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Metro charter lacking

but it may work for now
Measure 26-3 should be called the What does it really-

mean measure

26-3 will change the look of Metro force it to make

planning its top priority and make number of other

alterations Some say it slows the regional governments

power surge and others say it could provide an avenue to

make them more of menace than opponents think they

are now
So who knows
What the measure will do in part is reduce the number

of councilors from 14 to and pay them There would

also be an oversight committee established to keep an

eye on the councilors and the plans they come up with

Supporters of the measure also say that the voters thats

us will have more say in what the agency is doing

The people that we spoke with on the measure say it is

basically compromise Give little here get little

there Less power here more leverage here

The one thing that does stick out in this measure is giv

ing Metro the ability to increase the hotel motel taxes in

the region whenever they felt like it Of course the seven

councilors would have to approve it and the oversight

committee would watch over them And of course the

voters would have more say in the matter according to

the measures language
Its goofy measure but probably the best that can be

expected We urge yes vote because if we dont then

we turn the power of decision-making back to the state

This way at least we can have some say when Metro

decides to make its next move

BALLOT MEASURE 26-1

Voters in Clackamas Multnomah and Washington counties

will be asked if the Metropolitan Service District Metro can

issue $200 million of general obligation bonds to buy and

develop an open space natural area and trails system The

bonds will mature in 30 years At least 75% of bond funds

will be for Metro-owned open spaces trails and parks the

balance will go to local governments to buy and improve

parks and open spaces For more information call 22-

GREEN

/o/iq/qi. 4Li 72e4

Metro charter

needs change
Do not be misled by the radio

urging vote against Measure 26-
and the Metro charter

Metro will not be forced to imme1
diately raise taxes And there is very

little difference between the per

payments received by the present
Metro council for attending any meet-i

ing anywhere anytime and the

tin salaries to be paid-tmder the char-

vote against the charter means
the state Legislature remains in control

of our regional destiny including

the services provided by Metro and its

taxing authority Downstate legislators

do not care as much about our corn

muniy as we do We should have the

right to vote on the functions of our

regional government

yes vote for Measure 26-3 is

vote for local control clarification of

responsibilities fiscal accountability

and for the first time guaranteed citi

zen involvement and cooperative rela

tionships between Metro and local

governments Ignore the rhetoric

Vote yes on

.-

Metropolitian Service District

Council Dist Mike Gates

Council Dist 11 Ed Washington
Council Dist 13 Terry Moore

Metro Measures
No 26-1 Authorizes $200 million in

general-obligation bonds to buy natural

areas and improve local parks Vote

yes
No 26-3 Establishes home-rule char

ter Vote yes

ter



General

Area groups
give voice to

baiot items
Just about eveiyone has an opinion

on the Oregon State Constitutional

Amendment proposed in Ballot

Measure the anti-homosexual

measure to be decided upon Nov
And that includes opinions from

several local government and business

organizations

School District 15 the Forest Grove

City Council and the Forest Grove
Chamber of Commerce recently have

all taken stands firmly against the con
troversial measure

School District 15 at its Oct 13

meeting voted to oppose Measure by
adopting the wording of

Portland1
School District resolution opposing the

measure
The districts preposed resolution

states Measure could among other

things require the

amepJ its

-prescribed by narrow pqint of
vièw

Th ForesrGrove City Cóuiidil at

Monday nights meeting approved
resolution which states Measure

among other things promotes the

censorship of library materials by in
dividuals and groups who perceive in
formation as encouraging or promot
ing homosexuality..

Libraries are responsible for allow

ing intellectual freedom by providing

information that presents all points of

view and is responsive to the interests

of all the people in the community
The Forest Grove Chamber of Com

merce in an Oct 15 statement from its

board of directors states its opposition

to Measure because it would among
other things damage the states

economy specifically the tourism and

film industries and would create

image of Oregon as being the national

capitol of discrimination and bigotiy

While School District 15 took an of
ficial stand only on Measure both the1

Forest Grove City Council and Cham
ber of Commerce also took stands on

other ballot measures

The City Council voted to oppose
Measure the split roll property tax

measure voted to oppose Measure 26-

the Metro Greenspaces bond funding

measure and voted to support Measure

26-3 the Metro Charter proposal

The Chamber of Commerces board

of directors on the other hand voted to

oppose Measure 26-3 the Metro

Charter proposal The group also op
posed Measure which would cause

some gas tax monies to be used for

state parks opposed Measure which

would restrict lower Columbia River

fish harvests but supported Measure

which would allow for the issuance of

$250 million in state bonds to fund

state park and recreation facilities

Metro charter puts
voters in control

Ballot Measure 26-3 asks voters to approve home-rule charter for
the Metropolitan Service District that would shift control of Metro
from the Legislature to local voters Though we do not support every
provision of the measure it would be an improvement over the exist

ing arrangement We urge yes vote on Measure 26-3
The charter was drafted by 6-member volunteer citizens corn-

mittee and it has earned the support of almost all local government
officials including Mayor Bob Liddell of West Linn and Lake Oswego
Mayor Alice Schlenker

