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OREGON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
17330 SE Evelyn Street
Clackamas, OR 97018
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OREGON \V,
rA De Wildlife
Intra Departmental

Flsh & Wildlte
Date: February 4, 2000 f
To: Jennell Hoehne
From: Al Smith":"e“:"‘ﬁ
Subject: Letter for Chairman McCracken’s signature

['was requested (see artached memos) to answer a letter (copy attached) sent to Chairman
McCracken regerding Smith-Bybee Lakes. Ihave provided a hard copy of the draft
response and a disc. Please let me know if there are questions about my response.

The crux of the issue is that Mr. Egan is focused on angling at Smith-Bybee and the
resource agencies need to lock at the broader ecosystem picture, especially with ESA
listings and sensitive species. I spoketo hima couple of months ago in response to a
similar letter he had written to Ray Temple in Fish Division.

Holly Michael, wildlife diversity biologist, and Yim Morgan, Metro, reviewed the letter.
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Date
William E. Egan
6884 N. Hudson

Portland, OR 97203
Dear Mr. Egan:

Thank you for taking the time to express your concerns about Metro’s proposed change
in water management at Smith-Bybee Lakes. I will try and address some general issues
about management of the lakes and then address some of the specific points you brought

up.

Metro is independent of the Department of Fish and Wildlife in its management direction
for the lakes. However, ODFW has had a representative on the advisory group that led to
the Smith-Bybee management plan. ODFW (and other groups and agencies) will have
the opportunity to comment on the fill remaval permit needed before the new water
management structure is built.

Circumstances have changed.since the current structure was completed. ODFW, as well
as other natural resource agencies, have to consider a broad range of native animals in
any resource decision. Paramount for the Columbia River drainage are the federally
listed salmon and steelhead species. Rearing and migrating young of these species use
areas like Smith-Bybee Lakes and will benefit from a more natural water level regime.
They will be able to enter and then leave when they are ready.

Many native wildlife species will benefit from a return to more natural water level
fluctuations. This should increase forage and cover for native wildlife such as the red-
legged frog, long-toed salamander and painted turtle. The changing water levels should
reduce numbers of non-native bullfrogs which prey on juvenile turtles. More seasonal
foraging areas would be available to mink, red fox and weasels. Other small mammal
populations would also increase. Many of the native plants that depend on natural water
level fluctuations, such as wapato and sedges, are important food for waterfow! and
shorebirds.

The proposed water management structure will have the flexibility for a wide range of
management options. The proposed plan will be evaluated and could be changed to meet
unforeseen needs. One of these needs that you mentioned would be botulism if it again
occurs in waterfow! at Smith-Bybee.

Several years ago ODFW warmwater fish biologists met with Metro biologists to try and
evaluate the impacts to warmwater fish and fishing from the proposed water management
change It was not clear how the change would impact the biology of the warmwater fish
species. There were thought to be positives and negatives. The flushing should reduce
carp numbers which are by far the dominant fish species in the lakes. There will

P.003/009
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definitely be reduced angler access after July as you pointed out. Access for spring
fishing, which more people take advantage of, should remain the same.

[ hope I have addressed some of your concerns, and, again, thank you for expressing your
Views,

Sincerely,

Paul N. McCracken
Chairman, Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission

P.004/009
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William E. Egan
6884 N. Hudson
Portland, OR 97202 DRAFT

Dear Mr. Egan-

Thank you for taking the time 1o ©XQPrEss your concems about Metro's proposed change
IN WAIET management a Smith-Bybee Lakes, I will try and address some general 1ssues
about management of the lakes and then address some of the specific points yoy brought

up

Merro is independent of the Department of Fish and Wildlife in irs management direction
for the lakes However, ODFW has had 2 Tepreseniative on the advisory group that led to
the Smith-Bybee maragement pian. ODFW (and ather groups and agencies) wil] have
the oppartunity to camment an the fill removal permit needed before the new water
management structure {5 buile,

Circumstances have changed since the currens struciure was completed ODFW, as well
43 other natural resource agencies, have to consider a hroad range of native animals in
any resource decision  Paramaunt for the Columbia River dra.nage are the federally
listed $almon and steelhead species. Rearing and mugrating young of these species use
areas {ike Smith-Bybee Lakes and will benefit from a mare natural water level regime.
They will be able to enger and then leave when they are ready

