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Meeting: Metro Council Work Session  

Date: Tuesday September 27, 2016  

Time: 2:00 p.m. 

Place: Metro Regional Center, Council Chamber 

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

2:00 PM 1. CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER
COMMUNICATION

2:10 PM 2. SPACE-EFFICIENT HOUSING UPDATE Elissa Gertler, Metro 
Emily Lieb, Metro 

2:40 PM 3. URBAN GROWTH READINESS TASK
FORCE: UPDATE

Council President Hughes, Metro Council 
Councilor Chase, Metro Council 
Councilor Collette, Metro Council 

3:40 PM 4. COUNCILOR LIASON UPDATES AND
COUNCIL COMMUNICATION

ADJOURN 



 

   November 2014 

Metro respects civil rights 

Metro fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes that ban discrimination.  If any person believes they have been discriminated against 
regarding the receipt of benefits or services because of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability, they have the right to file a complaint with Metro. For information 
on Metro’s civil rights program, or to obtain a discrimination complaint form, visit www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights or call 503-797-1536. Metro provides services or 
accommodations upon request to persons with disabilities and people who need an interpreter at public meetings. If you need a sign language interpreter, communication 
aid or language assistance, call 503-797-1890 or TDD/TTY 503-797-1804 (8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays) 5 business days before the meeting. All Metro meetings are wheelchair 
accessible. For up-to-date public transportation information, visit TriMet’s website at www.trimet.org. 
 

Thông báo về sự Metro không kỳ thị của  
Metro tôn trọng dân quyền. Muốn biết thêm thông tin về chương trình dân quyền 
của Metro, hoặc muốn lấy đơn khiếu nại về sự kỳ thị, xin xem trong 
www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights. Nếu quý vị cần thông dịch viên ra dấu bằng tay, 
trợ giúp về tiếp xúc hay ngôn ngữ, xin gọi số 503-797-1890 (từ 8 giờ sáng đến 5 giờ 
chiều vào những ngày thường) trước buổi họp 5 ngày làm việc. 

Повідомлення Metro про заборону дискримінації  
Metro з повагою ставиться до громадянських прав. Для отримання інформації 
про програму Metro із захисту громадянських прав або форми скарги про 
дискримінацію відвідайте сайт www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights. або Якщо вам 
потрібен перекладач на зборах, для задоволення вашого запиту зателефонуйте 
за номером 503-797-1890 з 8.00 до 17.00 у робочі дні за п'ять робочих днів до 
зборів. 

Metro 的不歧視公告 
尊重民權。欲瞭解Metro民權計畫的詳情，或獲取歧視投訴表，請瀏覽網站 
www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights。如果您需要口譯方可參加公共會議，請在會

議召開前5個營業日撥打503-797-
1890（工作日上午8點至下午5點），以便我們滿足您的要求。 

Ogeysiiska takooris la’aanta ee Metro 
Metro waxay ixtiraamtaa xuquuqda madaniga. Si aad u heshid macluumaad ku 
saabsan barnaamijka xuquuqda madaniga ee Metro, ama aad u heshid warqadda ka 
cabashada takoorista, booqo www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights. Haddii aad u baahan 
tahay turjubaan si aad uga  qaybqaadatid kullan dadweyne, wac 503-797-1890 (8 
gallinka hore illaa 5 gallinka dambe maalmaha shaqada) shan maalmo shaqo ka hor 
kullanka si loo tixgaliyo codsashadaada. 

 Metro의 차별 금지 관련 통지서   
Metro의 시민권 프로그램에 대한 정보 또는 차별 항의서 양식을 얻으려면, 또는 
차별에 대한 불만을 신고 할 수www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights. 당신의 언어 
지원이 필요한 경우, 회의에 앞서 5 영업일 (오후 5시 주중에 오전 8시) 503-797-
1890를 호출합니다.  

