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APNOLD BISKAR
Multnomah County Commissioner
District One

Boom 605, Counly Courthouse
Portland, Oregon 97204
(5O3) 248-5220

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

July 26,
Contact:

1983
Lisa Shara
248- s008

The Multnomah County Cornmission on Library
Policy and Administration will hold its first
meeting on Tuesday, August 2, at 4:00 p.m. This
informal gathering will be held at the Portland
PLaza, 1500 SW Fifth Avenue, for the purpose of
introductions, agenda setting, and Conrnission
direction.

The 15 member Conrrrission, chaired by Arnold
Biskar, is charged with making recourmendations to
the Board of County Conurissioners concerning such
issues as the Library contract, funding, and new
technologies.
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TO AIl Members
Library System Committee

The Orientation Meeting for the newly
formed Library Systems Committee will
be held on Thursday, July 28, from
noon to 1:30 p.m. The meeting will
take place in the second floor con-
ference room adjacent to the League
off ice in the *o-ae- Ll9L2 SW 6th Ave.).

cll9ot tOL
Please bring a brown bag lunch, and
confirm with Beth Blunt that you will
be able to attend. Her telephone
number is 229-3049.
This first meeting is particularly
important as we will be finalizing
our charge and handing out all of thepreliminary information, so please
make every effort to come.

Thanks for your participation!

L c. A ex er
Chair

LCAIbb

1912 S.W. S|XTH AVENUE, ROOM 252 / PORTLAND, OREGON 97201 / (sO3) 229-3097
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nLIBP"ARY COMMISSION

Workshop: August 26, 1983
9:00 - 4:00

Minutes:
In attendance:

Staff:

Guests: Harold Kropitzer; Barbara Geor
Cecile Carpenter; Martha Julap
Dorothy Shaver

Arnold Biskar; Neil GoldschmidL; Margaret Weil;
Pam Christian; Jolinda Osborne; paul-Morris;
Eleanor McKinnon; Mary Lou Calvin; Frances McGilI;Richard Gilkey (for Mittheiv prophet); Marc Blackman

Lisa shara, office of Arnold Biskar; Don Barney, Don Barney
and Associates; clark l^Iorth, Don Barney and Associates

Eq3

; George Heaton; Gordon Hunter;
nBS; Candy Morgan; David Fuks;

rhL, t2
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1. Introduction
Mr. Biskar briefly reviewed theindiiated that the primary goal of rhek"y elements of a mission statement oflist of key issue areas lvhich would beMr. Biskar went through the County's c

discussing the elements of the ordinanmission statement,

program for the day. He
workshop was to develop thethe library, and develop a
expanded by sub-comrnittees.

harge to the Conmission by
ce and how they relate to the

After discussion, it was decided that the entire missionstatement, including narrative, would be developed by the group bymid-afternoon.
2. Library Game

Mr. Barney presented "The Library Game" as a tool to under-standing_decisions focus_ing on library systems and funding.
Orig_ina_11y- used in California, the board game was loaned to the groupby Wes Doak, State Librarian.

The Commission was divided into two groups for discussion ofthe issues raised by the game.

3. CablesysLems Videota pe

Ms. Sha
Libraries: In

ra introduced a taped interview program entitled:
the Public Trust? Hosted by Ms. Shara, the interviervwas designed to raise key generic quest ions relative to informationsystems. Wes Doak, State I.ibrarian,and Ralph Shoffner, library con-sultant, were the guests of the program.



Minutes
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4. Commission Discussion
Mr. Barney drafted a list of "distinguishing marks" which

could be used as qualities which an ideal library system possesses.
He explained that the list was drawn up from the interviews he has
conducted. After lengthy discussion, it was decided that "open,
accessiblet', "information storehous€", t'information distributor",
"publicly supported (with taxes)", and "first-rate staffing" were
the important elements of a mission statement.

Mr. Goldschmidt, Mr. Blackman, Ms. I^lei1, Ms. Osborne were
asked to take the identified key phrases and develop them into a
draft mission statement.

