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Peer Creek School
Environmental Education Project

FINAL IEFOR1
June 199

peer Creek Schools Living Classroom project Is alive and well Our first project th Metro Is

complete Following Is summary of activities on how the project was cornplete and comments
aiout each part

PATHS AND LEARNING STATIONS We have installed gravel paths through our ooc41arids area
with specific areas for study so far These include

ioswale What Is It
oswale Water Quality Testing

Pecomposition

Feeding Station

ListenIng Station

ReflectIon Station

Cornparisori of man-made and natural wetlands and woodlands ar as

Paths were laid with volunteer IaIor crews from the Washington County Work in lou of Jail

program over several weekends These work crews were for the most part ctulte reilaEIe and

appeared to enjoy working on project that students would L7enef It from Severe ii Individuals from
this crow seemed to take special Interest In this project and offered excellent eas and took the
initiative to see them through For example one individual who worked for tree rimming husiriess

recommended trimming trees and snags that were over the paths In interest of 5tuderlt safety
He l2rought his own ecjuipment and completed thejoE in professional way Other identIfied plants
that were In the pathways and replanted them in other others

This was an economical way to get large project done It dId call for staff to rk days week
for several weeks to allow the Luilding to 120 open arid provide direction for the ore is In the future
we would pro12aL4y try to spread the project work out over period of several mo ithe instead of
several weeks In order to keep staff energy levels high and prevent 1urriout

STAFF TRAINING
All staff have participated in the Project Wet training Teaching materials and

upplies have 12een

organized into 12ins 12y station with cross grade level activities planned arid organl ed for the 12ins

In addition to activities these stations were specifically situated for we are pies sod that staff
have developed additional activities to meet district and state curriculum t7eneh riarks

We have also devoted one of our four staff trainIng days over the last years tt train staff on
new ideas arid strategies to use the woodlands and wetlands Staff have 12een en a12out

their participation In these and they have resulted In increased usage

Post-Ir Fax Note
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ACTIVITIES wh STUDENTS
HAITAT We have offered after school projects to students hi the past year and half

These programs called HAITAT are designed to teach appreciation and stewar shIp of the our

enironment In hands-on

BIRD AND UT1ERFLY GARDEN
The first HABITAT group started with 14 students and swelled to over 30 1efor the end of the

session Students were charged with researching designing and planting the sire and utterfIy
Garden In the process of planning the garden students did soil testing researc ied what plants
were already in the area measured the area researched anin-ial and halitat needs identified how

to provide that and created planting plan to acconirriodate those needs Plant were purchased
and students planted the garden Students also ruiac1e wild seed mats to take hc me and L2ird

houses which will ie placed in the woodlands iii the fall Students have also planned nd delivered

events students created an assembly to kick-off the planting of the 1utterf and

hummingbird garden with Mike l3urton they presented to the Wildlife Steward -ograni and

they presented to the Metro EnvIronmental Education grants group They came home with

Gold Seal Awardl

This garden is maintained during the school year by students arid over the summe by families that

sign up for week at time Maintenance work also includes writing hi thejournal al out habitat arid

wildlife observations

WATER CYCLES
The second HA5ITAI group was designed to teach about water cycles feeding id small critters

like bats This project welcomed over 40 students Many students who were not involved iii the

previous HAlTATjoined We worked to capitalize resources in our bird and utte Fly Garden
Students did extensivetours of the garden to observe how many different lea shapes
are there do any plants have flowers fruit what does it look like

any critters around etc They worked on plant Identification botanical drawings iid bark and leaf

rubbings They engaged in book research as well and researched Information abc Jt the plants---
How lig Flower When What did the Native Americans use the plant for if ap iicable What
wildlife does the plant provide for They worled fri teams of or young paired vith older

students We wanted hands-on way for the kids to see what changes have hap eried

jr
-
i the

garden to become more familiar with the plants they chose and for the new kids feel part of

It too

SEEP
The third HABITAT group was open only to 4th and St.Ii graders This project wa dubbed SEED
for Science Experiment Evaluate and Document Work was designed around arou id the scientific

