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Zoo train returns
After a yearlong hiatus, the zoo railway is set to reopen to the 
public—just in time to carry visitors along a brand new route for 
the 2014 ZooLights season. 

In June, the Oregon Zoo sent the Centennial steam locomotive 
and the iconic Zooliner to Pacific Power Group in Ridgefield, 
Washington for repairs and refurbishing. Over the summer, 
Pacific Power’s experts gave the engines a total overhaul—
installing a new smoke box and steel frame carriage on the 
Centennial and giving the Zooliner a new diesel engine with 
advanced emissions-control technology. Both trains received 
custom paintwork to spruce them up while retaining their 
historic attributes.

At the same time, construction crews were hard at work 
updating a route that hadn’t changed since the trains first 
carried zoo visitors more than 50 years ago. The new half-mile 
loop will circle an elevated trestle in the forest north of Elephant 
Lands, offering spectacular views of the ZooLights display  
and Portland’s famous pachyderms when the spacious  
North Meadow section of their new habitat opens in 2015.  

Zoo train engines receive new parts and a fresh paint job 
at Pacific Power Group in Ridgefield, Washington.
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Creating a world-class elephant habitat
Since the birth of Packy in 1962, 
the Oregon Zoo’s elephants have 
inspired millions of visitors to 
appreciate and care about wildlife. 
In February 2014, the celebrated 
herd stepped into a new era when 
they walked into the first portion of 
their new habitat, Elephant Lands. 
The most ambitious project in the 
Oregon Zoo’s 125-year history, 
Elephant Lands brings together 
science-based care and thoughtful 
design to produce an amazing 
exhibit that will delight and educate 
visitors for generations to come. 

Construction of Elephant 
Lands began in 2013, and the 
project is scheduled for completion 
in 2015. The zoo is building the 
exhibit thanks to the community-
supported zoo bond measure 
passed in 2008. Four times larger 

than the current elephant habitat, 
it will extend around the eastern 
edge of the zoo and encompass 
rolling meadows, 4-foot-deep sand 
yards and one of the world’s largest 
indoor elephant facilities, offering 
stunning views of the Oregon  
Zoo herd.

“To thrive at the Oregon Zoo, 
elephants need to move, interact 
with other members of the herd 
and the males need to be able to 
come in and out of the herd as 
they do in the wild,” said Bob Lee, 
the zoo’s elephant curator. “This 
habitat provides elephants with 
the opportunity to do all of that. It 
also lets us at the zoo apply our five 
decades of knowledge about what 
works for elephants and make the 
habitat as functional and purposeful 
as possible.”

15,000 
Cubic yards of sand 

at Elephant Lands for 
maintaining healthy feet

The Zoo Animal Presenter (ZAP) program entered its 15th year 
in 2014, marking a decade and a half of providing teens from 
underserved communities with valuable work experience while 
strengthening their connection to the natural world.

A demonstration of the zoo’s educational mission, the three-year 
paid internship program gives young adults exposure to careers 
in education and the natural sciences and empowers them 
to become positive role models in their own neighborhoods. 
“Without the skills I learned at ZAP, I wouldn’t have accomplished 
all the goals I had set out for myself in high school,” said ZAP 
alum Tatiana Umaña. “The ZAP program allows teens to find 
themselves in a way they never thought of before.”

ZAP members provide live animal outreach programming to 
children and families across the Metro region—as of 2014, nearly 
93,000 local young children had participated in a presentation 
delivered by a ZAP member. ZAP partners with social service 
agencies to engage diverse audiences that would not typically 
receive conservation education, primarily residents of diverse, 
low-income neighborhoods where ZAP members live.

$1,579,432
Total support from the Oregon Zoo 

Foundation for Zoo Animal Presenter and 
Urban Nature Overnight programs,  

2000-2014

Engaging the community

When was your last 
visit to the Oregon 
Zoo? Chances are, 
you came away 
awestruck by the 
wonder and beauty of 
the animals and their 
surroundings. Our 
mission is to inspire 

our guests to take action on their behalf.

