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STATE OF SPORT REPORT 
              
 
Date: December 12, 2022 
Department: Planning, Development & 
Research 
Meeting Date: 12/15/2022 
 
Prepared by: Jaye Cromwell, 
jaye.cromwell@oregonmetro.gov 

Presenter(s) (if applicable): Andy Shaw, 
PBA Staff, Washington County Chamber of 
Commerce staff 
 
Length: 30 min 
 

              
 
ISSUE STATEMENT 
 
Council will receive a presentation on the “State of Sport” by representatives of 
organizations that sponsored the report, including the Portland Business Alliance and 
Washington County Chamber of Commerce.  State of Sport refers to both the status of the 
broad set of athletic, outdoor, team and recreational businesses, events, and facilities that 
make up the “ecosystem” of the sports economic cluster, and also the idea that Oregon is 
uniquely positioned as a state champion to advance the sports and apparel ecosystem.   
 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
 
No action is needed at this time. This item is being brought to the Council to help inform 
and further the conversation about economic impacts of employment and cultivation of a 
specialty sport sector in our region. 
 
IDENTIFIED POLICY OUTCOMES 
 
The goal of this work session is to inform Metro Council about the state of the sporting 
industry in our region, including the economic and employment implications. Core findings 
of the report showed that our region possesses an unparalleled combination of talent, 
sporting events, outdoor recreation, and athletic culture, and that our region is already a 
sporting industry leader. 
 
POLICY QUESTION(S) 
How can Metro Council respond and prepare for the needs of the sport industry and work 
to support a specialized economic sector in the region? 
 
POLICY OPTIONS FOR COUNCIL TO CONSIDER 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
N/A 
 



VALUE OF JOBS COALITION

Oregon: The State of Sport



ECONOMIC REPORTS
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This coalition has a track record of producing thoughtful 
economic analyses

▪ State of the Economy (annual)
▪ 2022 State of the Economy

▪ Special focus on Cost of Living (2022)
▪ Special focus on Household Tax Burden (2021)
▪ Special focus on Housing Affordability (2020)
▪ Special focus on East Multnomah County (2018)

▪ Oregon’s State of Trade (2019)

▪ Automation & the Future of Work (2017)

https://portlandalliance.com/2022
https://portlandalliance.com/advocacy/2022-cost-of-living.html
https://portlandalliance.com/2021taxes
https://portlandalliance.com/advocacy/2020-housing-affordability.html
https://portlandalliance.com/advocacy/2018-economic-check-up--multnomah-county.html
https://portlandalliance.com/advocacy/2019-international-trade-report.html
https://portlandalliance.com/automation/
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Source: Oregon Employment Department, CES

Jobs continue steady gain, expected to 
recover by early 2023



Portland’s economy is resilient despite 
headwinds

Source: OED CES

Employment Change During the Pandemic – Portland vs. Peer Markets



Source: Oregon Employment Department, CES

Job losses most heavily concentrated in 
Multnomah County
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Portland has lost its competitive edge in quality 
of life and affordability

Data source: OED CES

Most voters in the region say quality of life is getting worse
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About four in ten voters say their household is 
worse off economically and this number has 
been steadily rising
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▪ Highly specialized workforce with 
unique skills sets and programs for 
the Athletic Outdoor Recreation and 
Team economy

▪ World headquarters of Nike, adidas 
North America, and thousands more

▪ World-class major league sports 
and global competitions

▪ World-class destination for outdoor 
adventure

What is our economic 
brand proposition?



If you name it, they will know it...

Brooklyn Tech Triangle North Carolina - The Research Triangle
Milwaukee Water 

Technology District





DOWNLOAD THE FULL REPORT AT:

OregonStateofSport.com
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STRATEGIC CONTEXT & FRAMING COUNCIL DISCUSSION 
The report: 

• Details the statewide economic impacts of employment and manufacturing driven 
by companies, through events, and retail sales 

• Identifies trends across the entire sports ecosystem 
• Evaluates comparison regions to Greater Portland using benchmark analytics 
• Explores opportunities for increasing well-paying jobs. 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
This is part of the series of Council work session panels on industry, manufacturing, and 
economic readiness. The first panel focused on industry and manufacturing and included 
perspectives from Willamette Technical Fabricators, Oregon Business & Industry, and 
ECONorthwest. This panel highlighted barriers to development within the region, including 
site readiness, available land, and workforce readiness (training, education, and outreach).   
 
Our second panel presented Council the Site Readiness Toolkit developed in 2020 by the 
Port of Portland in partnership with Metro staff and 13 other jurisdictions in the region. 
The toolkit identifies barriers to development and includes roadmaps to determine specific 
tools and revenue returns available in support of site development.   
 
The third panel presented on the importance of siting and recruiting new industrial 
businesses and securing locations for retention and expansion within the region in job 
creation and economic development.  
 
Metro also has an interest in supporting a specialized sport sector because of the tourism 
and employment opportunities, including opportunities for the Convention Center and the 
Expo Center.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Slides to be sent before presentation.   
 
[For work session:] 

• Is legislation required for Council action?   Yes     x No 
• If yes, is draft legislation attached?  Yes      No 
• What other materials are you presenting today? Slides to be sent before meeting 
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