


MINUTES OF THE METRO COUNCIL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING





Tuesday, September 8, 1998





Metro Council Chamber





Members Present:	Ed Washington (Chair), Susan McLain (Vice Chair)





Members Absent:	Jon Kvistad





Chair Washington called the meeting to order at 3:40 PM. 





1.	INTRODUCTIONS





None.





2.	CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES OF AUGUST 4, 1998





Motion: �
Councilor McLain moved to adopt the Transportation Committee Minutes of August 4, 1998.�
�



Vote: �
Chair Washington and Councilor McLain voted aye. Councilor Kvistad was absent.  The vote was 2/0 in favor, and the motion passed.�
�



3.	Resolution No. 98-2686, for the Purpose of Approving the Air Quality Conformity Determination for the 1995 Regional Transportation Plan





Andrew Cotugno, Director, Metro Transportation Department, explained what the conformity determination does.  It demonstrates to the federal government that Metro’s transportation plan and transportation funding allocations conform with federal air-quality standards.  Metro’s estimates of regional population growth patterns, vehicle emission rates, vehicle miles traveled and travel patterns, and level of system performance all go into determining the total vehicle pollutant load for the whole system.  





Mr. Cotugno said that conformity determination approvals are normally good for three years, which would have meant that Metro would not need to submit a new one for another year.  However, there is a provision that requires reconforming after two years once a state implementation plan to meet the air-quality standards has been adopted.  As a result, Metro is reconforming a plan based on an older Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) rather than the new one, which is still under development.  This determination would be good for another three years, assuming it is approved.  However, Metro anticipates reconforming the new RTP as soon as it is finished--early next year.





Chair Washington asked how this conformity relates to air-quality standards and violations.





Mr. Cotugno said the conformity determination involves looking at current emission levels, those predicted for 10 years hence, and those predicted for 20 years hence.  Funding allocations and transportation plans must be such that air-quality standards will not be violated now or in the future.  All actions intended to reduce air-pollution, such as vehicle inspection programs, are factored in to the calculations.





Chair Washington noted that the EPA said the region was in conformity last year.  He asked how we were doing this year.





Mr. Cotugno said Portland exceeded the air-quality standard this summer on several occasions, but because the federal government is changing the way it measures violations, those occasions are not expected to affect the overall performance.  The new way considers averages based on the fourth highest air-pollution day, rather than the highest.  This evaluates air quality on a more continuing basis, rather than allowing a few unusually hot days to affect the overall assessment.  As noted above, this summer saw more than one violation of air-quality standards; last summer saw none.  Metro is planning a DEQ presentation at the next meeting of the Joint Policy Advisory Committee on Transportation, to keep people apprised of the situation.





This conformity determination is the same as the previous one except for one addition--the airport light rail.  In 1995 a funding scheme for the airport connection had not been identified, and now it has.





Councilor McLain asked if the list of projects on page 3 identifies where the conditions would change.  Mr. Cotugno said that is a list of specific transportation projects accounted for in this conformity determination.  It includes all projects to which money has already been allocated and those portions of the RTP that are within projected fiscal constraints. 





PUBLIC HEARING





Chair Washington opened a public hearing at 3:35 PM.  No one came forward to testify, so he closed the public hearing.





Motion: �
Councilor McLain moved to recommend Council adoption of Resolution No. 98-2686.�
�



Vote: �
Chair Washington and Councilor McLain voted aye. Councilor Kvistad was absent.  The vote was 2/0 in favor, and the motion passed.�
�



Chair Washington will carry the resolution to a meeting of the full Council. 








8.	COUNCILOR COMMUNICATIONS





There being no further business before the Committee, Chair Washington adjourned the meeting at 3:47 PM.





Prepared by,











Pat Emmerson


Council Assistant
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