
METROPOLITAN CITIZENS. LEAGUE
MISSION STATEMENT

The Metropolitan Citizens' League is an
actively advocating a regional point of
the metropolitan area.

organization of eitizens
view on public issues of

The Citizens' League serves as a forum to study opportunities and
problems which transcend the region's city, county, and state
boundaries. Among these are economic development, public transit,
solid waste disposal, regional parks, regional library links, and
public safety.
Ttre Citizens' League monitors regional governments and
organizations specifically, Metropolitan Service District,
Tri-Met, the Port of Porttand, the Portland Area Boundary
Commission and seeks to improve their effectiveness and
accountability.
The Citizens' League works in a variety of ways, including:

Task force studies of critical
recommendations for improvement

issues, leading to

Testimony to governmental bodies and decision-makers
Development of educational materials on loca1 and regional
government for distribution to students and citizens
Itleeting regularly for luncheon with speakers on topies of
special metropolitan interest.
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Mi ssi en Sta.tement

Hetropol i tan tri ti zens" Leagure

The Metropolitan Citizens' Leagute is an organization of
citizens actively advocating a regional point of viet^r on purbl ic
issues of the metropolitan area.

The Citizens' League serves a.E a #orum to str-rdy opportunities
and problems which transcend the region's city, county and state
boutndari es. Among these are ectrnomi c devel opment, purbl i c transi t,
solid-naste disposalr regional parksr reeienal library linlts and

putbl ic saf ety.
The tritizens' League monitors regional gevernments and

organizations -- specifically, Hetropolitan Service District,
Tri-l'let, the Port of Portland, the Portland Area Boundary

Eommission -- and seeks to irnprove their ef{ectiveness and

accountabi I i ty.
The tritizens'League works in a variety of ways. including:
* Task force studies of critical issues. leading to

rE!trornmendations for improvement

* Testimony to governrnental bodies and decision-mal;ers
* Deve}opment of edurcational materials on local and regional

government for distribution to sturdents and citizens
* Meeting regularly for luncheon with speal<ers on topics of

special metropolitan interest. '
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PROPOSAT TO ESTABLISH A T,IETROPOLITAN STUDY COMMISSION

rt is the citizensr r.eague intent to pursue the establistrnent of a

metropolitan study conunission in the coming months.

The study conunission would be an independent group of corununity 1eaders

(civic, tmsiness, Iabor and. governnent) with a broad gauged mandate. Its
focus r.puId be on metropolitan issues, problems and governments--a look at
problems and, needs with a realistic look at the future. The conunission would

be a continuation of the efforts of the metropolitan community to provide
l:' -effective means to solve area-wide problems started 20 years ago through

the creation of the ol-d Metropolitan Study Corunission. That Conunission,

created in 1963, brought about among other things, the creatipn pf the
Columbia Region Association of C,overnments, enabling legislation fqr the
creation of the Met::opori'tan service District, the portr.and Baunqary,co-rryniiqqign,

and a City-County Charte:: commission. A second step towardq.netropoJ.ltqn
government refs:an was taken in 1973 through the creati.on of the ltsi_County.
rocaL Government Conuni'ssion. That trody brought about the enabltng legi.slatipn
which resulted In the merger of CRAG ints the Metropolitan service Di^strirct,
thus creati.ng the ,rnewl' Metro.

SPECIFICS OF THE PROPOSAL

Creation of Comm ISSXOD = We propose that the Citizens League Board of Dipectors
appoint the members ef the Cornsri.ssion frorn a list of names. developed by an

Ad Hoc Nominating Corgnittee. The Ad Hoc Nominating corunittee would be. chaired
by the President or q.nothe= ="n".="I*I" of the citizens r,eague and tre qade.

up of representatiives f:rom eaeh of the fou:r regionat entities (Iti-Met, .Metrg,

Boundp.ry Corqmi'ssion, and the port) , plus the T::i-County League of Women Voters,
the Metropol.itan Area chambers of commer:ce, r.abor councils., the Futures Group,
and others' Ttte.responsibi].ity of the Norninating conuni'ttee would tre to develop
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a list of names of community leaders from business, civic, labor and government

sectors. The Study Conmrission should consist of 30 to 40 members.

