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OREGON CITY The search for

money to build an Oregon Trail cen
ter which already has no chance of

opening In time for next years anni
versarv celebration is facing
another possible delay

Supporters _____________
of an End of

the Oregon
Trail interpre
tive center in

Oregon City
would like to

see Metro place
bond meas

ure on the
November bal

lot

But Metro
officials say
voters do not know enough about
the proposal and word needs to get

out before the request for money
goes on the ballot Metro is suggest
ing that the bond measure proposal
wait until the sprIng of 1993 The
statewide celebration of the trails

sesquicentennial will culminate that

summer
Eric Epperson the newly hired

executive director of the non-profit

Oregon Trail Foundation said he is

not discouraged by the suggestion
contained in letter from Metro to
Clackamas County officials

Even if Metro decides to hold off

the election until the spring Clacka
mas County is going ahead with its

preparations for vote Epperson
said

It shows theyre committed to
uhe project we just dont know
when it goes to the voters said

Epperson whose organization is

overseeing the project
Metro will pay for poll in late

May to get better idea if the meas
ure would be within striking dis
tance of passing said Rena Cusma
Metro executive officer Any deci
sion on when or whether Metri
should place measure on the hal

lot and what amount it should be
will be made after that poll

poll last fall showed that 55 per
cent of those responding had not
heard of the Oregon Trail Project
but 63 percent supported the plans
when they heard about them How
ever only 33 percent of those pulkd
said they would he willing to

ci

bond measure to support the trail

project

The Oregon Trail Foundation
hopes to build 5-16.5 million history
chowcasc at the federally designated
End of the Oregon Trail on Aber
nethv Green in Oregon City where
Interstate 205 and Oregon 213 meet

The project is one of four being

planned throughout the state to tell

the story of the 2000.mile pioneer
route used by thousands of settlers

looking for new life In the West
But the foundation has had prob

lems gaining financial support for

the Oregon City history showcase
because of the ambitious scope of

the project Epperson said The Ore
gon Trail Coordinating Council

statewide group planning the 1993

celebration marking the first major

iros-ing on the trail has the job of

ciLtilinating the interpretive ccn
tots

The other interpretive centers in

the works include one in Baker City
that opens over Memorial Day week
lid and two that are still in the

planning stages the Umatilla

Indian Reservation and along the
Columbia River Gorge near The
1alles

onipetitlon for money for

Project in the metropolitan area has
macic it difficult to secure financing
for the Oregon City project Epper
son said

He said the Oregon Trail Founda
tion decided to re-package the pro
pusal and emphasize the plans for

the interpretive center in an effort to

get state and federal support for that

phase of the project The other

aspects of the project will remain
and none of the plans will be scaled
clown Epperson said

Our plan is to carve out the
interpretive center so that we
will he comparing apples with ap
tiles and oranges with oranges
when talking about the other inter

tnetive centers Epperson said
In add it ion to an interpretive cen

ter the Oregon City complex would
include meadow and territorial

Irm festive market place and
Icubic square lhere also would be
an outdoor amphitheater which
would be used in the summer for the
Oregon Trail Pageant

While the Inundation continues to
lsk fir ntonev word is getting out
cutout lice plaits Eppeu-son said

Our Outreach is geared to all

avenues federal state and local

Lcuvcrcittiunt individuals corpora-
tins and trusts Epperson said
Wiru just cuing to tell the story
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Oregon Trail

center project
faces new delay


