
Ed \Tashington
Deputy Presiding Officer Metro Councilor
District 5

Ed Ifashington has served on the Metro Council since 1,992. He represents
District 5, which includes Northwest Portland, North Portland, Northeast
Portland, downtown Portland and a portion of Southwest Portland.

Washington chairs the council Regional Environmental Management Com-
mittee. He also serves as a council representative to the Joint Policy Advi-
sory Committee on Transportation, the Smith and Bybee Lakes Manage-
ment Committee, the Regional Environmental Management Policy Advisory
Committee, the Regional Environmental Management Rate Review Com-
mittee and the North Portland Enhancement Committee.

Washington, retired from a career in marketing with US \7est Communica-
tions, works part-time as a community relations officer at Portland State
University.

Throughout his career, he has been involved in many civic activities such as
serving as president of the Portland chapter of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People for two years. He also has served as a
member of the Oregon Unemployment Compensation Advisory Board, the
Columbia-Willamette chapter of United 'Way, the Multnomah County
Mental Health Advisory Board, the Portland Cost Alternative Task Force
for the Mid-County Sewer Project, and the NorthNortheast Economic
Development Alliance Board. He serves on the board for Self Enhancement,
Inc.

'Washington has a bachelor's degree in social science from Portland State
University. He has two sons, and he likes to garden and play golf in his
spare time.

Send e-mail to:
wa shingtone@metro. dst. or. us
Telephone: (503 ) 797 -1,546
Fax: (503) 797-1793
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lVetro Councilor, District 5

Ed Washington
600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, Oregon 97232-2736
797-1 546 (Metro)
284-1 743 (home)

Councilor Washington has served on the Metro Council
since lggT and currently serves as chair of the council's
Regional Facilities Committee. He represents District 5,

which includes Northwest Portland, downtown Portland,
North Portland and Northeast Portland.

ln addition to his duties as chair of the Regional Facilities
Committee, Councilor Washington is a member of the
council's Transportation Planning Committee and of the
Metro Policy Advisory Committee. He also is a member of
the Greenspaces Citizens Advisory Committee, the Smith
and Bybee Lakes tr/anagement Committee, and the
Columbia Slough Watershed Council. He formerly served
as the council's deputy presiding officer

Councilor Washington works part-time as a communtty
relations officer with Portland State University and is
retired from a career in marketing with US West
Communications. He has a bachelor's degree in social sci-

ence f rom Portland State University.

Councilor Washington has been heavily involved in civic
activities throughout his career, serving as president of the
Portland Chapter of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) for two years-

He also has served as a member of the Oregon
Unemployment Compensation Advisory Board, the
Columbia-Willamette Chapter of the United Way, the
Multnomah County t\lental Health Advisory Board, the
Portland Cost Alternative Task Force for the tVid-County
Sewer Project, and the North/Northeast Economic
Development Alliance Board

Councilor Washington is married, has two grown Sons,

and likes to garden and golf in his spare time

Piatcl n ralclcl<ntat gaPa
9Jif 1 ts

Metro is the directly elected
regional government that serves
more than 1.2 million residents in
Clackamas, Multnomah and
Washington counties and the 24
cities in the Portland metropolitan
area.

Metro is responsible for groMh
management. transPortation and
land-use planning; solid waste
management; operation of the
Metro Washington Park Zoo;
regronal parks and greenspaces
programs; and technical services
to local governments. Through
the Metropolitan Exposition-
Recreation Commissron, Metro
manages the Oregon Convention
Center, Civrc Stadium, the
Portland Center for the Perform-
ing Arts and the Expo Center.

Metro is governed by an executive
offrcer, elected regionwide, and a

seven-member council, elected by
districts. Metro also has an audi-
tor, who is elected regionwrde.

For more information about
Metro or to schedule a sPeaker
for a communig group, call797'
1 510

M eTRO



OATH OF OFFICE

STATE OF OREGON

County of l,Iultnomah
)
)
)

ss.