Metroの差別禁止通知 
Metroでは公民権を尊重しています。Metroの公民権プログラムに関する情報

について、または差別苦情フォームを入手するには、www.oregonmetro.gov/ 
civilrights。までお電話ください公開会議で言語通訳を必要とされる方は、 
Metroがご要請に対応できるよう、公開会議の5営業日前までに503-797-
1890（平日午前8時～午後5時）までお電話ください。 

េសចកត ីជូនដំណឹងអំពីការមិនេរសីេអើងរបស់ Metro 
ការេគារពសិទិធពលរដឋរបស់ ។ សំរាប់ព័ត៌មានអំពីកមម វធិីសិទិធពលរដឋរបស់ Metro 

ឬេដើមបីទទួលពាកយបណត ឹងេរសីេអើងសូមចូលទសសនាេគហទំព័រ 
 ។www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights

េបើេលាកអនករតវូការអនកបកែរបភាសាេនៅេពលអងគ 
របជំុសាធារណៈ សូមទូរស័ពទមកេលខ 503-797-1890 (េម៉ាង 8 រពឹកដល់េម៉ាង 5 លាង ច 

ៃថងេធវ ើការ) របាំពីរៃថង 
ៃថងេធវ ើការ មុនៃថងរបជុំេដើមបីអាចឲយេគសរមួលតាមសំេណើរបស់េលាកអនក ។ 

 
 

 

 
 Metroإشعار بعدم التمييز من 

للحقوق المدنية أو لإيداع شكوى  Metroللمزيد من المعلومات حول برنامج . الحقوق المدنية Metroتحترم 
إن كنت بحاجة . www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrightsضد التمييز، يُرجى زيارة الموقع إللكتروني 

صباحاً حتى  8من الساعة (  1890-797-503إلى مساعدة في اللغة، يجب عليك الاتصال مقدماً برقم الھاتف
 .أيام عمل من موعد الاجتماع) 5(قبل خمسة ) مساءاً، أيام الثنين إلى الجمعة 5الساعة 

 

Paunawa ng Metro sa kawalan ng diskriminasyon   
Iginagalang ng Metro ang mga karapatang sibil. Para sa impormasyon tungkol sa 
programa ng Metro sa mga karapatang sibil, o upang makakuha ng porma ng 
reklamo sa diskriminasyon, bisitahin ang www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights.  Kung 
kailangan ninyo ng interpreter ng wika sa isang pampublikong pulong, tumawag sa 
503-797-1890 (8 a.m. hanggang 5 p.m. Lunes hanggang Biyernes) lima araw ng 
trabaho bago ang pulong upang mapagbigyan ang inyong kahilingan.Notificación de 
no discriminación de Metro. 
 
Notificación de no discriminación de Metro  
Metro respeta los derechos civiles. Para obtener información sobre el programa de 
derechos civiles de Metro o para obtener un formulario de reclamo por 
discriminación, ingrese a www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights . Si necesita asistencia 
con el idioma, llame al 503-797-1890 (de 8:00 a. m. a 5:00 p. m. los días de semana) 
5 días laborales antes de la asamblea. 

Уведомление о недопущении дискриминации от Metro  
Metro уважает гражданские права. Узнать о программе Metro по соблюдению 
гражданских прав и получить форму жалобы о дискриминации можно на веб-
сайте www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights. Если вам нужен переводчик на 
общественном собрании, оставьте свой запрос, позвонив по номеру 503-797-
1890 в рабочие дни с 8:00 до 17:00 и за пять рабочих дней до даты собрания. 

Avizul Metro privind nediscriminarea  
Metro respectă drepturile civile. Pentru informații cu privire la programul Metro 
pentru drepturi civile sau pentru a obține un formular de reclamație împotriva 
discriminării, vizitați www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights. Dacă aveți nevoie de un 
interpret de limbă la o ședință publică, sunați la 503-797-1890 (între orele 8 și 5, în 
timpul zilelor lucrătoare) cu cinci zile lucrătoare înainte de ședință, pentru a putea să 
vă răspunde în mod favorabil la cerere. 