5. Continued Discussion
After the luneh break, ME. Goldschmidt read the proposed

mission statement. Following very little discussion, the Conmrission
unanimously voted approval.

Discussion continued, focusing on the definitions of the key
phrases in the mission statement. Terms such as "storehouse" andi'accessibility" were debated, BS well as concepts of financing. 1t
was decided that one of the most useful tools for the group would
be an understanding of how much money was really represented in the
mission statemenL: that iS, what is the baseline, bottom amount
required to fulf i1l the mission statement. Staf f was assigne_d to
defermine that information as well as a working definition oft'accessiblett.

6. The Issues
Mr. Barney furLher discussed results of his preliminary work.

He listed Lhe people with whom he has spoken and those r.rho will be
contacted.

Mr. Barney outlined the five general areas of further study:
funding and deveiopment; management/governance; services; new tech-
nologi-s; and inter-library cooperation- Mr. Biskar and Mr. Barney
togeEher discussed the use of sub-conrnittees to collect data and
refort options to the ful1 Conrnission. I! ,?q generally agreed that
eath of the five areas of further study should be a sub-conmittee.
Conrnission members were asked to call Mr. Biskar's office with an
indication of sub-conrnittee preference.

The next meeting of the Commission will be held on Friday, Septem-
ber 9, from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m., &t the auditorium of the
Central library. At this meeting, - subconrnittee structure, workplan,
time schedule hnd publie hearing dates will be discussed. (Note:
no lunch will be provided this Lime.)

Jtta k.Ma-za



Mr. Rod.erick Schwartz
State Librarian
llashington State Library
Olympia, WA 98504

Dear Mr. Schwartz:

The Metropolitan Citizens T,eague of Portland' Oregon, is curently
cond"ucting a stud-y of various existing library systems across the
nati-on, as compared. to our own collection of systems here in the
metropolitan area.

lle are particularly interested. i-n regional systems such as yours,
and. would. be most appreciative if you could give us an overview of
your system and its operatlon.

Our specific concerns include:

-goaIs and servj-ce objectives
-management structure
-funding mechanisms
-legislative history
-utilization statistics (i.". per capita $)
-communications/networking wlthin the system

Any add.itional background information or comments you wi-sh to in-
clude would. be most helpful, particularly your insights on how
your system got to its present state and how you feel it is working.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Lind,a C. Alexander
CHAIR
Library Systems Task Force

191 2 S.W. S|XTH AVENUE, ROOM 252' PORTL ND. ORE@N 97201' (503) 22e.3097



Dear Ms Quint:
The tletropolitan Citizens League of Portland, Oregonj-s currently conducting a study of various existj-ng
library systems across the nationr ES compared to our
own collectj-on of systems here in the metropolitan area.
We are particularly interested in regional systems such
as yoursrand would be most appreciative if you could give
us an overview of your system and its operation.
Our specific concerns include:

-goals and service objectj-ves
-management structure
-funding mechanisms
-legislative history
-utilization statisti-cs (i.e. r p€r capita $)
-communicati-ons/networking wj-thin the system

Any additional background information or comments you wish
to include would be most helpful, particularly your insights
on how your system got to its present state and how you feel
it j-s working.
Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

CHAIR
Library Systems Task Force

1912 s.w. srxrH AVENUE. RooM 2s2 / poRTLANo, oREcoN gtlzot t (so3)229.3097



9 September, 1 983

Leslie Berman:
Planning & Research
Connectj-cut State Library
231 Capitol Avenue
Hartford, Conn. 061 1 5

Dear Ms. Berman:
The l"letropolitan Ci-tizens League of Portland, Oregon
is currently conducting a study of various existing
Iibrary systems across the nationr ds compared to our
own collection of systems here in the metropolitan area.
We are partj-cularly interested in regional systems such
as yours rand would be most appreciative if you could gI-ve
us an overview of your system and its operation.
Our specific concerns include:

-goa1s and service objectives
-management structure
-funding mechanisms
-Iegislative history
-util-j-zation statistics (i.e. r p€r capita $)
-communj-cations/networking within the system

Any additional background information or comments you wish
to include would be most helpful, partj-cularly your insights
on how your system got to its present state and how you feel
lt j-s working.
Thank you very much.

