
MINUTES OF THE METRO COUNCIL SOLID WASTE COMMITTEE 

April 19, 1994 

Council Chamber 

Committee Members Present: Ruth McFarland (Chair), Roger Buchanan (Vice Chair), Sandt Hansen, 
Susan McLain, Rod Monroe, Judy Wyers 

Consideration of April S 1994 Solid Waste Committee Meeting Mmutes 

Moqon· Councilor Hansen moved to approve the April S, 1994 Solid Waste Commtttee meetmg mmutes as 
submitted. 

Councilors Hansen, Monroe, Wyers, Buchanan and Monroe voted aye 

The vote was unanimous and the mouon passed 

2 Solid Waste Updates 

• Waste Reducuon Program Activities 

Debbie Gorham, Waste Reduction Manager, remmded the Committee that the Recycling Roundtable bemg hosted 
by Metro was to be held on Thursday, April 21, 1994 startmg at 8:00 a.m. She said the mvitanons had gone to 
500 interested pames, and said 30 R.S. V .P"s had been received thus far. She noted local government recyclmg 
coordinators would facihtate the breakout sessions which would address possible acc1ons to contemplate over the 
next five years to cause more waste reduction and recycling in the residential sector. In response to Chair 
McFarland, Ms. Gorham said the event would be held at the Portland Conference Center 

Jennifer Ness, Associa1e Solid Waste Planner, distributed cups to the Committee and Council Staff which were 
designed for use in promotion of multi-family recycling and apartment complex recyclmg programs. She reported 
nearly 200 people had visited Metro's Waste Reduction booth at the Property Management Trade Show the 
previous week. Ms. Gorham said the cups would be given to apartment complex managers encouraging their 
1nvolvement 10 recycling programs. 

Ms. Gorham reported Andy Sloop, Associate Solid Waste Planner, had written a grant proposal for the Oregon 
Recycling Markets Development Council (ORMDC), which was subsequently selected. Mr Sloop said the grant 
was for $75,000 from the Environmental Pro1ec11on Agency (EPA) through their Jobs Through Recycling 
Imuanve wuh additional contributwns as detailed in a document Mr. Sloop distributed to the Commtttee further 
identifying funding contributions and actions for the hiring of a Recycling Economic Development Advocate for 
an 18 month position to be housed at the Stace Economic Development Department. This document has been 
made a pan of the permanent meeting record. Mr. Sloop said the function of the pos1uon was to create stronger 
hnks among public and private orgaruzations. 

Ms. Gorham discussed a project to identify potential economic opportumues to process and apply recovered 
cullet, a post consumer green glass material, for secondary use. Chuck Nozicka, Image Analysis Market 
Research (IA) bnefed the Commictee regarding results of a study done regarding v1ab1hty research for the 
material. 

• General Staff Reports 

Bob Martm, Director of the Solid Waste Department, addressed the Comminee and discussed the Departmem"s 
review of the possibility of savmgs potential were Metro 10 expend funds for purchase of fuel for Jack Gray 
Transport trucks used in waste disposal from system facilities. He referenced his memorandum dated April 18, 



Metro Council Soltd Waste Committee 
April 19, 1994 
Page 2 

1994 to the Commiuee which detailed the results of the review and plans to begin purchasmg diesel fuel required 
for the transport of waste from Metro faciliues to the Columbia Ridge Landfill. This document has been made 
part of the permanent meeting record. He said bid documents would be prepared and presented to the Commmee 
m August, 1994 for review and approval. He satd procurement would then be conducted m September and the 
contract(s) awarded in October. He said savings were estimated at $1,350 per day, or approximately $9 million 
net savings over the life of the contract. Mr. Martin said an excise tax of $.244 per gallon would be avoided by 
the proposed contractual arrangement. 

In response to Counclior Monroe, Mr. Martin sacd about an average of 58 gallons were used per round trip 
amountmg to a savmgs of about $14 per load. Mr. Martm said he had not "banked" the amount of anticipated 
savmgs in the FY 1994-95 budget to date. He noted a reduced cost of abouc $300,000 per year would be realtzed, 
and emphastzed it was not reflected in the currently proposed budget, but would be so now chat ii was known what 
to expect. 

Mr. Martin clarified for Councilor McLam that only transported waste 10 Columbia Ridge would be involved, not 
any other waste, such as Forest Grove. 

Mr. Martin discussed various options regarding the transpon of Forest Grove waste. Mr. Martin satd he was not 
prepared to make a recommendauon to the Council at this time, but was gathering mformatlon. 

Councilor McLain addressed Staff, and asked Mr. Martin 1f his recommendation would be in the form of a 
proposal for review and approval by the Committee. Mr. Martin said he would bnng information as obtamed to 
the Commntee and to the Executive Officer for review and decision making on the 1natter. Councilor t\1cLain 
asked Mr. Manin if Departn1ent Staff and other interested parties could meet together for a work session as a pre-
dialogue forum for full discussion of the impltcat10ns of options prior to recommendation from Staff. Counctlor 
McLain noted a precedent for such a session occurred Wllh regard to 2040 land use issues. Mr. Marlin ind1caced 
he would be willing to do so. Councilor McLain requested the Commiuee Chair consider accommodaung such a 
work session. Councilor Hansen supported the concept of such a session. 