The measures two best selling points are that it gives local voters
control of Metro and that it forces Metro to make growth manage
ment top priority

Legislators in Salem have been in control of Metro and the local
voice has been minimal advisory at best Measure 26-3 would put
local voters in charge and would require Metro to work with local

government to ensure efficiency
Other bright points of the measure are that it would create

Citizens Involvement Committee to advise Metro it would provide an
auditor to serve as watchdog on Metro spending it would restrict

Metros growth and rely heavily on voter approval before growth
could occur and it would require voter approval for Metro to levy

any property income or sales tax

Perhaps the biggest fault of the measure is that it calls for reduc
tion in coundilors from 13 to seven That will essentially double the
size of districts and make effective representation even more difficult

than it is today
But the positives of the proposed measure far outnumber the nega

tives and therefore we urge approval of the Metro charter measure
on Nov

Boani urges no votes

TIGARD The Board of Direc
tors of the Tualatin Valley Econom
ic Development Corp is urging no
vote on five measures on the Nov
ballot

The board cited negative impacts

on Oregons economy when adopt
ing the resolutions that urge no
votes on Ballot Measures
and

The toard also passed resolution

supporting the adoption of the pro
posed home-rule charter for the Met
ropolitan Service District



Theres not much disagreement
between candidates for Metro

By MIKEL KELLY
Of the Times

The two non-partisan candidates for the

Metropolitan Service Districts new District 13 seat

disagree on almost nothing
Where Wes Myllenbeck and Terry Moore differ is

how they state their views

Moore 42-year-old community activist from Gar
den Home talks in terms of how Metro decisions will

affect neighborhoods and individuals

She entered the race she said to bring more of

neighborhood focus to Metro
longtime voluinçer with neighborhood and citizen

planning organizations as well as member of several

regional and state advisory groups on transportation

and planning issues Moore works half-time for the

Pbrtland Planning Commission
For three years she chaired the Raleigh Hills-Garden

Home CPO and at the top of her agenda is making
sure that governmental decisions translate into more
livable communities and neighborhoods Some of the

ways to do that she says include ongoing provision

for open spaces easy access to transportation

pedestrian and bike paths and safe secure neigh
borhoods

Myllenbeck 65 comes to the race with number of

years in local government so he chooses to talk about

how the issues facing Metro will impact the cities and

counties in the metropolitan area

veteran of volunteer and paid local government
positions the Cedar Hills resident said believe very

strongly in local government
Mylienbeck was Washington Countys first planning

director and later served as chairman of the board of

commissioners Educated as regional planner hes
been city manager in King City has taught at lbrtland

State University and now operates Columbian

Research Institute consulting firm that advises city

county regional and state governments on manage
ment planning and finance matters

happen to believe that metropolitan government
is the way of the future said Myllenbeck We.just
cant go on with all of these fragmented city and coun
ty governments

But it is clear he added that strong-arm tactics by
regional agencies wont work Truly regional issues

have to be passed on to regional government because

its the right natural thing to do he said citing the fu
ture of the metro areas water supply problems as

prime example
Both candidates oppose the Metro charter proposal

that appears on the November ballot It provides too

much for council member salaries about $30000

counting benefits for half-time positions and limits

the area to too few representative districts seven in
stead of the current 13 meaning councilors would not

adequately represent their districts

Both candidates also believe in maintaining the

urban growth boundary as it exists

Although both candidates acknowledge that Metro

has been largely unseen and misunderstood agency
they agree there is need for regional body to over

see such regional issues as entertainment the zoo solid

waste transportation and land-use planning

Metro should provide the framework in which each

jurisdiction creates the kind of environment it wants
said Moore

Id like to see Metro with the same powers that the

cities andcounties have said Myllenbeck

he views which follow are

mine They do not neces

sarily represent those of

This Week magazines man
agement staff or advertisers

Ballot measures
Metro and State Park

measures urge no vote on
both They are simply too ex

pensive They call for $450
million in new bonding author-

ity $200 million for Metro

Measure 26-1 and $250 mil

lion for the state Measure
They are also frivolous given

the budgetary shortfalls ex
pected negative impacts on
schools police prisons and

social services

Funding state parks

through gasoline taxes Meas

ure Fie on this one Leave

gas taxes alone

/3 Metro charter This one
/Measure 26-3 is real dog It

not only puts Metro in the

land-use planning business

with the authority to override

local land-use decisions it

also gives Metro more taxing

authority than it currently has

say deep-six it

Immediate closure of Tro
jan Measures and Both

are no-nos They are too dras
tic Closing Trojan before al
ternative energy sources and

plans have been developed

would be foolhardy to say the

least

Ballot measures candidates and boycotts

LU