S j-ncere1y,

Linda C. Alexander
CHAIR
Library Systems Task Force

191 2 S.W. SIXTH AVENUE. ROOM 252 
' 

PORTIJND. ORE@N 97201 
' 

(5O3) 2293007



9 September, 1983

Gary E. Strong
State Librarian
California State Lj-brary
914 Capitol MaI1
Sacramento, CA 95809
Dear Mr. Strong:
The Itletropolitan Citizens League of Portland, Oregon
is currentl-y conducting a study of various existing
Iibrary systems across the nation, as compared to our
olvn collection of systems here in the metropolitan area.

We are particularly interested in regi-onaI systems such
as yoursrand would be most appreci-ative if you could give
us an overview of your system and its operation.
Our specific concerns include:

-goaIs and service objectives
-management structure
-funding mechanisms
-legislative history
-utilj-zation statistics (i.e., p€r capita $)
-communications/networking within the system

Any additional background information or comments you wish
to include would be most helpfu1, particularly your insights
on how your system got to its present state and how you feel
it is working.
Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Linda C
CHAIR
Library

Alexander

Systems Task f'orce

1912 S.W. SIXTH AVENUE. ROOM 252 
' 

PORTI ND. ORE@N 97201 
' 

(503) 22S3097
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9 September, 1 983

Mary Quint, Director
Ill-inois State Library
Centennial Bldg
Springfield, IL 62756
Dear IvIs. Quint :

The Metropolitan Citj.zens League of Portland, Oregonis currently conducting a study of varj-ous existinglibrary systems across the nationr ds compared to our
own collection of. systems here in the metropolitan area.

e particularly lnterested in regional systems such
ursrand would be most appreciative if you could give
overview of your system and its operati-on.

Our specific concerns include:

-goals and service objectives
-management structure
-funding mechanisms
-legislative history
-utilization statistics (i.e. r p€r capita g)
-communications/networking within the system
Any additional background i-nformation or comments you wishto include wouId. be most helpful, parti.cularly your insights
on how your system got to its present state and how you feelit is working.
Thank you very much.

S j-ncere1y,

Linda C. Alexander
CHATR
Library Systems Task Force

191 2 S.W. S|XTH AVENUE. ROOM 252 / PORTI NO. ORE@N 97201' (5O3) 2A.3,J9?



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Oliver Larson
A. McKay Rich
Marlene Bayless
Carl Halvorson
Rusty Goldy
Robert G. Simpson
Keith Burns
William Moshofsky
Ronald Cease
Wanda Mays
Jerry Tippens
Jan Egger
Philip Bogue
Charles Kemper
Pat Giardina
Claris Poppert
Robert E. Stacey, Jr.
Melvin Peters
Roy Schnaible, Jr.
Dennis Ryerson
Ned Look

TO: LIBRARY SYSTEMS COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Enclosed please find the rough d,raft surveyform and accompanylng cover 1etter whichMary Rlcks and f have prepared. Each of youshould read through the survey and note any
conrmentsr changes, Or suggestions which you
may have.

I will be calLing you within a week to setup our next corunittee meeting, and thissurvey will be the prj_mary item on our agenda.I would also like to know if you feel itwould be useful to the committee members toinvite a representatj_ve from each countylibrary system to address the group individually,giving a description of their system and respondingto any questj-ons we may have.

ex , a

encI.

1912 S.W. STXTH AVENUE. ROOM 252 / PORTLAND. OREGON s7201 t(sO3) 229.3097
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Oliver Larson
A. McKay Rich
Marlene Bayless
Carl Halvorson
Rusty Goldy
Robert G. Simpson
Keilh Burns
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Philip Bogue
Charles Kemper
Pat Giardina
Claris Poppert
Robert E. Stacey, Jr.
Melvin Peters
Roy Schnaible, Jr.
Dennis Ryerson
Ned Look

e/2s/83

TO: LIBRARY SYSTEMS COMIVIITTEE MEI4BERS

Enclosed please find the rough draft surveyform and accompanying cover letter whichMary Ricks and I have prepared. Each of youshould read through the survey and note anycomments, changes, or suggestions which you
may have,

I will be cal}ing you withi-n a week to setup our next cornmittee meeting, and thissurvey \rriIl be the primary item on our agenda.I would also like to know if you feel itwould be useful to the committee members toinvite a representative from each countylibrary system to address the group ind-ividua].1y,giving a description of their iystLm and respon&ingto any questions we may have.

enc1.