Metro txoj kev ntxub ntxaug daim ntawv ceeb toom  
Metro tributes cai. Rau cov lus qhia txog Metro txoj cai kev pab, los yog kom sau ib 
daim ntawv tsis txaus siab, mus saib www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights.  Yog hais tias 
koj xav tau lus kev pab, hu rau 503-797-1890 (8 teev sawv ntxov txog 5 teev tsaus 
ntuj weekdays) 5 hnub ua hauj lwm ua ntej ntawm lub rooj sib tham.     
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METRO COUNCIL 
Work Session Worksheet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORK SESSION PURPOSE & DESIRED OUTCOMES  
 

• Purpose: Provide an update and get feedback on an opportunity for Metro to take over 
leadership of a Space Efficient Housing Work Group 

• Outcome: Council provides feedback on proposed 2017-18 work program  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
This spring, Oregon Department of Environmental Services (DEQ) contacted Metro Equitable 
Housing staff regarding an opportunity to take over leadership of the Space Efficient Housing Work 
Group, a cross-sector stakeholder group that has worked to “increase the demand for and supply of 
space efficient housing types” through a range of strategies spanning policy, research, financial 
innovation, and education and outreach. Target housing types that the group has focused on include 
cottage clusters, duplexes, accessory dwelling units (ADUs), division of larger homes into multiple 
units, and tiny homes on wheels.  
 
The Work Group was launched by DEQ in 2010 in response to statewide research demonstrating 
the environmental benefits of smaller homes. Over time, much of the discussion and policy efforts 
surrounding space efficient housing have shifted from a focus on environmental benefits to an 
interest in the potential for smaller housing to provide more affordable housing choices in high-
demand neighborhoods.  
 
A summary of past successes and future opportunities identified by the Work Group is included in 
the Work Session packet. Metro has previously supported the group through small financial 
contributions, including sponsorship of a biennial Build Small Live Large Summit, and through staff 
participation from Metro’s Waste Management division.  
 
OPPORTUNITY 
 
DEQ is seeking to transfer leadership of the workgroup to Metro in 2017, and has proposed to 
contribute $150,000 via an intergovernmental agreement to support staffing and small contracts 
for Metro’s Planning and Development team to execute a two-year work program. 
 
Supporting space efficient housing—a subset of “missing middle” housing—is an equitable housing 
strategy that has been identified by the Equitable Housing Initiative as a top priority, as 
summarized in Metro’s “Opportunities and Challenges for Equitable Housing” report published in 
January 2016. Specifically, the report identifies an opportunity to “Increase and diversify market-
rate housing,” including supporting a range of smaller home types. Smaller homes can help fulfill 
multiple policy objectives, from reducing the environmental footprint of housing to supporting land 
use patterns that align with regional growth objectives to supporting more equitable housing 
choices in high-demand neighborhoods. 
 

PRESENTATION DATE:  Sept. 27, 2016                        LENGTH:  30 minutes  
 
PRESENTATION TITLE:  Space Efficient Housing Update 
 
DEPARTMENT:  Planning & Development 
 
PRESENTER(S):    Emily Lieb, Emily.Lieb@oregonmetro.gov, 503-797-1921 
       Elissa Gertler, Elissa.Gertler@oregonmetro.gov, 503-797-1752 
          
       
       
 

mailto:Emily.Lieb@oregonmetro.gov
mailto:Elissa.Gertler@oregonmetro.gov
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Metro is well positioned to convene partners around this topic and to provide technical assistance 
to local jurisdictions to facilitate the regulatory and incentive changes needed to eliminate barriers 
to space efficient and affordable housing options.  
 
PROPOSED WORK PROGRAM 
 
Included in the Council work session packet is a proposed work program, including scope, schedule, 
funding and staffing for a two-year work program. 
 
NEXT STEPS 
 
Planning and Development will move forward with the following next steps: 

• Work with Office of Metro Attorney to develop an intergovernmental agreement (IGA) with 
DEQ to support the transfer of $150,000 from DEQ to Metro to support staff resources and 
contracts for a two-year work program. 

• Finalize work plan and identify and secure necessary staff resources. 
• Meet with key stakeholders to identify opportunities to incorporate partnerships into the 

work program. 
• Launch the first Work Group meeting by spring of 2017. 

 
QUESTIONS FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION  
 

• Does the Council have feedback on proposed next steps for the program? 
• How would the Council like to be engaged in the next steps? 

