighbor-
hoods grants to local organizations for 
restoration projects. From the wilder 
reaches of the Clackamas River to the 
urban stretches of the Willamette River, a 
number of restoration projects in the area 
in recent years are collectively making a 
big difference for water quality, fish and 
wildlife.

Each year, tens of thousands of Chinook 
and coho salmon, steelhead, cutthroat 
trout and Pacific lamprey migrate from 
the Pacific Ocean and up the Columbia 
and Willamette rivers to return to their 
traditional spawning grounds in the 
Clackamas River. 

Healthier habitats make for healthier 
people, too. The Clackamas River, for in-
stance, provides drinking water to nearly 
400,000 people.

None of these restoration projects would 
be possible without the help of many 
local partners and volunteers.

A former gravel mine devastated by floodwaters in 1996 is 
returning to its wild roots. Improvements last year on the south 
side of the Clackamas included removing concrete and asphalt 
on the riverbank, creating habitat for fish, decommissioning two 
sections of gravel roads and installing native plants. This summer, 
improvements on the north side will reconnect Goose Creek with 
the Clackamas and restore habitat for fish, turtles and wildlife. 
Details: oregonmetro.gov/riverisland 

“I have lived!” author Rudyard 
Kipling wrote after fishing near this 
spot on the Clackamas in June 1889. 
Kipling is best known for writing 
“The Jungle Book.”

Apply for the next round of Nature in 
Neighborhoods restoration grants in 
May: oregonmetro.gov/grants

With restored banks and riparian areas at North Clackamas Park, Mount Scott Creek is 
healthier than it has been in a long time. New overlooks reduce heavy foot traffic 
that trampled native plants and eroded creek banks. Clackamas County’s Water 
Environment Services received a $150,000 grant for the project. “Mount 
Scott Creek had all the problems of an urban creek – poor water quality, 
uniform habitat – but we knew there was migratory salmon, so it 
was important to enhance the habitat,” said Gail Shaloum, an 
environmental policy specialist with the county.

Native fish and wildlife will soon enjoy better habitat – and more of it – at two Metro 
sites. At Richardson Creek, large wood will be placed in two streams so that fish 
can access more habitat, and a new bridge will replace an undersized culvert. At 
Bakers Ferry, a project will enhance an alcove, side channel and spring-fed tributary 
by installing large wood, replacing a culvert and expanding riparian areas that also 
improve water quality. The two projects are possible thanks in part to $1 million 
from Portland General Electric’s Clackamas Fund.

RIVER ISLAND 
NATURAL AREA

KIPLING ROCK

RICHARDSON CREEK AND 
BAKERS FERRY NATURAL AREAS

MOUNT SCOTT CREEK

CLACKAMAS

FOSTER ROAD

HIGHWAY 224

CARVER
BRIDGE

BARTON
PARK

SCOUTERS 
MOUNTAIN 

NATURE 
PARK

HIGHWAY 212

SUNNYSIDE ROAD

R
IV

ER

HAPPY 
VALLEY

DEEP CREEK

CL
EA

R
 C

R
EE

K

SPRINGWATER CORRIDOR TRAIL

Restoring Rivers

RESTORING RIVERS /  Unearth

pg / 9

STORY BY Yuxing Zheng  /  ILLUSTRATION BY Dave Elkin



pg / 10

Unearth /  FIELD GUIDE

Field Guide
GLENDOVEER
STORY BY Nicole Lewis 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY C. Bruce Forster

“A beautiful 36-hole golf course just 15 
minutes from the heart of the city with fresh 
green tree bordered fairways — truly the 
golfers Mecca.” So boasts a 1930s Oregon 
Golf Magazine advertisement for Glendoveer 
Golf and Tennis Center.

Since 1924, Glendoveer has served as a center 
of community in northeast Portland. As the 
economy, greater Portland community and 
the world of recreation have evolved, so has 
Glendoveer. Today, this cherished resource 
attracts more than 250,000 visitors annually, 
and offers new and fun ways to experience a golf 
course that reach a far broader community than 
the golf and tennis crowd alone. 