,

1912 S.W. S|XTH AVENUE, ROOM 252 / PORTLANO, OREGON 97201 t(503)229-3097
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ROUGH DRAFT

The Metropolitan Cltizens League of Portland, Oregon 1s cu:=entIy
cond.uctlng a survey of trmbric and other libraries in the tri-county
area i-n ozd.er to establlsh a d.ata base of each county's library
system structure, operations, funding, and service provision. Be-
cause of bud.get cutbacks over the lnst few yeaxs, much of thi-s
information is no ronger availabre at the state or any other level
on a consistent basis.

rt would be extremely helpful to us if you cou1d. take a few moments
to fill out the attached. questionnaire, and. any additlonal informa-tion or comments you wou1d. care to include would be most welcome.

If you have any guestlons please give the MCL office a call at
229-3097.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely

Lind.a C. Alexa^nder
CHAIR - Library Systems Committee

encl.

Dear

t



TRI - COITNTT LIBRARY S1IRVEY

LIBRARY NA]G:

MAILING ADDFESS:

1 IS YOTIR LIBRARY A: 

- 

MAI}{ LIBRARY OF SYSTHVI
SYSTEM INDEFM{DM\IT LIBRARY?

2. WHAT ARE THE GEOGBAPHIC BOUNDARIES OF YOIIR SERVICE AREA?

PHONE:

BRANCH LIBRAXY OF

7

3, WHAT rS THE PoPULATToN 0F YoUR SERVTCE ABEA?

4. HOW MANY PATRONS VISIIED YOIIR LIBRARY IN 1982? THUS FA.R
rN 1983?

5. HOW WOULD yOU DESCRTBE TI{E PRIUARY USERS OF YOUR LIBRARY (r.s. FAI{ILIES,
EI.;DERLY, STIJDEIITS, ETC. )?

6 WHAT WOUID YOU DESCRIBE AS THE PRIMARY SERVICE YOUR LIBRARY PROVIDES TO
TrIE COMMI]NITY?

DOES YOUR LIBRARY HAVE A LONG-RANGE PLAN? YES* NO HAS A NEMS
ASSESSMEIU EVER BEB{ PERFORMED IN YO1IR SERVICE AREA? rESX NO

8. WHAT FEES, IF ANy, ARE CHAHGm T0 USERS 0F YoUR LIBRARY I,JHo HESIDE WITTI-
IN YOIIR SERVICE AREA?

9 MAY PEOPI,E WHO ARE NOT FESIDMMS OF YOUR SERVICE AREA USE YOUR LISRABY?
YES NO IF TES, ANE THET CHARGED DIFFEHENT FEF'S TTIAN RESIDMITS?

_rgs _No E' YES, HOW MUCH? _, AND HOW MANY PEoPLE PArD
THESE FEES TO USE YOUR FACIIITY LAST YEAR?

PLEASE BRTEF'IY DESCRIBE TIfi FUNDING BASE FOR YOUR LIBRARY (T.9. WHAT PEa.-
CENTAGE FROM PROPERTY TAX, PRIVATE DONATIONS, STATE ASSISTANCE, EIC.):

WHAT HAS YOUR pER CAPITA $ rute 0F LISRARY SUPPoRT BEm:{ IN TI{E YEARS BELOW:

_L979 1980 Lg82

WHAT rS YoUR CURRm.IT BUDGEE rN DOLLARS FoR 1983?
HOW DOES TI{IS COMPARE TO PBEVIOUS TEARS?