Scope of Review: It is important that the mandate of the study be broadly

gauged yet specific enough to develop realistic recommendations for improvements

to our metropolitan governErnce system. The Cormnission should study and make

reconunendations on the following:

Metropolitan Government Structure :

o What are the current and. suggested relationships among Tri-I"Iet, Metro,

and the Boundary Corunission? tt.,*
o Are there changes necessary to improve the existing structures and to

accomodate the provision of additional functions at the regional leve1,

i.e., parks, Iibraries, jails, etc.?

Metropolitan Government llrnctions :

o Given the current local government situation are there additional functions

or needs which realistically are suited to be provided at the metropolitan

l-evel?

o Vlhat changes need to be made to tmild metropolitan response?

l,letropolitan e,overnment Finance?

o What sources and a:nounts of revenue are needed to assure stable, long-term

funding of metropolitan area-wide services?

o What changes need to made to tap these revenue sources?

Timing of Review - The Study @nunission will likely make recommendations which

will require ctranges in state legislation. It is imperative that the Commissionts

work be completed by the end of Augiust 1984. We would not officially appoint
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the Conmission until- there is some indication of substantial financial

as indicated below.

E\rnding of Study Commission - In order to do a credible job it is imperative
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that the Commission have staff support--a full-time staff director and part-

time clerical support at a minimum. We suggest a budget of $50-751000, these

funds to be contrituted from the governrnental sector by Tri-Met, Metro, the

port, the Boundary Comrnission, and the State of Oregon, and. from the tnrsiness

conununity and private foundations.

Sununary - It is time for this conununity to reassess the functions and organiza-

tional relationships at the metropolitan levet. Recent publicity about problems

of funding parks, libraries and jails in this region are testimony that new

ideas and approaches are needed for the provision of public services. Metrors

current discussion of "takirrg over" Tri-Met also shows that relationshils'are

changing. It is crucial that all the current interest and activity be channeled

into an orderly and coordinated effort for a constructive outcoute to ocsur. The

metropolitan area does not have the time, energy or resources for individual

efforts at governmental reform to become a reality. The "next step" in our

evolving metropolitan governmental- system will require the cooperation of all

positive interested, parties for the thought to become a reality.
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l{ay 25, 1983

Dr. Ron Ceaee
Portland State UnlversltY
P. O. Box 751
Portland, OR 97201

Dear Ron:

Da utuBrsilinc' 6ll'e,
Dbrrk ,
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Chrrth Willienrsr

IXstri, J

Co,rfyKirtprtltl
Djsnicl

hcf DGh..
Di*ria5

C-orgcrhn Bcrgtn
Dbtttt 6

Shenan Xctlcy
DbtriclT

EmicBom
Distrtt t

Eruct Erlinga
Dsfricr l0

Mergc Xelanry
Disrrirr ll

Grry llrnrn
Dllr,rr12

527 SW tkil Sr.
PodLrrd.OR

9720/
n3t22r-16a6

(, ,, u",
Dtetropol

Thank you for Eettlng uP the lunch ulth Rlck Gustafson,
Corky Xirkpatrlckr Don Carlson and myself last Thursday. -f aplreclaEe you taklng the tlne to discuss the Cittzenst
teaguets leglslatlonl aE well as a Pos6lble 6tudy of lletro.

r EuggeEtlon that thevI tan Cltlzenst League lnltlnterested ln you late an lndependent
review of lletrors
reglonal Jurledlc

elatlonshlp with other

would you Dlnd puttlng ln rrltlng your thoughts E€IEE
an tndEpendent ievler of lletro by the t{elropolltan
Cittzensr League and, PerhaPE, reque6t that the ttletro
Councll lndlcate thelr suPPort for the concePt?

governance and r
tlons.

Clndly
Presldlng Offlcer
CB/erb
8672B./Dl

dlng

in"rf you for your attentlon to thls Datter.
assletlnce le greatly appreclated.
8lncerely,

& laJ4
r,anz(6

Your


