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Wild onthg

Willamette

was desined

specifically to

complement

Metro Bike ThnI regibnal trail

map The yc1Q rOuts/ee e1éctdtrrnt

the 2fest .114 tnetet r9toS fQutIdfl

BkTher
-_ ._

traiLs

WiiktheWtIjamtte RUt 6reertiy iky

be maódktd b.ythe state jIahTh pYc-

gram thëo is urprisingIyll1te pibticiy

ownpd land along the rivfs banksTaiIs

too are 4icoMinuous Metros regicinal

trail plan hows continuous Greenway

trail both sides of the thwer WI lamette

but implementation ot comprehensive

fully cohrtected Greenway path js many

years away

Still there are many miles cit paved and

unp6edwa1kiig and cycling path that

proyldeAbundantoppoitunities to explore

therryer it tributary streams and adja

-tentap1l4s Ofparticular interest the

4oñe recrflttOnel trail system

ircunm4vigate PeflTand and

Mu1tuunih County Inspired by x4

iamgdfcrr1the4o mile ystemcifule

varLthfl parkways

r903 bIrot4 PaEk Master the

4oMkLobs

uderndãyarn

is to Iiukpark

and natural

areas along its

i6o-mife tircu it

The 4o-Mile Loop

provides hikers and bicychsts who are

exploringthe lower Willamette between

Kelley Poci ft cJ
withiu rt fcri

rh.i 2x1 rLC.ui1 i- .t

Th ii

Water bu es are not yet plying the

.-
Willamette hut future water transit stops

in the downtown core are being explored by

the City and RiversWest local nonprofit

boating organization Low impact river busS

service wiil soon be offered on trial basIs

-w RiveiPlace Marina the Lastbonk

Esplanado floating dock and the Ankeny

Dock nehr Saturday Market In the futnre

service niay be extended upstream to

Soathwaterfront and other locations

wiLlamefl stiore Tro 1.eu

The fti Wilfaiifte Shore Tro1e

i1 oi HarbnrWay od Moody in

..

jar
Z4s

aplesài1t

14-l rnund

a1g the west oank of the

WãImette The trolley also stops several

p3acs between downtown Portland and

Powers Marine Park south of the Seliwood

Bfldge
.rc

St Iolns Bndge the W1IIamep ValIefl nty suspension

bridge was dedited Oti line 19M is tntuied evetd

of the Portland Rose FestivM tathdraffllctsoamedjor

the bridjesgotlltdoweñ ...
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ROSS isLand
bile anytime is great for the

35-mile round-trip late spring and

early summer when the great blue herons

and bald eagles are nesting are prime for

circumnavigating Ross Island Neotropical

songbirds are back from their wintering

grounds The cottonwoods willows and red-osier

dogwood resound with the eerie flutelike song

of the Swainsons thrush staccato robin-like call

of black-headed grosbeaks and mixed chorus

of warbling virco purple finch and warbiers

Youngherons set up an insistent cacophony as

they compete for morsels brought back by both

parents from Oaks Bottom Wildlife Refuge

Ross Island Sand and Gravel will cease

mining operations and has committed to donat

ng the islands to Portland Festoration of

shallow water riparian and wedand habitat will

benefit both endangered salmon and wildlife

Although future uses are yet to be determined

the island will undoubtedly be managed as an

urban wildlife refuge with limited public cccss

Geiflnq There

hq ax and BUS
verything is connected in some way and

each time you use transit you make posi

tive choice for the health of the diverse habitats

that you can expore with this map All of the

sites have PriMet bus routes indicated in bold at

the end of the site description For personaized

trip planning call 5o3.238.RI DE weekdays from

730 am to 530 pm Interpreters are avai labEe in

several languages Or visit the TriMet Trip

Planner at www.trimet.org

For added adventure and to further reduce

your impact useyour bike with the TriMet

transit system All bises MAX and Portland

Streetcars are bike-accessible Remember to be

safe by alerting the bus driver before you load

and unload your bike For more information call

the bike hotline at 503.962.7444 or pick up

TriMets Bike RiderA Guide It IMET

w4Rws
TERMINALs

Downrown

InAPt

Jk

j.tOvI .t

r1

vHfP

Wllamette

Shor

n-oilcs

Stanon

Leqend

MN

FTvNIAI

_T
C-

.y ..-..
.- -..