10

11

t2

13

tg8:

WHAT PERCM{IAGE OF YOUR BtIDGEf, IS AILOCAT@ FOR:
SPECIAI ffiRVICES

OTHER:

BOOK PURCHASE

COLIECTIONS

*A copy would be greatly appreciated.

NESEARCH SPEClAL



Pa4e 2

14 I,IHAT IS TIE CURRM.IT STAFF LEVEI AT YOIIR LIBRARY?
PLEASE DESCRIBE STAFF DISTRIBUTION:

15. DoES youR LISBARY HAVE A Go\rffiNING SOARD?
IS IT CHOM{ AND HOW IS IT STRUCTURO:

YES NO IF YES, Holi

l.6, HOI{ rs BoARD por,rcy coMMrrNrcATm To LIBBARy DTnECToR A}rD srAFF?

L?. HOW IS YOllR LISRARY's MANAGB{ENT ORGANIZED?

I8 DOES YO1IR LIBRARY S}IARE II\TFORMIITION HITH OTHER LIBRARIES IN THE CoIJNTYsysTu[/AaEA? rES , FORMA],LY rES, I]IFORMALLY NO
COUI,D YOU GIVE US A BRIEF DESCRI PTIONT

L9. I{HAT IS YOUR ASSESSMENT OF TTIE OVEAALL DENEE OF CO}IMI.'NICATION BBTWEH{
LIBRARIES IN YOIIR COUNTY? 

-POOR 
ADEQUATE FAIRIY GOOD

D(CELLM{T COMMM{T-

HOI,I WOULD YOU RATE TlE LEVEL OF COMMT]NICATION BETWEB\I T}IE LIBNARTES ]N
YOIIR COUNTY AND THOSE OF OTHER COIJNTY SYSIEMS? POOR
ADEQUATE FAIRLY GOOD D(CELIB{T COIOiBII I

20

2L, }IHAT IS YOUR CURRB.IT INVM{TORY OF HOIDINGS?
VOLT]MES I{EI;D A/v MATmrArs
VOLUMES ADDED LAST YEAR
PERTODICAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
MICROFORMS

OTTflR SERTAIS
GOVERNMM{T DOCU}IUIITS

OTHER

MATERIAI,S FROM YOUR LIBRARY IN 1982r
MICROFORI4S MAPS

PERIODICAI,S
OTHER

POPUI.A,R

MAPS

}IHAT WAS THE VOLUI{E OF CIRCU],ATION OF
BOOKS

22

GOVERNMM(T DOCUMENTS
MATERIALS

23, WHAT A-RE THE EMPHASES 0F yoUR STANDAXD CoLIECTToNS?
READING
BOOKS

RESEAN,CH (rorrcsr)
MATERIA],S MICROFORMS

KIDS

OTHER:

26 DOES YOIIR LIBRART PARTICIPATE IN INTERLIBRARY IOAN PROGNAUS? TES
NO IF TES, IN T}IE MOSI HECM{T YEAR HOW MAIIY BOOKS OR OT}IER-MA-TER-

IALS DID YOUR FACILITY SORRO}I? LE}ID?
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27. WHAT SPECIAL SERVICES DoES YoUR LTBAARY PRoVDE?
OUTREACH

I'TEETING SPACE
ltriEAs DESCRTBE)

T0 SPECIAL PoPUI,ATIoN nnCOm/tarU IIANS
MovrEs/AuDrvrsuAil-_rubrunss orr{ER

BOOIO{OBILE

28. IS YOIIR LIBEARY A RPOSITORY FOR GOVERNMUT{T DOCUMHITS? YES N0

29. PLEAS DESCRIBE ANY SPECIAI OR UNUSUA1 COLTECTIONS OR ffiRVICES WHICH
YOUR LIBRARY PROVIDES:

Thank you verXr much for your cooperation and. assistance with this project.

LIBNARY SYSTEMS COI{I,IITTEE
METROPOLITAN C]TIZEIIIS LEAGUE

RESP0IIDB{T NAMEc TF|T,r'.pHoNE.
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'Thc Orcgonl.i il.t
Eight-year-old Anusha Suntheran spent a lew

rinutes ln the Sellwood-Moreland branch llbrary
rrlier thls week looking {or PnotheT book to
rad. '' ;,

The day was warm and Uright, and most
rildren leaving the neuby schools. weren't
rcut to head indoors, but Anusha wAs taklng
lvantage of the opportunlty. l' '.