Many native wildiife species will benefit from a rerumn 1o more natural water level
fluctustions. This should increase forage and cover for narive wildlife such as the red-
legged frog, long-toed salamander and painted turtle. The changing water levels should
recuce numbers of non-native bullfrogs which prey on juvenile wrtles. More seasonal
foragirg areas wauld be available to mink, red fox and weasels Other sma)) riammal
populations would alse increase. Many of the native plants that depend on natural water
level ﬂuctuatﬁions, such as wﬁgam andsscdges, are ;mpgn}nﬁaﬁgr wat%x}fzu! fg wiuds Hereh

{ oyEr L wdge fug el & wee g
MU ¥ orTibigirt gt siirle ek Fhty havt devimated, 1
The proposed water management structure will hove the flexibility far 2 wide range of
management aptians, nat just the one propased The propesed plan will be evaluated and
cauld be changsd 10 meet unfareseen needs One of these needs that you mentjonad
would be botultsm if it again oceurs in waterfow! at Smith-Bybee

Several years ago ODFPW warmwater fish bialogists met with Metrg biciogists ta try and
evalunie the impacts to warmwater fish and fishing fram the praposed water msnsgement
change. It was not clenr haw the change would impact the biology of the warmwater fish
species  There were thaught 1o be positives and negatives. The flushing should reduce
carp numbers which are by far the deminant fish ipecies in the lakes, There will
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definitely be reduced angler access after July &3 you pointed out. Access for spring
fishing, which more people take advarntage of, should remain the same

wope I have addressed some of your conecerns, and, agaj

n, thank you for expressing your
VWS,

Sincerely,

Paul N. McCracken
Chairman, Oregan Fish and Wildlife Commission

i vond reservar my&m
\The nega Tive rm/m)fg of Ha arlFota

Cmrco/f:vf e e,wrﬁ? dam ' Wy/4 Mwmm“fém{{ ﬂm/;/my

ﬁ% W{WM wu“}% A 7ﬁ/w mhv’tﬂﬁﬁ“wpﬁam M'N fwwd’ﬂ

ma"f mond mam;umerw?éaff‘?%y wa quvw%a//@

j by Tichd
5W6A o 5 W//MM (297 /w 0‘7C dﬂf‘/

| dhying. The

owr $ wo{ wm’a-a/ 75/0‘9”& 87 ?— ‘
f/ sa/ ?‘tj con Tirt :/’Fm/fhsz th f‘Mea/ 7% AW//J mdL
propeset

. Thhass amd
‘ s Jnenars et ¢ i

| m m M%f— ?’ g;‘”d ~
e i £ st

TOTAL P.23



600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736
TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1797

February 15, 2000

William E. Egan
6884 N Hudson

Portland, OR 972 {L
Dear Mz 2,
ank you for your letter of February 6, 2000, regarding Metro’s management of the Smith and

Bybee Lakes Wildlife Area. Iknow that you have spent a lot of time at the wildlife area and care
about it very much.

As you may know, the Smith and Bybee Lakes Wildlife Area is one of the largest remaining
wetlands in the region. Metro manages the area for its natural resource and passive recreational
values. One of our main objectives is to manage the lakes in a manner that is as faithful to their
natural condition as possible.

A key part of restoring the lakes’ natural condition is replacing the current water control
structure with one that provides Metro with more flexibility and control in manipulating water
levels in the lakes. Under the current regime, the lakes are slowly filling in with sediment and
organic material, wildlife diversity has decreased, the perimeter forest is disappearing, and the
overall habitat quality is declining. Metro wants to reverse that trend.

You stated a number of concerns in your letter, and I would like to respond to each one:

® Avian botulism — Outbreaks of this disease were widespread throughout the lower Columbia
River in the 1970s. One bird from Smith and Bybee Lakes was tested and found .infected,
and from this evidence the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) worked with the Port of
Portland to construct a dam. This was a controversial decision, but impoundment of the
lakes was intended to keep water levels high through late summer and early fall, dispersing
waterfowl to avoid spread of any botulism outbreaks that may occur. Allowing water

Recycled Paper
www.metro-region.org
TDD 797 1804




levels to drop naturally through the summer will concentrate waterfowl on the lakes, and we
will monitor for any outbreaks. If and when botulism becomes a problem, the new water
control structure could be closed and the water surface area of the lakes can be increased
using an irrigation pump if necessary.

