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coalition of suburban local

governments was unable to agree

Wednesday on how many people

should serve on the Metropolitan

Service District Council who should

elt them and whether they should

work lull-time or part-time

The Regional Governance

Committee was asked to endorse

proposal calling for seven.member

council whose members would be

elected and be paid full-time

salaries Present Metro councilors

work part.time without pay
Washington County opposed the

proposal Its RGC representative

Dennis Mulvihill said the county

doesnt think now is the time to be

suggesting that voters approve more

full-timeofficials

Other members argued that

councitors should continue to serve

part-time without pay Others

agreed they should be part-time but

said they shOuld be paid so qualified

people will be interested in serving

After it became apparent that the

committee would be unable to reach

consensus it sent the proposal

back to subcommittee for more

work

The size of the Metro Council Is

one of many issues being deliberated

by the Metro Charter Committee

appointed by the Legislature to draft

document that would establish

Metros duties and responsibilities

and powers

The charter process grew out of

arguments that the regions voters

ought to be able to decide for

themselves what kind of regional

government they want

charter is similar to con

stitution It has to be approved by
voters and can be changed only by

the same voters Metros current

duties etc were set by the

Legislature and can be changed by
the Legislature

The charter committee has been

meeting weekly or months and

plans to release roughdraft of

charter for discussion soon

revised version will be presented to

the regions voters in November

Local governments created the

Regional Governance Committee

RGC so they could present

united voice to the charter com
mittee

The RGC has more than 30

membersincluding Washington and

Clackamas counties plus numerous

cities and special districts such as

water and lire providers

Portland and Multnomah County

arent members though Portland

representative usually attends

meetings
The RGC and the charter com

mittee have been in close contact

and will hold joint meeting in

Portland Saturday Jan 18

One motivating force behind the

creation of process to better define

Metros duties is the growing

realization that managing the areas

rapid population growth requires

more cooperation between local

governments
Metro as the only regionwide

governing body is considered to be

the most logical candidate to

coordinate such cooperation

Metro already coordinates

regional transportation and solid

waste disposal planning and vilI

soon propose with local government

backing regional program to

preserve natural areas

But the question of what other

powers ii any it should have is

major source of disagreements

among ollicials

Local governments say Metro

shouldnt provide services directly

They say most residents prefer that

someone nearby be accountable br

government services not

distant regional body

In part they created the ltG to

make sure that the charter cotn

mittee doest get carried away and

assign to Metro many respon

sibilities they Feel belong to local

governments
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