3 Ordmance No 94-541 An Ordmance Amending the FY 1993-94 Budget and Appropriations Schedule for 
the Pur:pose of Reflec1jng Funding Increases Due 10 Delivered Soljd Waste Tonnage 1n Excess of Bndge1 
Expectations Restoring Funding for the Neighborhood Annual Cleanup Program Recogn1z1ng New Grant 
E11nds and Related Expenditures Funding (Jnantjcjpated Personal Seryjces Requirements and Transferring 
Appropriations Wah1n the Solid Waste Revenue Fund and the Rehab11itat1on and Enhancement Fund and 
Declaring an Emergency 

Roosevelt Carter, Budget and Finance Manager, Solid Waste Department, and Kathy Rutkowski, Principal 
Admmistrative Services Analyst, briefed the Commmee regardmg transfers of appromately $1.88 m1llton from 
the Solid Waste Revenue Fund Contingency and $20,000 from the Rehab1lttatton and Enhancement Fund 
Contingency Account as detailed in the proposed ordinance and accompanying staff report These documents are 
a part of the permanent meeting record. Ms. Rutkowski pointed out an error had been made in the total PERS 
fringe rate estimated for the 1993-94 budget, and she said the difference amounted to a . 7 3 increase in the frmge 
rate that should have been budgeted. 

Councilor Monroe requested further information regarding PERS pick up legahnes, which Ms. Rutkowski 
understood would be provided by labor negotiations in Personnel and for which Ms. Rutkowski affirmed she 
would obtain an answer. 

In response to Councilor Monroe, who noted last year's costs were about $500,000 as connected to the put-or-pay 
clause, Mr. Carter said he would provide estimates for the commg year for the put-or-pay coses for Metro South 
based on increased tonnages. Chair McFarland noted the contract was concluded in October, 1994. The 
Committee and Staff discussed the tonnage flows to Metro South further. 
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Chair McFarland opened a public hearing. No citizens appeared before the Committee to testify. ChaiT 
McFarland closed the public hearing. 

Councilor McLain moved to recommend Ordinance No. 94-54 l to the full Council 
for adoption. 

Councilors Hansen, McLam, Monroe, Wyers, Buchanan and McFarland voted 
aye. 

The vote was unanimous and the motion passed. 

4 Ordmance No 94-543 For the Purpose of Amending Metro Code Chapter 5 02 to Reduce and Otherwise 
Ad1ust Disposal Fees Charged at Metro Sohd Waste Fac1!jtjes Proy1de for Special Exemptions from Fees and 
Establish Covered Load Rebates Effecrive September l 1994 

Mr. Carter presented the staff report, and said the Executive Officer had recommended passing savings to be 
realized following signing of the Oregon Waste Systems contract in the amount of $1 per ton on to the rate payers 
of region, or about $750,000. He said this savmgs was reflected in a proposed action before the Budget 
Committee. 

Chair McFarland opened a public hearing No citizens appeared before the Commlltee to testify. Chair 
McFarland closed the public heanng. 

Main Mouon Councilor Monroe moved Ordinance No. 94-543 lo the Finance Committee for 
consideration without recommendation. 

Chair McFarland said the Rate Review Comminee had discussed the maner at length, and said the Rate Review 
Committee was interested in holding the rate at the same level for a two year penod, not a one year period 

Mr Carter responded to Councilor Monroe regarding the potenual for increasing the excise tax on sohd waste. 
He said the Department calculated the approximate additional cost to Sohd Waste would be about $450,000, and 
said the savings realized in the Jack Gray Transport fuel purchase contract would offset the add1ttonal excISe tax 
cost. 

Councilor Monroe requested the figures Mr Carter referenced be prepared in a report to the Budget and Finance 
Committees. He said if the excise tax were increased to fund Planning, It might be de1erm1ned to be prudent to 
reduce the tipping fee following careful examination of the numbers. 

Mouon to Amend: Councilor Hansen moved to amend Councilor Monroe's motion to change the recon1mendation 
to the Finance Commiltee 10 reflect Commiuee approval. 

The Commntee debated the issues 

Vole on Motion Amend: 

The mollon to amend failed. 

Vote on Main Mooon. 

Councilors Hansen, McLain and McFarland voted aye. Councilors Buchanan, 
Wyers and Monroe voted no. 

Councilors Hansen, McLain, Monroe, Wyers, Buchanan and McFarland voted aye. 

The vote was unanimous and the motion passed. 
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5 Ordinance No 94-542 For the Purpose of Repealing Ordinance No 94-531 Due 10 Me1ro Was1e Disposal 
Services Contract Amendment No 4 Which Will Allow Reduction of Metro's Soltd Waste Disposal Rate by 
Separate Ordinance and Declaring an Emer2ency 

Mr. Carter presented and summarized the staff report, a copy of which is contamed m the permanent meeting 
record. 
Mrumn: Councilor Monroe moved Ordmance No. 94-542 to the Fmance Committee without 

recommendation. 

Chair McFarland opened a publtc hearing. No citizens appeared before the Commrnee to tesufy. Chair 
McFarland closed the public hearing. 

Yfil: Councilors Hansen, McLain, Monroe, Wyers, Buchanan and McFarland voted aye 

The vote was unanimous and the motion passed. 

6 Ordjoance No 94-546 For the Purpose of Amend102 Eranch1se No I 2 for Pemco Inc 10 Autbonze an 
Add1t1onal Temporary l.ocat1on for Treatment of petroleum Cootam1nated Sojl and Declaring an Emergency 

Mr. Carter presented and summarized the staff repor1, a copy of which 1s contained in the permanent meeting 
record. 

Chair McFarland opened a public hearing. No citizens appeared before the Commiuee to tesufy Chair 
McFarland closed the publtc hearing. 

In response to Councilor McLain, Mr. Carter said the terms of the franchise were approximately four 1nonths for 
the proposed ten1porary location Mr Caner noled 1he proposed ordmance earned an emergency clause. 

Mrumn: Councilor Hansen moved to recommend Ordinance No. 94-546 to the full Council for adopuon 

Councilors Hansen, Mclain. Monroe, Wyers, Buchanan and McFarland voled aye. 

The vole was unanimous and the motion passed. 

There being no further busmess, the meeting adjourned at 5:23 p.m 
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