
Council work session agenda

Metro Regional Center, Council Chamber, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

-OGvV22IFJc, https://zoom.us/j/615079992 

Webinar ID: 615 079 992 or 888-475-4499 

(toll free)

Tuesday, February 6, 2024 10:30 AM

This meeting will be held electronically and in person at the Metro Regional Center Council Chamber.

You can join the meeting on your computer or other device by using this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-OGvV22IFJc

10:30 Call to Order and Roll Call

10:35 Work Session Topics:

Keller Auditorium Renovation Concept and Process Update 24-600610:35

Presenter(s): Robyn Williams (she/her), P5 Executive Director, Metro

Karl Lisle (he/him), City of Portland

John Russell, Russell Development Company

Tim Eddy, Henebery Eddy Architects

Diana Stuart, Downtown Portland Neighborhood 

Association

Brian Ferriso, Portland Art Museum

Shane Jewell, Oregon Ballet Theater

Scott Andrews, Melvin Mark Properties

Staff ReportAttachments:

11:35 Chief Operating Officer Communication

11:40 Councilor Communication

11:45 Adjourn
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https://oregonmetro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=5449
https://oregonmetro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=cf9127c3-d6bc-467f-908f-0387c629680a.pdf
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Metro respects civil rights 
Met ro fully compl ies wit h Tit le VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title II of the Americans w ith Disabil ities Act , Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and other 
statutes that ban discrimination. If any person believes they have been discriminated against regarding the receipt of benefi ts or services because of race, color. 
national origin, sex, age or disability, they have the right to file a complaint with Metro. For information on Metro's civil rights program, or to obtain a discrimination 
complaint form, visit oregonmetro.gov/civilright s or call 503-797-1890. Metro provides services or accommodations upon request to persons with disabilit ies and 
people who need an interpreter at public meetings. If you need a sign language interpreter, communicat ion aid or language assistance, call 503-797-1890 or TDD/TTY 
503-797-1804 (8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays) 5 business days before the meeting. A ll Metro meetings are wheelchair accessible. Individuals wit h service animals are 
welcome at Metro facilit ies, even where pets are generally prohib ited. For up-to-date public t ransportation information, vis it TriMet's website at t r imet.org 

Thong bao ve Slf Metro khong ky thj cua 

Metro ton trc;>ng dan quyen. Muon biet them thong tin ve ch11ong tr1nh dan quyen 

cua Metro, ho~c muon lay clon khieu n;;ii ve SI/ ky thi, xin xem trong 

www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights. Neu quy vj can thong dich vien ra dau bang tay, 

trq giup ve t iep xuc hay ngon ngii, xin goi so 503-797-1700 (tlr 8 gib' sang cle'n 5 gib' 

chieu vao nhiing ngay th11b'ng) tr116c buoi hops ngay lam viec. 

noeiAOMlleHHR Metro npo 3a6opoHy AHCKPHMiHa4 ii 

Metro 3 noearot0 craBHTbCR AO rpoMaAAHCbKHX npae. ,11,n• orpHMaHHR iH<j>opMa11ii 

npo nporpaMy Metro i3 3ax1-1cry rpoMaARHCbK"1X npas a6o cpopMa-1 CKaprn npo 

AHCKPHMiHa4it0 eiABiAa'1re ca'1r www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights. a6o RKLllO eaM 

norpi6eH nepeK!laAaY Ha 36opax, AJ1R 3appsoneHHR aaworo 3amffy 3are11e¢i0Hy~he 

3a HOMepoM 503-797-1700 3 8.00AO17.00 y po6oYi AHi 3a n'RTb po6oYHX AHiB AO 

36opie. 
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Ogeysiiska takooris la'aanta ee Metro 

Metro waxay ixtiraamtaa xuquuqda madaniga. Si aad u heshid macluumaad ku 

saabsan barnaamijka xuquuqda madaniga ee Metro, ama aad u heshid warqadda ka 

cabashada takoorista, booqo www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights. Haddii aad u baahan 

tahay turjubaan si aad uga qaybqaadatid kullan dadweyne, wac 503-797-1700 (8 

gallinka hore illaa 5 gallinka dam be maalmaha shaqada) shan maalmo shaqo ka hor 

kullanka si loo tixgaliyo codsashadaada. 
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Paunawa ng Metro sa kawalan ng diskr iminasyon 

lginagalang ng Metro ang mga karapatang sibil. Para sa impormasyon tungkol sa 

programa ng Metro sa mga karapatang sibil, o upang makakuha ng porma ng 

reklamo sa diskriminasyon, bisitahi n ang www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights. Kung 

kailangan ninyo ng interpreter ng wika sa isang pampublikong pulong, tumawag sa 

503-797-1700 (8 a.m. hanggang 5 p.m. Lunes hanggang Biyernes) lima araw ng 

t rabaho bago ang pulong upang mapagbigyan ang inyong kahilingan. 

Notificaci6n de no discriminaci6n de Metro 

Metro respeta los derechos civiles. Para obtener informaci6n sabre el programa de 

derechos civiles de Metro o para obtener un formulario de reclamo por 

discriminaci6n, ingrese a www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights . Si necesita asistencia 

con el idioma, llame al 503-797-1700 (de 8:00 a. m. a 5:00 p. m. los dias de semana) 

5 dias laborales antes de la asamblea. 