Year-round, residents of all ages enjoy a quiet 
walk or run along Glendoveer’s 2.2 mile perimeter 
trail. This wood-chipped path provides a safe 
place for exercise and nature experience close to 
home for the local Hazelwood community. Lose 
yourself among the sequoias, big-leaf maples, 
cedars and Douglas firs – including a heritage 
tree that started growing when the United States 
became a nation.

Glendoveer offers FootGolf, the innovative sport 
that combines soccer and golf. Try out your skills 
on the same holes played by Major League Soccer 
All-Stars. 

Free community events attracted nearly 
6,000 people last year. Glendoveer is a proud 
community partner and hosts and sponsors blood 
and clothing drives, charity tournaments, and 
golf programs that integrate life skills mentoring 
and support for local children in foster care. For 
two years running, Glendoveer has hosted the 
prestigious Nike Cross Nationals, the high school 
national cross-country championships, which 
also includes a community run open to the public. 

From wildlife habitat to solar energy, Metro’s 
commitment to a healthy environment comes 
to life across the property. This site serves as an 
island oasis of nature among the busy city streets, 
And recent course improvements save 31 million 
gallons of water a year.  

SPRING:  Glendoveer’s annual Easter egg hunt 
drew nearly 4,000 in 2015. Explore the grounds 
with your young friends and family this Easter 
during the free event. Free kids golf and tennis 
clinics are offered spring, summer and fall. 
Look for the beautiful, white trillium blossoms 
along the trail, and rufous hummingbirds in 
early spring. If you’re out at dusk, you may see a 
Western screech owl.

SUMMER:  Play a round of golf on one of 
Glendoveer’s two 18-hole courses or try out 
FootGolf. Tour the course on a GolfBoard and see 
what it’s like to “skateboard” over the grass. Sign 
up the kids for weeklong golf and tennis camps. Be 
on the lookout for twilight walks with a naturalist 
– explore the natural side of Glendoveer at a unique 
time of day. 

FALL:  Every Halloween, Glendoveer transforms into 
a “Haunted Forest,” providing a safe, fun and dry 
place for trick-or-treating. Fall-themed tennis and 
golf events are a fun way to enjoy the last of the nice 
weather. And don’t forget “Glendo-Fest,” the end of 
summer season family event celebrating all things 
Glendoveer. Enjoy a stroll around the fitness trail 
and soak in the vibrant colors. You’ll see vine maple, 
western hazel and red huckleberry, among others. 

WINTER:  Donating to the on-site holiday charity 
drives is a fulfilling and accessible way to support the 
community. Or help care for the Glendoveer trail and 
remove invasive plants by joining the annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day of Service work party in January. 
For those who go stir crazy during the winter, 
don’t forget: the tennis facility and driving range is 
covered and, more importantly, the latter is heated. 

SEASON BY SEASON

IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

DON'T  MISS!

GOLDEN CROWNED KINGLET

TRILLIUM ANNA'S HUMMINGBIRD

COYOTE

Grab some onion rings or enjoy a happy hour cheeseburger at RingSide Grill, a Portland institution 
located at Glendoveer. Nadaka Nature Park at Northeast 176th Avenue and Northeast Glisan Street 
features a nature play area, meadow and short loop trail. Visit Ventura Park at Southeast 115th and 
Southeast Stark Street, where bicyclists can practice their skills at the pump track built and maintained 
by the Northwest Trail Alliance. Metro’s Blue Lake Regional Park and Chinook Landing Marine Park are 
just a 15-minute drive away. For more information, visit playglendoveer.com

GLENDOV EER

DIRECTIONS  
TriMet buses 20, 25 and 77 
stop within half a mile. MAX 
Blue Line stops at East 122nd 
or East 148th avenues are a 
mile away. 