 
PACKET MATERIALS  
 

• Would legislation be required for Council action   Yes     X  No 
• If yes, is draft legislation attached?  Yes      No 
• What other materials are you presenting today?  

o Space Efficient Housing Proposed 2017-18 Work Program 
o Space Efficient Housing Work Group summary of successes and opportunities 
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Space Efficient Housing 
Proposed 2017-18 Work Program 
Metro Planning and Development  

Draft 9/13/16 
 

Overview 

This spring, Oregon Department of Environmental Services (DEQ) contacted Metro staff regarding an 
opportunity to take over leadership of the Space Efficient Housing Work Group, a cross-sector 
stakeholder group that has worked to “increase the demand for and supply of space efficient housing 
types” through a range of strategies spanning policy, research, financial innovation, and education and 
outreach.  
 
Target housing types that the group has focused on include cottage clusters, duplexes, accessory dwelling 
units (ADUs), division of larger homes into multiple units, and tiny homes on wheels. Core participants in 
the work group have included: 
 

• Public planning and sustainability staff (Oregon Department of Land Conservation and 
Development, Metro, and the cities of Portland and Eugene) 

• Developers, builders, and architects (including the Portland Home Builders Association) 
• Appraisers, real estate agents, and mortgage brokers 
• Nonprofits (EarthAdvantage, Energy Trust, AARP) 

The Work Group was launched by DEQ in 2010 in response to statewide research demonstrating the 
environmental benefits of smaller homes. Over time, much of the discussion and policy efforts 
surrounding space efficient housing have shifted from a focus on environmental benefits to an interest in 
the potential for smaller housing to provide more affordable housing choices in high-demand 
neighborhoods.  

A summary of past successes and future opportunities identified by the Work Group is attached. Metro 
has previously supported the group through small financial contributions, including sponsorship of a 
biennial Build Small Live Large Summit, and through participation of staff from Metro’s Waste 
Management division.  

Opportunity to expand Metro’s Equitable Housing portfolio 

DEQ is seeking to transfer leadership of the workgroup to Metro in 2017, and has proposed contributing 
$150,000 via an intergovernmental agreement to support staffing and small contracts for Metro’s 
Planning and Development team to execute a two-year work program. 

Supporting space efficient housing—a subset of “missing middle” housing—is an equitable housing 
strategy that has been identified by the Equitable Housing Initiative as a top priority, as summarized in 
Metro’s “Opportunities and Challenges for Equitable Housing” report published in January 2016. 
Specifically, the report identifies an opportunity to “Increase and diversify market-rate housing,” 
including supporting a range of smaller home types. Smaller homes can help fulfill multiple policy 
objectives, from reducing the environmental footprint of housing to supporting land use patterns that align 
with regional growth objectives to supporting more equitable housing choices in high-demand 
neighborhoods. 
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Metro is well positioned to convene partners around this topic and to provide technical assistance to local 
jurisdictions to facilitate the regulatory and incentive changes needed to eliminate barriers to space 
efficient and affordable housing options. A proposed two-year work program is outlined below. 

Proposed Scope 

As part of the Equitable Housing Initiative, Metro will take over coordination of monthly or bimonthly 
work group meetings, which are open to interested stakeholders from across sectors and across the state 
(with the majority of active participants being located in the Portland metro region). Oregon DEQ will 
continue to participate in the Work Group and will provide support during the leadership transition. 

Potential areas of interest include: 

• Accessory dwelling units 
• Cottage clusters 
• Duplexes, triplexes, and fourplexes 
• Division of larger homes into multiple units 
• Rooming houses and single-room occupancy apartments 
• Tiny houses on wheels 
• Pre-fabricated/modular homes 

Potential Outcomes 

Depending on goals and priorities identified by the Work Group in Spring 2017, Metro staff will work 
with partners to develop and pursue strategies within the following categories to support space efficient 
housing development: 

• Identify and pursue state policy changes to eliminate barriers and create incentives for space 
efficient housing  

• Engage and support local governments in making zoning/code updates and developing local 
incentives, including identifying opportunities to leverage Metro’s Community Planning and 
Development Grants and Equitable Housing Grants to support this work 

• Engage banks and credit unions to create new financing tools  
• Manage small contracts to support research, education/awareness, and creation of new policy and 

financial tools 
• Support and expand education and awareness events, including ADU tours and the biennial Build 

Small Live Large Summit 
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Anticipated Schedule 

Phase 1: Laying the Foundation (Winter - Spring 2017) 