.MrcAN IIoNJA1.
.-

1- MlTQt

Sites of Interest

wiLd

.- Thitanc

Statp

t_rAitY

--

Mqinm
Ntore Mkf

2e

c.- 1994 on the Fnmont

yaded esting ofl the St Johns

-- iier neto area bridges

on the

blvd

In 847 Tames Johns settled at

todays Cathedral Park operating

ferries to Liunton The iS-acre site

was acquired by the City in

1q68 Howard Galbraith St

Johns honorary mayor

helped raise $7.5 mil

lion to build the

park

4F US 40M 75

S1 .Utt
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The 902 foot ioig center span of the Fremont Bridge wds

jacked 75 feet kilo pe En p973 over 5O-honr period

It is the world longest tied-arch orthotropic deck bridge

wtiout perin the main cImBme

wiLLamette
Exploring the Lower Willainette River

uch has thanged ii the 200 years snc Wifliam Uark explored the iower

Wiliamette Wild on the Willamette invtcs yoi to mhe yer owc modeni day

Corps of Dscovery The Eastbank Espaiade eftoch th eintnte cvmbned

sewer overflows the pew Sprungwater fraU between OMS and Sellweod Rvevfrot Park

estoratieii paiis fM Ron Island nd ts imrnhtent transfer to the pubk the Porfs r2rbank

retinatkm program nd expanded greeway pau for the rnlevdopment of Sotth

Watedront aO pohit to River Renaissance on the WiUmefte WMe myriad envrrimeit4

dmUeiges reman nckidig coitamtated sedmeits Porthiitd harbor ipdund designatki

degraded habftat 5tid water1 efforts to address these and other htsdts are

Ltftderwaq Expkre the river Get to kiicw it Then get ir.vved

The WiHaintte vanes diatcay aur.g the 35mk p4rearn ouriey rom the

grtty workng harbor with Us petrernt tank krms aS inariw terma to serene

g6-acre Kelley Point Parks

extensive shoreline offers spectac

ular river views An informal canoe launch

provides easy access to the Columbia

Slough Willamette and Columbia

rivers New Englander Hall Kelley

attempted to establish city

here before Portland won

out as port over

Oregon City and

Se The Port of Portland which donated it to

Porti and Pa rks ii 1.984 constru cting tra ii alon

the Sloughs north bank to Smith Lake

One hundred years before it was an industri

al area Rivergate Industrial Park was owned

by Frederick Leadbetter and his wife Caroine

Pittock Leadbetter daughter of The Oregonian

publisher Their 2000 acres of undiked river bot

tom then privute duck hwiting club were willed

to Willamette University in i948 and sold to the

Port of Portland in g6 for just over S2 million

Todays 2.800-acre industrial area employs about

5500 people Th
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Public Parks and Natural Areas

Pedestrian Trail

Potential Future Pedestrian Trail

Wke ft opened on April 22 l9l3 the Breadáj

the longest doubk-kf ba5cuk drawbridge in tfr

Ui

RoA Quarter

.TraflAt Ccntgr

_____ .-

ercde

Eastbank

Esplaridde

.Cftd

Pedestrian/Bicyce Trail

Potential Future

Pedestrian/Bicycle Trail

On-Street Bicycle Route

4o-Mile Loop

Parking

Boat Launch

TriMet Bus Line

Potential Future Water Transit
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The 418-acre Termi nathie complex dethcated in

1974 bt4lI deep-draft container and autonobHe

.- etmihaL It has seven untainer ranec

-- -- --
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backwaters upstream at the Willamette Narrows SorneUme the quietude befifi the tact yoi are the heart

ci metropoitan area At other timec the diii from highways aid ndustry eaves Uttie doubt where you are

Yet Ih matter where you are on the river tasthiates whether you are paddIng akngside towering

