
 

 

Meeting: Smith and Bybee Wetlands Advisory Committee (SBAC) 
Date: Tuesday, March 26, 2019 
Time: 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Place: Metro Regional Center - Room 270 
 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland 
 

 
5:30 p.m. Welcome and introductions All 
 
5:35 p.m. Approve January 2019 meeting minutes Troy Clark 
 
5:40 p.m. Smith and Bybee Fund discussion wrap-up All 
 
6:15 p.m. Smith and Bybee planning projects updates Allan Schmidt 
 
6:45 p.m. Wapato Jail update Troy Clark 
 
7:00 p.m. Conservation projects updates Jonathan Soll 
 
7:20 p.m. Goals and next meeting agenda All 
 
7:30 p.m. Adjourn 
 
 
Upcoming SBAC meetings: 
Tuesday, September 24, 2019 at Metro Regional Center 
For agenda/schedule information, contact Annie Toledo at 503.813.7565 or annie.toledo@oregonmetro.gov  
 
 
Metro’s nondiscrimination notice 
Metro respects civil rights. Metro fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 that bans discrimination on 
the basis of race, color or national origin. For more information on Metro’s civil rights program, or to obtain a Title VI 
complaint form, visit www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights or call 503-797-1536.  
 
Metro provides services or accommodations upon request to persons with disabilities and people who need an 
interpreter at public meetings.  
 
All Metro meetings are wheelchair accessible. If you need a sign language interpreter, communication aid or language 
assistance, call 503-797-1536 or TDD/TTY 503-797-1804 (8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays) 7 business days in advance of the 
meeting to accommodate your request. For up-to-date public transportation information, visit TriMet’s website at 
www.trimet.org.

mailto:annie.toledo@oregonmetro.gov
http://www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights
http://www.trimet.org/


 

 
Smith and Bybee Wetlands Advisory Committee 
March 26, 2019 
  

Committee members in attendance  
Troy Clark* ................................. Audubon Society of Portland (Chair) 
Carrie Butler* ............................. Port of Portland (Vice Chair) 
Matthew Lee* ............................ Columbia Slough Watershed Council 
Emily Roth* ................................ Friends of Smith & Bybee Lakes 
Jennifer Devlin* ......................... City of Portland, Bureau of Environmental Services  
Jonathan Soll* ............................ Metro, Parks and Nature 
Jen Levy* .................................... St. Johns Neighborhood Association 

Others in attendance  
Allan Schmidt ............................. Metro, Parks and Nature 
Annie Toledo .............................. Metro, Parks and Nature  

Committee members not in attendance 
Patt Opdyke* ............................. North Portland Neighbors 
Bill Briggs* .................................. Oil Re-Refining Company 
Eric Tonsager* ............................ Oregon Bass and Panfish Club 
Pam Arden*................................ 40-Mile Loop Trust 

*Denotes voting Smith and Bybee Wetlands Advisory Committee member.  
   

WELCOME 
The January 29, 2019 meeting minutes were not approved since there wasn’t a quorum at the time 
of approval. 

SMITH AND BYBEE FUND DISCUSSION WRAP-UP 
The committee discussed their final recommendations for how to use the Fund. An email sent by 
Carrie Butler to the Fund subcommittee summarizes the recommendations. Attachment 1. Below 
are the options she proposed: 

• Option 1: S&B Fund shares costs for all remaining major restoration projects and assists at a 
lesser amount with monitoring and management such as $100,000 (instead of $328,500) which 
would leave $1,112,745 in the Fund. 

• Option 2: S&B Fund shares costs for all remaining major restoration projects but does not share 
any costs for monitoring and management costs - leaves $1,212,745 in the Fund. 

• Option 3: S&B Fund shares costs for all remaining major restoration projects plus other 
monitoring and management costs - leaves $884,245 in the Fund – not great but still a good 
amount. 

Emily Roth mentioned that the suggested 10-year restoration costs outlined in the Comprehensive 
Natural Resource Plan (CNRP) is $1.5 million, and that Metro has spent that amount in five years. 
However, Jonathan Soll clarified that the CNRP didn’t take into account the Ludwigia invasive 
control, the water control structure, etc.; so that is the reason for the high numbers. Emily 
recommends that any monitoring or restoration work done on the landfill (not the wetlands) and 
any regional trail/access work should not be funded from the Smith and Bybee Fund. 
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The committee agrees that there should be $1 million left in the Smith and Bybee Fund at the end of 
the CNRP. They also agree that they don’t want to heavily analyze the numbers and would like to let 
Metro have the freedom to do what they think is best with the money. Emily Roth volunteered to 
draft a letter to Metro on behalf of the Smith and Bybee Advisory Committee outlining their 
recommendations. She will include strong justifications and reasons for the dollar amount. 

SMITH AND BYBEE PLANNING PROJECTS UPDATE 
Allan Schmidt, a parks planner from Metro Parks and Nature, gave updates on different planning 
projects happening at the site. These include trail improvements, kiosk additions, Columbia Blvd. 
Bridge and the St. John’s Prairie trail. Attachment 2.  