I, Ed Washington, do so-Lemnly swear, or affirm that I wi77

support the Constitution of the United States, the Constjtution
of the State of Oregon, and t,he Taws thereof , and that I wi77

faithfuTTy diseharge the dutjes of CounciTor of the Metropolitan
Service District according to the best of my abiTity, so help me

God.

Subscribed and sworn before me th:s 14th day of February,
7992.

Not ary Pub c for Oregon

My commissjon expires 12 / 22 / 95

a



STATE OF OREGON

County of Multnomah

OATH O? OF?ICE

SS.
)
)
)

I, Ed Washington, do soJ,emnly swear, or affirm, that I wi77

faithfuTTy perform the dutjes of the office of CounciTor of Metto r

and that I wi77 support the Constitution and Laws of the United
States , the Constitution and Laws of the State of Oregon, and the
Charter and Laws of I'letro, according to the .best of my abiTity.

q
Ed Washington

Subscribed and sworn before me this
fourth day ot JanuaTy, 1,993.

Notary Public for Oregon
My Commissjon Expires 12/22/95

GFrcnrtEAr
E. ATLETI

NOTARY - OREGON
NO.011850

DEC.2,1006



STATE OF OREGON
County of Multnomah

METRO
Oath of Office

l, Ed Washington, do solemnly swearthat lwill faithfully perform the duties of the office
of Metro Councilor, District 5, and that ! will support the Constitution and Laws of the
United States, the Constitution and Laws of the State of Oregon, and the Charter and
Laws of Metro, according to the best of my ability.

TheEd Washington, Coun
District 5

Subscribed and sworn before me this
7th day of January, 1997

Sandra S.L. Stallcup
Notary Public for Oregon
My commission expires March 14,2000

Distri rtJ
Multnomah County

Clifford Freeman
udge

OFFICIAL SEAL

2000



BETORE THE METRO COUNCIL

FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECOCNIZINC THE
AcHTEVEMENTS OF MEIRO COUNCTLORS ION
KVISTAD AND ED WASHINCTON

RESOLUTION NO. OO.3OOO

lntroduced by David Bragdon, Presiding
Officer; and Councilors Bill Atherton, 5usan
Mclain, Rod Monroe, and Rod Park

WHEREAS, Mr. Jon Kvistad has worked to bring prosperity to our rOgion since joining the Metro
Council in 1993, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Ed Washington has worked to sustain the livability of our region since joining the
Metro Council in 1992, and

WHEREAS, both gentlemen have furthered the nrission and work of the Metro Council through their
leadership, and

WHEREAS, both gentlemen have championed the protection of our openspaces and parks for future
generations with the passage of the 1995 bond measure and the purchase of rnore than 6,300 acres of land
to be held in trust for the people in perpetuity, and

WHEREAS, both gentlemen have helped to craft and implement a unique and effective land-use
tool, the 2O4O Crowth Concept, thatwill preserve both tlre vibrant urban neighborhoods and tlre rural nature
of our region for decades into the future, and

WHEREAS, both gentlemen have encouraged the development and financial suppo( of a balanced
transportation system that works for all citizens, and

WHEREAS, both gentlenren have supported the ability of the Oregon Zoo, the Oregon Convention
Center and the Expo Center to constantly re.invent and redevelop themselves as world-class facilities that are
capable of serving the needs of our citizens as well as being capable of great success in a competitive
business environment, and

WHEREAS, both gentlemen have supported a system of environmental management that is both
ecologically sustainable and cost-effective for the region's ratepayers, and

WHEREAS, both gentlemen have fought for all voices to be heard and respected in our governrnent,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE lT RESOLVED that the Metro Council hereby recognizes and honors their
many devoted nrany years of service

ADOPTED by the Metro Council this 14th day of Dece r, 2000

APROVFD AS TO FORM:

L) ante I B. Cooper, Ceneral u nsel

id Bragdon, Presidi Officer



Hi Mr. Washington, 4120t2009

Thanks so much again for meeting with me the other day! I really enjoyed hearing your
stories and I look forward to getting some on tape this coming Thursday, May 7th.