Padfic-bound cargo sWp near Swait Island or uoscng the river an the pkturesqiie Cnthy Ferry Ever in hard-

scrabble dustra areas nature is nearby To peregrine flcen the thft-ldce iperctructhre of the fremont

nd St Johns bñdges pnwide nestkig habitat Great bEie herons itlrmQraiits ad baM eagies perch on aging

pilhtgs the Ikwtlarid harbor In the sack watsrs of USgate Charnei youre ikey ta see ver otter

munthhig en fish

Landward camas1iled meadows and cak-savailnah praiñes doinhnte the rural resideataI lands ad

rolhng backcotrntry roads betweei West Ln and Peach Cove Whether youre in boat on bkyde or hi

bus or cat there is lot of wild yet to expkre on the ower Wilamett River

Pordands Bureau of Environmental Services

Water Quality Lab opened in February 1997 tO

analyze water and sediments and to monitor effluent

from industries Portlands wastewater treatment

process and stormwater quality Native vegetation

swales treat parking lot and roof runoff before it

is discharged to the river 4E uS UM 75

Henry Corhett used Willamette Cove as

private duck-hunting club at the turn of the

jyth century After period of industrial use it

became derelict land eventually being purchased

by Metro as public greenspace The 27-acre site has

no formal access but is easily reached by boat or

informal tra ils Willamette Greenway trail will

eventually connect downtown with Cathedral Park

Access will also he provided via Edgewater from

Willarnette Bouevard which will also connect with

the Peninsula CrossingTrail 40M

The .5 mile-long Peninsula Crossing Trail runs

across the North Portland peninsula linking

the Willarnettc and Columbia Rivers It runs from NE

Carey and Princeton to the Citys wastewater treat-

ment plant on Columbia Boulevard where bridge

crosses the Columbia Slough and bicycle-pedestrian

path continues north along Portland Road to Smith

and Bybee Lakes Wi dl ftc Area and Marine Drive 4eM

The 3-acre McCormick and Baxter site home to

creosoting company from 944 to 1991 IS

highly contaminated with pollutants Over 2000

gallons of creosote have been recovered since Oregon

Department of Environmental Qual ity developed

clean up plan Neighborhoods are advocating that the

site be turned into park to complement the adjacent

Willamette Cove natural area 40M

In ig2o the Army Corps of Engineers initi

ated series of projects that shifted the river to

the west of Swan Island In i921 the Port of Poriland

bought 253 acres that from 926 to 1940 served as

Portlands first commercial airport It later was trans

formed for World War TI shipbuilding and more

recently as ship repa ir facility The rest of Swan

Island is major industrial park hnme to

FreightlineT UPS FedEX and the US Coast Guard

Marine Safety Office headquarters The best public

access is via McCarthy Parks paved Willamette

Greenway trail which features pair of interpretive

sites developed by the Port detailing Portlands ro
as commercial shipping center There are also sever-