A good thlng, too. The Sellwood-Moreland
ranch would not be open for another three days.
he small branch at 7904 S.E. Mllwaukie Ave. ls
re of four branches of the Multnomali County
ibrary that have been operated on a half-tlme
uis since July l, when the linanclally stricken
'stem lmposed lts latest budget cuts. - : 

.

one library stsff operstes the sbllwood-
,oreland branch as well as the Albinr branch at
i05 N.E. lSth Ave. Another slngle stAfl man-
;es the Capitol Hill branch at 10723 S.W. Capl-
rl Highway and the Gregqry Heights brauch at
)21 N.E. Sandy Blvd. ,: ' :

The half-tlme libraries are open two week'
rys each and every other Saturday, Each branch ;
open only one evenlng I week, leaving little

me for students or adults to do research dter
lrmal ichoot or work hours. "

Anusha, who was visiting the library with
lr frlend Shanthi Breckenrldge, 10, sald she
)es to the Sellwood-Morelsnd branch about ev-
'y two weeks, but the hours are conlusing.

Holdlng I book by former Portlander Beverly
leary, Anusha sald, "Sometimes I come and lt's
)t open, and then you have to go back."

Anusha and Shanthi are students at the near-
I St. Agatha School. The school's prlnclpal,
ster Barbara Jean Laughlin, l(concerned about
e effect of the shortened library hours on her
udents.

"Our school library is fairly small," she said,
rspeclally when it comes . to qunent periodi-
.1s."

Older students are plcking up skills needed in
gh school, she added, and tle branch librarlans
rlp them learn the use of the guides to periodi-
,ls, an lmportant aid in dolng research papers.

Further, Laughlin sald, young students are
troduced to the wonders of the public library
rough lleld trlps to tle nearest branch, and the
duced hours wlll make those visits harder to
hedule.

Those early readlng experiences can be lm-
rrtant, said Donna Johnson, a lormer Sellwood-
ea resldent who stlll uses the branch. even

users feel pinch of half-time staffing

t.

t

I

lT'S A DEAL - Anusha Suntheran, 8, talks books with Marian Lee
Mears, clerk-librarian, while checking out books in Sellwood-Moreland

branch pubtic tibrary this week. parrons find iitix"l3iiltHtHx:
branches in library system since their hours were cut in half.

Portland.
"My love of reading stems from the lady who

ran the llbrary for many years," she said. "I
think chlldren are being deprived of a very im-
portant opportunity."

"It makes you wonder what kind of people
we're turning out," she Said of the half-time
system.

Chlldren aren't the only ones to suffer from
the cuts, sdd Johnson, holding a copy of "Lost
Honor" by John Dean. Older people and low-
lncome adults also feel the library hours plnch,
she sald.

"Thls ls thelr maln source of entertalnment,"

all thelr lives id thls city."
Audrey Leppanen, librarlan for the Sellwood-

Moreland and Alblna branches, sald the flrst day
a branch ls open each week usually ls a busy one,
because the branch has not been open for severat
days. Saturdays are light, possibly because peo
ple do not keep track ol whtch Saturdays their
branch is open.

Students do use the branches when they can,
she added. At the Alblna branch, students "come
ln after school, slt at the tables and study."

The llbrary staffs also are affected by the
changes. Clndy Mlles, librarian for the Gregory
Helghts and Capltol Hill branches, said that the

a moDthly clrculation of nearly 23,000 books
handled by two staffs. In the first month of the
half-time operatlon, the circulatlon lor the twd
branches was nearly 17,000 volumes handled by
Just one staff, whlch hu been given some addi-
dond help lor checking ln and shelvlng books.

"It'8 arduous, to say the least," Mlles said.
Miles and Leppanen also satd they were feel-

lng a schedullng pinch wlth after.school pro-
grams in the branches and their vislts to schools
to let stude[ts know what opportunltles are
avallable.