KNOW WHEN YOU GO 
Glendoveer trail open 
sunrise to sunset. pro shop 
and tennis facility open 
6:30 a.m. to 9:45 p.m. year-
round. Available tee times 
for golf vary by season. For 
golf, FootGolf and tennis 
reservations: 503-253-7507

AMENITIES 
Two 18-hole golf courses, 
driving range, indoor 
tennis, pro shop. Two- mile, 
wood-chipped loop trail 
with restrooms, picnic table, 
drinking fountain. RingSide 
Grill restaurant.
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Destination Guide

BLUE LAKE REGIONAL PARK
Enjoy a fun game of disc golf, or explore 
a nature-themed playground, a discovery 
garden, sports facilities and a wetland 
with a viewing platform and trail. 

1

GLENDOVEER GOLF COURSE  
& FITNESS TRAIL
TEE TIME: playglendoveer.com

Play a game of golf, footgolf or indoor 
tennis, or enjoy a scenic stroll on the  
two-mile fitness course.

5
MOUNT TALBERT NATURE PARK
Slip into the forested oasis to explore 
four miles of trails, enjoy gorgeous views, 
and keep an eye out for deer, pileated 
and hairy woodpeckers, white-breasted 
nuthatches and Western tanagers.

GRAHAM OAKS NATURE PARK
Ride bikes through a restored oak 
woodland, stroll through a conifer forest 
and spot birds from a wetland overlook.

6

10

HOWELL TERRITORIAL PARK
Watch for birds that f lock to the park’s 
wetlands, enjoy a picnic, and explore a 
piece of the region’s natural and cultural 
history.

7

LONE FIR CEMETERY
Enjoy a stroll or jog in this tree-filled 
community greenspace, one of Oregon’s 
most treasured historic cemeteries.

MASON HILL PARK
At this charming, one-acre park, bicycle 
through the rolling hills beyond Forest 
Park, take in spectacular views of the 
Tualatin Valley and picnic under the 
shelter.

8

9

BROUGHTON BEACH
Head to one of Portland’s best urban 
beaches and enjoy a picnic, beachcomb-
ing, or a stroll along the Columbia River. 

2

CANEMAH BLUFF NATURE PARK
Gaze at the Willamette River below, 
marvel at oak trees overhead, hike and 
admire colorful spring wildflowers.

3

COOPER MTN. NATURE PARK
Hike or jog more than three miles of 
trails, watch wildlife or enjoy views of the 
Chehalem Mountains and Tualatin Valley.

OXBOW REGIONAL PARK
Explore 15 miles of trails through ancient 
forests, camp year-round or find the 
perfect adventure on the Sandy River.

11

SMITH AND BYBEE WETLANDS 
NATURAL AREA
Take the Interlakes Trail or go by kayak 
to explore one of America’s largest urban 
wetlands while spotting beavers, otters, 
deer, osprey, bald eagles and turtles.

13

SCOUTERS MTN. NATURE PARK
Climb the steep, fir-lined road to the 
top of this extinct lava dome to enjoy 
unrivaled views of Mount Hood.

12

4

$

$

$

M. JAMES GLEASON 
MEMORIAL BOAT RAMP

14

SAUVIE ISLAND BOAT RAMP

15

CHINOOK LANDING  
MARINE PARK

16

Boat Ramps | oregonmetro.gov/boats

RESTROOMS

TRAILS

PICNIC
FACILITIES

PLAYGROUND

Key

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

CLASSES
EVENTS
VOLUNTEER

CAMPING

$ COST
$5/car, $7/bus  
(free with annual pass)

For more information about each destination, 
visit oregonmetro.gov/parks

$

$
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@METRONATURALIST

DIFFICULTY KEY

EASY MODERATE STRENUOUS

Wildlife Tracking  
for Beginners
Wild animals are secretive, but even 
the most elusive ones leave clues 
that a tracker can deduce. Join Metro 
naturalists for an inspiring lecture 
May 18 or sign up for the full series for 
adventures outside May 21 and 28.

WHERE Smith and Bybee 
Wetlands 

WHEN 8:30 to 11:30a.m. 

COST $28/person

AGES 15 and older

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

DIFFICULTY

WHERE lecture: Tabor Space, 5441 SE 
Belmont St., Portland 
field classes: locations will be provided to 
registered participants. 