river access poi nts to long rocky beach and infor

mal boat ramp formal boat ramp and another Port

interpretive site are at the south end of the Swan

Island lagoon 8372

Ae oihersidp

a- Mocks Crest Park is City-owned one-acre

.-- park purchased in with Portlands

share of Metros ig Si36 million regional

Greenspaces bond Tucked away at the end of

Skidmore Terrace it has benches smaEl

orchard and great views of Swan Island and

the harbor Greley 1G

I-

The .5 mile Eastbaiik Esplanade includes

1200-foot floating walkway the

longest in the US and interpretive signs that

provide historical architectural and ecological

information and whimsical art work floating

docks at either end afford convenient east

side access for kayaks canoes and other

watercraft It is part of scenic three-mile

downtown loop for walkers and joggers

Upstream just past OMSI is the Springwater

Trail which runs three miles to Oaks Bottom

Wildlife Refuge and Sellwood Riverfront

Park Riverbank restoration projects used native

vegetation to improve fish and wildlife habitat

II4X Light iai se Qd2rter Transit Center 33 40

70 7L fl 95 95

4.5-acre South Waterfront Park has ooo feet

of river frontage Formerly lumber mili and

the Citys steam plant the park provides the best

downtown river access and is good place to pull out

with your canoe or take stroll on the sandy beach

at low water

Ross Island and its sister islands have been

coveted by the publ ic since John Charles

Olmsted recommended their purchase in his 1903

Portland Park Master Plan Great blue heron and

bald eagles nest on the isands and other wildife

including river otter and beaver use the islands as

well Holgate Channel would he an ideal motor-free

sanctuary for kayakers canoeists and scullers

The three-mile Springwater Trail between OMSI

and SE Umatifla Street is the newest addition

Portlands Willamette Greenway trail system It

provides excellent views of herons nesting on nearby

East Island and the wetlands at Oaks Bottom

Wildl ife Refuge This trail will soon connect with the

Springwater Corridor Trail aong Johnson Creek

SE MXwrnilde SE 17thb

The less than one-acre Heron Pointe Wetland

situated on the Willamette Greenway trail

rtext to Heron Pointe Condomi nium.s supports

surprising array of native birds and mammals

including beaver An interpretive sign provides

information about wetland restoration efforts by

the condominium owners and the Citys bureaus of

Environmental Services and Parks 35 ff1 43

The large boat ramp dock restrooms picnic

area and Willamette Greenway trail make

Willamette Park one of the rivers important jumping

off poi nts Purple martins nest in large white gourds

just downstream of the dock and the adjacent mud-

flats attract shorebirds gulls and other wildlife The

4o-Mi Ic Loop trail leaves the river here heading west

to the Terwil and Marquam trai Is 35.60143

After many years of neighborhood-led efforts

Willamette Butterfly Park formerly

Himalayan blackberry patch was recreated as rock

garden that in smnmer displays orange columbine

blue penstemon yellow potentiUa red fireweed and

white saxifrage It affords beautiful views of Ross

Island from secluded bench at the rivers edge

33 4T 4.3

.O
Oaks Bottom Wildlife Refuge became Portlands

first official urban wildlife refuge in i9S8

Formerly coveted for soccer fields motocross

course home for the Childrens Museum and

train yard the i6o-acre wetland is home to beaver

river otter muskrat and other wildlife including

over i2o species of birds rough dirt path is

pedestrian-only access around the bottoms This

trail when combined with the paved bicycle-pedes

trian Springwater Trail along the Willamette

provides flat two-mile loop 19A 40

In the mid-y8os Sellwood Riverfront Park

was still ni ne-acre Himalayan blackberry

and sawdust patch even though the City bought it

in Iy6y Now it provides river access grassy picnic

area dock and wetland There is large wheel-

chair-accessible dock and sandy beach as well

4a 70

The wodd only double deck ertcal Mt bridge c41k4

the Ste ndge because unlike mo bridgss uis huiti of

oot wrought iron

AbOUT The Brochure
Wild oi the Wil1aniett Fxplarng the LowEr

Willainette River is the tenth In scnes of

urban stream broLbures It was patterned after

Metros Bike Thereregrnnal bicycle map The

waterproof tear resistant paper will allow you

to explore the river bicyce on toot or by

paddling your canoe or kayak rain ot shine

Funding was provided by Oregon Department of

..2Environrnental Qualitys Section 3J9 progTm

tliePort of -H --

Portland City of

Portland Bureau

of Environmental

...

Services City

of Portland

Endangered

Spenes Act program TrilVet Metro and Lake

Oswego Rotry Additional support came from

J0td0n Sodety and theUrban

Greenspaces Institute

On the cover The Willamette River near

Willamettc Park
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ThWU1a-mette suppnds 29 exotic species of