As I said, here are some topics I am thinking about addressing in the interview:

l. Growing up & Living your life in Portland & the Civil Rights Movement in Portland

2. Hardships you faced at Metro, as well as your biggest successes. Some of the successes
you mentioned last time: Affordable Housing, MLK Jr.,, the Urban Growth Boundary,
Interstate Light Rail, Sewer Projects. I especially want to fbcus on your role in these
projects, but also your experiences working with the council itself.

3. Family, Education, Travel, Community & Volunteer Activities and how this
affected/was affected by your time at Metro.

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding these topics, or anything to add.

Thanks so much for your time,
Amanda Radmacher



Dear Mr. Washington, s19l200e

Thank you so much for taking the time to participate in the Metro Oral History Project. I
believe the information you shared with me during the interview will be useful for future
researchers, if not all together enjoyable to listen to. I certainly enjoyed hearing you
tell your stories.

I will be mailing you a copy of the interview on CD. t hope you enjoy it. Currently, I am
in the transcription process and hope to have a copy of that to you soon, as well.

Again, thanks so much for your help.

Sincerely,

Amanda Radmacher



METRO ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
PRE-INTERVI EW QU ESTION NAIRE/B IOGRA PH ICAL

INFORMATION

NARRATOR NAME: Ed Washington

ADDRESS: 6242 NE 41't Avenue, Portland, Oregon, 92lll

TELEPHONE: 503-284-1743 E-MAIL: washingtone@pdx.edu

PLACE OF BIRTH: Birmingham, Alabarna DATE OF BIRTH: 2-26-1937

YEAR YOU OR YOUR FAMILY ARRIVED IN OREGON: June 6, 1944 to Vanport,
Oregon. All records lost in the flood in 1948. 8 children total + mother. Only one sister.
Genealogy: Drakes, moln's family Virginia & North Carolina (1859, 1846, 1844) Did not
come here with English names so hard to track back any farther

FAMILY HERITAGE: African American

FAMILY INFORMATION:

SPOUSE'S NAME, OCCUPATION: Married 39 years to Jean Washington, born
March 21", 1939. teacher, music specialist. widowed

CHILDREN'S NAMES AND DATES OF BIRTH:

Keith Washington, just married in his 40's, pilot with Nike (used to work for United)
Date of birth: July 2"d, 1964

Kevin Washington, not rnarried in his 40's, computer graphic animator "starving artist"
Date of birth: June 16, 1966

INTERVIEW DATE AI\D TIME: May 7t", 1:30 pm to 3:.10 pm. In Mr. Washington's
office, Cramer Hall,, Portland State University

EDUCATION/DATES: 1941-1944 grade school, Birmingham, Alabama: Harriet A.
Tuggle Grade School. Entered at 4 years old because Tuggle was a segregated school,
teacher knew his mom (Virgie Sunny), already knew how to read. #2 school in Vanport,
Oregon, put him back to 2no grade because was too young. School #l until flood of 1948.
After flood: Couch Grade School (Metropolitan Learning Center now), Guilds Lake
School, Holladay Grade School-Swan Island-lrvington Grade School 1950-1952.
1952-56 Grant High School. Portland State University in 1957 at night school &
working graduated in 1974 with Bachelor of Science in Liberal Arts.

