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METROPOTITAN SERVICE DISTRICT

2O0O S.W- First Avenue
Portland, Oregon 9720L
. (503) 22L-L546

APPLTCATToN roR APPOINTMENT-
TO VACANT METT{O ELECTIVE -OFFICE

DISTRICT. 8

This aPP lication must be comPIeted in fuII and returned to tiletro at'--

the above address not lat er than 5:00 .ID. 24

NAME: Elsa Coleman, , ,

DATE: iune 23. 1988.

,& e l/SS
.J ias'

ADDRESS
Street City State zip

(E vening ) 77 4-7TETEPIIONE (D av) 796-5.I 85

LIST EXPERIENCE, SKILLS OR- QU
OUATIFY YOU FOR THE POSITION:

Advisor for Gov. Rober"t Straub;
Tri -l,le

Portl and Publ'ic School s Bu t Commi Lo

ALIFICATIONS WHICI{ YOU FEEL WOULD

nsu nt r Conununity Schools--publ ic involvement

d

amette Va lley Rail StudY Comm; LCDC Transportation
rd;

, wo eve a

Li ndberg for Public Works--trans rtat
0c a on

IN TIIE SPAqd PROVIDED STA.11E YOUR REASONS AND PURPOSES FOR APPLYING

c service deliverYFOR TEE POSITION: I wish
through the reduction of gove

to promote more effic'ient Publi
irnmental overlaP and fragmentat ion. Servin on

Phhood Involvement Committee in Phase I and the Publ i c Saf Commi ttee
S n m ss ono re ona governmen t, utI

necessary. I want to use the exPe rience and knowledge of vernance and c i t'izen
S years ncrease

)

1 : - i'.'-1"

t

,



HIGH SCHOOL ATTENDED: Norman dv Hiqh chool , ndv---l[isso rrri

COLLEGE: Name

Name

Pa Maj or Fn lish B A-

tlaj or

VOCATIONAL TRAINING: Name Course
Name Course

OTIIER FORI,I.AL EDUCATION: No stern U i versi tv-- oraduate c rrses

EMPLONJ1ENT IIISTORY:

Present or Last EmPloyer Citv of P tl and

Address
Position or Title arki nq Manaoer Phone 7q5 E'I RE

Duties Devel and

Parkinq and Circul ation Poli cvi manaq Parki nq Manaoemen t Divisi
Dates of EmPIol'm ent

CERTIFICATE

I hereby certifY tha t I am an elector and resident of
subdistrict No. 8 of the l,letroPo Iitan Service District, as
reapportiopred in 19 81; that I will have been a resident of
subdistric.t'No. B for a continuous Pe riod of at least one Year as
of L4 1988 and that I am not an elected official of any
other Pu IC ody oE, if an elected official, I will resign such
office Prior to apPointment.

DATED June 23, .l988

APPI cant sS gnature

AJ/sm
6770A/94

Uni vers t-v

't986 fnn



ELSA COLEI'IAN
2923 S.E. Tolman Street

Portl and, 0R 97202
174-7446 (Home)
796- 5185 (l.Jork)

PRO FESS I ONAL ETPER I-E.UE.E

Principal, Elsa Coleman Consulting, 2000-2006
Cbnsulted with regional and local governments on traffic and parking issues.

Retired from City of Porttand - 2000.
Deputy Director;Portland Dep?4melt of Transportation, 1990 - 2000.' Second-in-command, PDOT. Policy, personneland budgetary responsibilities.
Appointed to Metro Couuncil, 1986.' ' Represented lnner-southeast Portland District on Metro Council.
Candidate tor full term on Metro Council, 1986

nllqlJJrJ qrru

Consultint to Oregon State Department of Educat'ion and Portland Public School
District, 1979-1980.

Developed handbook for Southeast, Northeast, and North Portland Community Schools
whjch included neighborhood profiles, data base and needs assessment. Provided
'in-service training for Community School coordjnators on use of handbook and
formation of citizen counciIs.

Engl i sh teacher at Lake Forest, I I I i noi s, Hi th School , 1960- 1964.
Development of district's wrjting curriculum, 1963.

English teacher at Lincoln, Nebraska, H'igh School, 1964-I965.-Development of curriculum on research writing for advanced students.
Reading teacher for Poverty Program at Lancaster, Pennsylvania, High School,
196s- r966.

EDUCATION

Bachelor of Arts, Engl ish, DePauw University, Greencastle, Indiana, 1960
Graduate work at'Nor[hwestern Unjversity in 1963 and Portland State Un'iversity, 1975

HAJOR CIVIC ACTIVITIES

Central Budget Adv'isory Conmittee for Portland Public School District on Faci1ity/
Maintenance and related areas, 1979-1980.