• Identify and onboard Metro’s Planning and Development lead staff (0.25-0.5 FTE). 
• Meet with DEQ to debrief on work to date, identify additional (if any) stakeholders, and plan 

agenda for the next meeting. 
• Meet with key stakeholders to learn more about other collaborative efforts related to Space 

Efficient Housing (see “Complementary Efforts” section on p. 4). 
• Gather and summarize existing data and best practices to help inform collective discussion of 

goals and priorities for 2017-18. 
• Convene 2-4 initial meetings with the Work Group to identify goals and priorities for 2017-18 

and to determine the best collaborative structure for moving the priorities forward. 
• Update Metro Council, Metro Policy Advisory Committee (MPAC), and Metro Technical 

Advisory Committee (MTAC) on Work Group efforts. 

Phase 2: Collaborative Implementation (Summer 2017 - Summer 2018) 

• Convene monthly or bimonthly work group meetings and facilitate collaborative efforts to 
advance the goals and priorities established by the work group. 

• Ensure ongoing communication with work group members and interested parties. 
• Provide ongoing updates to Metro Council, MPAC, and MTAC. 
• With partners, support planning for the fall 2017 Build Small Live Large Summit and other 

outreach, education, and engagement efforts prioritized by the work group. 

Phase 3: Next Steps (Fall 2018) 

• Work Group members will take stock of progress toward goals and strategies. 
• Metro will evaluate impact and accomplishments of the work group and determine whether or not 

to move forward with a continued work program.  

Funding and Resources 

DEQ will provide $150,000 to Metro through an intergovernmental agreement to support coordination of 
the work group and associated contracts for a two year term, from Fall/Winter 2016 to Fall/Winter 2018. 
It is anticipated that funding will be allocated as follows: 

• $60,000-$100,000 for staffing 
• $50,000-$90,000 for small contracts 

For opportunities identified by the Work Group that have a strong alignment with Metro’s Equitable 
Housing Initiative and require additional financial support for small contracts, Metro may allocate 
additional funding from the Equitable Housing Initiative budget. When DEQ funding sunsets in 
Fall/Winter 2018, the Planning and Development department will take stock of progress and alignment 
with other programmatic efforts and determine whether or not Metro should continue to dedicate staff and 
resources to coordinating the work group. At this time, staff will also inquire as to whether DEQ or other 
partners would like to provide funding to continue the work program. 
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Complementary Efforts 

The following is a brief summary of related efforts underway throughout the region. As part of the initial 
phase of work, staff will meet with these groups to identify opportunities for coordination and alignment. 

City of Portland Residential Infill Project: The residential infill proposal that’s slated to go to City 
Council this fall proposes significant changes to single-dwelling zones that limit the size of homes, allow 
for two ADUs on one lot, and support duplexes, triplexes and other models in single-dwelling zones. 
Portland for Everyone is an advocacy campaign working to support these changes. 
 
City of Portland Affordable ADU Workgroup: The Portland Housing Bureau and partners are exploring 
opportunities to link affordable housing incentives to ADUs through mechanisms such as a property tax 
exemption or a loan program.  

Portland State University Institute for Sustainable Solutions (ISS) ADU Initiative: Led by Robert Liberty, 
ISS has recently launched an initiative and is convening partners to explore opportunities to accelerate 
development of accessory homes as a strategy to increase housing choices, reduce greenhouse gases, and 
create jobs. 

AARP: AARP is very interested in ADUs as a means to support intergenerational living and aging as 
place, as well as to help older adults afford to stay in their homes by generating rental income.  



Space Efficient Housing Workgroup 
Oregon DEQ  

 
- Past successes -  

 
Over the past five years, a small, informal, group of small home advocates has helped stimulate the 
development of more space-efficient homes through:    
 
Policy 

• Worked with the City bureaus and Portland City Council to waive Systems Development 
Charges on Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) and increase the ADU size limit from 33% to 75% 
of the primary dwelling or 800 SF (whatever is smaller).  Collectively, the waiver was passed three 
times and will be in effect for eight years. 

• Incorporated home size into Oregon’s Reach Building code so building shell requirements will 
adjust inversely with home size. 

• Worked with EarthAdvantage to quadruple the number of points granted to space-efficient 
homes in their proprietary ratings system. 

• Worked with Energy Trust of Oregon to allow ADUs to receive energy incentives previously 
available only to primary residences. 

