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Early action for

The property tax limitation is

commanding legislative attention

but lawmakers must preserve some
of it for another constitutional

amendment approved Tuesday
.The Oregon Constitution now

authorizes the Metropolitan Service

District to have its own charter like

home-rule counties and most cities

But it is up to the Legislature to

establish the machinery to design

charter and bring it to vote For

several reasonS that task should be
taken up and completed early by the

1991 Legislature
charter commission must be

formed It has to cover range of

interests throughout the region with-

out being too unwieldy to function It

must have timefor thorough
debate inclUding ample public par-P

ticipation Yet the process ought not

drag on tO the point of collapse

MorOOver the finished product
must be aligned with the election

cycle vote on charter preferably
should be held in ay 1992 but no
later than the following November

So if the Legislature passed legis-

lation within the first two months of

the session the charter commission

Metro wvo..r

would have jUst year to put some-

thing in final form for the May bal

lot year and ahalf for November
There will be debate on whether

the Metro Council is toO large or too

small and whether to appoint or elect

the executive Outof it is ôertain to

come some structural change that

would require another election after

the charter is approved
If the charter passes in May the

November election cOuld take up
changes in elective positions and the

new government would b.ready to

go in January 1993 If the charter is

approved in November such

changes would have to be made in

special election the foUowing spring

for new government to begin in

July 1993

Waiting for 1994 elections might

drag out the process until it dropped

from public view Voting on the char-
ter in 1992 and waiting to implement
it in 1994 elections would stick the
region with lameduck government
far too long

So legislators would be wise to

move their duties under the new con-

stitutional amendment near the head
of their 1991 ageUda