Dunivray School Budget Advi sory Conrn'ittee, 1979- 1980.
Schoo'ls for the City - ElecLed to Board in June 1979.

-Citizens Budget Revjew Committee Task Force, Chair. Prepared questionnaire and

report which-was presented to school Board on June 23, 1980.
-Ful I -Time Equ'iva1 ency Committee.
-CETA Grant Committee.
-Textbook AdoPtion Commjttee.

lli'llamette Valtey Rail Study Conmiss'ion, appointed by Governor Bob
3'ix legislators and three citizens to investigate possibilitjes
in }Ji I iamette Va1 1 ey for report to the 1979 0regon Leg'i sl ature.

Straub, Oct. 1977
for passenger rai i
Subsequen t

implementation of a demonstration projecL-
State'Transportation Advisor, requested by Governor Bob Straub, March 1977.

To jnvest'igate relationshjp between 0regon Department of Transportation and local
ti^ansjt djitricts and to consider Public Transit Division policies.



Parki ng l{anager, 1986- 1990
DesTgn ani impl ement programs for Portl and' s Downtown Parki ng and C i rcul at i on
Pol i cy.

Conrnissioner's Assistant, Cormissioner llike Lindberg' 1980-1985.
Administrative I iaison to Transportation, Envjronmental Services and Personnel
Bureaus. ManagerJ Comparable Worth Study. Provided policy analysis of land use
and other Councjl legislation.

Consultant to Tri-ltet, 1980.
Analysis and recommendations on Transit 0perator Absenteeism.

Consu'ltint to Oregon State Department of Education and Portland Public School
District, 1979-1980.

Developed handbook for Southeast, Northeast, and North Portland Community Schools
which included neighborhood profiles, data base and needs assessment. Provided
in-service training for Community School coordinators on use of handbook and
formation of citizen councils.

Engf ish teacher at Lake Forest, Illinois, High School, 1960-1964.-Development of district's writing curriculum, 1963.
Engl i sh teacher at Li ncol n, Nebraska, Hi gh school , 1964- 1965.

Development of curriculum on research writing for advanced students.
Reading teacher for Poverty Program at Lancaster, Pennsylvania, H'igh School,
1965- 1966.

EDUCATION

Bachelor of Arts, tngl ish, DePauw University, Greencastle, Indjana, 1960.
Graduate work at'Nor[hwestern University in 1963 and Portland State University, 1975

]'IAJOR CIVIC ACTIVITIES

Central Budget Advisory Conrnittee for Portland Public School District on Facility/
Maintenance and related areas, 1979-1980.

Dun'ivray School Budget Advi sory Conmi ttee
Schools for the City - Elected to Board

-Ci tj zens Budget Revi ew Commi ttee Tasl
report whjch v,as presented to School

-Ful I -Time Equivalency Committee.
-CtTA Grant Committee.
-Textbook Adopti on Commi ttee .

llillamette Valley Rail Study Conrnission,
3ix leg'islators and three citizens to
i n t.l i I I amette Val I ey for report to th
implementation of a demonstration pro

State Transportation Advisor, requested
To investigate relationship between 0
ti^ansit districts and to consider Pub

, 1979-1980.
in June 1979.
k Force, Chair. Prepared questionnaire and
Board on June 23, 1980.

appointed by Governor Bob
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e 1979 0regon Legi s1 ature.
ject.
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El sa Col eman
Re s ume
Page 2

},IAJOR CIYIC ACTIV ITIES (CONTINUED)

Trj-l'let Board of Directors, Secretary, appointed by Governor Tom McCall in February
1974 for three-year term.

Determined p-01 icy, analyzed budget, and monitored planning and marketing programs
-Member of Planning Subcommittee
-Hember of Harketing Subcommittee

Tri-County Local Government Conmissjon, 1975-77 .

Neighb-orhood 0rganization and Citizen Involvement Committee, Chair, Phase I.
Determined ind implemented agenda whjch involved interviews of relevant
resource people, research, gaining consensus of committee composed of state
legislators and involved citizens, and finally making recommendations in
written and oral form to the Commiss'ion

Publ 'i c Safety Commi ttee, Chai r, Phase I I .

Involved in recommendati0ns concerning fire, po1 ice, iustice and detention
aspects of publ ic safety, following extensjve interviews and investigation'

Duniway School Advisory Conmittee, 1975; reappointed jn 1977, Chair.
Served in major capacity by organizing 1oca1 response to Area III reorganization
plan by writing and speaking on 1oca1 options. 0rganized successful request for
change 'in FTE appl i cat ion i n Grades 6-8.

Eastmoreland Neighborhood Associat'ion Board, 1986-I988.
Eastmoreland Traffic Conrmittee, 1986 ff.

tit I scEL ACTIVITIES AND PLOY}IENT

Southeast Environmental Group, l968 ff
Bottle Bill

., Speaker on resources and recycling
,--' Clean Ajr Coal ition, early 1970's.