a



Yl}\RS SPFIN'l'\\ ORKIN(l i\'l'l\lFl'l'R() i\NI);\C'l'lVll'lE,S \'()ti \\'l'lltll
IN\/OL\/F]D IN:
tlcing ablc to push utlirruluhlc housins. partiul victory ncvor irnplerncute:d. i\ctluisition ol'
rcgiottal parks. Itcirritiation of itttcrstatc light rail. v'otccl clou,r"r Vancouvcri[)ortlantl linc,
public hcurinqs. at le:ust got intcrstatc rltlnc. Regional planning. passing orcliruurccs about
thc: Urban Rcscrv'cs. Extcnding thc l.Jrbitn Gron'th Boundury. Greonspilcrls prrrurarn'fhc
ttrost ituportartt: Mctro ('ltartcr cstablishctl it as a truc rcgional govcnrlrlcnt irr l()!)2i93.
Builcling ot' l " ncu, huiltling at l:rpo ccrrttcr. Funds tbr thc ?"'l as r,l,cll. Crcation irr
coopcratiott u,ith thc statc anrl courttv u,ith cstablishin-q Martin l,uthcr Kirrg Jr. Boulcr,'aru|.
connccts rcgions. statcs can conrc in antl lix, hittcrsrvcet bccausc of gcntriljcatiurr. bv
procluct of opcning. Atiicau Anrcrr-ican dicl nclt benefit.

OTI_I ER .IOBS:
l9-+8-1951 olfrcc boy at thc boy scout headcluartcrs. l95l-56 various jobs alr.vays
rvorking. 195(r-19(r0 OLISLJ. l9(10-66 Cromwell Taylors (Clothcs) 1966-61 I)lronc
con'rpany. l9(rli-7.-[ C'ontirrcntal Airlincs. l()]4-1992 back to thc Phonc cotxpany. l9g2-
2000 Metro. 1963-prcscnt part timc at Portland Statc Univ'crsity. Rctirecl li'onr Phonc in
1992.

SIGNIF-lCi\N'f E\/llN'l'S \l,,OU IIAVE WII'NESSED AT METRO AND IN
PORTLAND (i.c. changes in ccononrv and industry, population conrposition, etc.):
Itrcrcase in Afiicurr Amcric:an opl-rorlunitics hcre, dccrcusc in opporlunitics at the sallrc
tirne. Witncss anival ol'nclr,'divcrsity in this city. trying to enrbracc it. rocoqnizc it. ('ivil
Rights La,'r,s. Pcople ol'color livc rvhc'rc could atfbrd. .lob opporturrities not pcrt-cct or
autotnatic. but rnuch morc than rvhat rvas available rvhcn hc gracluatccl in 195(r.

CONIMUNI'tY AND \/OLUN'l'EER ACTIVITIES (i.e. school boarcl, wonren's
associzttiotts, grange, countY t'air, firc departnrent, police departnrent, nr:r1,or', cit1,
council, ctc.):
Prcsidcrnt of NAACP in late lt)80s. ti5-86-87, tbr tr.r'o ycurs. City & County'troarcls.
Miclcounty Sevvcr Atlr,,isor-y Boarcl (Nti 42"'l to 185t1'cast) ccss pools. scptic tank 1980s
govcnultcttt gavL'n'rorlcv to hook up llcoplc to scrvcrs, hugc for thc ground 'watcr. Non-
profit l'roards. Northlvcst Pilot Prtrjcct. l\4ctrcpolitan Youth Advisory Boarcl. Lif-crvorks
Northu,cst. Multnornah ('ounty lVle'ntal t{calth Advisory Board. Urban Forcstry
(lrrnmission (trcrcs). Hclp makc a clillcroncc lirr othcrs. Ncvcr about mc. l'' nrctro, r'lo
aqcnda. Scn,ing tltc pctlplc "w,hut's your'\'isiul'/" Pcoplo likr: ug.cnclas. Just to help in
anywil-y. Not an "[" pcrstlll.