o Fish issues — Impounding the lakes has produced good conditions for warmwater fish growth
and angling, but fish surveys indicate limited recruitment in younger age classes of
largemouth bass and other warmwater game fish. Further, the water control structure may
block access to the lakes for downstream migrating salmonids or trap them in the lakes if
they move in during high water periods. A more natural flooding regime should benefit these
federally listed species, and angling access for warmwater fish species should remain good
from late fall through early summer.

o Beaver — The artificial conditions at Smith and Bybee Lakes has produced a large beaver
population, which has accelerated loss of surrounding forests. Trapping and moving beaver
is typically very difficult, time-consuming and expensive. When water levels are allowed to
fluctuate, some beaver will migrate out of the area. However, Smith and Bybee Lakes will
always have a core population of beaver.

o Western painted turtles — As you noted, the painted turtles also inhabit the wildlife area. We
are presently monitoring the turtle population and conducting research on their habitat use.
Like the other native species, the turtles became established at Smith and Bybee Lakes when
it flooded naturally and they should benefit from replacing the current water control
structure, especially as populations of predators such as bullfrogs decrease.

Finally, I want to emphasize that we are planning to replace the current water control structure
with one that provides Metro with greater control and flexibility. There will be times when we
want to hold water in the lakes, for example, to inhibit invasive plants while we are re-
establishing the native vegetation around the lakes’ edges. We will adapt our management at
Smith and Bybee Lakes Wildlife Area as problems arise and we learn how to resolve them.

I appreciate your interest in Smith and Bybee Lakes and hope that you continue to enjoy the area.

Mike Burton
Executive Officer
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Metro breaching Smith & Bybee
lake dam will cause more harm
than good

Dear Editor,

I am a long time resident of North Port-
land. I’ve lived here most of my life and
raised five boys. Over the years I’ve watched
as they filled in the lakes and slough in
Mocks Bottom (Swan Island) they filled in
a quarter of the lagoon. The lakes on the
Peninsula have been drained or filled until
Smith and Bybee Lakes and the surrounding
sloughs are about all that’s left.

Eighteen years ago an earthen dam was
placed on Smith and Bybee lakes. The pur-
pose was to control botulism which killed
2000 chicks and geese yearly. The dam
worked well, instead of the lakes going dry
after spring run-off they contained water
year round. Grass grew and the lakes sup-
port excellent bass and crappie populations
with bass to 12# and crappie to 4-plus being
caught. I saw and weighed the crappie. The
bass was entered in the Bass ‘N Magazine
National Contest and would have been on
state record had it been weighed on certified
scales and then it was photographed, meas-
ured and released.

This August, Metro is going to pull the
dam. The last survey of fish population in
Smithand Bybee wasdonein 1996. Itshowed
Salmon and Steelhead Smolt present in the
lake. 1996 was a high water year and Smolt
could be found in most flooded fields across
the state.

Before the dam, Smith and Bybee Lakes
would go dry in July and you could drive on
it by August. Bybee Lake had a clay/sand
base and held several inches of water. When
the dam is pulled we’ll lose the fishery and
the swampy mess that’s left will become a
haven for mosquitoes. The lakes which sit
higher than the slough won’texchange water

as (Emily Roth) former Metro biologist sug- |
gests until November rains raise the slough

level.

Friends of Smith and Bybee which I find to :

be more bird watchers than friends, want the

beavers gone so they won’t eat any more trees
and they seem to want the fishermen gone as &
well, so they can, quote Emily Roth, “watch &
* shore birds on the mud flats.” The beaver §
problem could be solved by trapping (dead or ¥
alive) and moving the beaver. All user groups &
could have access and use/share the lakes and §
their resources. , g

Returning this fishery to it’s natural state

will be a man made disaster as the public will

be the loser and in time Metro and the Port of
Portland may find an excuse to fill the lakes §
and use their 21,000 acres for industrial pur- &
poses. They brought North Portland the landfill §
(now closed), the parole and probation office |
and the new jail and detox center. Why not §

destroy these lakes and later fill them too.
The old jeep trails are gone I used to use to
duck hunt, in their place is a paved trail to the
lakes and bird watching stations. The grass
fields Metro mows. Natural state I think not.
The people of North Portland and the fishing
public is about to lose again to Metro and

environmentalist who do more harm than §

good.
Please look into this.
Sincerely,

William E. Egan

Show love for animals
Dear Editor,

February is the month of love, not just for
humans, but for our pets as well. It’s the time §
when “instinctual” love begins that creates §
thousands of unwanted and homeless ani-
mals. That’s why February is deemed na- E
tional “Spay/Neuter Awareness Month.” E

el- &
¥

During February (and all year long) sh
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600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE | PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736