Trail improvements 
Trail maintenance is occurring in mid-April on 0.6 miles of the Interlakes Trail in order to make it 
ADA compliant. This improvement will cost about $23k and is coming out of Metro’s maintenance 
budget. Some cottonwood roots might have to be cut in order to even out the trail and make it truly 
accessible for all abilities. Any hazard trees around the trail will be removed. Allan will walk the 
trail with Metro naturalists and scientists to make sure that there are no birds or nests in the trees 
that are identified to be felled.  

Kiosk 
The new kiosk will be installed soon. The size of the map on the kiosk has been made larger so 
people can take a better picture of it for reference. 

Columbia Blvd. Bridge 
Phase 1 of the project is close to starting. Allan presented a draft timeline and mentioned that the 
dates will most likely get pushed back. There will be robust community outreach led by Portland 
Parks and Recreation, but this won’t begin until a feasibility study is done.  

There could potentially be a number of trees removed from Chimney Park once the trail alignment 
is finalized. The information regarding this won’t be available for another 6-8 months. Jennifer 
Devlin mentioned that there may be a conservation easement at the Chimney Park site; she will 
research it and email Allan with specifics.  

The finished result will probably be done in 2021, if not later. 

St. Johns Prairie trail 
This project has already begun and the RFP is live. The consultant will be picked in the summer/fall, 
and that is when things will start picking up. The overlook outlined in the CNRP is too small—it can 
only hold about five people. Metro will be designing a much larger overlook to accommodate about 
30 people instead of five. The scientist for the site will be doing some planting in the near future 
around the area where the overlook is proposed to be. Hopefully there will be plants thriving when 
the first phase of the project is complete. 

The CNRP is pretty strict about what can actually be done on the prairie. Metro will conduct a 
hearty community outreach for this project. The CNRP was written without any community 
involvement, so it puts Metro in a challenging position. The public can’t be asked for feedback 
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regarding many aspects of the project because of the strict CNRP guidelines. Input regarding art 
and other features will be solicited instead. 

The parking lot at Chimney Park will reach capacity once the trail is built. To offset this issue Metro 
will be constructing a new parking lot near the entrance to the trail. This parcel where the parking 
lot is slated to be built is currently owned by Portland Bureau of Environmental Services, but Metro 
could purchase it. There is discussion about assigning a full-time ranger to the site once the trail is 
completed due to safety concerns. There is also a canoe launch at the site which requires a safety 
presence.  

WAPATO JAIL UPDATE 
Carrie Butler mentioned that the Port of Portland is in monthly communication with Harsch 
Investments to work out a deal. Troy Clark has called Harsch multiple times but hasn’t received a 
response.  

CONSERVATION PROJECTS UPDATE 
Jonathan went through the budget for FY20 and explained what projects will be funded and the 
amount budgeted for each. Phase 1 and 2 of the sedge meadow project is wrapping up, but phase 3 
is uncertain.  

Phases 1 and 2 of the prairie are progressing nicely; Metro is acquiring a lot of seed this year and 
next year for phase 3. A seed storage unit has been purchased for the Native Plant Center in order 
to regulate temperatures of the seeds. This storage unit was not purchased with Smith and Bybee 
Fund money. 

The water control structure is working as it should, there is just a bit of maintenance and permit 
reporting left. The 4th round of water monitoring management won’t be started for the next few 
years. Metro decided to delay the monitoring past the5 year plan due to the expense of hiring a 
graduate student to complete this data collection and also because it is apparent that the water 
control structure is working. The nutria problem isn’t too bad right now, but Metro does have a 
standing contract with USDA animal control to manage the issue. 

The spending curve of the Fund seems to be going down, similar to the money spent in the earlier 
years of the CNRP. In 2022, some weight will be taken off of the Fund for restoration work. 

ACTION ITEMS 
• Emily Roth to draft letter to Metro regarding Smith and Bybee Fund spending 

recommendations. 
• Jennifer Devlin to send Allan Schmidt information regarding a conservation easement at 

Chimney Park. 
• Troy Clark to email Allan Schmidt, Jonathan Soll and Elaine Stewart to schedule a field trip for 

the committee on a Tuesday in late May. 
 

 
Meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
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Annie Toledo

From: Butler, Carrie <Carrie.Butler@portofportland.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 26, 2019 5:34 PM
To: Annie Toledo
Subject: Fwd: Smith and Bybee Fund estimated costs spreadsheets

 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Emily Roth <emroth@comcast.net> 
Date: March 21, 2019 at 7:55:43 PM PDT 
To: Matthew Lee <matthew.lee@columbiaslough.org> 
Cc: "Butler, Carrie" <Carrie.Butler@portofportland.com>, Patt Opdyke <pattop@comcast.net>, 
Troy Clark <brillobrain8@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: Smith and Bybee Fund estimated costs spreadsheets 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: 

 
Hi All,  
I will echo Matt - thanks Carrie.  
On the top of the spreadsheet the CNRP states that the restoration listed for all 10 years should 
be $1.5 million. Metro seems to have spent that in 5 years. I think all the restoration and 
monitoring work on the landfill should come from landfill funding and not the trust fund. That is 
part of the restoration work for the landfill and not the wetlands. I also think all regional trail 
money, which maybe shown as access should not come from the trust fund. With that said, I can 
support options 1 and 2 provided the St. John’s prairie money is removed. I don’t think we 
should go under $1 million.  
 