WHEN lecture: 6:30 to 9p.m. (5/18) 
field classes: 9a.m to 2p.m. (5/21 and 5/28)

COST lecture: $10/person  
lecture and both field classes: $50/person

AGES 15 and older

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

DIFFICULTY

SAT

21
MAY

SAT

28
MAY

SAT

23
APR

SAT

30
APR

SAT

30
APR

WED

18
MAY

NATURALIST IN THE PARK
Join a Metro naturalist for a 
leisurely stroll through the white 
oak woodlands of Cooper Mountain 
and gain a deeper knowledge of this 
neighborhood park. Walk begins 
promptly at 10a.m. from the  
Nature House. 

SMITH AND BYBEE WETLANDS 
KAYAK TOUR
Explore the calm back waters with 
a naturalist in search of wildlife 
in this large urban wetland. Alder 
Creek Kayak and Canoe will provide 
kayaks, paddles, floatation devices and 
instruction. Some kayaking experience 
recommended. Detailed information 
about what to bring will be provided to 
registered participants.

LEARNING THE LANGUAGE  
OF BIRDS
Birds are the alarm system of the 
forest. Through their vocalizations 
and movement, they broadcast 
the drama happening on the land. 
Come to the evening lecture for an 
introduction to bird language or 
sign up for the series to practice in 
the field. Field component involves a 
bird walk, a bird sit and introduction 
to bird language mapping. 

SOLVE-IT FOR EARTH DAY!
Oregon’s largest Earth Day event 
needs you! Pick your favorite park 
and join Metro rangers, neighbors 
and friends in a day of work and fun. 
Gloves, tools, training and snacks are 
provided. Choose from projects at Blue 
Lake Regional Park, Broughton Beach 
or Graham Oaks Nature Park. See 
oregonmetro.gov/volunteer for more 
information.

WHERE lecture: Lucky 
Labrador Brew Pub, 915 
SE Hawthorne Blvd., 
Portland 
field class:  
St. Johns Prairie

WHEN lecture: 7 to 
8:30p.m. (4/21) 
field class: 9a.m. to 1p.m. 
(4/23)

COST lecture: $10/person 
lecture and field class: 
$20/person 

AGES 15 and older

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

DIFFICULTY

WHERE various locations

WHEN 9a.m. to 1p.m.

COST free

AGES all ages

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

DIFFICULTY

THUR

21
APR

SAT

23
APR

Get Involved

WHERE Cooper Mountain 
Nature Park 

WHEN 10a.m. to noon

COST free

AGES all ages

REGISTRATION NOT 
REQUIRED

DIFFICULTY
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How to register
Unless otherwise noted, register and pay at  
oregonmetro.gov/calendar

Registration and payment required at least 48 hours in 
advance for all classes. Classes with low enrollment will be 
canceled; registered participants will receive full refunds. 
For more information: Yuliya Klichkova, 503-972-8550.

WHERE Smith and Bybee 
Wetlands

WHEN 8:30 to 11:30a.m  

COST $28/adult (14 and 
older), $8/child

AGES 5 and older

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

DIFFICULTY

SUN

08
MAY

SAT

07
MAY

MOTHER’S DAY BIRDS AND 
BLOOMS OF CANEMAH BLUFF
Instead of taking flowers to mom 
this Mother’s Day, why not take 
her to the wildflowers? Join Metro 
naturalist Dan Daly for a leisurely 
stroll to see and learn about common 
wildflowers. Enjoy the serenade 
of nesting songbirds and views of 
the Willamette River and historic 
Canemah cemetery.

SMITH AND BYBEE WETLANDS 
CANOE AND KAYAK TOUR
Join a Metro naturalist to learn about 
the wildlife and natural history of 
one of the country’s largest urban 
wetlands. Alder Creek Kayak and 
Canoe will provide boats, paddles, 
floatation devices and instruction. Two 
adults in a canoe can add one or two 
young children. Detailed information 
about what to bring will be provided to 
registered participants. 