OT tlER SIGNIFICAN'I' E\/EN'I'S TII;\'|' IIA\/E INIPACT'ED YOU AND YOUR
ITAMILY (floocls, fircs, earthquakes, ctc.):
Vanport Floocl. firc iu Vanlrort as'uvcll. Mom separatccl wherr 9. rnom raiscd thcnr. Lotlk
l'rack at ltcr lifc. what shc c:oulcl har,,c bccn if not raising thcrn. Taught him horv to trcat
pcoplc. White pcoplc tltat rnct hcrc, pcoplo of good lvill operatirrg in good rvcll. "'fhings
n'ill cltangc bc roadv" Merrricrl ,uvith tr,vo sor.rs, 39 years a lot likc mom. Dirc'ct result o1'
pcoplc of sood will. Work ilirectly r,vith thrce presidcnts of Poftlancl Statc Lirrivcrsity. Dr
Remary. Dr. Bernstcin. Dr. Wicvol. Tcach part tirne at Portland Comrlunitv Colle,gc.



Mary Lou Webb. School of MSD, racial struggle for job market. Only fired once in lif'c,
mouthed off to waitress w'hen 15. leamed lesson.

PLACES IN OR NEAR THE COMMUNITY THAT ARE IMPORTANT TO YOU
(i.e. natural sites-Columbia River; fishing sitesl recreation sites): 

.

Northeast Portland, all parts-Mississippi, MLK. Vancouver, l5'h 133'd; Rose Quarter,
Lloyd Center, grew up in that area. Alberta, Irvingtott, to see the changes. Don't hcsitate
to tell how it was. They wcre here before you. Gentrify a neighborhood they're going to
be like you. Go to Japan they'rc not going to be like you. We are different. Come from
different life experiences. Don't look like rne but that's all.
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Amanda Radmacher
Hst. 407 Oral History

lntcrvicw Qucstions for Metro Councilor lld Washington

Please state your name, and When and where were you born?

--When and why did you rnove to Portland?

Please describe your family.

--How was growing up with just your mother and 7 siblings? What were

your living conditions like before the Vanport flood? After the flood? In

what ways did the tlood change Portland as you knew it?

What was Portland like during your childhood/teenage years?

--What did you want to change about Portland? What did you love about

Portland?

4. Would you please briefly describe your experience in the Portland school

system?

5. You experienced the struggle for civil rights here in Portland. How did it

influence the person you have become today? Your work as a public

representative? What role did you play?

--How has Portland changed?

6. What kind of work experience did you have before becoming a Metro

Councilor?

--How did these experiences affect your work on the Metro Council?

7. When did you get married? Have children? How did these events change

your life? How did your wife support you during your years with Metro?

J

I



8. Your protilc showcd you han,c volurrtccrcd fbr marly c()rnmunity boarcls

ancl orgartizations. Wlrich boards itnd organizutiorrs rlo you f'ccl wcrc signitlc:arrt

antl rvhv'.)

Why did you decide to run tbr public otflce in 1992?

--Why Mctro'l

--Who clid you represent at Metrc? How did you detennine what this

constituerrcy wanted?

9

10.

I l.

12.

What skill scts dicl you bring to your positiorl as an clected ofhcial?

--Wherc clo you f-oel you acquirccl the'sc'l

What challenges did you face fiom within Metro?

--What challen-qes did you f'ace (both individually and as a collective

council) tiom outside forccs'/

Could you describe a typical day in your position as a Metro councilor?

--\'ou'uvorkcd at PSU part-time while a Mctro councilor. Horv was time

split bct'uveen these two endearvors'/

13. Please describe some of the sigrificant projects and assignments you

worked or-r while at Metro.

--Which were porsonally satisfying? Why?

--How rvas the cornrnunity irnpacted by some of the projects you t-cel wcre

personally rewarding or satisfying and why?

--Hor,v were you selected fbr these projects?

--You mentioned af fordable housing and tl-re crcation of the Afftrrdable Housin-{

Technical Advisory Comrnittec (HTAC). What did HTAC do? What are your feclings

about affordable housing',) [Adjust questions based on what he responds. Could be

Greenspaces, [nnerstate Rail, Expo center, UGB. MLK Jr., Scwcr, etc.]