The past year has been one of the most 
pivotal in Oregon Zoo history. Thanks 
to support from our community, we 
accomplished several key projects. We 
began construction on Elephant Lands—a 
world-class habitat that sets a new bar 
for elephant welfare and education—and 
opened the new Condors of the Columbia 
exhibit, the result of our decade-long effort 
to bring this important species back from 
near extinction. Soon, the refurbished zoo 
train will run along a reconfigured route 

providing guests with exciting new viewing 
opportunities.  

These important projects are funded by 
the 2008 zoo bond and demonstrate the 
zoo’s commitment to fulfill our promise to 
voters: increasing capacity for conservation 
education, protecting animal health and 
safety, and improving sustainability through 
new exhibits. 

As part of Metro, the zoo continues to play 
a central role in preserving the region’s 
natural beauty and supporting a thriving 
economy. I invite you to learn more about 
the projects that will define the zoo for 
the next generation in this report and at 
oregonzoo.org.

From the interim director

Teri Dresler, Oregon Zoo interim director
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Restoring species  
in our backyard and beyond

Formed in 2013, 
the Oregon Zoo’s 
Conservation Action 
Team, or CAT, is working 
to inspire people to 
take action on behalf of 
wildlife. When families 
stop for a few moments 
to see animals and 
explore exhibits, CAT 
has the opportunity to 
provide information 
about the threats that 
issues like the illegal 
ivory trade and palm 
oil production pose to 
sensitive habitats. 

The Conservation 
Action Team is a diverse 
collection of zoo staff 
and volunteers that 
includes zookeepers, 
conservation scientists 
and members of 
the education and 
communications 
teams. By focusing on 
initiatives with a direct 
zoo connection, the 
Conservation Action 
Team is able to engage 
visitors about the 
challenges facing the 
species they see at  
the zoo.

The Oregon Zoo’s impact on wildlife reaches far beyond Washington 
Park—extending to habitats across the western United States where 
the zoo is partnering with conservation groups, government agencies 
and other zoos to restore populations of imperiled native species.
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California condor
By 1987, the entire California condor population had been 
reduced to 22 individuals. Today, lead poisoning poses 
a significant threat to these endangered birds. The zoo 
operates a condor breeding facility at the Jonsson Center 
for Wildlife Conservation in Clackamas County.

Western pond turtle
Destruction of wetland habitat has severely reduced the 
western pond turtle population. The zoo participates in a 
head-starting project to help vulnerable hatchling turtles avoid 
predators in early life.

Oregon spotted frog
Once common in the Pacific Northwest, the Oregon spotted frog has 
disappeared from 95 percent of its range, largely due to habitat loss and 
the negative impact of invasive species such as the American bullfrog. 
Since 1998, the zoo has worked with conservation partners to monitor, 
study and recover populations of these amphibians.

Future for 
Wildlife turns 15
Over the past 15 years, the 
Future for Wildlife program 
has grown from a small effort 
to protect penguins in Peru 
into a worldwide conservation 
program for threatened and 
endangered species and 
ecosystems.

Community support 
has played a crucial role 
throughout the program’s 
history. In 1998, Dr. David 
Shepherdson, the zoo’s 
deputy conservation manager, 
visited Punta San Juan, Peru, 
where he learned about 
the desperate need for 
funding to protect a colony 
of endangered Humboldt 
penguins. When he returned 
to the zoo, he worked with 
the Oregon Zoo Foundation 
to raise funds for the project, 
forming the basis of the Future 
for Wildlife program. 

Today, Future for Wildlife is an 
ongoing partnership between 
the zoo and the foundation 
that provides grants to local 
and global conservation 
efforts. Over the years, Future 
for Wildlife grants have helped 
protect species ranging from 
the California condor to the 
giant panda. 

Oregon spo
Once common

Oregon silverspot butterfly
The species once fluttered across prairies west of the Cascade Mountains, from 
British Columbia through Oregon’s Willamette Valley. Today, 99 percent of 
the silverspot’s range has become farmland, pasture and city. The zoo and its 
conservation partners are working to revegetate its range and at the same 
time, rear and release butterflies to increase wild populations.

p
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Columbia Basin pygmy rabbit
Widespread conversion of sagebrush lands for agriculture 
pushed the Columbia Basin population of North America’s 
smallest rabbit to the brink of extinction. By 2002, only 
16 pygmy rabbits remained in Washington. The zoo is 
working to restore this species, and in 2011—for the first 
time in more than a decade—the Columbia Basin pygmy 
rabbit bred and gave birth in its historic range. 