"The flrst mouth or two were pretty nasty,"
Mlles said. "Now u/b're lust tlnd of keeplns our
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MULTNOMAH COUNTY CO}O,IISSION
ON

LIBRARY P OLICY ilor*r*,STRATION

MISSI ON STATEMENT

There is a lever of publie library service which isso essential to the maintenance and growth of our free society,
that to the extent necessary to guarantee this revel of service,
it should be tax supported. This level requires that the
library be a storehouse of information, open and accessible toall, and professionally staffed.

we also believe that beyond this basic mission, thepublic library, since its founding, has contributed to the
growth and excelrence in our corununity. This conrnission com_mits itself to a careful review of all choices which wirl
enable the library to make these contributions.



ROUGH DRAFT

Dear

The Metropolitan Ci-tizens Lea6ue of Portland, Oregon 1s cu:=entIy
cond.ucting a survey of trublic and other libraries in the tri-county
area in order to establish a d.ata base of each county's library
system structure, operations, fund.ing, and. se::rice provision. Be-
cause of bud.get cutbacks over the past few years, much of this
inforrnation is no longer avai-lable at the State or any other level
on a consistent basis.

It wouId. be extremely helpful- to us if you could. take a few moments
to fill out the attached" questionnaire, and any add.itional i_nforma-
tion or comments you wou1d. care to includ.e would be most welcome.

If you have any questions please give the MCL office a caJ.J- at
229-3097.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Llnda C. Alexander
CHAIR - Library Systems Comnittee

encl

t



TRI - COI]NTI LIBRARY SURVEY

LIBRARY NA]E:
MAILING ADDRESS: PHONE:

BRANCH LIBHARY OF1 1S YOIIR LIBRARY A: MA]N LIBRAXY OF SYSTH,I
SYSTEM INDEPU{DENIT TIBNARY?

2, WHAT AXE TIIE GEOGRAPHIC BOI]NDARIES OF YOIJR SERVICE AREA?

3. WHAT IS THE PoPULATIoN 0F YoUR SERVICE AREA?

4. HOW }4ANY PATRONS VISITED YOUR LIBRARY IN 1982? THUS FAR
rN 1983?

5, HOW r,rOULD yOU DESCRTBE TI{E PRTMARY USERS OF YOUR LTBRARY (r.n.FA},1rLr6,
MJDMLY, STIJDEMS, ETC. )?

6 }THAT WOULD YOU DESCRISE AS THE PRI]VIARY SMVICE YOUR LIBRARY PROVIDES TO
T}IE COMMUNITY?

7

I

DOES YOUR LIBRARY HAVE A LONG-RANGE PLAN? YES* NO HAS A NEDS
ASSESSI{ENT EVER BEM{ PERFOR}MD IN YOIIR Sm'VICE AREA? YES* NO

WHAT FmS, IF ANr, ABE CHARGm T0 USERS 0F YoUR LIBRARY lJHo RESDE WITII-
IN YOITR SERVICE AREA?

9 MAY PEOPLE WHO ABE NOT NESIDH{TS OF YOUR SERVICE AREA USE YOUR LIBRARY?

-YES 

NO IF YES, ABE THEI CHARGD DIFFENENT FTES TTIAN RESIDMITS?
_rES _NO IF YES, HOW MUCH? _, A]'ID HOW MANY PEOPLE PAID
THESE FMS TO USE YOUR FACILITY LAST YEAR?

PLEASE BRIEF'LY DESCRIBE THE FUI.IDING BASE FOR YO1IR LIBRARY (T.U. WHAT PEf,t-
CETITAGE FRO}'I PROPERTY TAX, PRIVATE DONATIONS, STATE ASSISTANCE, EIC.):

WHAT HAS YOUR pER CAPITA $ rutp 0F LIBHARY SUPPoRT BF".E:N IN TT{E YEARS BE[,O]I:

_L979 rg80 _1981 l.982

lIt{AT rs YouR cIrRRm{T BIJDGET rN DoLT,ARS FOR 198)?
HOW DOES THIS COMPARE TO PREVIOUS YEARS?