TURTLE WALK AT SMITH AND 
BYBEE WETLANDS
Oregon’s turtles are rare, shy and hard 
to find, but Smith and Bybee Wetlands 
Natural Area is home to one of the 
largest populations of Western painted 
turtles in Oregon. Learn about their 
natural history and examine shells of 
specimens found there in the past. 

TREES OF SCOUTERS  
MOUNTAIN NATURE PARK
Trees, trees beautiful trees. Do you 
know which local tree hosts the most 
number of lichens and mosses? Or 
which tree grows the tallest? Come 
take a walk and learn about conifer 
and deciduous trees. We cover tree 
identification, and human and animal 
uses of trees. 

SANDY RIVER SPEY CLAVE 
Get your feet wet at the largest two-
hand fly rod event in the Western 
Hemisphere. Learn the basics of spey 
casting from Northwest fly fishing 
legends, guides and national experts. 
Rods, lines, reels and some sizes of 
waders are available for use during the 
classes, or bring your own equipment. 
Free breakfast and lunch. Details at 
flyfishusa.com/spey-clave

WHERE Smith and Bybee 
Wetlands

WHEN 10a.m. to noon

COST $6/person,  
$11/family

AGES all ages

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

DIFFICULTY

WHERE Scouters Mountain 
Nature Park 

WHEN 10a.m. to 12:30p.m.

COST $6/person,  
$11/ family 

AGES 8 and older

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

DIFFICULTY

WHERE Oxbow Regional 
Park

WHEN 9a.m. to 4p.m. daily 

COST $5/car and $7/bus or 
free with annual parks pass

AGES all ages

REGISTRATION NOT 
REQUIRED

DIFFICULTY

WHERE Native Plant 
Center, 2661 SW Borland 
Road, Tualatin

WHEN 9a.m. to 1p.m.

AGES all ages

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

DIFFICULTY

SUN

22
MAY

SUN

05
JUN

SPRING VOLUNTEER VENTURES
Help care for rare native seeds, bulbs and plant 
materials that support regional restoration projects. 
Spring activities include planting bulbs and 
seeds and maintaining wildflower seed beds. No 
experience is needed. Gloves, tools, water and snack 
provided. This event is wheelchair accessible with 
advance arrangements. 

WHERE Canemah Bluff 
Nature Park 

WHEN 1 to 3p.m.

COST $6/person,  
$11/family

AGES 6 and older

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

DIFFICULTY

SAT

14
MAY

SAT

16
APR

SAT

21
MAY

SAT

25
JUN

SUN

15
MAY

FRI

13
MAY

SAT

02
APR

SAT

07
MAY

SAT

11
JUN

GRAHAM OAKS ECO-BLITZ
The Graham Oaks Nature Park Eco-Blitz 
is part of a regionwide series to find 
and collect data on the area’s wildlife. 
A knowledgeable leader will take 
the group on each shift to search for 
various species of plants and animals. 
Special night shift for nocturnal insects 
and bats. No experience necessary; 
introduction to iNaturalist app will be 
provided. Details at  
theintertwine.org/blitz

WHERE Graham Oaks 
Nature Park

WHEN shifts from 
9:30a.m. to 10p.m.  

COST free

AGES all ages

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

DIFFICULTY

SAT

07
MAY

TWILIGHT THURSDAY AT SMITH 
AND BYBEE WETLANDS
As the sun begins its descent in the sky, 
many animals go out to forage for one 
last meal. At the same time, nocturnal 
animals begin to awaken and move 
across the landscape. Join a naturalist 
on a hike to explore the magical space 
between day and night. 

WHERE Smith and Bybee 
Wetlands

WHEN 7:30 to 9:30p.m. 

COST $6/person, $11/
family

AGES all ages 

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

DIFFICULTY

THUR

30
JUN

SAT

25
JUN

ANIMAL TRACKING 
ADVENTURE
Join veteran tracker Terry Kem in 
search of tracks and signs of wildlife 
along the banks of the Sandy 
River. Learn the basics of track 
identification and awareness skills 
needed to watch wildlife at close 
range. With practice, beginners 
can learn to read the ground like an 
open book. 