TEL 503 797 1700 FAX 503 797 1797

March 9, 2000

Editor

St. Johns Review

11919 N Jantzen Dr #141
Portland, OR 97217

Dear Editor,

| read Bill Egan’s letter in the March 3 issue with great interest. Before | address his concerns
about the dam at Smith and Bybee Lakes Wildlife Area, | want to get the facts straight about
who is doing what. The St. Johns Landfill was the City of Portland’s dump for about 50 years.
As a Metro Councilor in the early 1980’s, | got Metro to take it over so we could close the mess.
As a state legislator for the district, | was able to see final closure with a bill | had passed in
1985 — that same bill set up the fees for the North Portland Enhancement Fund which in the
latest round awarded over $200,000 to projects in the area. So if anything, Metro should be
credited with closing and cleaning up the dump and making lemonade out of a lemon.

Mr. Egan is correct in stating that Smith and Bybee Lakes Wildlife Area and the nearby
Columbia Slough are the last remnants of a large wetland complex that covered the peninsula
and was home to a stunning variety and abundance of fish and wildlife. These wetlands were
dynamic, flooding with the fall rains and spring runoff and slowly drying over the summer. The
changing water levels supported a habitat diversity that in turn supported a wide array of fish

and wildlife, including young salmon seeking feeding and resting areas on their way to the
ocean. .

When the dam was put in place in 1982, this dynamic system became stagnant, and the habitat
immediately began to decline. Salmon no longer had two-way access to the lakes; any that
came in with the floods were stranded and died. The willow forests on the wetland’s edge
flooded and trees began to die from constant saturation or harvest by the expanding beaver
population. The mudflats were no longer exposed to the air; the aquatic insects that once were
abundant were reduced to a handful of species and shorebirds lost their feeding areas. The
species that thrived in the new habitat included carp, warmwater game fish like bass and
crappie, and beaver.

Metro’s goal for Smith and Bybee Lakes Wildlife Area is to maintain and enhance it in a manner
that is faithful to its historical natural condition, and to encourage recreational uses that are
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. compatible with that objective. Replacing the current dam will provide Metro with the ability and
flexibility to restore the lakes’ natural functions. A new water control structure will also have the
ability to maintain the current water levels. Whether or not we replace the dam and allow water
to move freely in and out of the lakes, the warmwater fishery is probably not sustainable —
surveys show limited recruitment of younger fish. The avian botulism outbreaks of the 1970s
occurred throughout the lower Columbia River basin, and the effort to control it locally by placing
a dam at Smith and Bybee Lakes was controversial even then. The native species that thrived
under the original flooding regime will thrive again when it is restored.

We will not replace the existing dam without a public process. This spring, | will bring the issue
before the Metro Council for its consideration. In addition, we will continue our rigorous technical
review of the project, including a careful evaluation of summer water levels in the lakes. | invite
Mr. Egan and any other interested citizens to participate in this process.

Sincerely,

Mike Burton
Executive Officer
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City of Portland
Vera Katz
Mayor

March 13, 200

Mr. William E. Egan
6884 N. Hudson
Portland, OR 97203

Dear Mr. Egan:

Thank you for contacting my office in regards to issues effecting the Smith and Bybee Lakes
Wildlife Area. Ican certainly understand your special connection to these beautiful and unique
sites. The protection of these natural environments certainly must remain a priotity, as they
provide pleasure for countless residents of our city. Portland’s commitment to maintaining and
expanding its parkland, is a big part of what makes this city such an attractive place to call home.

Apparently you have also conveyed you concerns directly to Metro. This was a wise judgment
as Metro is closely involved with the maintenance of these locations, and therefore would be able
to offer the most pertinent and current information. It appears as though you have garnered two
responses to your inquiry, one from Mike Burton an executive officer at Metro, and another from
the Chairman of the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission.