Coordinator of auctjon held at Straub testimonial dinner, January 1979.
Campaign Schedule Coordinator for Governor Bob Straub, Ju'ly-November, 1978.
gssplnwn Trol'ley Line Steering Comrnittee, 1976.
N. E. Uni on Avenue Task Force, 1975.
pnit.O.tphia First Annual Conference on Light Rai1, June 1975. Subsequent wrjtten and

oral report to Tri-Met Board of Directors.
, LCDC Transoortation Resource Panel , 1972-1973.
(\S.ntible Transportation Options for People. Founding member-and Treasurer, 1971.' C.ity of Portlai,O (L1oyd Anderson) appointee to Tri-l'let's 1990 l'1ass Transit Plan

Advisory Committee, l97l-1972.
Ballot measures to use gas tax for publ ic transit.
Sellwood Middle School iepresentative on Sold Across the River Committee to Keep

Cleveland High School open, 1980-l98l.



Elsa Coleman
19i9-2006

At a I)ortlantl ()ity
(irutu:il trrctirrg irr I97l,
lilsa (irlcrnarr stood at
thc lxrtliurtr testi[1,ing irr
favor of I'ionecr
Courthorrse Square as an
altcrrrarirc to a prolxrsed
eight-story parking lot,
rvhen stre rvas jolted lly a
kick front hcr soon-to-
ilc-trortt sorr l)rcw. It
wasn't until irnother

strong contractjorr tlrat she crtt hcr testiruony slrort, left
for the hospita.l, and gavr: birth to hcr sccond son. It.s onc
o[ her falnily's favoriur storics, and it sJx'aks to tlrt'
pa*ssion Iilsa brouglrt to whatever she undertook.

Born Jan. 12, l$39 irr Raltirnorc to Albcrt arrrl
Iliklegardr: Iilst:lr, slrt: rlro,u'ed s,itlr her firrnily to St.
louis, Mo., rvhere shc grew up. In 1960, she graduated
fronr DePauw lJnivcrsity irr (irtxrnt:astle, Inrl., lvlrcrt
she was president of thc Delta (ialnrrra sorority. She
also did graduatc strr(ly at Nortll,r,csterrr t)nivcrsity in
F,vanston, Ill. Slre taught high school [:nglish in l-rkc
l:orest, lll., f<rr five years and developed a passion for
Mark'ftvain, Shakespcare and clrorcographlr
' She rnet llalph Ooleruar), a Nortlrrvcstcrlr
Urtivelsity graduatc studort orr Ne\l, \'car'.s Ilve,
1962, in Chicago orr a blind datc. It rvas a good
nratch, aud they were'nrarried ilr I-ake ltrrest, Ill., irr
August 1964. 't'hey then rnoved to [.irrcoht, Neb.,
whcre Ralplr was on tlrc faculty of tlre llnivcrsity of
Nellraska atr<l llrcrr to l)t:rlrsylvarria frlr orrc year
before settlirrg in I\rrtlarr<l irr I966. '['lrey bought a
Itontc in thr: liastmoreland neiglrtlrrrhoo<l irr l!)67
and livrlrl in it evcr sincc.

Illsa was actively irrvolvecl irr city plarrning arrrl
transportation issues. ln tlre early 1970s, slre
collaborated with a group of about 20 corrcerrrctl,
intelligent wornen wlro lrad bcrconrc active irr local
politics. 'l'hey reft:rrcd to thcnrsr:lvt:s as tlle
"Eastmoreland NIafi a" antl nrcrcilessly " [rird -tloggcd"
local elected officials orr school, cnvirorrrncutal arrd
neighborhood issues. Shc w,as a foun(lir)g nlenrbcr of

S-l'()[) (Scrlsil)lc l'ransprrrtatiorr ( )ptiorrs for I'eople), a
citizerr's grrrrrp llvrt holgrerl stop constnrction of tlle
N'[r : tr r rt I ltxrrl I ;r cclval tlrrorrgl r Soutlrt'ast I'ortlantl.

Slrc l:ttcr joinctl thc surll ol city eorrrrnissioncr Ivlikc
l,irrdbcrg beh;re bccolning rlilcr:tor of parkirrg in thc
I\lrtlarrd l)epartnrent crf Iiarrsportation, wlrere, slre
earrrcrl tlrc titlc "l'arkirrg Ozarirra" for hur ability to dcal
with tlrc oficn crlnturlious rlt>lwrtorvtr parkirrg isstrcs.
At tlrc tilnc of lrer rctilenrcnt irr l1)99 slrc was dcputy
rlircr:tor o[ tltc Ibrtlarxl I)e1:artrrrerrt of l) arrsportation.

l:.lsa was a rncurllcr of the'l'riN{et Board of
l)ircctors artrl in | 1]Bl] wls allpoirrtcrl to thc Portlancl
Mctro (jourrcil. SIre playctl lt rrraior rolt: in the
developrlrcnt oI l)ioneer Stlrrare, tlre Portland
l'ransit IUall and thc I'ortlaud l)o!vntowll l)lan. Slre
rvas nanrctl Wornarr of thc Ycar lry tlre Worncrr in'l'rarrsporlation (lourrcil of Portlarrd iu I gg4.