WHERE Oxbow Regional 
Park 

WHEN 10a.m. to 1:30p.m. 

COST $6/person,  
$11/family; $5/car, $7/bus

AGES 8 and older

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

DIFFICULTY
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Tools For LivingTools For Living

503-234-3000   oregonmetro.gov
Ask Metro ABOUT TOOLS FOR LIVING.  

KEEP ANTS OUT
Inside, use caulk or spackle to seal gaps 
between baseboards and floors, window 
frames and walls, and where plumbing enters  
the wall.

Outside, seal foundation cracks and holes 
around electrical, plumbing and cable lines. 
Use weather stripping to close gaps around 
doors and windows.

Prune tree branches or shrubs away from the 
walls or roof of your house so ants can't use 
them as a bridge. Remove piles of wood or 
decaying stumps near your home's foundation 
so there are fewer places for ants to colonize. 
Check firewood carefully before bringing it 
inside.

Clean gutters and seal any leaks in siding, roof 
and plumbing so moisture does not attract ants 
or cause wood rot that invites infestations. 
Wooden parts of the house should not contact 
soil. Make sure sprinklers are not watering the 
house. Repair any rotten or weather-damaged 
wood, and be sure that attic and crawl space 
ventilation is adequate.

WHAT IF THEY’RE ALREADY INSIDE?
Wash surfaces with soap and water, and make 
sure food is sealed in containers with tight 
lids.

Wipe ants up with a soapy rag. Soap kills ants 
and washes away the chemical markers they 
leave behind to guide other ants on the trail. 
If you have a lot of ants, you can vacuum them 
up and then remove the vacuum bag, seal it 
tightly in plastic and dispose of it in the trash.

If nuisance ants persist, use bait stations. 
Look for ones with boric acid or some form of 
“tetraborate” as the only active ingredients. 
Keep them away from children and pets.

PROFESSIONAL ANT REMOVAL
Carpenter ants are difficult to deal with 
without the help of a professional. Ask 
questions and be wary if they suggest 
perimeter sprays – they are relatively 
ineffective and unsafe. Removing colonies is 
more effective. 

If chemicals are needed, ask about less toxic 
options such as desiccants, boric acid and 
eugenol. 

Get a written proposal that includes what pests 
were found, what products will be used and 
what guarantees they have in case of problems.

Find more tips on nontoxic pest control for the 
home and the yard at  
oregonmetro.gov/toolsforliving
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Valid only at MetroPaint Swan Island, 4825 N. Basin Ave. in 
Portland. Limit of one coupon per customer per day. Limit 
one per household. Offer expires Feb. 29, 2016.

One free gallon
 0f MetroPaint  when you purchase 
 a  gallon of  equal  or  greater  value 

O
BB

16

Ask Metro about affordable paint.

Can I kill the ants 
but not the dog?
Ants are good for the garden – they 
till the soil, eat pests and provide 
food for birds. But ants can also 
come inside searching for food.

WHAT KIND OF ANTS DO YOU HAVE?
Nuisance ants are tiny and dark brown. 
Carpenter ants are big and black or black 
and red. Both eat small insects and bits of 
food and grease, and both seek moisture and 
nesting sites indoors – so, many strategies for 
preventing them are the same.

503-234-3000oregonmetro.gov/tuboregonmetro.gov/metropaint
503-234-3000
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A jobs snapshot
STORY BY Craig Beebe  

PHOTOGRAPHY BY Sally Painter and Justin Sherrill

The Great Recession is over. But how quickly 
is the Portland region getting out from the 
recession's shadow – and how evenly?

Metro's second Regional Snapshot looks at 
the region's economy and areas of success and 
concern. With data, personal perspectives and 
expert insight, it's a great way to get up to speed 
with where the economic road is heading.

BY THE NUMBERS 
	 At a glance, the region is doing well, with 

twice as many jobs gained in recent years as 
those lost from 2008 to 2010.

	 The region’s job growth is on par and even 
outpacing some of the country's strongest 
regional economies – places such as San 
Francisco, Salt Lake City and Seattle. And 
overall, the Portland region’s workers are 
more educated and earn more than the 
national average.