fish Of thu rivers native fish one-fifth are

federal or state threatened or endangered

iist Dun ng fail crr spring Iio.g lines rows

1io
of bbats tied up to oneanother or

anchored throughout the fowar

Wlllarnette are after Chinook saimorrOther

runs includesteelhead trout which head

upstream Februarythrough May nd coho

salmcim vhich arrive in September and run

through March

Portland has vibrant wQrEirgharbor that

-generates -over $goo m-iUthn in marine-related

wages and $n2rniilion in tax revenues Each

year er IWO ocean-gongvessels visit

Portland which handles- about 20% of the

nations wheat expofts as

well as more car imports a-rjo
anti exports andbulk minerals thanany other

western port Surprisingly the Fort of

Portland owns onty of the more than 50

ship beith facilities between the Steer Bridge

and the Columbia Rivers Terminal The Port

actualmaflages five termüI ranging in

age from the Sg year-d Terminal to the

Terminais5

and which

wereopened in

1976 and 1974

The majori

ty of marine

activityThthe

Portland harbor is by private companies that

tine the Wifi-arnette from Sauvie Island to the

Steel Bridge This workirigharbor is no less

exciting to explore thanthe rivers remote

natural reathes floating past huge ocean-

going-barges and container ships you feel

dwarfed in kayak or canoe both of Which-

allow you access to the working haTbors

nooks anderannies

C% At low water Elk Rock Island is peninsula

connected to the mainland via an ancient

4o-mi1lion-year-od IBnd bridge the oldest basalt in

the region The Kerr family donated it to Portland

in 1940 Legend has it that the island and cliff

across the river were named because Indians drove

Tualatin Valley elk herds over the diff The thin soils

result in an interesting flora that is similar to the

Camassia Nature Conservancy Preserve and Rock

Island 34

River Villa Park North lackamas Park and

--- Recreation District is an excellent take out

for canoes or kayaks It has picnic tables restrooms

and quarter-mile walk over exposed basalt rocks

downstream to the railroad bridge

Oak Grove Boat Ramp is simple cement

boat ramp at the end of SE Oak Grove Blvd

direcdy across the Willamette from Lake Oswegos

Roehr Waterfront Park

River Forest Loop is pleasant alternative to

busy SE River Road on the rivers east side

Its steep trip down and back up to River Road but

the scenery and cool shade in summer is worth it

Check out River Forest Lake for waterfowl and

herons

Albert and Miriam Durham first settled in

what is now George Rogers Park in 1847

Durham established lumber mill on Sucker Creek

which flowed out of Sucker Lake now Oswego Lake

86 the first ran Furnace west of the Rockies

was built here by Ladd Henry Failing H.W
Corbett and other prominent Portlanders This