10

11

L2

t3 WHAT PffiCU\MAGE OF YOUR BUDGET
SPECIAL ffiRVICES

OTHER:

1S ALLOCATD FOR: BOOK PURCHASE
NESEARCH SPECIAI

COLLECTIONS

xA copy would. be greatly appreciated.

-L98:
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14 WHAT IS TI{E CURHE.IT STAEE LEVEI AT YOTIR LIBRAXY?
PLEASE DESCRISE STAFF DISTRIBUTION:

L5. DoES yollR LIBRARY HAVE A GormNlNG SOARD?
IS IT CHOffi{ AND HO}I 15 IT STRUCTURD r

YES NO IF YES, Holi

15. HO}I IS BOARD POLICY COMMUNfCATID TO LIBRARY DInECToR AIID STAFF?

l7. HOW IS YOUR LIBRARY's I,IANAGH{ENT ORGANIZED?

18. DOES YO1IR LIBRARY SHARE INFORMATION WITH OTI{ER LIBRARIES IN TI{E COT'NTYSYSTEI/AXEA? yES, FORMALLy rES, IltFOHvtALLy NO
COUI,D YOU GIVE US A BRIEF DESCRI PTIONI

L9. WHAT 15 YOUR ASSESSMM{T OF T}iE OVERAI,L DMNEE OF COMMUNICATION BEf,WEEI.I
LIBBARIES IN youR COUNTY? p00R aDEqUATE FAIRty c00D

D(CELLEIT COMMEIIT!

20. HOi{ WOULD YOU RATE TIfi LEVEL OF COI'O{UNICATION BETWEHII TIIE LIBRARIES IN
YOUR COUNTT AND THOSE OF OTHER COUNTY SYSIEMS? POORADEqUATE FAIRTI cooD p(cpllulrT-commlT:

2L. I,iHAT IS YOUR CURRET{I INVM{TORY OF HOIDINGS?
VOLUMES HEID a/v uarunr^e,rs
VOLI]MES ADDM LAST TEAR OTHM SERIAIS
PERIODICAI SUBSCRIPTIONS GOVERNMENT DOCUMM{TS
MICROFORMS MAPS OTHER

22. I.IHAT WAS THE VOLUI\M OF CIRCULATION OF I'IATffitAtS FROM YOUR LISRARY IN 1982:
BOOKS MICROFORI4S MAPS

GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS PERTODICALS
MATEA.IALS OTHER

23, WHAT ARE THE EMPHASES OF YOUR STA}IDARD COLLECTIONS? POPUI,AR
READING
BOOKS

RESEARCH (roprcs:)
MATERiAIS MICROFONMS

KIDS

OTHER:

?6 BOES YOUR LIBRARY PARTICIPATE IN ITTERLIBNARY IOAN PROGNA]'IS? TES
NO IF YES, IN TIIE MOSI NECBIT TEAR HO}I MANT BOOKS OR OT}IER MATM-

IA],S DID YOUN FACILITY BONRO}I? LM{D?

Pa4e 2



)
Paee 3

27, WHAT SPECIAL SERVICES DOES YOUR LIBRARY PROVIDE?
OUTNEACH

MEET]NG SPACE
]rl,Eaffi DESCRTBE)

T0 SPECIAL POPTTLATION nnCOrOfterB IOAI{S
MovrES/AUDDVrsuAt-_r.Ebrunss onrER

BOOIO{OBILE

28.

29.

IS YO1IR LIBRARY A REPOS]TORY FOR GOVERNMM.IT DOCIJMB{TS? YES NO

PLEAffi DESCRIBE AI{Y SPECIAI OR UNUSUAL COLLECTIONS OR ffiRVICES WHICH
YOUR LIBRARY PROVIDESI

Thank you verXr nuch for your cooperati-on and. asslsta^nce with this project.

LIBRARY SYSTEMS CO},IMITTEE
MEf,ROPOLITAN CITIZE{S LEAGUE

BESPONDUIIT NAME: TEIEPHONE:
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