	 Job and income growth aren't spread 
evenly.  Like other American cities, the 
Portland region is seeing richer and poorer 
households grow more quickly than middle-
income households. 

Read the full stories, explore 
infographics and watch videos at 
oregonmetro.gov/snapshot

Regional Roundup

MADE HERE
The region has a reputation for innovation. 
Leading that charge are entrepreneurial people 
from a variety of industries, including:

RICK TUROCZY, PORTLAND 
INCUBATOR EXPERIMENT:  
I always say the Portland region 
is big enough to be statistically 
relevant, but not so big that you 
can’t try new things. 
 

DR. LISA COUSSENS, KNIGHT 
CANCER INSTITUTE: It hasn’t 
been hard at all (to recruit 
cancer researchers to Portland).  
I don’t think I have had anyone 
complain. People are pleasantly 
surprised by Portland.

D'WAYNE EDWARDS, PENSOLE 
FOOTWEAR DESIGN ACADEMY: 
This is by far one of the most 
creative cities in America.  
Yet, Portlandia gets all  
the attention. 

MAKING IT HERE
But people have different experiences with the 
economy. Here’s how some people are getting by:

YIN AYE NAW, 42, A REFUGEE 
FROM MYANMAR: I am trying 
any job for experience. I was a 
cashier, (I did) housekeeping. I 
will try to do it. I want to know 
how to survive while living in the 
United States.

JEREMY WHIZ, 21, WORKING 
TWO NONPROFIT INTERNSHIPS: 
I'd rather have a career than just 
a paycheck. Unfortunately, I 
have to worry about the money 
and the job, and to me it feels like 
it shouldn't be like that.

SARA FISHER, 36, PURSUING 
AVIATION MAINTENANCE 
TECHNOLOGY AT PCC – ROCK 
CREEK: My instructor said to 
make sure you don't do too much 
work outside of the program.  
But if I don't work, I can't pay  
my bills.

	 People of color and women continue to fall 
behind both in wages and in the educational 
attainment needed to break into higher-
paying job sectors. What does that mean for  
a more diverse future?

THE RUNDOWN
Four experts on the economy – Greater Portland 
Inc.'s Janet LaBar, Oregon Entrepreneur Network's 
Linda Weston, inclusive economy expert Dwayne 
Johnson and Oregon Employment Department 
economist Christian Kaylor – gave their take: 

Where are we strong?

LABAR: It sounds cliché, but quality of life is 
something that greater Portland can hang its hat on.

WESTON: We are open to innovation and new ideas.

JOHNSON: Our people. 

KAYLOR: The diversity of job growth. Every major 
industry is growing.

Where are we challenged?

LABAR: The region could do better in having more of a 
competitiveness mindset. 

WESTON: What our public agencies are able to 
provide to support economic development.

JOHNSON: We don’t take advantage of our resources.

KAYLOR: We are not creating enough jobs in 
middle-income, middle-skill industries.



To view this publication online or find out more about Metro, please visit: oregonmetro.gov

600 NE Grand Ave.
Portland, OR 97232-2736

Sarah Stills | Oregon City

While I was walking my dog through Cathedral Park with my 
husband, the sun was setting perfectly behind the river. 

- Sarah Stills, Oregon City

© Sarah Stills 

Win an annual parks pass, an overnight camping trip at 
Oxbow Regional Park, a tennis court session, or a round of 
golf for four people including cart at Glendoveer Golf and 
Tennis Center. 

To enter, submit a photo taken at a park or natural area in 
the Portland metro region – your friends and family, a view 
of wildlife or a sunset, for example. Include a description 
of your experience in a 50-word caption. Where were you? 
What were you doing? What captured your attention?

The winner will appear in this space. By submitting a 
photo, you consent to Metro’s future use and publication 
of your photo.

 Send your picture and description by May 31 to:  
ourbigbackyard@oregonmetro.gov 

Share (Y)our Nature  
and Win!

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit 1246
Portland, OR

SHARE (Y)OUR 
NATURE, WIN PRIZES
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