Taylor’s checkerspot butterfly
Almost two centuries of agriculture and urban growth in its native habitat 
crowded out this butterfly. As of 2009, its range was limited to 12 isolated 
sites in Washington, two in Oregon and one in Canada. The zoo is rearing 
and releasing checkerspot butterflies to build populations and restore 
this pollinator to the remaining areas of its historic range.

s native habitat 
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Building 
conservation 
connections
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Each day, the Oregon Zoo builds connections 
between people and animals—informing 
visitors, spurring action and supporting 
conservation efforts in our region and 
around the globe. 

One of the zoo’s newest exhibits, Condors 
of the Columbia, takes that mission to the 
next level, providing visitors with a view of 
condors in Portland for the first time in  
more than 100 years. 

Condors of the Columbia opened on May 
24, 2014, and is now home to three non-
releasable birds from the condor recovery 
program. Today, Oregon Zoo visitors 
have the opportunity to see these colorful, 
intelligent and highly endangered birds up 
close and learn about the challenges to 
their survival.

California condors are the largest land birds 
in North America, and they once ranged 
from British Columbia to Baja California 
and inland to the Rocky Mountains. These 
incredible birds are massive, stretching 
10 feet from wingtip to wingtip. When 
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark made 
their historic journey to the Oregon coast, 
the California condor soared above the 
Columbia River. But by the 1980s, the 
species had all but disappeared. 

Condors of the Columbia is a symbol of 
the zoo’s commitment to species recovery 
and habitat conservation. The exhibit 
tells the story of condors’ historic fall and 
their current rise, guiding visitors through 
the zoo’s decade-long condor recovery 
effort at the Jonsson Center for Wildlife 
Conservation. In 2003, the zoo joined 
the national condor recovery program in 
conjunction with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, San Diego Wildlife Park, the Los 
Angeles Zoo and many other partners. 
Named for the “buzzards of the Columbia” 
mentioned in Lewis’ expedition journal, the 
habitat is the third of eight major projects 
funded by the community-supported zoo 
bond measure.

Opening one year to the day after its 2013 
groundbreaking, the $2.3 million project was 
completed on schedule and under budget. 

By bringing families face to face with these critically 
endangered birds, the exhibit provides visitors 
with the opportunity to observe a species that was 
nearly extinct and to learn about continued threats 
from lead and trash in the environment. 

“This amazing exhibit brings together the best of 
what the zoo has to offer by providing a greater 
understanding of the history of the region we live 
in and our place in it,” said Kelli Walker, senior 
condor keeper.  

Thanks to you, a new zoo
In 2008, voters across the region approved a $125 
million bond measure to support new construction, 
renovation and innovation at the Oregon Zoo. 
The bond put the zoo in a strong position to 
protect animal health and safety, expand access to 
conservation education and increase sustainability.

In the past year, zoo bond funds enabled 
completion of the $2.3 million Condors of the 
Columbia exhibit and the first section of the  

$57 million Elephant Lands project.The entire 
6.25-acre home for the herd is slated for 
completion in 2015. 

Other current bond-supported projects include 
construction of a service access road, rerouting 
of the zoo train loop, relocation of the zoo’s 
Wildlife Live headquarters and plans for a new zoo 
education center scheduled to begin construction 
in 2015.

$1,894,377
Total support from the  

Oregon Zoo Foundation for the zoo’s 
condor recovery efforts, 2000-2014

“ This amazing exhibit brings together 
the best of what the zoo has to offer by 
providing a greater understanding of the 
history of the region we live in and our 
place in it.”

