
egal problems seem sure to

keep the issue of consolidat

ing county and other region
al governments off this No

vembers ballot Metro Executive

Rena Cusma says that an appeal of

Multnomah County Circuit Judge
Lee Johnsons decision to strike the

measure isnt likely

That doesnt mean though that

the consolidation issue should drop
out of sight

Cusma and the Metro Council did

accomplish something in their bun
gled attempt to hold regional advi

sory vote on whether to abolish

Metro Tn-Met and Washington
Multnomah and Clackamas counties

and replace them with new coun

ty
They got people talking
Now the challenge is to turn that

talk and some of the bad feelings

their mad dash to the ballot created

into constructive pursuit of bet

ter way to organize metropolitan-

area government
One possible forum for that dis

cussion could be the committee head

ed by former Gov Neil Goldschmidt

and appointed by Gov Barbara Rob
erts to study metropolitan govern
ment That group already has sug
gested consolidation of the three

counties road-maintenance work
and some sharing of law-enforcement

services

Since any attempt to restructure

Portland-area government would

require action from the Legislature
involvement by the governors com
mittee could help smooth that path

Additionally Portland State Uni
versitys urban-affairs department

may be willing to study what serv
ices are best provided at what level

of government Its objective examina
tion would help answer the concern

that three-county consolidation

would yield bigger but not necessari

ly better government
One key to any of these moves

however will be to line up support
from some key players in each of the

three counties and Tri-Met

Another key will be to move quick
ly as well as thoughtfully Measure
makes it clear that government at all

levels will be squeezed for money
Any money that can be saved

through consolidation is money that

can be spent on needed programs and
services

Just because voters wont be giv

ing any answers on consolidation

this November doesnt mOan region-
al officials should stop asking the

question

Measure 26-2 was taken off the

Nov ballot as the result of action
taken by both Clackamas and
Washington counties saying that

the ballot title was misleading
Multnornah County. Circuit Court

Judge Lee Johnson on Aug.14 said

Metro did not have the authority to

call for an advisory vote and
removed the entire measure

The county commission
however feeling that Metro may
appeal the decision decided to
hold the meeting and present
ballot title of their own

some time to
evaluate any
Metro

consolidation
When Tn-Met officials vere ask

ed what their reactiOn was to
Metros action spokeswoman
Catherine Merten said that official-
ly they found it an interesting con
cept but that they needed time to

evaluate it more She said that it
would be treated the same as any
other plan that was brought out to

increase government efficiency

Keep asking.
Consolidation issues removal from the ballot

shouldnt end talk about replacing three counties

Metro .plan continues to
stir area conversations
ByRonOswalf ftL/it2..__

JudieHarnmerstadchaiomanof The Review i.../
of the County Board of Commis

CITY Metros plan sioners said that the wording of.the
to abolish Clackamas Multnomah measure was more of directiveand Washington counties and than asking for an advisory vote
replace them with one regional and itwoulcJ affect the entirecoun-
governing body drew dozen peo- ty not just that part within Metro
pIe to an Aug 17 meeting of the Shesaidthe91000peoplelivinginClackamas County Board of Com- the county outside the boundary
missioners could be the most affected

The proposed ballot measure
asksvotersjnsidetheMetrosboun
danies for their opinion of the plan ri et wi nee
Metro representatives have said it

would save 10 percent in taxes


