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- Are ‘Nlche
- Taxes Metro s
" Next Move?

By Richard A. Dickey

Freelance WW
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Taxpayerts in the Portland mctropohtan Area
may soon be paying more of their tax dollars to
the Metropolitan Service District.

. As discussed in the first. two parts- “of th:s
series, an appointed commission is writing-a new

charter for’the regional government that would g

expand the service and planmng Iuncuons Mclro'
would bcallowcd to provide. ., ap
The chai‘téi",’ which will be prcscntcd 0 xotcrs
in - Novcn.x_{bcr, will * include:® amhonzauon to
empldy. ‘more +traditional * fundi
finance these-added services:s
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Thc Jist lof taxcsmthc;mmm:ucc says Metro -

5i5E 7include those Metro-
currcntly “Imposes; < <already allowed by
Oregon statutes -butshave ‘mot 'yet been uscd and
some that: -would-require voter approval. .-

-SThe comimiftes IR f'rocommcndauons in-

clude: property: takessa tax on personal income;

business income® tax;® ~vehicle ‘registration fccs..
sales tax;.per ‘capita-taxes on governments for.

services provxdcd by.Metro; hotel/motel tax; real

estate transfer tax; a tax on entertainment admis-

sions, including movie theaters, night clubs, ctc,;

construction: sexcise’tax, perhaps levied on. the

amount of floor area in'a new building."-

The recommendations are not'yet written in
stonc.- Committee members are holding off writ-
ing theminto the first draft of the charter until
they receive input from residents at two public
hearings, schc uled for March 30 and 31. The
locations and exact times of the bearings have
not yet been determined.

Please See METRO on Page 7
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