--Wrat sort of obstacles did you have to overcolne to pass this? (Kvistad, McCaig,

Morrisette opposed, etc.)

--Why was it so important to you? (Did living through the Vanport tlood have

anything to do with your feelings?)

--How do you f-eel the council has handled the affordable housing situation since

your departure? What would you change/keep the same?

--Could you give a quick definition of the Urban Growth Boundary and your

opinion as to whether it should expand or stay the same.

--You also mentioned the anointing of MLK Jr. Blvd. as a "main street." How did this

change the street, and Portland? Why was this meaningful for you?

14. What was your personal mission for serving on the Metro council and how

did that compare with what was actually accomplished?

15. What sort of disappointments did you experience while serving Metro?

16. Who were some of the more interesting/prominent figures you came into contact

with during your years with Metro?

--In searching the correspondence files at Metro and talking with you

during the pre-interview it became apparent that you have been an avid

traveler. What were some of your favorite trips? How did this change your

perspective of Portland, and the world?

17. Could you please describe any special awards, honors, or distinctions you

received as a result of your service?

18. Why did your service end in 2000?

19. How do you feel you personally shaped the Metro council overall? What about

the affect you had on subsequent councilors?



2(). \\,'hirt rlitl vou guitt tl'otn v()ur years as a N'lctr() c()ultcilrtr'.)

21. What organizations/prof-cssionerl pursuits lravc vou hccn itrl'tllvcd in sincc your

dcparturc fiom Mctro'i

--[-lorv do you feel your years with Mctro slrapcd tlteso cxpcticnccs'/

22. What connections r.l,ith Metro ltavc you hatl sincc \'()Llr clcput'turc'/

23. ls thcrc anything,'r,e clidn't coverthat you rvould likc to aclcl'/

24. Do I havc y()Lu' pcnnission to makc this rcc:ortling ar,'ailablc to thc putrlic'l



M erRo
Metro History Project

Digital Archive of Metro Councilors
Metro Councilor Oral History Interviews

Purpose and Scope of the Project

Since 2005, Metro has partnered with the Department of History at Portland State (PSU) to research and
document the public service of Metro's elected officials, and provide public access to the information
through web-based technology.

To date, PSU students have been working with primary resources to research councilors' terms of office,
district representation, internal and external committee assignments, policy initiatives, and professional
background. In researching the public service of Metro councilors, students have been reviewing
councilors' professional papers including (but not limited to) correspondence, speeches, newsletters,
calendars, photographs, and information relating to community events, and special engagements/awards.

Another component of the practicum is for students to gain firsthand experience in conducting an oral
history interview. Oral history interviewing records a person's recollection of experiences, thoughts and
feelings about a specific event or a period of time. It gathers data not available in written records about
people, events, decisions, and processes. In essence, oral history is spoken history grounded in memory.
It can reveal how individual values and actions shaped the past, and how the past shapes present-day
values and actions. With this in mind, students participating in this project have been asked to conduct
interviews with Metro councilors to capture their personal reflections and anecdotes regarding their public
service; to gather insight about municipal politics; and to further the goal of documenting Metro's history
as a public agency.

The Interview Release Form provided below documents permissions and guidelines for the use and
custody of the information gathered during the interview process.

INTERVIEW RELEASE FORM

I hereby give my permission to (student
interviewer) to use the information gathered in this interview for educational purposes relating to their
coursework at Portland State University. It is my understanding that this recording will permanently
reside in the Metro Archives, and that the transcript of this interview will become part of the Metro
Digital Archive. Upon review (with minimal revision allowed), I release all claims and rights to this
recording and transcript.

Signature of Interviewee:

S ignature of Interviewer:

< L

k a Marul

Date of Agreement: 
^-- 01

Last Updated: 03 12012009


