
SW CORRIDOR STEERING COMMITTEE MAY 8, 2017 

Meeting: Southwest Corridor Steering Committee 
Date/time: Monday, May 8, 2017 
Place: Metro Regional Center – Council Chamber, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland 

Committee Members Present 
Craig Dirksen, Co-chair Metro Council 
John Cook City of Tigard 
Neil McFarlane  TriMet 
Leah Treat City of Portland 
Lou Ogden City of Tualatin 
Gery Schirado  City of Durham 
Rian Windsheimer ODOT 
Danny Doyle   Beaverton 

Metro Staff Present 
Chris Ford, Matt Bihn, Yuliya Kharitonova, Michaela Skiles, Eryn Kehe, Anthony Buczek, Elissa 
Gertler, Malu Wilkinson 

1.0 Welcome and introductions 
Co-chair Craig Dirksen called the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m. and welcomed the committee 
members and public to the meeting. Co-chair Dirksen announced two new members of the 
committee, Commissioner Dan Saltzman representing the City of Portland and Mayor Ken Gibson 
representing the City of King City. The committee members proceeded to introduce themselves and 
noted their jurisdictional affiliation. 
Co chair Dirksen gave a brief overview of the meeting agenda and reminded the committee that 
today’s meeting decision would be to approve appointment of a new member to the Southwest 
Corridor Community Advisory Committee. 

2.0 Consideration of the Steering Committee meeting summary from December 12, 2016. 

Co-chair Craig Dirksen asked the committee for approval of the meeting summary from December 
12, 2016. With all in favor, the meeting summary was accepted unanimously. 

3.0 Public Comment 

Mr. Robert Davidson, Tigard business owner, expressed opposition to proposed routes operating 
on Beveland Street. He raised concerns that the light rail would have multiple negative impacts on 
the small businesses located on that street who took years to get established there. Mr. Davidson 
clarified that he does not oppose the light rail in general, but does not want it operating on 
Beveland Street. 

Mr. William Terrill, Beveland Street business owner, expressed opposition to having a light rail 
operating on Beveland Street. He stated that the light rail will disrupt the livelihood of the small 
businesses there, many of which have close ties with the local community. 

On behalf of Beveland Street business owners, 27 letters were submitted and included as part of 
the meeting record. 
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Mr. John Gibbon, Southwest Neighborhoods Inc. (SWNI), submitted a written comment and it is 
included as part of the meeting record. 

Mr. Ron Swaren, Southeast Portland resident, submitted a written comment and it is included as 
part of the meeting record. 

4.0 Southwest Corridor Plan updates 

Mr. Chris Ford, Metro, started his presentation by reminding the committee of the decisions that 
were made so far. He continued by giving an overview of the proposed alignments which included: 
Downtown to Burlingame alignments 

• Barbur
• Naito
• Ross Island Bridgehead
• Marquam Hill connection

Burlingame to Tigard alignments 
• Barbur
• Adjacent to I-5
• PCC transit connection

Tigard Triangle and downtown alignments 
Through Route 

• Clinton Street
• Ash Avenue

Branched Route 
Tigard branch 

• Ash Avenue
• Wall Street

Tualatin Branch 

Tigard to Tualatin alignments 
Through Route 

• WES – adjacent to rail
• WES – adjacent to I-5

Branched Route 
• Tigard Branch

o WES – adjacent to rail
o WES – adjacent to I-5

• Tualatin Branch
o 217 Crossing – Adjacent to I-5

Mr. Ford reminded the committee of the NEPA objectives and summarized which components 
would be included in December 2017 Draft Environmental Impact Study (DEIS). Work progress on 
Draft EIS included: 

• Finalized technical design work
• Drafted methodologies for each issue area
• Participating agencies (federal, state, local) have reviewed and commented on draft

methods
• Data gathering and analysis has begun on a number of areas
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Mr. Ford gave a brief overview of the possible discussion topics for the future Steering Committee 
briefings. He concluded his presentation with a short summary of the staff and Metro’s efforts on 
equitable housing and development. 
 
 
Ms. Leah Robbins, TriMet, gave a brief update on the upcoming LRT design work and Sustainable 
City Year Program. She stated that as environmental analysis data becomes available by the end of 
this year, the goal would be to start planning mitigation strategies and also develop a conceptual 
design report in the next year. Ms. Robbins also noted that project staff, consultants, and partners 
are getting ready to overlay that work with the Sustainable City Year Program at the University of 
Oregon. 
 
5.0 Public involvement updates 
 
Ms. Eryn Kehe, Metro, gave a brief update of the community involvement efforts which included: 

• Spring 2017 Newsletter 
• Summer community outreach events 
• Beveland Street business owners outreach 
• Barbur Boulevard business owners outreach 

 
Ms. Eryn Kehe introduced Mr. Adam LaFountain, president of Tigard Youth Advisory Council, and 
commended him for his involvement with the local communities and projects. 
 
Co-chair Craig Dirksen asked Mr. LaFountain about his plans after high school graduation and his 
involvement with the city of Tigard. Mayor John Cook congratulated Mr. LaFountain on being 
selected as the 2017 Shining Stars Tigard Youth Volunteer of the Year and inquired about what it 
means to him being involved in Southwest Corridor Plan project. 
 
Mr. Adam LaFountain expressed his support for the light rail. He commented that the light rail 
would help to ease traffic and will connect people to the key destinations in the region. 
 
