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PROJECT Whitman Elementary

7326 SE Flavel

Portland Oregon 97206

CONTACT Darlene Badrick 503 916-6370

BUDGET Metro grant $754

Approximate Volunteer Hours 892

Total Project $4991

QUESTION How can school yard be developed intoan outdoor science classroom

GOAL Utilize outdoor area surrounding school building by planting garden of

vegetables and native plants and trees to shade the playground

COMMUNITY
The school building serves as the center ofthe community The neighborhood is

comprised mainly of small single-family starter houses and lower income house and

apartment rentals Whitman school has students enrolled and several extra curricular

programs before and after school daycare reading tutors from the business community
and an open gym after school that utilizes the indoor facilities however the school lacks
outdoor diversity

DESCRIPTION
Two areas at Whitman Elementary were in need of enhancement the playground and the

courtyard Planting trees on the playground area to attract wildlife also provided shade
and teachers with place to conduct outdoor exploration with their students The

courtyard area was well located for garden containing flowers and vegetables Students

prepared the soil planted vegetation and harvested the vegetables The garden

emphasized growing organically with alternative pest control methods like ladybugs
The garden serves the community as hands-on model ofecological and productive
urban greenspace and creation ofa garden club for after school interest completed the
formal structure ofthe project

PARTNERSHIPS
Fred Meyer Inc

Kaschs Garden Center

RESULTS Viable garden for community enjoyment and trees to shade the

playground
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