Pittsburgh of the west was worked by Chinese

laborers who established small Chinatown in the

present-day ball heM George Rodrigues of Madiera

Spain initiated efforts to preserve the smefter and

park Eventually known as George Rogers he

worked at the Glenmorrie Estate owned local gro

cery store on State Street in Lake Oswego and

served on city council The land for the park site was

eventuafly purchased in 1945 but it wasnt until

1969 that tI-re bicyck path was added across what is

now Oswego Creek The 26-acre Lake Oswego park

has picnic shelters rare sandy beach at the mouth

of Oswego Creek and rest rooms 35

Wifiamette

Cedaroak Boat Ramp 17-acre West Linn pa -k

located at the end of flmran Avenue has

boat ramp restrooms and hiking trails trail

provides access to the bgoon at Cedar Island

Nearby i4-acre Cedar Island also owned by West

Linn isaccessibleviaboatorawalkingpatbthat

connects the island to the adjacent Mary Young

State Park via small drawbridge

The uS-acre Mary Young State Park was

.r originally owned by Mary Scarsborough

Young who donated the land to the state with the

provision that it be kept natural Young had plans

to build house there with tennis courts and an

equestrian trail Although the house was never bui It

she did fence the property build trails and create

extensive gardens remnants of which can be seen

along portions of the trail trail from the picnic

shelters provides great viewpoint of the

Willamette and the forest canopy beow After

reaching the river an informal dirt trail leads

downstream to Cedar Island 35

State-owned Goat Island hosts 30-nest great

-- blue heron rookery on its east side The

herons can ako be seen from the end of River Street

off Burns Street quiet backwater channel runs on

the west side of the isbnd 35

j% The Catnassia Nature Conservancy Preserve

has wetland grassknd and oak forest habi

tats that are home to 300 species of plants About

2000 years ago the Bretz floods roared down the

Columbia River Gorge and into the Willamette

Valley backing up the river afl the way to Eugene

The floods scoured huge areas of Eastern

Washington and areas of the Willamette including

Camassia the Willaniette Narrows and the Tonquin

Geologic Area between Sherwood and Tualatin

This 26-acre botanic area owned by The Nature

Conservancy is named for camas which was used

heavily by Indians Prime blooming time is April

and early Maywhen the plateau turns bue with

camas and pinkwith pectritis Shallow soils sup-

port wet meadows white oak and maclrone wood-

lands vernal and permanent ponds Before visiting

check the Conservancys visitation guidelines

www.nature.org/oregon 503.230.1221 154

Until the Oregon City Elevator started operat

ing in 1915 local residents had to use stairs

that were constructed in the mid-i8bos to reach the

bluff ovedooking the city Prior to stair construc

tion locals used Indian trails to climb the bluff

Origi nal Ly water-powered the eevator was converted

to electric power in 1924 reducing the 90-foot trip

from three minutes to 30 seconds The elevator oper

ates seven days week and provides great views of

the Willamette River Falls There are historic murals

inside the glassed-in observation tower The lohn

McLoughlin House is short wal from the upper

level and nearby bicycle shop provides handy

location for repairs 33M

egs-
Willamette Falls Locks provides passage around

the treacherous 42-foot high Oregon City

waterfalls

-a Canemah Bluff Metros 129-acre gTeenspace

noted for diversity of habitats including

steep cliffs rock outcroppings Oregon white oak

and macfrone forest well-established native plant

communities diverse topography seeps and nurner

oils wetlands 39-acre parcel adjacent to the his-

toric Canemah cemetery it has dramatic views rock

formations wetlands and native woodbnds

Caneruah is said to he an Indian name meaning

canoe place The eight-a-crc cemetery which dates to

the early TS3os is only open to relatives of pioneers

for buriaL

No camping is allowed Rock Island purchase by

Metro with the 2995 regional Greenspaces bond

contains more than three miles of shoreline

including narrow channels and quiet backwater

areas which are protected from the current in the

rivers main channel At low water the narrow chan

nd behind Rock Island near the rivers east bank

can he tricky to negotiate with canoe due to

exposed rocks These areas provide excellent rear-

ing habitat for anadromous fish including spring

Chinook salmon

-O
The Canby Ferry operates between 645 am and

915 pm takes about three minutes to cross

the river and charges S1.25 for cars Bicycles are free

boo-acre Molalla River State Park encompasses

variety of habitats including upland conifer-

ous forest smafl ponds near the entrance open

fields riparian areas and dynamic flood plai areas

In spring watch for flocks of meadowlarks and an

occasional azuli bunting The igg6 flood swept away

the So-nest great blue heron colony Now the colony

is harder to see but you can observe the herons flying

hack and forth from feeding areas to the new rookery

location along the Molalla River pond provides

spectacular display of yellow iris in the spring

Wild In Thg City Guide to Portland Watural

Area OHS Press and Perfiand Audubno

Sociey Detailed site descriptions and location

maps www.audubonportland.org

Wiilarnette Rivcr Recreation Guide Oregon

Marine Board and Oregon State Parks

A-paddlers guide from Eugene to Portland
--

www.oregdnstateparksorg

-- Bike Thew Metros regional bicycle map
guide to thebest bicycling routes in the region

www.metroregion.org

Rcyioncil TrollA Greenwaips Booklet of

Metros Regional Parks and Greenspaces

program wwwmetro iegioTi mg 503 797 ISSO

Metro Grgncee Quarterly Calendar of Tours

Classes and Events

www metro-regi on .org/greensre ne

s.w Wkin9 Map Portland Office

of Transportation

ww.GettingAroundPOrtland.org

Canoe and Kayak Routes qf Worthwes Oregon

by Philip Jones The Mountaineers

Willarnettc Rivpr Buiii Planiing Atlas

Trajectones of Environmental and Sc ala gical

Chang edited by David Hulse Stan Gregory
and Join Baker OSU Press

Pafllo.nds Wiliamefle RiVr2r At/as Portland

Bureau -of Planning River Renaissance

Program August oo
vtww.pI anning.ciportiand.onu

Urban Natural RAourceA Dinctory Portland
.- Audubon Society Urban Conservation Program