• Helped inform the development of scaled System Development Charges for the City of Portland 
Parks SDCs. Smaller homes pay less. 

• Helped influence Portland Accessory Structures Zoning Code revisions in 2015. 
• Working with City of Portland’s Comp Plan process to encourage the inclusion of more space 

efficient housing forms. 
 
Research 

• Published Oregon DEQ studies documenting quantitative, life cycle environmental benefits of 
smaller and attached homes compared with other green building practices. 

• Documented the widespread existence of unpermitted ADUs in the City of Portland that most 
likely outnumber legal ADUs by at least a 3:1 margin. 

• Created a database of local ADU ordinances across Oregon. 
• Created and are publishing a “Character-Compatible, Space-Efficient Housing Options  

for Single-Dwelling Neighborhoods” report with DEQ/DLCD/ODOT to help inform statewide 
model zoning code.  Outreach currently being planned.   

• Completed the largest survey of ADU owners in the nation and published an interpretation report. 
 

Financing 
• Produced a report providing guidance on consistent valuation of ADUs that is published in the 

Oct/Nov issue of the peer-reviewed Appraisal Journal. 
• Created ADU appraisal and financing guides as a tool for ADU owners.  

 
Education, Outreach & Events 

• Launched www.accessorydwellings.org, a one-stop source of information about ADU’s, 
granny flats, backyard cottages, in-law units, accessory dwelling units.  The site also serves as a 
repository for images, plans, and the stories behind successfully completed projects.  Published 
over fifty case studies of ADU owners, builders and designers. 

• Organized and led four tiny home bike tours, each one featuring different homes and attended 
by 100+ cyclists. 

• Taught quarterly full-day classes on ADU design, permitting and construction. 

http://www.accessorydwellings.org/


• Taught ADU real estate classes through the EarthAdvantage Institute. 
• Highlighted ‘pocket neighborhoods’, ADUs, homes-on-wheels, and other space-efficient housing 

models in local media including The Oregonian, Portland Tribune, The DJC, and OPB’s Think Out 
Loud. 

• Presented environmental findings about the benefits of smaller homes to numerous audiences. 
• Organized the first ever summit on space-efficient housing, Build Small Live Large, in 2012. A 

second summit was held in 2015 with over 500 attendees, and a third is planned for fall of 2017. 
• Developed educational tracks for the Portland Home Builder’s Association’s BuildRight 

conferences.   
• Organized two city-wide ADU tours in Portland, both with 800-1,000 attendees. 
• Produced an ADU educational video.  

 
For more information, including links to research and tools mentioned above, visit 
http://www.deq.state.or.us/lq/sw/wasteprevention/greenbuilding.htm. 
 

  

http://www.deq.state.or.us/lq/sw/wasteprevention/greenbuilding.htm


- Future Opportunities -  
 
Policy 

• Advocate for local governments to scale residential SDCs based on home size or 
reduce/waive SDCs on ADUs.  Both Portland and Eugene have committed staff time to 
explore scaled SDCs in the coming year. 

• Compile and disseminate model codes for pocket neighborhoods, ADUs and other 
zoning/building regulations that support space-efficient housing types 

• Participate in Portland’s comprehensive plan process and subsequent zoning code 
update to adopt code changes supportive of space efficient housing.  Target other cities 
going through code amendment processes for the inclusion of ADU and/or pocket 
neighborhood language. 

• Work with Salem (the largest city in Oregon that prohibits ADUs) to adopt ADUs into their 
zoning code. 

• Advocate for home size to be given appropriate weight in LEED Residential and other 
environmental ratings systems 

• Collaborate with affordable housing organizations, AARP, and other groups with 
overlapping interests in creating smaller, more affordable, and more accessible housing 
options.   

• Develop long-term affordable housing mechanisms for supporting ADUs 
• Tiny Homes on Wheels 

o Create a legal pocket through pilot projects. 
o Help lead the community to legalization 
o Create a legal pathway for clusters of tiny homes 

 
Research: 

• Collaborate with PSU or other research institution to study the impact demographic 
trends will have on housing needs, especially in growing cities (ie. Portland, Salem, 
Eugene). 

• Study the potential of ADUs to help meet housing growth projections for the Metro 
area. (This project was started but never completed). 

