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Dear

Please allow us to introduce ourselves. You may have

heard of the Metropolitan Citizens League. The likeli-

is that you haven't as yet because the MCL was organized

in 1979, which makes it a comparative newcomer. Since,
however, many of the goals were formulated by people who
pioneered much of the legislation that activated current
regional agencies,you may already know some of our members.
Many of them are active in organizations or on boards that
are involved with some of the exciting and challenging pro-
jects that are taking shape in our region.

We're introducing ourselves to you because if this region
is going to fully recognize its potential, we're going to
need more than a "few good men". We're going to need quite
a few... men and women. They'll have to be bright, energe-
tic and innovative..(like you).. because the way we handle
our resources and the attention we pay to the course that's
being set for this region, now, will have a strong bearing
on housing and health care, water and land use, high tech
and agriculture, education and brain power, and on all of
us, in a decade that has been described as "dynamic and dan-
gerous",. '

The Metropolitan Citizens League has a healthy respect for

both those elements, but an even greater regard for this por-
tion of the Northwest because we have so much to lose. That's
why our organization is str i
the regional aspects of pa
ty, Tri-Met and the METRO go
that may affect them all.

Programs are being devised to kee



I would like to invite you to join the Metropolitam Citizens League, a group
concerned with the many regional issues affecting the metro area covered by
Clackamas, Multonomah, and Washington Counties. The enclosed brochure details
some of the League's purposes. The remainder of this letter provides a brief
idea of some of our current activities you won't want to miss.

During 1983, the Metropolitan Citizens League has chosen to focus oo three
important issues. The first is how the region should finance basic capital
services within the Urban Growth Boundary: storm and sanitary sewers, water
supply systems, and streets. Io the context of Ballot Measure 3 concerns and
the current state of Oregon's economy, financing capital facilities to support
or maintain economic development is critical.

A second major undertaking of the League this year is consider the future of
our regional parks. Lane County was forced to close many of its parks outside
of Eugene due to funding and maintenance problems. Do we face a similar prob-
lem here? Who uses what parks? 1In a crunch, can we act regionally to get the
best use for the most people? These questions and others will be considered
by a newly formed Metro Citizens League Study Group.

The third effort is to create a permanent local government education program.
It will present the structure of local government, the services it provides,
and how they are financed. The final product will be a video tape presenta-
tion which can be given by an MCL member to civic and academic groups. We
believe this will fill a void, particularly in the schools, where little is
taught about the level of goveroment closest to most people.

Another activity of is our mouthly luncheon series. In recent months members
have bhad the opportunity to participate in the following presentations:

Date Speaker Topic
January 27 Dennis Buchanan, Multonomah County's Future

County Executive

February 23 Johu Anthony, The University & Community College:
President, PCC Competitive or Complementary?
Joseph Blumel,
President, PSU
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Dear

This letter is a follow-up to our recent
membership drive. If you have already
submitted your dues, please disregard this
reminder. If you have not, we hope that
you will consider rejoining us.

Our goal is 200 members by New Year's Eve,

a day that's widely recognized for its ca-
pacity to encourage coming together and look-
ing ahead, even before the midnight"count-
down".

We hope that you'll want to join us.

Sincerely,

Ron Cease
President

1912 8.W. SIXTH AVENUE, ROOM 252 / PORTLAND, OREGON 97201 / (503) 229-3097



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Marlene Bayless
George Beard

Beth Blunt

Philip Bogue
Keith Burns

Ron Cease

Jan Egger

Muriel Goldman
Pat Giardina
Rusty Goldy

Carl Halvorson
Charles Kemper
Ned Look

William Moshofsky
Kenneth Martin
Gene Peterson
Burke Raymond
Robert Stacey, Jr.
McKay Rich

Robert G. Simpson
Jerry Tippens
Bob Weil

Your application for membership in the Metropolitan
Citizens League has been received, and I am very
pleased to welcome you as a new member.

In the year ahead, I hope that we can offer you in-
formation and an opportunity to participate in our
research committees, monthly public forums on regional
issues and to become familiar with the legislative
process MCL is following during its advocacy of selected
regional issues. Our office is open from 9:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. for all members,to assist with any questions
dealing with activities of the league

In return, I hope that you will share your knowledge and
interest with other members in our mutual effort to reach
and inform metropolitan area residents.

Again, welcome to the Metroplitan Citizens League, and thank
you for the support you have offered.

Sincerely,

1912 S.W. SIXTH AVENUE, ROOM 252 / PORTLAND, OREGON 97201 / (503) 229-3097
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Again, welcome to the Metropolitan Citizens League, and
thank you for the support you have offered.

Sincerely,

Beth Blunt,
Executive Director
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The Metropolitan Citizens League is a new public service forum
organized to enable citizens to have an effective voice in the
events and decisions made throughout the Portland-Vancouver urban
camunity.