Ms. Eryn Kehe concluded her presentation with an overview of the updates from the Southwest 
Corridor Plan Community Advisory Committee. She announced that the Community Advisory 
Committee selected Mr. Roger Averbeck, representing Oregon Walks and Portland Pedestrian 
Advisory Committee, Mr. Michael Kisor, serving as bicycle/pedestrian advocate and Southwest 
Portland resident, and Mr. Stephan Belding, representing Tigard Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory 
Committee, as their three liaisons to the steering committee.  
Ms. Kehe announced that in today’s meeting the committee would vote on whether to approve Mr. 
Ibrahim Turki, Muslim Educational Trust, as a new member to the Southwest Corridor Plan 
Community Advisory Committee. 
 
6.0 Consideration of appointing a new member to the Southwest Corridor Community Advisory 
Committee 
 
MOTION: Co-chair Craig Dirksen moved to approve Mr. Ibrahim Turki, Muslim Educational Trust, 
as a new member to the Southwest Corridor Community Advisory Committee. 
 
ACTION: Without any comments, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
7.0 Branch vs. Through configuration briefing 
Mr. Matt Bihn, Metro, presented on the branched and through route options which included: 
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• Through route – a single line connecting Downtown Portland to Bridgeport Village via 
Downtown Tigard 

• Branched route – two overlapping lines that connect Downtown Portland and split east of 
Highway 217 to serve Downtown Tigard and Bridgeport Village separately 

 
He explained how the two route options compare to each other during the 2035 peak and off-peak 
service frequencies in the model analysis. The model analysis results for the branched route 
compared to the through route option included: 

• Faster travel between stations north of Downtown Tigard and stations south of Downtown 
Tigard, increase of 1,400 daily riders 

• Transfer required between Downtown Tigard and stations to the south, decrease of 1,400 
daily riders 

• Less frequent peak service for riders between Downtown Tigard and stations to the north, 
decrease of 2,400 daily riders 

• More frequent off-peak service for riders not traveling south of the Tigard Triangle, increase 
of 4,000 daily riders 

 
Mr. Dave Unsworth, TriMet, presented on the operating costs (2035) for both branched and 
through routes. He stated that branched service is estimated to cost $8.1M or 44% more annually to 
operate compared to the through-routed service. In addition, he commented on the operational 
complexity and how the branched route frequencies are doubled in off-peak, requiring trains to 
turn around and merge with MAX Green line and MAX Yellow line trains, whereas through route 
frequencies generally match MAX Green line. 
 
The committee members deliberated and noted the importance of cost effectiveness, ridership, 
speed, connectivity and consistency in determining the most successful and effective route option. 
Concerns were raised about operational complexity and additional information was requested 
about how both routes would impact Downtown Portland. Mayor John Cook commented on the 
preference of the through route due to its lesser impacts to Downtown Tigard, having two stops at 
the Tigard Triangle, and connection of downtown Tigard to Durham, Tualatin and Bridgeport. 
 
8.0 CAC report on Branch vs. Through discussion 
 
Mr. Stephan Belding, Tigard pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Committee representative and a 
member of the Southwest Corridor Community Advisory Committee , presented on the Community 
Advisory Committee’s discussion on decision between the branch and through route options. He 
noted that top three considerations during the discussion included: 
 
Connectivity of the light rail 

• Access to jobs/housing/educational opportunities (from Purpose & Need statement) 
• Connection to other transportation networks (from Purpose & Need statement) 
• Through route connects more riders to other transit routes in Tigard (WES, bus, etc.) 
• Serving Downtown Tigard is important, but not direct 
• Through route connects to the Tigard community better 
• Two stops in the Tigard Triangle (branch route) will improve the quality of life in that area 
• Connection of light rail to affordable housing (are there differences between the options?) 

 
Travel time/Frequency 

• Travel time 
• Speed is an important consideration 
• Travel time includes time door-to-door, so frequency is critical 
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• Hope we can make up the time in other places along the alignment (time lost by indirect 
connection to Downtown Tigard) 

 
Cost 

• Cost per rider (higher for branch) 
• Through saves a considerable amount in operations 

 
In addition, the members of the SWC Community Advisory Committee requested additional 
information about: 

• Equity/low income impact of the choices 
• Disruptions to and displacement of businesses and residents for both choices 
• Operations vs. building cost trade-offs 
• Ridership impacts for people on “other” (non-traditional) work shifts 

 
Members of the committee also recommended additional considerations, such as support for local 
plans (from Purpose & Need statement), route complexity (branch adds complexity, through is 
more simple), get more cars off the road (the increased frequency of the branch might remove more 
cars), and more flexibility with the branch route for future extensions, in operations, etc. 
The topics that were raised by the committee, but not specific to the branch/through route options 
included connectivity from MAX to areas in Tualatin and how transit service hours affect workers, 
particularly those with low-income jobs. 
 
9.0 Adjourn 
There being no further business, Co-chair Dirksen adjourned the meeting at 10:35 am. 
 
 
 
Attachments to the Record: 
 

Item 
 

Type 
Document 
Date 

 
Description 

 
Document Number 

1 Agenda 05/08/17 Meeting agenda 050817SWCSC-01 
2 Summary 12/12/16 12/12/16 meeting summary 050817SWCSC-02 
3 Document 04/24/17 Decision Briefing Book – Branched or Through 

Route? 
050817SWCSC-03 

4 Document 05/08/17 Additional member suggested for Community 
Advisory Committee (CAC) 

050817SWCSC-04 

5 Comment 
card 

05/08/17 Public comment – John Gibbon 050817SWCSC-05 

6 Comment 
card 

05/08/17 Public comment –Ron Swaren 050817SWCSC-06 

7 Letters 05/08/17 Beveland Street business owners letters - 27 050817SWCSC-07 
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