– Kelli Walker, senior condor keeper

New condor habitat demonstrates 
commitment to conservation
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With deepest gratitude, we honor those who support the Oregon Zoo’s commitment 
to conservation, education and animal welfare. The following individuals and organizations helped advance the zoo’s 
efforts in these areas with generous gifts to the Oregon Zoo Foundation between January 2013 and June 2014.
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Thank you – continued
Roger Adams and Barbara Hansel
Libby Adcock and Jack Bernhardsen
Marylou Alberdt
Mark and Cathy Alder
Diane and Jason Alexander
Lane Allen
Alternative Service - Oregon, Inc.
Bill and Barbara Anderson
David and Kristen Antezana
Don and Shirley Ashley
Eric and Carrie Ask
Bethany and Aaron Bacci
Susan and Grover Bagby
Theresa and David Bakker
Dr. David and Linda Barno
Dick and Debbie Barsotti
On Behalf of Kasey Bartley
James and Barbara Base
Janet and Edward Bausch
Kathryn and Monty Beal
Beaverton Infinity
Judy Becker and Family
Alan and Barbara Bellanca
Phil and Joanna Berry
The Bertapelle Family
Karen and Ronald Billion
Tammy and Kirk Bittler
Roger and Judith Blecher
Sam and Corinne Bosch
Doneta and John Bradford
Kenneth Brashier and  
Andrew Wallace
Harold Brevig

Philip and Connie Brothers
Bruce and Barbara Brown
Noreeta Brown and  
Paul F. Rectenwald
William and Linda Brown
Vicki Bucklin and Mitch Brown
Alan and June Burton
Patricia and Steven Burton
Deborah and Jeffrey Busby
Odell Bushnell and Melissa Watson
Jeanne Butcher and Connie 
Macomber
Ellyn Bye
Paul and Marylyn Caliendo
Katherine Cameron
George and Maydel Cashdollar
CH2M Hill
Brandy Chastain
Chevron USA Inc
Craig and Cherie Cline
Mary Cobey
Helen and Bud Coe
Larry Collins
Ron and Jean Comstock
Sonja L. Connor
Jeff Cordill and Kara Kinley
Donald A Correll
Susan Couveau and Joel Clark
Damiris Daboub and Damaris 
Cazares
Chris Davais
Jeremy and Jennifer Davis
Adrienne Devecka and Chris Palaske
Paul and Maureen Devore

Debbie and Dan Deymonaz
The Dillon Family
Allen Dobbins
Ken and Laura Dobyns
Marietta Doney and Family
Sue and Ben Donora
Anna Duncan and Sandy Erickson
Linda Dunk
Suzanne and John Eberle
James and Linda Eden
Mark and Ann Edlen
Gary and Constance Edwards
Karen Ehlbeck
Betty Ehleringer
Diane Elliot, MD
Steve and Amy Ellis
Marco and Macy Enciso
Mike and Laura Estes
Gordon Evans
Steven and Annemarie Eversmeyer
Thomas and Nancy Eyer
Family Solutions
Jan T. Fancher
Scot and Michelle Faulkner-Giddings
F. Davis and Virginia Finch
Beverly and Elmer Fischer
Alan and Sharon Folkman
Karen Freelander and Sarah Riddle
Don Frisbee
Full Creative
Frank Gabbey and Jill Reynolds
Cynthia A. Gardner
GE Foundation
Michael and Carol Gilbert

John and Emma Gilleland
Deborah Gilmore
Chris and Kirsten Goetz
Sarah Goldhammer
Jackie and John Goldrick
Gayle Gow
Jack Grinnell
Raymond Grossaint
Dr. and Mrs. Hans Grunbaum
Merrily and Bob Haas
Carolyn Hainline and Jim Boydston
Brandy and Evan Halprin
Bill and Linda Hammersley
Don and Ann Hammond
Tori and Mark Hanna
Janet and Richard Hansen
Howard and Molly Harris
Henry Harrison
John and Shirlene Hartup
Sonja L. Haugen
Steve and Tina Hayward
James and Carol Hibbs
Nancy Hickey
Cinda Hill
Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan G. Hill
Patricia Hilsinger and Elizabeth 
Gallardo
Ronna and Eric Hoffman Fund of 
The Oregon Community Foundation
Gail and Bob Holcomb
The Holland Family Foundation
Robin and Doug Holman
Marilyn and Anthony Hoppe
Thomas and Sue Horstmann