www.audubonportland.org 503.292.6555

MLtory ofthe Port ofPortland mu Marirw

Deartnient Riurhank Management Plan April

2001 Port ofPortland www.portofporttandcorn

The Portland Bridge Book Sharon Wood

Wortman OHS Press All bridge references in

Wild 0Th rPm Wwamette were excerpted with

the authors permission

TriMet System Map route and safety

iornrnti-on TriMet www.triwet.org

KaqaK anti canoe renta-Ls

Alr ek Kayak Canae 250 NE Tomahawk

1land Or 5o3285.0464.www.aldercreek.com

EbbandflowPaddlMpart

0604 SW Nehthska 503.245.1756

Portkarnt Rt-ver can2pany Esplanade at

RiverPlce Marina 5o3.229.O51

www.portiandrivercompany.com

Sportcraft Marina iai Clackamette Drive

503.656.6484 wwwsprtcrrftmarinacom

-- detrnvoLyed
No.wthat youve explored the river get

involved Information about becoming river

steward gnd numerous volunteer opportunIties

is available from government agencies and

nonprofit grdups

xvernmepJ Aueucie-s

Water Quality liflormatiun

Gregoti Department pf Environmental Quality
-.-

www.oregoruieq.org

Watershcd Groups and the Ciys
River Renaissaucc Initiative

Porttands Bureau of Environmental Services
--

www.cleanrivers-pdx.org

Planning Bureau www.pianning.ci.povtland.or.us

Endangered Species Program

www.fish.ci.portland.or.u

Riverhan Restoratioì.and Wetland Efforts

The Port of Ptland www.portofportlandcom

LoràIand RegonaI Parks flails and Field Ttips

Metro www.tnetro-regi on.org

Portland Parks and Recreation

wwwparksn.port
Naturdi Gardening izardous Waste Iisposa

and Recycling

Metro 503.234.3IXYO

ocal and Regiont Grrcroots Orgaoiiatwts
Field tours-and Conservation Activities Natural