• Research the role tiny homes on wheels play for providing a mix of housing choices. 
• Study building and zoning code barriers to tiny affordable homes (ground bound, less 

than 200 SF) and identify potential pilot projects to demonstrate pathways to overcome 
barriers. 

• Study how AirBnB and other short term rental platforms support or hinder space 
efficient housing. 

• Consider a follow-up survey of ADU owners. (Requested at 4/13/16 Portland City 
Council meeting.) 

• Identify opportunities to partner with the Living Building Challenge. 
• Align research with other similar organizations and efforts. 

 
Financing: 

• Work with local lenders (and perhaps governments) to create and market mortgage 
products that work well for financing ADUs 

• Update the financing fact sheet for ADU-friendly mortgage lenders 



 
Education/Outreach/Events: 

• Produce an Annie Leonard-style video that summarizes the environmental benefits of 
smaller homes in a fun, concise and accessible way. 

• Explore the possibility of a Street of Small Homes event and tour in conjunction with the 
Homebuilder Association of Portland and/or Office of Planning and Sustainability 

• Organize more bike tours; keep adding projects to the www.accessorydwellings.org 
website; continue teaching ADU classes; and hold a follow-up space efficient housing 
summit. 

• Extend outreach activities into Washington State and beyond Oregon’s Willamette 
Valley.  Share what Portland has accomplished with others.   

• Organize social mixers to help connect the TINY community (PAD Tiny Houses initiated 
this already) 

• Organize a Build Small Live Large Lecture Series.  (PAD Tiny Houses Organized 2016 
series at NW Woodworking Studio. 

• Actively distribute and present on the findings of the DLCD/DEQ “Character Compatible 
Space Efficient Housing Options for Single-Dwelling Neighborhoods 

 
 
Priorities Identified by workgroup in May 2016: 
 

1. Advocate for scaling SDC based on home size 
2. Collaborate with traditional affordable housing organizations and others like AARP to 

develop new affordable housing options (City of Portland is already exploring ADU 
affordable housing program) 

3. Tiny Homes on Wheels – create a pathway to legalization 
4. Work with local lenders to create mortgage products that work well with ADUs 
5. “Street of Small Homes” tour 
6. Build Small Live Large Summit for 2017 

 
 
 
For more information contact:  
Jordan Palmeri |  palmeri.jordan@deq.state.or.us | 503.229.6766 
 
 

http://www.accessorydwellings.org/
mailto:palmeri.jordan@deq.state.or.us
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METRO COUNCIL 

 
Work Session Worksheet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORK SESSION PURPOSE & DESIRED OUTCOMES  

Purpose: To provide the Metro Council with an update from their liaisons about the third meeting 
(September 21, 2016) of the Urban Growth Readiness Task Force. 
Outcome: The full Council is aware of the results of the third Task Force meeting and has an opportunity 
to provide initial direction to staff on next steps. 
 
TOPIC BACKGROUND & FRAMING THE WORK SESSION DISCUSSION  
When the Metro Council made its most recent urban growth management decision in November 2015, 
the Council indicated its intent to convene partners to discuss possible improvements to the region’s 
process for managing residential growth. Staff returned to a February 2, 2016 work session with a 
proposed work program, which is now being implemented per Council direction. That work program 
included convening an Urban Growth Readiness Task Force, which has held two meetings. Council 
President Hughes is chairing the Task Force, with Councilor Collette and Councilor Chase also serving as 
liaisons. 
 
At a September 13, 2016 work session, the Council expressed support for the policy concepts that will 
be discussed by the Task Force on September 21. Council is seeking a recommendation on these 
concepts from the Task Force at the September 21, 2016 meeting. This worksheet does not summarize 
that recommendation since the meeting has not occurred as of the time of this writing. 
 
QUESTIONS FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION  
Does Council wish to provide staff with any initial direction regarding next steps? 
 
PACKET MATERIALS  

 Would legislation be required for Council action   Yes     No 

 If yes, is draft legislation attached? Yes     No 

 What other materials are you presenting today? None 

PRESENTATION DATE:  September 27, 2016                          LENGTH:  60 minutes             
 
PRESENTATION TITLE:  Urban Growth Readiness Task Force: Update 
 
DEPARTMENT:   Planning and Development    
 
PRESENTER(S):  Council President Hughes, Councilor Chase, Councilor Collette 
 



 
 

Materials following this page were distributed at the meeting. 