Supported by membership dues, it is a nonprofit organization beholden

to no one, no institution, no governmental agency, except its own
membership. '

In the two-state, multi—county area it represents, there are numerous
public ard private organizations which make decisions every day that
concern all residents.

However, there has been no single force through which the citizens them-
selves could introduce or guide the decisions. The Metropolitan Citizens
League promises to fill that void.

The League is a public affairs organization responsible to its membership
for study and action on regional issues. It expects to look ahead at
problems before they become crises and at opportunities before they are
lost. It proposes to create a climate of informed opinion to which the
community and its governmental system will respond.

By polling members and keeping in touch with the community on a broad
base, the League expects to identify regional issues, form committees to
examine them and offer recommendations for action to the full membership.

Participation by all segments of the community is welcome and, indeed,
encouraged. Through the League, citizens can become problem solvers.

A membership application is enclosed..

Sincerely,

Robert G. Simpson, Chairman
Board of Directors
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METROPOLITAN CITIZENS LEAGUE
1912 SW Sixth Avenue, Room 252
Portland, Oregon 97201
(503) 229-3097

The Metropolitan Citizens League is a new and potentially potent public-
service forum for metropolitan citizens to have an effective voice in the
events and decisions made throughout the Portland-Vancouver urban com-
munity that affect their lives

Suppor ted by membership dues, it is a nonprofit organization beholden to
no one, no institution, no governmental agency, except its own membership.

In the two-state, multi-county area it represents, there are numerous
public and private organizations which make decisions every day that con-
cern all residents.

However , there has been no single force through which the citizens them-
selves could introduce or guide the decisions. The Metropolitan Citizens
League promises to fill that void.

The League is a public affairs organization responsible to its membership
for study and action on regional issues. It expects to look ahead at
problems before they become crises and at opportunities before they are
lost. It proposes to create a climate of informed opinion to which the
community and its governmental system will respond.

By polling members and keeping in touch with the community on a broad
base, the League expects to identify regional issues, form committees to
examine them and offer recommendations for action to the full membership.
Participation by all segments of the community is welcome and, indeed,
encouraged. Through the League, metropolitan citizens can become prob-

lem solvers.

A membership application is enclosed.

METROPOLITAN CITIZENS LEAGUE Board of Directors

Marlene Bayless * Philip Bogue * Keith Burns * Ronald Cease * Jan Egger
Pat Giardina * Rusty Goldy * Carl Halvorson * Oliver Larson * Wanda Mays
William Moshofsky * Claris Poppert * A, McKay Rich * Robert G. Simpson
Robert Stacey * Jerry Tippins



METROPOLITAN CITIZENS LEAGUE

TO THE MEMBERSHIP

As the MCL winds down to the end of its dues year, its
fiscal year and its officers' terms, the Board of Directors
at its regular meeting, April 17, 1985, adopted a resolution
to suspend operations and activity.

We can all be proud of the accomplishments of MCL since it
was organized some five years ago. In the most recent months,
the regional park study was commenced and will be continued
through the cooperation and coordination of the Metropolitan
Service District (Metro). The library study commenced by MCL
is being conducted by the library community itself and we are
sure will lead to a better use of this community resource.
Representatives of MCL participated in legislative hearings on
the future of Metro and its organization. We can be justly
proud of the quality of our monthly meetings to educate the
community on regional issues and our video tapes on local and
regional government organization. Tapes are available for con-
tinued use at Metro's offices.

All this activity demonstrates that there has been a need
for a citizen organization such as MCL; however, in recent
months the interest shown by the membership and the public in
attendance at meetings and desire for activity has declined
and the energy and enthusiasm for sustained organizational
activity has diminished to a level that brought about the Board
of Directors' decision.

From this date forward all members receiving this letter

are deemed to be permanent non dues paying members of MCL.



A. McKay Rich has agreed to be the permanent secretary.
He can be reached at the Zoo, telephone 226-1561. The files
and records will be stored at Metro. The office will be
closed effective May 31, 1985. There is a small balance in
the bank account which will be held in trust by the Board of
Directors of MCL; it will be used to cover the costs of any
necessary notices to members and like expenditures. The MCL
will be dormant, but the Metropolitan Citizens League, an
Oregon non profit corporation, tax exempt under Section 501 (c) (3)
of the Internal Revenue Code, will be kept alive in the event
it is needed upon a future reactivation. The Board of Directors
will meet on call of the permanent secretary. The Board of
Directors will call meetings of the membership when necessity
demands.

Thank you for your past interest and support. In this
region the need still exists for a regional perspective. Keep
that perspective and urge others to do so whenever an oppor-
tunity presents itself.

Sincerely,
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