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Cusma: Plan for growth now or pay later

By ROBERT GOLDFIELD
Daily Journal of Commerce

mphasizing the Portland area’s
Earrival at a planning crossroads,
Metropolitan Service District Exec-
utive Officer Rena Cusma said Thursday
the region has only a smattering of years
to plan for a growth surge. .
Cusma, giving an annual “statc of the
region” address to the Portland/Oregon
Visitors Association, said the metropoli-
tan area will change rapidly due to a pre-
dicted 500,000 increase in population over
the next 20 years. That leaves Metro with
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some crucial decisions over the next few -

years, she said.

“Our window of opportunity to effec-
tively manage growth is closing,” Cusma
said. Even 10 years from now substan-

tial change will have occurred in the
region, managed or not, she added.
“We can’t hide anymore, we know why
they came,” Cusma said of last year's
influx of people to the region. “The ques-

tion is, how are we going to maintain -

the livability that attracted them here?”

Metro governs a variety of metropoli-
tan area issues that cross local govern-
ment boundaries. Those issues include
managing garbage disposal, .planning
regional transportation and administering
the region’s Urban Growth Boundary. It
also operates Washington Park Zoo, the
Oregon Convention Center, Memorial
Coliscum, Civic Stadium and the Port-
land Center for the Performing Arts.

Cusma said key issues facing Metro
include:

o Possible adoption of 2 home rule char-

ter that would contain taxing authority
and make Metro a long-term institution.
Cusma said any such charter should
include “a general grant of powers ... to
be able to finance what (Metro) is respon-
sible for.” The charter should also call
for elected officials, separate executive and
legislative bodies and the authority “to
be effective not- just for the next five
years but for 50 years and beyond.”

o Preservation 'of green spaces. Already
10 percent of the region’s green spaces
surveyed 18 months ago have been devel-
oped, she said. Préserving much of the
remainder will require public funding of
a program to purchase the parcels.

o Fine-tuning the region’s solid waste
disposal system. Recent years have wit-

See CUSMA, Page 28

nessed opening of a new landfill in Eastern Ore-
gon, a system to transport the area’s waste there
and closure of the St. Johns landfill, Cusma noted.
Future goals are reopening of the Riedel Envi-
ronmental Techologies composter — due to be
closed at the end of the month because of oper-
ating and finarrcial difficulties — and boosting the
percentage of waste recovered through recycling,
now standing at a high of 34 percent.

o Identifying a source of permanent operating
funds of about $6 million a year for the area’s
arts facilities and programs.

o Creation of a sports commission to woo major
athletic events to the region. Cusma said estab-
lishing such a commission would require $50,000
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a year in public funds plus private money.

o Management of population growth. Metro is
continuing its involvement with other governments
to address regional land-use, density and trans-
portation planning matters, Cusma said.

Summarizing each of these issues with the phrase
“unfinished business — a region in the making,”
Cusma portrayed the metropolitan area as one
undergoing construction in its broadest sense.

Despite recessionary times and the mandate of
Measure 5, prudent management of resources will
require steady public funding, she warned.

“If there is no free lunch,” she said, “there cer-
tainly is no free ride to a future that nurtures and

preserves our quality of life.”
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