
hear some local elected of

licials tell it Metro is the

immature teen-ager in the

local.governmeflt family

the reckless and irresponsible one

the goverhment that shouldnt be

allowed to make its own decisions

about programs and taxes

They expressed that view during

hearing last week on what taxing

authority Metro should be given in

the home-rule charter to go before

vcters in November
Metro the theory goes hasnt

proved itself It shouldtake onaddi

tlonal powers one by one demonS

trating accomplishment and

maturity in one task before beirg

assigned another one

Anfnteresting theory One that

seems to forget though that the

parentsS in this little family meta

phor are voters And thats the whole

point The charter proposal should

give voters the opportunity to make

Metro strong and effective regional

government not shut off that possi

bility from the outset.

Metro counciloi.s not officials

elected to lead other governments
should decide what taxO Metro will

seek to impose They after all are

the ones who must answer to their

regionwide constittients And those

regionwide residents dont need

other elected officials acting astheir

go-betweenS
This is no to suggest that every

Metro deciion has been correct in

the past and will be unassailable in

the future Metro has made and vill

make mistakes
But local governments do not have

perfect record either They are act

jug like jealous siblings trying to

convince Mom that no one else is

ready to drive the car

Metro mUst be able to meet this

regions needs well into the future

That means it needs home-rule

charter that gives it broad authority

to raise money and pursue regional

initiatives

The regions voters dont need pro
tection from Metro They already call

the shots

Sibling rivaly ti9
Other local clected official_c offer misleading veision

of Mctros i-ole decision for viteis to make