Inquiry model state science benchmark for 5th grade Students designed an ex erirnent learned

scientific terms like hypothesis data analysis documentatIon and evaluate St idents planted
vvarietyof seeds and monitored growth under varIables control group grc up thathad

adequate water less light and group that had less light and adequate water volunteer

purchased materials and built growing rack and loaned it to the school Studen then worked
with graphic artist another volunteer to create their display The work was splayed at the
school Science Fair then shared at the Wildlife Stewards Program presentationhere our
students came home with another Gold Seal Awardl highlight of this program vas visit from

Craig Tufts Chief Naturalist with the National Wildlife Federation We were honor to have Craig
visit with our students inspire them and meet with other project organizers for lniost hours
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This group also had the opportunity to participate in vkeo production with 4-f- atout the
National Wildlife Federation programs They filmed at Peer Creek School arid stud ents prepared
talks aLout their experiences

WETLANPS ANP WOOPLANPS ACTIVITIES

We have just completed the 4th HABITAT session We turned students away afi er reaching e3
registrations Activities included teaching thservatIon skills through Sound Ma1 ICamera where
student pairs alternated l.ietween listening arid locating sounds In nature and viewir items Iri Mature
arid recording iriforniation Students also worked with guest on mushroom ht ritirig expedition
and making spore prints For the third session another guest taught a1out I2ees Students
examined 1ee specimens and 1ee nests Students buiit lee nests For the next ses ion students

participated in Plant Safari Each student thserved their plant height color etc to help id

the plant Teams worked together to id the plants and wrote ajourrial page thou their plant
including what it was and determination of its haltat value The plant specirrier leaf arid flower
was pressed sealed in clear contact paper to add to the chlldsjourrial page The lcxt session
included Wildlife Safari This Included instructions on how to check for wildllfe Ictivity Ie

tracks nests actual sightings etc Students watched for signs of animal Inse etc activity
arid then recorded on theirJourrial page what they found and what could te done Dc improve
hthitat value

These HABITAT experiences utilize parent and comrnunlty volunteers to organize nd execute
They are scheduled for weeks one day week We have extended the time from hour to arid

1/2 hours They have L7rought many valual7le connections to the school as well as ovided

meaningful and fun opportunities for our students to learn thout good stewards of our
envIronment Although we have done this times we feel we are still in the irifanc of this program
and have many more ideas to develop

We have secured family volunteers to take care of the Iutterfiy and huniriiingIlrd 3arden for
week at time over the summer Their responslllltleswill include checking health id condition of
plants weeding deadheadliig any flowers arid recording oIservations in ajournal

it fecame clear to us that one parent volunteer could riot manage the numher of .udents who
wanted Do involved in this program We were thie to secure community voJunt ers who dont
have children in our school- --1 Senior citizen rieighlor who is also master garcler and newly
trained Wildlife Steward These volunteers have worked with our parent volunteer nd the principal
to design the activities secure materials and to each work with smaller groups students

While these activities have leen very popular with our students Iecause of numIer of students
our volunteers feel need to apply criteria for participation They are working thIs

SCHOOL WIPE ASSEMLiES
We have held several school wide assemblies to celthrate the progress of our work arid learning
thout our woodlands and wetlands For these assemElies our music teacher has oordiriated
music and student performance

OTHER
This project has Ieen great springEoard for community partnerships for Peer reek School In

addition to our work with METRO we have I7ecome affiliated with Wildlife Steward 34-H
programs National Wildlife Federation Piack Foundation Project Wet George Fc University
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Washington County Work Iti Lieu of Jail arid variety of community businesses wh have consulted

with us on these projects We are Just in the begintiing stages of capitallzkig on th se and are

anxious to continue and expand our relationships

FUTURE FLANS
Staff will continue to refine activities to meet science arid other curr1cuiar areas One drearti

that several staff members arid volunteers have talked about is to refIne the curt culurn and to

stock station bins to promote ease of use for staff and volunteers We are in ie process of

working on this arid hope to be able to open this area and our bin system to other chools for

small restocking fee

We have an interest planting native flowers and plants on the bloswa We would like signlage out

at each station We would also like signiage indoors in the lobby leading to our lrd nid butterfly

Garden to identify it as student developed area along with our stewardship go Is

We also have an Interest in raising salmon or trout from eggs for release One ide is to have this

be part of our HAITAT in conjunction with classroom participation We will seek rant funding to

acctuire the ricessary materials forthis