YBe AOM/leHMe 0 HeAo ny w.eHHH AHCKpHM HH3U.HH OT Metro 

Metro yea>+<aer rpa>KJlaHCKHe npaea. Y3HaTb o nporpaMMe Metro no co6nt0AeHHt0 

rpa>KJlaHCKHX npae " nOllyYHTb <j>OpMy >+<ano6bl 0 A"CKPHM-Hal\HH MO>+<HO Ha ee6-

caHre www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights. Ec11M saM Hy>t<eH nepeBOA"'llitK Ha 

06L11eCTBeHHOM co6paHHH, OCT38bTe CBOH 3anpoc, n03BOHHB no HOMepy 503-797-

1700 B pa60YHe AHH c 8:00 AO 17:00 H 3a nRTb pa6oY"X AHeH AO AaTbl co6paHHR. 

Avizul Metro privind nediscriminarea 

Metro respecta drepturile civile. Pentru i nforma\ii cu privire la programul Metro 

pentru drepturi civile sau pentru a ob\ine un formular de reclama\ie impotriva 

discriminarii, vizita\i www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights. Daca ave\i nevoie de un 

interpret de limba la o ~edinta publica, suna\i la 503-797-1700 (intre orele 8 ~i 5, in 

timpul zilelor lucratoare) cu cinci zile lucratoare inainte de ~edin\a, pentru a putea sa 

va raspunde in mod favorabil la cerere. 

Metro txoj kev ntxub ntxaug daim ntawv ceeb toom 

Metro tributes cai. Rau cov lus qhia txog Metro txoj cai kev pab, los yog kom sau ib 

daim ntawv tsis txaus siab, mus saib www.oregonmetro.gov/civilrights. Yog hais tias 

koj xav tau lus kev pab, hu rau 503-797-1700 (8 teev sawv ntxov txog 5 teev tsaus 

ntuj weekdays) 5 hnub ua hauj lwm ua ntej ntawm lub rooj sib tham. 

January 2021 
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KELLER AUDITORIUM REOVATION CONCEPT AND PROCESS UPDATE 

Date: February 6, 2024 
Department: Visitor Venues/P5 
Meeting Date: February 6, 2024 
Length: 1 Hour 

Prepared by: Nancy Strening, 
nancy.strening@oregonmetro.gov, 503-
705-9768 
Presenters: Robyn Williams (she/her) P5 

Karl Lisle (he/him) City of Portland 
John Russell – Russell Development Company 
Tim Eddy – Henebery Eddy Architects 
Diana Stuart – Downtown Portland     
Neighborhood Association   
Brian Ferriso – Portland Art Museum 
Shane Jewell  Oregon Ballet Theater 
Scott Andrews – Melvin Mark Properties 

ISSUE STATEMENT 
The City of Portland and P5 have identified structural, accessibility, operational, and guest 
comfort challenges with the Keller auditorium and are exploring options to remedy these 
challenges.  Options include renovation on the current site and building new on an 
alternate site.  To date, the City of Portland and Metro have contributed funds to a 
comprehensive renovation study conducted by the Halprin Landscape Conservancy.  The 
City is also in the process of funding concept studies for 2 alternate sites.  Today the 
Halprin team will present their work in order to keep Council informed of progress. 

ACTION REQUESTED 

No action – informational only 
IDENTIFIED POLICY OUTCOMES 

N/A 

POLICY QUESTION(S) 

N/A 

POLICY OPTIONS FOR COUNCIL TO CONSIDER 
N/A 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

None at this time 

STRATEGIC CONTEXT & FRAMING COUNCIL DISCUSSION 

This work session will include a presentation by the Halprin Landscape Conservancy team 
on the conceptual renovation proposal developed during 2023. This privately-led effort 

mailto:nancy.strening@oregonmetro.gov


2 

received funding from both the City and Metro, and raised significant private capital to 
complete the work presented in A Keller Renaissance: Keller Auditorium Feasibility Study. 

Renovation of the facility is one option being considered. In addition, the City is working 
with Metro and P’5 to explore two sites that could accommodate a new large scale 
performing arts facility. This conceptual design work is getting underway now and is 
expected to be completed in late spring 2024. During summer 2024, City and Metro leaders 
will consider the comprehensive set of options for exploring the future of the facility and be 
asked to make a recommendation regarding a preferred path. 

BACKGROUND 
The Keller Auditorium plays an essential role in Portland’s arts community, providing the 
only local space for large-scale theatrical performances such as traveling Broadway shows, 
large format ballet and opera.  It generates half the revenue for Metro’s Portland’5 theaters 
– helping make smaller, local productions feasible, affordable and accessible.

Like most older civic buildings, the Keller was not built to withstand a major earthquake.  A 
2020 seismic report provides a preliminary analysis of renovations needed to meet 
modern safety standards.  Guest amenities, backstage facilities, and mechanical and 
production systems are also outdated, creating a competitive disadvantage. 

Renovating the Keller, replacing the facility in its current location, or building an entirely 
new venue are all options that will require significant time, investment and collaboration 
between Metro, the City, facility users, and private partners. 

ATTACHMENTS 
None 

[For work session:] 
• Is legislation required for Council action?   Yes     X No
• If yes, is draft legislation attached?  Yes     X No
• What other materials are you presenting today?

https://efiles.portlandoregon.gov/record/16460760
https://www.portland.gov/venues/documents/keller-auditorium-2020-seismic-analysis-summary/download
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