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MINUTES OF THE TRI-COUNTY LOCrAĈ OVERNMENT COMMISSION MEETING 

Held: January 20, 1977 - 7:30 p.m. 

MEMBERS PJRESENT: Cease, Chairperson; Kalani, Mays, McGilvra, Montgomery, 
Night ingale, Opray, Siinpson, Sprecher, Stuhr 

EXCUSED: Halvorson, Bai ley, Bayless, Blunt, Bonyhadi, Br ick ley, 
Burgess, Clarno, Her re l l , Jaeger, Jordan, K i rkpat r ick , 
Maier, Nees, Nelson, Rieke, Rosenbaum, Russell, Schedeen, 
Stahl , Stevenson, Te l fe r , Tippens, Viebber, Yost. 

STAFF: Rich, Macpi.Grson, M i tche l l , Cross 
GUEST: B i l l Meyer, Representative - Metro Area Perspective 

The Chairman cal led the meeting to order at 7:30 and asked for reports from 
the ongoing committees. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Montgomery reported that the Community and Neighborhood Organization Committee 
is v;orking on a speci f ic statement to be supported by the f u l l Commission. 
The committee has looked at s t ructures, funct ions, aid options avai lable to 
c i t i zens interested in forming a neighborhood group and has also considered 
addi t ional respons ib i l i t i es fo r those groups already in operation. The com-
mittee is t r y i ng not to harness the dif ferences among groups. I t has been 
decided that the new MSC w i l l be able to determine c r i t e r i a fo r legit imacy i f 
t h i s is desired. 

Night ingale, Chairman - City-County-Special D i s t r i c t s Committee, reported that 
the committee has heard testimony from representatives from service d i s t r i c t s , 
and elected o f f i c i a l s and administrators from c i t i e s and counties. Duplication 
of services by the c i t y and county has emerged as a major concern. The commit-
tee has recommended that c i t i e s be excused from paying for county services that 
are used pr imar i l y in unincorporated areas and which the c i t i e s provide fo r 
t he i r own residents. The committee is also looking at an annexation proposal 
by Don Carlson of the Boundary Commission and the topic of intergovernmental 
contracts. 

Stuhr reported that the Long Range Options Committee has decided to look at the 
ideal approach but has recognized the d i f f i c u l t i e s inherent in planning fo r the 
fu ture . The committee analyzed two pr inc ip le options: (1) a Statute Change 
which would consolidate the three counties and, (2) ta const i tu t ional amendment 
which could consolidate the counties as well as define the relat ionships between 
an upper and lower t i e r . The l a t t e r solut ion would effectuate the Commission's 
proposals made las t October and is the one recommended by the Committee. 

The Committee has benefited from an analysis of the ex is t ing two- t ie r re la t i on -
ships in Dade County, F lor ida; Toronto, Canada; and England. Gus Mat tersdor f f , 
a guest speaker at one of the committee m.eetings, explained governmental organi-
zation in London. 



LEGISLATIVE REPORT 

Cross reported that the Commission's leg is la t i ve proposal i s now House b i l l 
2070 and has been referred to the House Intergovernmental A f fa i rs Committee, 
chaired by Glenn Otto, with Vice-Chairman Paul Hanneman, Otto would l i ke to 
move quickly with the b i l l and a f te r a meeting of Rich, Cross, and Otto las t 
week i t was decided there w i l l be a presentation by the Commission to the House 
Committee on Friday, January 28, at 1:30 p.m. This presentation w i l l be s imi lar 
to the meetings with the Interim Committee las t f a l l , during which the basics 
of the b i l l and the rat ionale were presented. 

Public meetings have been scheduled in each of the three counties. The f i r s t 
w i l l be held on February 14, at 7:30 p.m. at Portland City Hal l , followed by 
another on Febraury 16, at 7:30 p.m. at Clackamas High School. The public meet-
ing in Washington County is scheduled for 7:00 p.m., February 17, in Beaverton 
at Portland General E lec t r i c ' s Western Division Building. There w i l l be a 
b r ie f presehtation of the b i l l , then c i t i zen testimony w i l l be heard. The 
House Committee w i l l want to hear from non-commission members f i r s t . The Com-
mission w i l l be sending out notices about the hearings. I f you know of anyone 
who would be w i l l i n g to t e s t i f y in favor of the b i l l , please no t i f y s t a f f so 
that we may contact them. 

I t i s expected that there w i l l be many ant i - reg iona l is ts at these public hear-
ings, so i t is c r i t i c a l that we encourage people supportive of our b i l l to 
attend. 

Montgomery asked about the strategy planned before the public meetings. 

Cross repl ied that the Commission members who are c i t y council representatives 
have met and are arranging for local presentations of the b i l l . We have had 
favorable press coverage despite a fev/ misleading headlines. We would be happy 
to discuss the b i l l with any group that would l i ke to have us, so please no t i f y 
s t a f f i f such a poss ib i l i t y ex is ts . I t would s t i l l be valuable and worthwhile 
to ta lk with leg is la tors to express your in terest and remind them about the 
importance of the b i l l . 

We are t ry ing to meet with metropolitan leg is la tors who were not involved with 
the Interim Committee las t f a l l . We want to be aware of the i r concerns before 
i t goes to the f loor so that we may address them d i rec t l y . 

Montgomery asked how th is would a f fec t the rest of the state? 

Cross repl ied that although there may be no immediate impact fo r the rest of 
the state, the proposal may have an e f fec t a f te r i t goes in to operation. The 
Eugene and Ashland/Medford areas along with several COGS are interested in the 
b i l l for th is reason. 

Cease stated that various groups or individuals may be c r i t i c a l of par t icu lar 
aspects. The real issue is to show support fo r the concept. There are ten or • 
twelve b i l l s on regional issues th is session. The existence and operation,of 
the Commission has generated in terest in th is issue. 

Cross repeated the necessity of generating support from outside of the Commission, 

Nightingale asked what the process w i l l be for handling on-the-spot concessions 
regarding the b i l l . 
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Discussion followed on what the Commission's role w i l l be; whether the approval 
of the f u l l Commission would be asked or not, and whether or not there would be 
any reason to modify the Commission's posi t ion. 

Agreed that the Commission would not w i l l i n g l y give up anything. 

Agreed that the Executive Committee w i l l be called upon to meet i f Commission 
decisions are necessary. Anyone else who would l i ke to be involved with th is 
process should l e t s t a f f know and v/ i l l then be no t i f ied i f the occasion arises. 

Cease introduced B i l l Meyer, representative from the Metro Area Perspective, to 
speak about the poss ib i l i t y of a continuing Tri-County Commission. 

Meyer explained that the major problems with such an organization are, (1) the 
often abstract nature of the organization and, (2) the lack of cont inui ty . 

Discussion follov/ed on the poss ib i l i t y of i n i t i a t i n g a c i t izens group in the 
Tri-County area. 

Agreed that Bob Simpson w i l l chair a three person committee with Wanda Mays and 
Pete Snedecor, and w i l l look in to the poss ib i l i t i es of forming a Tri-County 
c i t izens organization. 

Meeting adjourned 8:45 p.m. 
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