The implications ef both of these evaluations suggest that the proposed water management
scheme will be ultimately beneficial to the wildlife species that inhabit the lakes, and therefore
should be a welcome change for those who wish to enjoy these areas well into the fature. 1hope

that these responses have provided you with some practical information that has successfully
resolved some of your foremost concerns.

Again, I thank you for your valuable input on this matter. It is very rewarding for me to know
that there are so many individuals, such as yourself, who are involved with the vital issues
effecting our communities.

With warm regards,
Vera Katz
Mayor

1221 SW 4th Avenue, Suite 340« Portland, Oregon 97204-1995
(303) 823-4120 ~ FAX (503)823.3588 « TDD (503 8236868 « www.cl portfand.orus/mayor
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SMITH AND BYBEE LAKES
By Bill Egan '

Located on the peninsula of North Portland, Smith and Bybee are two large lakes
connected by a canal. They are all that remains of many small lakes and ponds that once covered
the peninsula. Depending on wWho you talk to, the Lakes hold in excess of 10,000 surface acres
of water. -

In the early '80s, these Lakes were impounded by a small dam at the outflow of Bybee
Lake. The reason for the dam was each fall when Smith lake dried up and Bybee Lake became a
stagnant pond, thousands of migrating water fowl fell prey to avian botulism. With the addition
of the dam, the problem disappeared. Once impounded, smart weed and other grass grew in the

Lakes and the fishery improved.

Last year, crappie over four pounds and a number of large bass were caught. One bass
entered in the BASS'N Magazine's national contest, was over twelve po unds (and would have
been a state record if properly recorded). These lakes are shallow with limited access. Float
tubes, canoes, and small boats (electric motor only) can get to the Lakes. Many people walk into
the dam area in the summer and fish for bass, crappie, catfish, and other panfish. Most access is
off North Marine Drive and is used heavily on weekends by many user groups.

Beaver, otter, nutria, and occasionally mink inhabit the Lakes. Hawks, bald eagles (on
occasion), owls and other predators are present, as well as ducks and a variety of birds. Deer,
coyotes, rabbits, and squirrels are also seen. The adjacent slough to the Lakes has 2 large
population of western painted turtles, and western pond turtles are also present in both Lakes.
(Western pond turtles are a threatened species—one step below endangered.)

In the last three or four years, people have been working toward the removal of the dam.
People say that salmon/steclhead smolt get trapped in the Lakes and can't get out. The beavers
have eaten much of the surrounding trees, destroying habitat for other wildlife and birds. By
removing the dam, people feel that the beaver will move out and the salmon/steelhead smolt will
be free to come and go. Removal of the dam will destroy the existing warmwater fishery. The
key group pushing for dam removal is the Portland Audubon Society. The Society controls
Friends of Smith and Bybee Lakes, and has made many friends at Metro.

Removal of the dam will cause Smith Lake to go dry after the Runoff in July. Bybee
Lake will hold some water due to a more clay base, but until Fall rains and higher water in
November, the Lakes will not refill and the risk of new outbreaks of avian botulism exists. No
safeguards have been made to handle a major outbreak.

The only plan proposed by Metro staff is to pump water into Smith and Bybee with
irrigation pipe from the North Columbia River Slough, a body of water that nearly dries up in the
Fall as well. A suggested exchange of tidal water into Smith and Bybee sounds good, but the
lakes are both higher in elevation than the Columbia or Willamette Rivers. Barring a major lunar
event, high tides won't reach. the Lakes from August until November and we'll lose an excellent
warmwater fishery.

Now suppose--did ODFW actually shock the Lakes and find smolt present or did they
only do the North Slough? There is no real access to Smith and Bybee for the ODFW shocking
boat. Even if salmon/steelhead smolt enter the Lakes, they can still leave except for a four-
month period. Most migrant fish are long gone by June. Smith and Bybee get too warm 1o
support salmonids, and I believe those not eaten by warmwater fish are probably gone. .

pe2
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This whole thing appears to be a bunch of well meaning public officials doing what
someone tells them is right for all of us. (Staff writes letters for their bosses to sign because the

staff better know the problem?)

Unfortunately, we nearly let this fishery slip away. We all need to get involved and
question what the bureaucrats tell us. Question what I have written as well. Raise your own
questions and write ODFW and Metro. Write Vera Katz—the Lakes are in the City. Wnte The
Oregonian and ask them to research this. We all need to get involved.