C and B Howell
Steve and Kris Hudson
John and Carolyn Hussa
IBM Corporation
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
Judi Imig
Richard and Sammy Iwata
Lee Jackson
Dick and Mary Jaffe
Karla and William Jans
Sterling Jaquith and Lori Meyer
Didi and Loy Johnson
Duane and Cheryl Johnson
Morgan and Judy Johnson
Bob and Kathy Johnson
Greg and Linda Jones
John Jurkowski
Gabriel and Ana Kalmanek
Sherry Kam and Dana Samples
Marjorie and Harold Kaski
Mike and Sarah Keele
Robert and Mary Keliikoa
Lisa and Jordi Kellogg
Karen Kelly
Louise Kent
Chad, Toni, Ethan, and Landon Kissee
David and Lanette Klau
John and Sheryl Knappenberger
Jacqueline Koe
Richard, Patricia and Violet Kozak
Carol and Charles Kreiter
Dean and Deborah Kruse
Sandra and Michael Kuenzi
Marsha Kyle

Through the generosity of individuals, families and corporate and foundation partners, the 
Oregon Zoo Foundation advances the zoo’s mission of inspiring the community to create a 
better future for wildlife. Each year, the Oregon Zoo Foundation provides funds to support 
the operation of the zoo and to enhance efforts in conservation, education and animal welfare. 

The foundation performs investment and endowment management functions for the funds with which it has been entrusted. The foundation 
manages four board-designated endowment funds in support of the zoo and maintains unrestricted investments that are available for the zoo’s 
unforeseen needs. The foundation administers these funds and acts as fiduciary, monitoring investment performance and compliance with 
foundation investment policy. Endowment appropriations are available annually in support of the zoo.

Oregon Zoo Foundation financials
for fiscal year 2013-2014

Revenue Expenses

Zoo  
operations
2,230,001

Animal 
welfare

1,541,896

Education
119,439

Conservation
345,459

Membership
4,345,601

Investment
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1,193,575
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4,236,795

Membership
program
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1,098,936

Contributions
1,606,848
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Lylah Rose Landeros
Keith Lanier and Rita Braziel
Thomas and Judith Laronge
Curtis and Cindy Larson
Kyra and Aidan Lauersdorf
Susan Lay and Antony Nickles
Mary LeJeune
David and Pamela Leland
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Paul Levy and Jin-Hee Kim
Hugh and Mair Lewis
Maureen Lienert and Amy Donnelly
Ross Lienhart and  
Sheila Edwards-Lienhart
Roberta Linn and Amy Knight
The Lipinsky Family
Paul and Leah Lively
Steven Lloyd and Kolu Westcot
Genelle and Darrell Lockwood
Keith and Martha Loeffler
Dorothy and Eric Loftin
Sharlene and Leonard Ludwig
Melinda and Kim MacColl
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Dawn Marttila and Nancy 
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DeeAnne and James McCall
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Harriett McCollister
Don McCollum and Marilyn Tate
William C McCormick Family
Bonnie and Dean McFadden
Alex McGladrey and Erin Chapman

William and Diane McLean
Martin and Catherine McLendon
Eric and Janine Mercer
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Kathryn K. Miller
John L. Montany
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Kristine Sharp
Joel Mullin and Sheri Katz
Jean and Carl Natter
Tomi Nelson
Network For Good
Carol and Gordon Neumann
Eric and Robin Nichols
Kevin and Trish Nixon
Lucille and Francis Norton
Sara Fay Nyland
Jorie and John Olson
Linda and William Opray
Oregon State Grange
Jo Ellen Osterlind
Mandy Padrick
Regina and Glenn Dimmick
Clint and Teal Parham
Lara and Devon Pearsall
Angela and Gregory Peck
Pelican Pub and Brewery
Janice and Leo Pelster
Bill and Sue Penhollow
Analene Pentopoulos and  
Brian Stevens
Perez-Virgen
PetCo Foundation