~Metro 
September 29, 2016 

Mayor Charlie Hales 
Office of the Mayor 
Room 340 
1221 SW 4th Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97204 

Dear Mayor Hales: 

600 NE Grand Ave. 
Portland, OR 97232-2736 
oregonmetro.gov 

Vision Zero is a powerful framework to address the unacceptable level of traffic related deaths 
and severe injuries on our roadways. We appreciate the City of Portland's leadership on Vision 
Zero and appreciate partnering in the process to develop a community driven and equitable 
plan to eliminate fatalities and severe injuries by 2025. 

We recognize the effort and community conversations that went into producing a plan that 
seeks to balance enforcement actions and strategies with equity concerns. Enforcement. 
including policing and photo radar programs. is necessary to achieve Vision Zero. At the same 
time. the Metro Council shares the concerns of others that the current State traffic fine structure 
can have unintended and disproportionate impacts on people with low incomes. Metro is 
committed to equity and will work with the City and other partners to find ways to remedy the 
disproportionate effects of traffic penalties on vulnerable communities while also making travel 
in our region safe for all. 

Portland is often a leader on issues that impact the health and livability of our region. Your 
leadership in this area moves the region forward towards adoption of a regional Vision Zero 
target in the 2018 Regional Transportation Plan. Metro is a committed partner in this effort; we 
look forward to continued participation on the Vision Zero advisory committee and supporting 
actions to implement and fund Vision Zero. On behalf of the Metro Council, we support the 
adoption and implementation of Portland's Vision Zero Action Plan and commends the Portland 
City Council for taking bold steps to make our streets safe for all users. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Hughes 
Metro Council President 

Cc: Commissioner Steve Novick 
Commissioner Nick Fish 
Commissioner Amanda Fritz 

Bob Stacey 
Metro Councilor 
Vision Zero Executive Committee 



~Metro 
Commissioner Dan Saltzman 

600 NE Grand Ave. 
Portland, OR 97232-2736 
oregonmetro.gov 



~Metro 
September 29, 2016 

Mayor Charlie Hales 
Office of the Mayor 
Room 340 
1221 SW 4th Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97204 

Dear Mayor Hales : 

600 NE Grand Ave. 
Portland, OR 97232-2736 
oregonmetro.gov 

Vision Zero is a powerful framework to address the unacceptable level of traffic related deaths 
and severe injuries on our roadways. We appreciate the City of Portland's leadership on Vision 
Zero and appreciate partnering in the process to develop a community driven and equitable 
plan to eliminate fatalities and severe injuries by 2025. 

We recognize the effort and community conversations that went into producing a plan that 
seeks to balance enforcement actions and strategies with equity concerns. Enforcement. 
including policing and photo radar programs. is necessary to achieve Vision Zero. At the same 
time. the Metro Council shares the concerns of others that the current State traffic fine structure 
can have unintended and disproportionate impacts on people with low incomes. 

Metro is committed to equity and will work with the City. State and other partners to find ways 
to remedy the disproportionate effects of traffic penalties on vulnerable communities while aJw 
making travel in our region even safer for all. We look forward to e~ploring and advancing such 
remedies as notices that accompany tickets and identify payment options or alternatives to 
payment such as drivers education. 

Portland is often a leader on issues that impact the health and livability of our region. Your 
leadership in this area moves the region forward towards adoption of a regional Vision Zero 
target in the 2018 Regional Transportation Plan. Metro is a committed partner in this effort; we 
look fo rward to continued participation on the Vision Zero advisory committee and supporting 
actions to implement and fund Vision Zero. On behalf of the Metro Council, we support the 
adoption and implementation of Portland's Vision Zero Action Plan and commends the Portland 
City Council fo r taking bold steps to make our streets safe for all users. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Hughes 
Metro Council President 

Bob Stacey 
Metro Councilor 
Vision Zero Executive Committee 
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Cc: Commissioner Steve Novick 
Commissioner Nick Fish 
Commissioner Amanda Fritz 
Commissioner Dan Saltzman 

600 NE Grand Ave. 
Portland, OR 97232-2736 
oregonmetro.gov 
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