The Corp of Engineers has to issue permits for a new structure and the dam removal.
They have public review. The permits have not been applied for and the type structure has not
been decided upon. A new structure could allow for boat passage (electric motor only) into the
Lakes at high water. I personally believe a new dam structure on these Lakes will be cost
prohibitive but the time to pull and build the dam will be late August through October and the
permits need a 90- to 120-day approval process.

Metro and Friends of Smith and Bybee Lakes have obtained some money for a small boat
ramp or unimproved launch site on Smith Lake. If their own proposal goes through, Smith will
be dry or unusable for four to five months each year. Good use of public funds?

Where to write: Friends of Smith and Bybee Lakes
Post Office Box 83862 .
Portland, Oregon 97283-0862
Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission
James W. Greer, Director Paul N. McCracken, Chair
Post Office Box 59 Post Office Box 59
Portland, Oregon 97207-0059 ' Portland, Oregon 97207-0059
Mike Burton, Executive Officer U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, N.W. Division
METRO 220 N.W. 8" Avenue (Portland Dist. 333)
600 N.E. Grand Avenue Portland, Oregon 97209-3503

Portland, Oregon 97232-2736

Try Ducks Unlimited. They are rumored to be going to give a grant to Friends of Smith and
Bybee or Portland Audubon Saociety for planting feed at the Lakes after the dam is pulled. They
don't know the whole story either!

Wnite your County Commissioners. They have control over Multnomah County and what Metro
does there.

i

nn S

NEEDED: Four to six volunteers to do a creel study on Smith and Bybee Lakes from April
through June. Call Bill Egan at 503-286-7734 (Portland number).

0 o
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April 27, 2000

William Egan
6884 N Hudson St.
Portland, OR 97203-6228

Dear Bill:

Thank you for your letter of March 30™. You touched on several points that are important to
consider in managing Smith and Bybee Lakes Wildlife Area.

As you stated, we have limited fish information for Smith and Bybee lakes. The most extensive
survey was conducted in 1986 and indicated that juvenile Chinook salmon got into the lakes
during high water events and were “everywhere in the system” in the spring. Elaine Stewart,

wildlife area manager, is working with other agency biologists to initiate regular juvenile salmon
" surveys in the lakes and slough. We are excitéd about the possibility of providing better access - -

and valuable rearing habitat for salmon, and appreciate your efforts to obtain more mfcrmatzan
about the lakes’ warmwater fishes through your volunteer angler survey.

Regarding western painted turtles, we are in the second year of a five-year study to evaluate
their population status, habitat use and other important aspects of their management. | know
that Elaine Stewart is monitoring this work closely. She is also coordinating our work with other
biologists and agencies io ensure that we obtain the best possible information.

I appreciate your continued interest and involvement in Smith and Bybee Lakes Wildlife Area
issues. Please continue to contact me or Elaine Stewart (797-1515) about issues related to the
wildlife area.

Sincerely,

Mike Burton
Meiro Executive Officer
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May 1, 2000

Mr. William Egan
6884 N Hudson St.
Portland, OR 97203-6228

Dear Bill:

Thank you for your letter of March 30™. You touched on several points that are important to
consider in managing Smith and Bybee Lakes Wildlife Area.

As you stated, we have limited fish information for Smith and Bybee lakes. The most extensive
survey was conducted in 1986 and indicated that juvenile Chinook salmon got into the lakes
during high water events and were “everywhere in the system” in the spring. Elaine Stewart,
wildlife area manager, is working with other agency biologists to initiate regular juvenile salmon
surveys in the lakes and slough. We are excited about the possibility of providing better access
and valuable rearing habitat for salmon, and appreciate your efforts to obtain more information
about the lakes’ warmwater fishes through your volunteer angler survey.

Regarding western painted turtles, we are in the second year of a five-year study to evaluate their
population status, habitat use and other important aspects of their management. Iknow that
Elaine Stewart is monitoring this work closely. She is also coordinating our work with other
biologists and agencies to ensure that we obtain the best possible information.

1 appreciate your continued interest and involvement in Smith and Bybee Lakes Wildlife Area
issues. Please continue to contact me or Elaine Stewart (797-1515) about issues related to the
wildlife area.

Best regards,

Mike Burton
Metro Executive Officer
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