Resources Dirertory

.-- Portland Audubon Society

www.audubonporttand.org

elean Water issues

NW Environ-mental Advocates

www.northwesten.virQnmentaladvocates.org

SCOW SUppers for Clean Oregon Waters

wil ox eea systr et on

Protec6oIT nd Restojation

the wil.rmett River

Willmette Riverk-eeper

www.willanette-riverkeeper.org

-C BoatingActivitics

PSverWest Small Craft Center www.riverswcst.org

Recent sndies confiTffi that all life stage of sahuon nd

trout U9e the Portland harbor throtiflout the year

corps

Tha SeIhotó Rriik Prtk irt hci-pai rd- o.tne

11 19Th was lailnI to Qve eid iir.ec SIood ui

settled phA ..3 ea tt31 wouith be ..IreAed to Poti.i ti 1291

cottonwo Black cotton

wood dom
nàtes-the rivers riparian landscape Willows

Oiegon ash Douglas fir big-leaf maple red--

akier rcd-osier or creek dogwood Douglas

spirea are also common where relatively

natura riverbanks exist On drier south

facing slopes or basak

outcrops Oregon white

0r Garry oak srowber

--

ry serviceherry and

shcAy.Wildflbwers

dominate The most

common wetland piant

istheweedyreed

--
canarygrass although

efforts to replant native

species in wetlands ami riparian areas are

Underway throughout the lower Willamette

-- fliuble-crsted cormorants sit on pilings

iterally hanging their wings out to dry after

returning from -their uhderater fishing

expeditions Another species commonyéen

on theWillaniette is the stately great blue

heroji which builds bulky stick nests in corn-

munal nesting colonies at Molala Rivcr State

Park Goat Ross- and East Islands Nets are

built in mid-February eggs are laid in April

OFflOf FItS

busy tendmg youngwell into the summer

Once the leaves are on the black cottonwoods

.thenests are nearl.invisible although by May
--

or eariy June young herons testing their wings

and sqiIavkingincessantly for food reveal

their nests location Sit quietly.inyour canoe

or kayak and you will see adults returning to

their nests

engorged with fish

I-host ikely the

ubiquitOus-non-

native carp Other

commonly seen

species include

belted kingfisher

spotted sandpiper bald eagles osprey corn-

mon mergansers red-tailed hawks several

species ot.gullturkeyvultures auclthe oca

sional Caspian tern

Double rested cormorant the only inland cormorant

Qregoi lacks th oil glanJ that most birds have gietessL

tating dryng out period after each dive to catch hsh

ExpLore Further

P/lW on thpWillamtte Exploit9 the Lower

Wzllqmctte Rwer was designed to be used as

stand aloie-map an4 refereoce hut your

.- explcfttion will be enhanced with the

following resources

Ttyoii .trS\
StatepattI

FaLLs Locks

and Historic

useurn

of iscovenj
RediAcovering the Lower Willarnette

ehey Point at the confluence of the Wiilamette and Coltimb rivers telK the Wrote Lewis was coNvinced that there must be some other conskferable pive

Wdlamettes story and the begkrnbtgs of thewritteii lüsthry of Oregon Here which flowed into the Coiumbia on fts south sWe below is whcli we have wt seen

the Willamette fully lormed river drainng more than 11000 square miles tacilans coiiflrmed Lewis htrnch aS drew map of the river with pkce of coa on

wfth pefirneter of nearly 500 miles along the Cascades Calapooya MowitaiBs aid the grass map The next day Clark and six men found the rivers moith and padifled

eastert flank of the Coast Range few miles upstream Cbrk recorded that they travekd up the rver shor Ok-

Oregon history began at the mouth of the Willamette with two boat voyages one tance to where the river bent to the east of southeast rougWy 14 miles hi the

shps boat manned by uniformed Brilish sailors the other dugout canoe paddled vkinity of Swan Island i-Ic named the rWer Multrnxnah hoorthg the tribal name

by buckskin-dad US Army explorers The fir5t caine by oars the second one by paddles of the hidian guide that Fed him to the river

Both are given credit or the discovery of river that each named Wakamt was an Indian name theft might have meant spilled waters in

The boat came from the sea the dugoilt canoe downriver from an Indian camp at refereice to the fails at Oregon City ft ako has been spelled Wallamette arid

the mouth of the Sandy River Both were part of expeditions that changS the world view Wallamet But in his 1841 survey of the Oregari Territory US Nava Commander

of geography The boat sated at the command of nionatch the canoe by order of Chades Wilkes fixed the spelling when he paced the river on his chart the

president The men in the boat had partidpated iri the mmense three-year task of charting

the Northwest Coast The men hi the dtigwt were returning home at the coridusion of Lewis believed that the WWamette must water that vast track of country

threyear trek across the North Americap confinent between the Western range of mounaas and those on the sea coast and as tar

Captain Witham Clark co-commander of the 1803 to 1806 Lews and Clark expedtion as the waters of California about Lat 37 He vastly overstated the rivers kngth

commanded six rqen in the dtigout canoe that entered the the April 1806 On the expedi- which he estimated to indRde the San Francisco Say but his predictiei for the hiture was

tions downstream oyag on the Cokimbia River two small isthnds Jihi the Willamette from more accurate when he wrote that the vaDey could rnaintain an agricultural population of

view On the return trip they agahi went past the river camping upstream at the mouth of 40000 to 50000 Only 24 years after Garks appraisal of the WiIamette Vafley Half keiley

the Sandy lilver However Lews had noted the Cumbias low soilthern shoreline suggest- aid out plat for Oregons first town at the rivers confluence with the Cokmbb the park now

ng whie vaUey which arge rher had to exist bearing his name

Powers Marine Park is sliver of riparian

habitat wedged between SW Macadam Avenue

and the Willamette River

0th

Dialt

arda

Virtually trapped out of the

Noflhwest