Barbara Peterson
Donna and Aubrey Peterson
Jed and Elisabeth Peterson
Jim and Shannon Petrone Family
Christopher Pfefferkorn
Dede L. Pitts
Jane and Harold Pollin
Hugh Potter
Faye Prince
Alan Pruder and Noel Larsen
Alan Purdy
Rulon Quanstrom and Cindy Hansen
Laura and Martin Ramirez
Phyllis J. Ray
Kelly and Kevin Reavis
Earl and Lola Redding
Andrew Reid
OSU Alumni Association
Vicky and Linda Rhodes
Mike and Sandy Rice
Byron and Betty Riley
Christie and Richard Ripkowski
Chris and Anita Robinson
Ron Wilson Center
Natasha and Brian Ruess
Thomas and Carolyn Russell
Marybeth and Tim Salyers
Anthony and Michele Schmitz
Brandi and Gregory Schnitzer
Thomas Schultz
SELCO Community Credit Union
Penny and Peter Serrurier
Kathleen Sheard
Sharron and Jerry Shipley

Carol and Tom Shults
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Lance and Marisela Steinberg
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Charles and Heidi Sundin
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Joann and Richard Taylor
Roland and Connie Taylor
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Chenoah and Jay Torgerson
Doris and Douglas Towne
June Tremain and Nancy Huppertz
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From the Oregon Zoo  
Foundation director

A trip to the zoo can create 
memories that last a lifetime. 
Interacting with animals from 
around the globe has an 
incredible power to inspire 
wonder and foster a deeper 
understanding of our place in 
the world. When we couple 
this experience with education 
about the challenges facing 

the world’s ecosystems, it becomes more than a 
memory—it becomes action.

Landon Clark first saw Inji the orangutan when 
he was two. Six years later, Landon learned more 
about the threat that palm oil harvesting posed to 
the habitat that sustains orangutans in the wild. He 
responded by urging his family to take action in their 
own home by replacing some products that contain 
palm oil and by collecting money, which he donated 
to the zoo to help conservation efforts worldwide. 

This strong bond between humans and 
the natural world doesn’t stop at the 
zoo gates. This year, the Zoo Animal 
Presenters program celebrated 15 years of 
mentoring teens and connecting children 
in underserved communities with animals 
and the environment. The program has 
been life-changing for teens like Tatiana 
Umaña, and all of us at the Oregon Zoo 
Foundation are proud to generate support 
for this valuable program. 

Thank you for your commitment to the 
future of the Oregon Zoo. Together, 
we’ll continue building a zoo that brings 
everyone in our community closer to the 
natural world. 

Jani Iverson, Oregon Zoo Foundation director

*Thank you for your support. Please contact giving@oregonzoo.org with any corrections or updates. 
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Oregon Zoo Foundation
Through the generosity of individuals, families 
and corporate and foundation partners, the 
Oregon Zoo Foundation advances the zoo’s 
mission of inspiring the community to create 
a better future for wildlife. Since 1997, the 
foundation contributed more than $52 million 
to support the Oregon Zoo’s conservation, 
education and animal welfare programs.

oregonzoo.org/ozf

165,797
Volunteer hours performed at the  

Oregon Zoo in FY 2013-2014

1,525
Volunteers at the  

Oregon Zoo in FY 2013-2014
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Making a great, wild place
Spread across 64 acres of natural beauty, the Oregon Zoo 
is home to more than 2,200 animals from 260 different 
species. Some, like the lion cubs, have just recently 
joined the Oregon Zoo family, while others have thrived 
for decades. All these creatures delight families on a 
daily basis and help educate visitors about the wonders 
and challenges of our natural world.

The Oregon Zoo is owned and operated by Metro, 
serving nearly 1.5  million people in 25 cities in 
Clackamas, Multnomah and Washington counties.

Whether your roots in the region run generations deep 
or you moved to Oregon last week, you have your own 
reasons for loving this place —and Metro wants to keep it 
that way. Help shape the future of the greater Portland 
region and discover tools, services and places that make 
life better today.

 oregonmetro.gov            oregonzoo.org