Emily 
 
 
 
 

On Mar 13, 2019, at 9:26 AM, Matthew Lee <matthew.lee@columbiaslough.org> 
wrote: 
 
Thanks Carrie for playing around with the numbers. I think these are some great 
options to bring to the group and really gets to point of how much do we want to 
have left for the next cycle.  

 
 

 
Matt 
 
On Tue, Mar 12, 2019 at 1:46 PM Butler, Carrie 
<Carrie.Butler@portofportland.com> wrote: 

Attachment 1
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Hello S&B Fund Budget Subcommittee, 

I was looking over the materials that Jonathan provided and have some 
observations that I wanted to run by you before taking to the whole group: 

 Two different Fund balances for FY20: the Balance Calculation sheet 
shows $1,598,245 and the Projected Spending sheet shows $1,698,585. 
I’ll ask Jonathan about this but wondered if you all have any insights. 

 If we base the Fund balance on the lower balance amount for FY20, it 
looks like we could still pay for all of the major restoration work plus 
assist with some monitoring and general land management while keeping 
one million in the coffers. Let me know what you think and if this makes 
sense: 

o Option 1: S&B Fund shares costs for all remaining major 
restoration projects and assists at a lesser amount with monitoring 
and management such as $100,000 (instead of $328,500) which 
would leave $1,112,745 in the Fund.  

o Option 2: S&B Fund shares costs for all remaining major 
restoration projects but does not share any costs for monitoring 
and management costs - leaves $1,212,745 in the Fund.  

o Option 3: S&B Fund shares costs for all remaining major 
restoration projects plus other monitoring and management costs - 
leaves $884,245 in the Fund – not great but still a good amount. 

I was just fiddling around with the numbers and I may be missing something so 
let me know.  

Thanks! 

Carrie  

From: Annie Toledo <annie.toledo@oregonmetro.gov>  
Sent: Monday, March 11, 2019 11:27 AM 
To: Bill Briggs <billb@orrco.biz>; Butler, Carrie 
<Carrie.Butler@portofportland.com>; Corrina Chase 
<corrina.chase@columbiaslough.org>; Dan Moeller 
<Dan.Moeller@oregonmetro.gov>; Elaine Stewart 
<Elaine.Stewart@oregonmetro.gov>; Emily Roth <emroth@comcast.net>; Eric 
Tonsager <eric@tonsager.com>; Jennifer Devlin 
<JENNIFER.DEVLIN@portlandoregon.gov>; Jonathan Soll 
<Jonathan.Soll@oregonmetro.gov>; Justin Takkunen 
<Justin.Takkunen@oregonmetro.gov>; Matthew Lee 
<matthew.lee@columbiaslough.org>; Pam Arden <pamarden46@gmail.com>; 
Patt Opdyke <pattop@comcast.net>; Sara Henderson 
<kentuckysara@gmail.com>; susan.p.barnes@state.or.us; Troy Clark 
<brillobrain8@gmail.com> 
Cc: Jonathan Soll <Jonathan.Soll@oregonmetro.gov> 
Subject: Smith and Bybee Fund estimated costs spreadsheets 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: 

Attachment 1
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Hi Smith and Bybee Advisory Committee,  

As promised at the last meeting, Jonathan has provided the two attached 
documents for your review: 

 Smith and Bybee fund history and projected FY19 and FY20 costs. 
 Estimated costs of finishing major restoration projects and ongoing 

maintenance. 

This provides his best estimate of remaining costs to complete restoration of 
major habitat types at Smith and Bybee Natural Area. Funding is divided into 
two time periods: now through end of CNRP (and current Levy) and what will 
be left to do for CNRP2.  

If you have any questions, please email Jonathan at 
jonathan.soll@oregonmetro.gov. 

I will be sending out the agenda and meeting reminder tomorrow. 

Best,  

Annie 

Annie Toledo 
Planning and Conservation Program Assistant 
Parks and Nature 

pronouns: she, her 

Metro | oregonmetro.gov 
600 NE Grand Ave. 
Portland, OR 97232-2736 
503-813-7565 

 
 
 
--  
Matthew Lee  
Stewardship Director 
Columbia Slough Watershed Council 
7040 NE 47th Avenue 
Portland, OR 97218 
Phone: 503.281.1132 
www.columbiaslough.org 

 
Emily Roth 
emroth@comcast.net 
Enjoy Life 
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