Aftcr retiring, shc bccarne activcly iuvolvcd in thc
Frank Lklytl Wriglr( (ioLclon Horrse I,roject at rhe
Oregorr Garulcn in Silvertrlrr. tJntil Scptcrtrbcr of this
ycar she scrvcrl as r:hairpe rson of tlrc Gordorr I lousc
(ionscrvatrcy []oard and wirs also zr rrrerrrber of the
l>oard of thc Olegon Garden.

Illsa antl llalph travelcd often. ljavoritc rlestinations
rverc Frarrce, Greece, lrclanrl arrrl (icntralArrrerica. An
anlrual trip was ntarle to thc lv{ariana lslan(ls to visit
sulr, Stcve, and lris girlfricnd, l.eriz-a Salaz.ar.

A rnulti-faceted rvornan, slre Ioved [riends,
gardcning, entertaining, dancirrg and golf. She lvill
bc rerrrerrrbcrc<l as a lirelcss activist arrd dedicatcd
volurrtcer as well as a belovetl tnother, lronrcrrraker,
wr'fe an<l fricntl. Slrc trull, lived life to the fullcst.

Illsa <licd pcacefr.rlly at honre, irr the cornpanv of
her larnily, orr Nor,. 22,2006. Shc was 67 years old.

Sht.: is srrryiverltry hcr lruslrancl of 42 ycars, llalph;
sons, Slevt:n Colernart of Saipan, and Drew Colcnran
arrrl his wife, (lharrrraine ol' lvlilwaukie; grarrdsorr,
IJrooks; arrd sister (larola Mr:Nt-.illy of St. l-ouis. lr4o.

A nrerrrorial servir:e lvill hc hcld at l0 a.rn.
Srrttrrtlay, l)cc. 2,2006, at the ljastnrorelarrrl (]olf
(lourse (llrrbhouse.

Ilcrrrernllarrces to tlle l:ralrk l-loyd Wr:iglrt (.iordorr
I louse Conscn anty, ll(). Rox I 207, Silverlon, L)R 973{l I .



OATH OF OFFICE

STATE OF OREGON

Counttl od Mul,tnomalt

I, El,sa Colus"n, do dolennlq Awe.dJL thnt I will ,suppont the

Corwti,tttti.on od the Uni,tet Sta.te,s, the Coyati.tuLLon od the Sto.te od

Otte4on, and. the Irua thuteo{, and tlto,t L .tt*l 6a"U[t{uUU di,sclnnge

the d&ie,s od Councilon od the Me,Uupoti.tan Senvite Oiafu,Lel,

OiAfu,Lot 8, aecond,Lng to the bett 06 mA abil.i.tq, ,so hetp me God.

L

Subac.tibed and 6wo,Ln be.[one me ttui,s lath daq o{ Ju!-q, l9gg.

ss

AZktu,%Zvz-
Notaru1 Public [oz )nzgon

Mr1 comni,salon expin^ y'-t/-E7

,t'/. I . i&ILU/ ,r.7sr"q/
v-/5'-?g
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November 25, 1988

Mike Ragsdale
Grubb & Ellis
1001 S.t,l. Fifth, Suite 700
Portland, 0R 97204

Dear Mike:

I want to thank you and the rest of Council for making my tenure on the
Cornlif 

-an 
enjoyiUle anO interesting experience. It has provided me with a

;;iil. insighi into Metro's organizit'ion and issues, and, most assuredly, my

interest in Metro will contfnue.

one minor observation. I think it would be most helpful to Councillors,
itaff, and the pub'lic to amend the Code requiring a deadline for the filing of
igenai ii.ri anh in.ir back-up documents for both Conmittee and Council
m6etings. Certainiv in anticipating issues q!9 giving 'lead time would improve
decisi6n making, pr6tii conrmunication, and efficient use of staff's tirne.
Flexibility can'UE maintained by allowing filing after the deadline with the
rignuiu..s"of X% of the members-hip, and,-in extreme emergenc'ies, a waiver of
the Code.

Again, thanks to all and best wishes for continued success.

Si ncerel y,

El sa Col eman

Metro Council
Don Carl son
Rena Cusma

EC/l/pm I t 6
Par 4-3
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